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The Seasons in Guiana* 



By the Editor, 




{HEN asked concerning the seasons in Guiana, 
how few can give information that is at all 
satisfactory ! All know that there are wet and 
dry and even perhaps mango and guava seasons, but 
beyond this they are at a loss. Some time ago the 
question what time of the year the mango season came, 
was asked in a mixed company, and not a single person 
could tell. All had seen the period come round, had 
observed almost every second negro smeared over mouth 
and chin with the un6luous juice, and even slipped on 
the skins in walking along the side-walks, but could not 
tell whether there was any particular month in the year 
when it arrived, or if it was at all regular in its advent. 
Some said that mangoes were to be had at all times, but 
that they were plentiful or scarce at certain periods 
entirely regardless of reasons. 

The fa6l is there are no great changes of the 
weather in the tropics to fix times and seasons on the 
minds of ordinary people. Where there is a distin6l 
contrast, as between summer and winter, many things 
are noticed in conne6lion with these seasons, but where, 
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as in Guiana, the only great difference is between 
drought and deluge, and these are proverbially uncer- 
tain, we are apt to ignore the other changes. In England 
we look for the opening of leaves and flowers in May 
and know from them that spring has come and summer 
is at hand, but here in Demerara it is said to be always 
summer. This may be true as far as temperature is 
concerned, but not in any other respe6l. Summer 
means a great deal more to residents in other climes. 
It is the time when flowers are in full bloom and fruits 
are maturing which comes after the awakening of spring 
|> , and before the final ripening of autumn. 

Have we anything like these seasons in Demerara? 
Visitors will perhaps say no, but that on the contrary 
everything is mixed* The flowers and fruit, in their 
opinion, are borne at the same time and all the year 
round. There is some slight ground for this View but 
not so much as is generally supposed. It is possible to 
find trees with mature fruit and opening floWers at the 
same time but it can scarcely be affirmed that this is at 
all general. Fruits ripen and fall and then the flowers 
burst forth as a rule. But that there should be ripe 
fruit still remaining when the tree commences to flower 
simply shows that there has been no time for rest. It must 
be up and doing if it is to hold its own. No nice quiet 
winter sleep can be indulged in, but as one cycle of its 
life is over another begins at once. Every plant, from 
the humble weed to the forest giant, has its seasons. 
There is for example, the time when the rains begin to 
fall. Then the seeds of annuals awake from their dor- 
mant state, and the roots of perennials which have Iain 
quiet in the dry ground for several months, shoot out 
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afresh. This is their spring time, which is to a certain 
extent irregular, as are the rainy seasons. The trees 
however are not so dependent on the weather, and 
although by no means so regular as those of temperate 
climates they as a rule vary only within certain lines. 
Their spring comes at the time when, after ripening 
fruit, the leaves begin to tall and they become almost 
bare ; then suddenly the tree braces itself as it were for 
another season's work. It has hardly slejilt but simply 
languished awhile, and now comes weU to t!^ front with 
new leaves of most delicate shades and a wealth of 
flowers. Its spring has lasted but a week or two — it 
cannot afford to waste time on trifles. Instead of having 
twelve months in which to perform its task, this has to 
be done in six, and even then there is no rest, for it 
must go through its two cycles in one year. Its sununer 
cannot be curtailed to any great extent — it lasts over 
several months --about as long as the hot season of tem- 
perate climates. Finally its autumn, winter and spring 
are hurriedly got over and the second summer coi»<8f on. 
It may be generally affirmed that all our native trees 
perform two tasks every year, almost regardless of the 
weather. The leaves fall oif by degrees, only here and 
there a tree becoming quite bare for a few hours, a day 
or two, or in the case of the silk-cotton tree, for two or 
three weeks. Then the flowers appear, those of the 
Jacaranda, (Wakenaam Lilac) and one or two others 
covering bare twigs with masses of flowers. Few leaves 
change colour before falling, but the Terminalia, (wrongly 
called almond) and the sea-side-grape (Coccoloba) are 
conspicuous exceptions. These may be seen about 
February and again in July and August with their thick 
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leaves suffused with rich crimson, littering Ihe ground, 
and worthy of more appreciation than they generally 
obtain. The fiddle-wood is a conspicuous example of a 
tree which loses its leaves entirely for a short time, 
while the one most noticed is the silk-cotton tree, fine 
specimens of which afford such a great contrast between 
their thick canopies of foliage and the dome of bare 
twigs. Again the cannon-ball tree (Couroupita) may be 
seen quite bare for a few days in February and August, 
and almost before the fa6l can be realised the new leaves 
are fully opened and the branches again covered. 

To the casual observer these changes appear to be 
quite erratic. Two trees of the same species are not 
necessarily bare at the same time. In temperate climates 
the oaks or birches are nearly uniform in their bursting 
into leaf, but not so the trees of Guiana. Two speci- 
mens of the same species and even of the same variety, 
under equal conditions, may vary much in their flowering 
and fruiting times. This is where individuality comes 
in. A tree may be not only a mango, and say a peach 
mango, but it is an individual, differing from its relations 
as much as JOHN does from his brother THOMAS. But 
with all this the tree is by no means so erratic as might 
be supposed. It may be possible to obtain guavas or 
mangoes in every month of the year, but the mango and 
guava seasons are still fairly well settled, and recur 
regularly, with only such variations as everywhere 
appear in the cases of other fruits. Years of plenty alter- 
nate with others when fruit of particular kinds pr perhaps 
of all kinds are scarce but the general result is that the 
season is at the same time of the year, varied a little 
perhaps by drought or deluge. 
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Coming now to the time of the year when the seasons 
begin, it must be premised that all species do not open 
their flowers at the same time. In England some fruit 
trees blossom a month or six weeks before others, and 
similar differences appear here. Such cases we may 
consider as examples of the fa€l that the spring-time of 
all plants does not coincide, but this does not go to 
prove that there is no such season. 

In Guiana we may consider the year as beginning 
about February. The long drought of the dry season 
(August to November) a6ls to some extent as a ripener 
of woody tissue as well as fruit. After the few weeks 
rain required to saturate the ground, the trees are 
stimulated to increased exertions and we get the result 
in a wealth of flowers. Some quick-growing plants 
recover quickly and flower as early as January but gene- 
rally speaking we must put the commencement of this 
first round of the year's work a month later. At this 
time mangoes and hog plums are ripe, the fiddle-wood 
blossoms, and the cannon-ball and silk-cotton lose their 
leaves. This is the best time for orchids as they gene- 
rally bur^t into flower after the rest of the dry season. 

In the forest and along the creeks, the commencement 
of the cycle is charadlerised by a magnificent show of 
new foliage. Few travellers have noticed this, probably 
on account of its evanescent chara6ler, but it is a striking 
peculiarity of the tropics. Every-one has noticed the 
delicate tints of the mango leaves when they first open, 
but this is nothing compared with some of the forest 
trees. The Mora for exaample is most beautiful for a 
day or two when the foliage is renewed and other trees 
also show to as great advantage in their new vesture. 
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Th<e most delicate shades of green, yellow, cream, olivei 
rose and ruddy brown are conspicuous everywhere, and 
the graceful manner in which the flaccid leaves hang 
adds greatly to the effe£l. Unlike the beauty of the 
autumn tints in temperate climates howe\er, this is not 
^o uniform in regard to time nor does it last so long. 
As before stated the spring lasts but a short time, in 
some cases apparently only a few hours. After, or some- 
ticnes before the new foliage, come the flowers, and these 
are accompanied by clouds of butterflies, bees and hum- 
nnjng birds, which are also charadleristic of spring-time 
in the tropics. Sometimes flocks of butterflies may be 
seen crossing the Upper Demerara River at this season, 
whereas at other times hardly a single one can be found^ 
A few ripe fruits still remain on some of the trees and 
these afford subsistence to flocks of parrots and other 
frugifecQus birds. Later will come a time when only 
green fruit is to be had and then the birds wander far 
and. are difficult to find. 

Following this short spring-time comes the summer. 
The awakening to the new course or cycle takes place 
in February or August, and these months are as a 
rule more or less showery. The summers which follow 
are however very distindl from each other, that of the 
first cycle being decidedly wet, while the later season is 
the driest in the year. As might be supposed this tends 
to modify the growth of the plants so that the fruit 
crops differ somewhat. This is well exemplified in the 
mangp and bread-fruit.^ During the years 1889-91 
their seasons extended from November to February and 

* J have to thank Messrs. W. T. Binnie and Chas. R, Bevaun for 
statistics of the quantity of fruit brought to the markets of Georgetown 
and New Amsterdam. 
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Jfune to August. In Both fruits the aVeifage number bi^6ug;ht 
to' market was greatest in July, but the year 1^89 Was a 
conj^pictious exception in the case of the' niango. The 
greatest number of baskets of mangoes 6ti6red for sale in 
February and March in the other ti^ro years' was only 45, 
while in the year in questioh the enormous quantity of 
19,316 baskets were brought to Stabroek Market. The 
pifevious year was rather dty but a fair supply of rain 
fell in December. Whether this affe£led the crop ot not 
it lis hard to say, especially iti view of the f aft that Jhe 
largest crop is usually gathered after the heavy rains of 
May and June. Observations must be made for a great 
humber of years before anything definite can be formu« 
lated, meanwhile we can only indicate the lines on which 
researches can be carried out. 

The [^Hncipal guava season appears to arrive' in May 
and June, but this fruit seems to be produced more often 
than twice' a year. Ripening quickly it has the advan- 
vantage over many others, some of which can only suc- 
ceed in producing one crop a year. When this takes 
place the season often extends over several months, 
fruit ripening by degrees and a few at a time. This is 
especially noticeable in the mammee-apple which ripens 
from June to September, but is hardly to be found at the 
beginning of the year. 

The Erythrinas flower only once a year from July to 
September. When tropical plants go through one course 
only, the time of flowering seems to differ according to 
the species. The sugar cane flowers only from Septem- 
ber to the end of the year, although fields may ripen 
every month. The avocado-pear flowers in November 
aiid ripens- in July, but individual trees may have one or 



It ■ 



<> ' 



8 TiMEHRI. 



two fruit in February or March. In this as in many 
other trees we have signs of transition between one 
cycle and two. The Revd. J. L. Green states that in 
those Polynesian islands which are situated near the 
equator the bread-fruit produces two crops a year as it 
does in this colony, but outside the tropics only one. 
When investigating imported trees^ allowances will have 
to be made for those which come from countries where 
there is a cold season ; and in such cases heredity must 
be taken into account as well as the change of environ- 
ment. 

The so-called gum tree (Sapium aucuparium) is a 
conspicuous exception to the general rule. Not only is 
it content with one cycle a year but its autumn lasts 
during the whole of the long dry season. The leaves 
fall off very gradually until it is almost or quite bare, and 
then the leaf buds develop in the course of several weeks, 
followed by the flowers and fruit. Altogether the whole 
cycle is gone through in a most deliberate manner, quite 
unlike the trees of equatorial regions. Whether it can 
afford to go so slowly i& the forest, we cannot say, but 
it is possible that it grows on sand reefs where the long 
dry sfsason prevents it being handicapped by a host of 
rivals when the twigs are bare. 

This reminds us that the forest trees cannot afford to 
remain bare for any length of time, Scattered beneath 
them are thousands of seeds, only waiting for a break in 
the dense canopy above to sprout and become their 
rivals. With a few months sunlight a dense jungle 
would spring up, and even if this were smothered when 
the tree put on its new vesture, the amount of plant food 
used up by. the crowd would seriously weaken it. It has 
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therefore followed that the season of rest is reduced to 
almost nothing, the new leaves simply pushing oif the 
old and quickly taking their places. 

From the following notes taken in July and August 
last year (1892) it may be seen how autumn merges 
into spring, and how short these seasons really are. 
July was as usual rainy, and the wet weather of the 
previous months kept back some fruits from ripening. 
Oranges, bananas and mangoes were however plentiful 
and avocado pears ripe. The Flamboyant, which had 
been flowering here and there for some time previous 
was generally dropping its leaves preparatory to that 
grand show of flowers so conspicuous during the follow- 
ing months. The Oleander also began to flower and 
was in all its glory on the ist of August. The King and 
Queen of Flowers (Lagerstrcemia Indica and Regina) 
were losing their leaves preparatory to the wealth of 
blossoms which came at the end of August. The fiddle- 
wood, (Citharexylon), almost leafless, perfumed the air 
towards the end of the month and the mango was deco- 
rated with new foliage and flowers. August was showery 
up to the 20th and then the dry season set in. The 
fruits in season were pine-apples, oranges, and genips 
(Melicocca), while guavas, mammee-apples and star- 
apples were procurable in moderate quantities. Flowers 
were plentiful, the Wakenaam lilac making a pretty 
show with its blue bells on bare twigs. The Erythinas 
covered their almost leafless canopies with corai-red 
blossoms, and towards the end of the month the Trip- 
laris (Long John) began to let its shuttlecocks float down 
from the great panicles far over head. The cannon-ball 
tree in the Promenade Gardens lost its leaves for a few 
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days and almost before its bareness was obseryable the 
twigs were again covered. On the ist of the month 
silk-cotton trees could be seen in various stages, some 
quite bare, others with new leaves, and a third class in 
full foliage. Some hog*plum trees were almost or quite 
leafless for about a week and then burst into flower, and 
the tamarind was decorated with new leaves. The 
latter appears never to be denuded or even sparsely 
covered, only varying a little in the density of its foliage. 

The general dedu6lion from these fa6ts can be easily 
seen. Spring lasted for about two months on the whole, 
but different species had longer or shorter seasons, and 
individuals were particularly erratic. In an English 
orchard the apple trees will all blossom at the same time 
so that a grand show is produced for a day or two. The 
mango and other tropical fruit-trees however, differ much 
in their flowering times, two individuals in a garden rarely 
arriving at the same stage at exa£lly the same time. 

In regard to the difference between what may be 
called the wet and dry summers of the year, long and 
careful observations are necessary. It appears as if certain 
trees ripen best in dry weather and are kept back by 
heavy rains. I'his can be easily understood when the 
immense amount of extra work produced by a long 
deluge is considered. Anyone who has a garden will 
have noticed the difference between the ooziness of the 
soil where it is almost bare and the comparative dryness 
under the trees. The author of **The Great World's 
Farm" has aptly compared a tree to a still and estimated 
that a moderate sized elm has a leaf surface of five acres, 
from which is evaporated in the course of a clear dry 
summer's day the enormous quantity of seven tons and 
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three quarters of pure distilled water. Whoever has 
watched an expanse of foliage after a heavy shower 
must have noticed the quivering film of vapour produced 
as the sun comes forth, but few have appreciated the 
fa£l that we have such a grand work in progress as is 
here indicated. During the rainy season trees grow 
rapidly, cover every twig with as many leaves as it can 
bear, and extend their branches. This is obviously in- 
tended to provide a larger surface for evaporation, so 
that water shall not stagnate at the roots, and naturally 
means hard work. Fruits swell and attain their full size 
under such conditions, but ripen slowly, so that we might 
naturally expe£l the summer time to last longer when 
the rain-fall is heavy ; than when on the contrary there 
is a drought. Extremes, either wet or dry, are of course 
injurious, the former tending to produce large fruit with 
little flavour and the latter small crops. 

To lay down hard and fast rules in regard to the 
effe£ls of wet and dry seasons would be impossible with- 
out a series of observations extending over a long time. 
However, it appears that the first summer of the year — 
the heavy wet season — retards some trees to a con- 
siderable extent, while others on the contrary enjoy the 
rains more than the drought which follows. It is well 
known that thick leathery leaves are not so well pro- 
vided with stomata as those that are thin in texture. 
Looking around us we see the guava, mango and hog- 
plum with comparatively thin and the mammee-apple, 
sapodilla and star-apple with thick leaves. Theoretically 
we should say therefore that the guava would ripen 
soonest in wet weather while the mammee-apple would 
be retarded, and this agrees with the fadls. The prin- 

B2 









'";> 



0*^ 






I—" 



{ii 
1-^ 






&v- 



12 TiMEHRI. 



cipal guava season comes in the middle of the great 
downfall of rain of May to July, but the mammee is 
rarely gathered in quantity until August and September. 

There is another aspe6l of the seasons* question for 
the elucidation of which unfortunately we have hardly any 
material. Spring-time is the season when birds pair and 
build their nests. A friend writes us from the Upper 
Massaruni that the height of the nesting season appears 
to be in March and April, but whether this is sufficiently 
general to be laid down as a rule is doubtful. Again, it 
is not impossible that there may be two seasons in a 
year although it is hard to say whether the same birds 
breed twice. It has been reported to us that nests and 
eggs of the ground dove Jiave been found both in March 
and September. The migration of birds in British Guiana 
seems to depend on the ripening of fruits, parrots coming 
nearer the coast as the wild fruits ripen and retiring 
to the mountains, where perhaps the seasons may be 
later, when food becomes scarce. Plovers appear to 
alight on our coast about September when migrating, 
but in the absence of careful observations nothing definite 
in regard to their movements can be formulated at 
present. 

In temperate climates the end of summer, and autumn, 
are noted for swarms of flies, gnats and midges, and here 
we have mosquitoes at the corresponding season. About 
May and Juhie and again in 06lober and November 
these little pests are most troublesome. It is a general 
opinion that mosquitoes are mostplentiful in rainy weather, 
but this does not appear to be altogether the case. Very 
heavy rains apparently interfere with their swarming or 
keep tKem from wandering far. In Oftober there is 
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Tcirely a shower but the mosquitoes are particularly 
obnoxious at that time. Where there are bushes and 
trees these little pests congregate on the windward side 
and dO' not enter far into the bush. It is a common 
error that trees around a house harbour them, (or some 
of the most infested places in Georgetown are bare of 
vegetation. 

Besides mosquitoes the end of a cycle is charaflerised 
by swarms of beetles (hard-backs) and flying wood-ants ; 
these generally come with the rains. Accompanying 
them are the whistling and croaking frogs, the six o'clock 
cicada, and great hawk moths, all of which appear to 
have their particular seasons, generally coincident with 
the end of one and the beginning of another cycle. 
Careful observation will no doubt go to prove that the 
breeding times of animals coincide with those of the 
plants, but we can only indicate this as a subje£l for 
enquiry. 

Before concluding this paper, which is by no means 
so satisfa6lory as might be wished, we may state that 
it is written to call attention to a very interesting matter 
which appears to have been hitherto overlooked. The 
observations of one person confined to a particular 
locality can never be anything like conclusive, but it is 
possible that by indicating the lines of research, others 
may be induced to supplement them. That it is desirable 
to know when certain fruits ripen is obvious; with- 
out this anything like a regular trade could not be 
carried on. Again, we have indications that seeds 
should be planted at particular times to secure good 
crops. No doubt it will be found that if, for example, 
corn is planted at the right time, the crop will be larger 
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^^, and more certain than if this is done regardless of the 

proper season. Many vegetables fail from inattention to 
this matter, and although we can hardly expe£l to lay 
down such hard and fast rules as have been formulated 
in temperate climates, nevertheless almost anything 
IF:. would be better than the present want of system. 

Then there is pruning, the practice of which is perhaps 
f more easily regulated than any other gardening opera- 

I', tion. The best time is naturally the transition period 

r between the ripening of fruit and flowering. Our 

gardeners believe in the influence of the moon and 
probably do serious injury to vines and flowering plants 
from their ignorance of the conditions most favourable 
to this as well as other operations, which depend on the 
right appreciation of the seasons. 

There is a vast field for observation among the plants 
introduced from other countries. Do they flower and 
fruit at the same time as in their native habitats, or do 
they accommodate themselves to the seasons of Guiana ? 
Heredity has great influence and will probably be 
stronger than environment for a long time, but ultimately 
we may expe£l the plant to respond to its surrounding 
influences. A grape vine that has been introduced as a 
plant will not be so accommodating as one grown from 
seed in the colony; it will be better therefore to grow 
seedlings, and, if possible, get them from acclimatised 
plants. To grow plants which require a long rest of 
four or five months will naturally be difficult. They 
cannot lie dormant while the conditions are favourable 
to growth, and as a natural consequence, get overworked 
jsind die. A dry season will have some slight influence 
in retarding growth but as it is attended by a high tern- 
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perature, the plants can get no congenial sleep. The 
bulbs and roots shrivel or sprout and either die or become 
too weak to bear flowers, while all their strength goes to 
produce extraordinary growths of foliage. 
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By G, H. Hawtaynct CM.G. 



In the course of enquiries into family history, there has been obtained 
from various sources some information as to certain settlers in Barbados 
named Hawton, Haughtain, and Hawtaynb belonging to the family of 
that name who possessed property in Oxfordshire from at least A.D. 
1500 to 1638. 

The documents and records from which this information was derived 
contain matter which may be of interest to those who care about the 
history of Barbados and the life of its earlier colonists. In these 
papers are found names which are borne by tamilies in[the West Indies, 
the United States and elsewhere to whom these memoranda may 
be welcome. 

Many of the old Registers and Records of Barbados no longer exist. 
Fire, hurricanes and neglect have done their work. It is therefore 
satisfactory to know that in these later days the Colonial Legislature 
has appreciated the value of those that remain, and that a system of 
sorting and indexing has been commenced, the result of which will be 
the preservation of much that is interesting and valuable to the histo- 
rian and genealogist. 

I cannot omit to express my thanks to my friends, N. Darnell 
Davis, E. G. Sincklbr of Barbados, P. H. Nind and Mrs. C. J. Smith 
of Barnes, who have kindly helped me in my researches. 




|N the Herald's Visitation of the County of 
Oxford 1634, mention is made of one Gerard 
Hawton or Hautaine of Esington, who mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Laurence Washington, 

Mayor of Northampton and ancestor of GEORGE Wash- 
INGTON, first President of the United States. Their 
son Henry, described as of Colthorpe, married Mary, 
fourth daughter of Sir JOHN DoYLEY of Chisselhampton, 
by whom he had a numerous family including two sons 
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Gerard and Jonathan. These two emigrated to Bar- 
bados. In Hotten'S list of Emigrants is this entry i-*^ 

28 June i639.^Rbginald Allen of Kentt 30 yeares gent ; Gkrard v^ 

Haughton 30 yrs. Co. Oxon. gent, and David Bix 35 yrs. Com. Kane, 
gent., free planters of the Barbathoes from Portus Southton, JoHN 
EvENSON of Co. Chester and Thomas Evenson, his brother AndrE\^ 
Waller 18 yrs. Com. ; Hertford, Humphry Burqiss of 19 yrs. of J 

Cornwall and John Wethbrbd of 22 yrs., servantes to the planters 
above named. They passe in the Bold Adventure of Hampton for 
the Island of Guernsey, from thence they take shipping for the Barbae 
thoes who have taken the oathes vt Supra. 

At that time there was considerable emigration from 
England to Barbados where in 1636 some 6,000 English 
bad settled • 

Gerard Hawtayne, who thirteen yearsafterhis arrival 
in Barbados was a staunch Cavalier, was closely conne£led 
with the Puritan party. His eldest brother, ThomAS of 
Colthorpe had married MARY daughter of Sir Wm. DunCH 
and first cousin of the Proteftor OLIVER CROMWELL^ 
while his sister Ann with her husband ROBERT VlVERS, 
Mayor of Banbury on Deer. 11, 1640, gave evidence 
before the House of Lords against the Revd. JOHN 
Howes, Vicar of Banbury for disaife6lion against the 
Parliament, and for ^' things said against Lord SAVE and 
Sele,'* who, it will be remembered opposed the levying 
of shi money.* 

Gerard Hawtayne is mentioned as having held 
more than 10 acres of land in Barbados in i638t so that 
probably his visit in 1639 was not his first settling in that 
Island. There is no record of when JONATHAN went there. 

It may be mentioned that GERARD had another brother 
named HENRY born in 1615, who may have been the 

* Calendar of State Papers. 

t Memoirs of the First Settlement of Barbados p. 76. 

C 
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Henry Haughton, to whom Lord Willoughby of 
Parham, Governor of the Caribbee Islands in 1666, left 
£1 00 a year for his services in Surinam and Antigua.* 

In those days it was not allowable to carry any person 
or indeed anything off the Island without the Governor's 
leave, and bonds were exafteH for the due observance of 
this rule. In 1640 GARRARD Hautaine and Edward 
OsTlNE became security under the following instrument 
on behalf of Captain Wm. FORTESCUE,t 

These p'sents wittnesseth yt wee Capt. Jerratt Harton and Edward 
OsTiNE, both of ye Island of Barbados, Gents, doe bynde o' selves, 
o' heires, executo'", administrato", and assignes, joyntly and sevrally 
in ye just sume of one thousand pounds sterlinge to pay or cause to be 
payd unto ye Right Wor**. Seargeant MajorJ Henry Huncks, Gov', of 
ye afores**. Island of Barbados, his heires, executors, administrator or 
assigns. The condicon of this p'sent obligacon is such yt if Capt. 
William Fcrtesgue doe not Induce nor entice any p'son or p'sons 
whatsoevr. to dep^. this Island to any other place whatsoev'. in Com- 
pany with himselfe'or any other p'son, and likewise y* ye afores*^. Capt. 
Fortbscub shall not any way by his meanes or pcuremt. Transport any 
p'son or p*sons whatsoev'. from this Island without a Spetiall Lycense 
from the Gov', w®^. foresd. condicons beinge Truly and faithfully 
pformed fuUfiUed and kept Then this p'sent obligac'on to be voyd and 
of none effect otherwise to stand, remaine and be in full force, power* 
strength and vertue. In wittness whereof we have hereunto sett 
or hands and seales the 5th day of October, 1640. 

GARRARD HAUTAINE, 
EDW. OSTINE. 
Signed sealed and deliv'ed in the presence of 

WILL, POWREY, 

CHRISTOPHER CODRINGTON. 

ft 

* Rodway*s Annals of Guiana, p. 194. 

t Wm. Fortescue (Ffortescue) signed the declaration of adherence 
to the King in 1651. 

% The rank of Serjeant Major was then equivalent to that of Briga- 
dier, 
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. Christopher Codrington had sold on the 20th March 
1641,, a ** plantacion conteyninge one hundred acres of 

land" to Jonathan Hawtayne, who had also bought 
from Capt. Daniell Fletcher *'one halfe p^ of ye 
" plantacion commonly called Charles Forf^ lyinge by 
** the Sea Syde in the prsh. of St. James nere The 
Holey* containing about 400 acres of land, — and these 
properties were on 21 December 1643, mortgaged to 
Capt. Daniell Fletcher as security for the payment 
of ^'the full and just sume of thirty thousand pounds of 
'^ good sound well condiconed and merchantable tobaccoe 
" well made up in rowle and wreath at one whole and 
" entire paymnt. at or within the mancon situate on ye 
" plantacon abovesaid called Charles Fori.*' 

To this deed is appended a Memorandum by '' Leifi.'' 
John Holmes ** who soe far forth as it concerned bim, his 
heires, or administrators,'' confirmed the said sale of the 
one hundred acres of land and eight negroes " meuconed 
in ye deede of sale on ye other syde." The memoran- 
dum and deed are witnessed by ALEXANDER RlDDOCHEy 

John Batt and Hen. Stacye. 

The ** Schedule or Invoyce" shews that while one 
table cloth and six napkins constituted the stock of house 
linen, and there was but one drinking vessel a " pwtere 
pint pott'* there were two Bibles; 

To all Xtian people to whome this prsent wryteinge shall come, I , 
Jonathan Hawtayne of the Island of Barbados, Gent, send greetinge. 
Know ye that I the sd. Jonathan Hawtayne for good and valluable 
causes and considerations me thereunto mo veinge, have given granted 
bargained, sold, enfeeoffed and confirmed and by these p'sents doe give 
grant, bargaine, selle, enfeeoffe and confirme unto Capt. Daniell 
Fletcher of the s*. Island of Barbados, his heires, executors, adminis- 
trate", or assignes all that my moyety or one halfe p*. of ye plantacon 

C2 
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commonly called Charles Fort lyinge by the seasyde in the p'sh of St. 
James nere The Hole and which I the s*. Jonathan Hawtaynb lately 
purchased of him the said Capt. Oanibll Fletcher (the whole plan- 
tacon, conteyninge about foure hundred acres of land) as by his Bill of 
Sale dat ye fourteenth of this Instant, with ye halfe p*. of all the houses, 
edifices, buildings, pfitts, pvisions and advantages thereunto appteyninge 
together likewise with ye halfe p*. of certaine servants (sic) for theire 
[♦^' tymes of service yet to come and unexpired and certaine goods, chattels, 

stocke, armes, utensills, soe named, menconed and conteyned in an 
Inventory or Schedule, hereunto annexed and beareing date with these 
prsents together with one plantacon, which I the s*. Jonathan Haw- 
tavnb purchased of Capt. Christopher Codrington as by deed of 
Saie, the twenti^h day of March in the yeare of O^ Lord Sixteen 
hundred forty. and one, conteyninge one hnndred acres of land or there- 
abouts on which plantacon, I the s^. Jonathan Hawtayne doe now or 
lately did live and inhabite with all the pfitts, pvisions, houses, 
edifices, buildings, advantages and comodityes thereunto appteyninge 
with eight negroes, beinge six women and twoe men w^^ are called by 
these names, Toney, Mingob, Grange, Mall, Butler, Maria, Judy, 
Nell, Illuma, the ^, halfe part of the Fort plantacon with ye other 
plantacon of one hundred acres of land together with all and singular 
the fore bargained pmisses with theire and every of theire appurtences 
free and cleare freely and clearly accquitted, remised and released from 
^U. manner of former bargaines, guifts, grants, mortgages and ingag- 
mente, whatsoev' to him ye s^. Capt. Daniell Fletcher, his heires, 
executors, administrators or assigns. 

To Have and To Hold for ever without ye lett suite trouble moles- 
tacon, controversee or contradicon of me ye s**. Jonathan Hawtaynb, 
my heires, executors, administ". or assigns, or any other pson. or 
psons. from, by or under us, or any of us provided allwayes and it is the 
true intent and meaning that if the s^. Jonathan Hawtayne doe well 
and truly sattisfye and pay or cause to be sattisfyed and paid unto ye 
s^« Capt. Daniell Fletcher, his heires, executors, administ". or 
assignes the full and just sume of thirty thousana pounds of good 
sound well condiconed and merchantable tobacco well made up 
in Rowle and Wreath on the last day of May next at one 
whole and entire payment at or within the mancon situate on ye 
planlacon abovesaid and called Charles Fort, then theise prnts 
to be voyd els to remain and be in full power, force, effe6t and vertae. 
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In witness whereof I the said ]onathan Hawtayne have hereunto sett 
my hand and seale this 15th day of September, 1643. 

JONATHAN HAWTAYNE. 
Sealed and dt. in ye pnce. of 

ALLEXANDER RIDDOCHE, Witness, 
JOHN BATT, 
HEN. STACYE. 



Memorand yt I Leift John Holmes of ye Island of Barbados doe 
hereby soe farr forth as it concernes me my heires or administrators 
confirme ratify and allowe of the sale which Jonathan Hawtayne of 
this Island Gen* hath made of the one hundred acres of land and eight 
negroes menconed in ye deed of Sale on ye other syde soe that it shall 
remaine as absolute and effectuall to all purposes and intents as if I 
myself had sealed and delivered and subscribed the same, Witness 
my hand and seal this 15th day of September 1643, 

JOHN HOLMES. 
Sealed and ddt in ye pnce of 

ALL. RIDDOCHE, 

JOHN BATT, 

HEN. STACYE. 



A Schedule or Invoyce conteyninge the names of the servants goods 
and chattels the one halfe there of disposed and sold to Capt. Dan i ell 
Fletcher with the one half of the plantacon called '' Charles Fori** 

Imp» The servants vizw John Chittenden Moses Watkins, John 
Richards Gloomer, Richard Grymbs all for theire severall tymes 
which are yet to come and unexpired. Twelve head of cattle young 
and old with theire increase. One mare colt, five sowes one boare 
eleaven hamaekoes* one Spanish ducke one horse, twoe whipsawes, 
five howes'^, foure bills, twoe axes, one Jugge, one table cloth, six 
napkins one copper, one fryinge pann, eleven musketts, twoe Bibles 
one pewter basin, one pewter pint pott, one bakinge Iron, twoe Iron 
potts, one brass grater, eleaven old pewter plates, foure old pewter 
platters, one engin one broad axe. 



* Hammock, 
t Hoes. 
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In witness whereof I have hereinto sett my hand and seale the 15th 
of Septemier, 1643, ^^^ more, one copper which is wholly sold. 

JONATHAN HAWTAYNE, 
Sealed and adt in pnce 

ALLEX. RIDDOCHE, witness 
JOHN BATT, 
HEN. STACYE 

On 6 February, 1693, Capt. GERARD Hawtaine, 
" conveyed to JONATHAN HAWTAINE his right title and 
interest in the plantacon whereon he then lived, contain- 
ing 124 acres of land in the parish of St. George and 
adjoining the land of Mr. THOMAS WILTSHIRE, 
West, and on the land of Mr. JOHN Spendlove. East, 
together with the crop and two negroes with four English 
servants for securing the payment of twelve thousand 
eight hundred pounds of well cleared cotton wooll : 

To all Christian people to whom theise p'nts shall come Greetinge 
Knowe yee that I Capt. Gerard Hawtaine of this Island, Barbados, 
gen^, for divers good causes and consideracons me thereunto moveing 
and more espetally for and in consideracon of twelve thousand and eight 
hundred pounds of well cleared cotton wooll in hand received. Have 
given granted bargained enfeoffed and sold And by theise p'nts doe 
give grant bargaine enfeoff and sell unto Jonathan Hawtaine of the 
sd Island Gen^ all my right title and interest that I have or ought to 
have of and in all that my plantacon whereon I now live, contayning 
one hundred and twentv and foure acres of land or thereabouts situate 
lyinge and beinge in the parish of St. George adjoyninge on ye land of 
Mr. ThomaI^ Wiltshire, West, and on the land of Mr. John Speed- 
love East Together with ye p'nt Cropp and twoe negroes w*** fower 
English servants by name Humpherv Bargess, Phillip Salmon, 
Peter Bbuchampb, Jambs Goodchild, as also two mares with colt, 
one Assnegoe and one horse colt as also ye stocke of one bore, ten 
breeding sowes with theire increase To Have and To Hold to him 
the s* Jonathan Hawtaine his heires executors Administtat" . 
or assigns, together with all houses, edifices, buildings, easm^. 
pfitts comodities, whatsoever, to ye s^. pbargained p'misses or 
any p*. thereof belonginge or in any wise appteyninge for ever With- 
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out ye lett trouble, contradiccon, denyall, mollestacon, pturbacon evic- 
tion or ejeccon of me ye s*^. Capt. Gerard Hawtainb, my heires, 
executors, administ"., or assigns, or any other pson or psons what- 
soev', lawfully, clayminge, or p'tendinge to have any right, title, or 
interest of or in ye sd. pbargained, pmisses or any p^. or pcell. thereof, 
from, by, or, through mine, or theire assent, consent, or pairem\ Pro- 
vided allwayes that if ye s^. Gerard Hawtaine shall pay or cause to 
be pd. unto ye s^. Jonathan Hawtaine, twelve thousand and eight 
hundred pounds of well cleared cotton at or upon the five and twentith 
day of March next, ensueinge the date of theise p'sents that then the 
prmisses of this Bill of Sale shall be utterly voyd or els to stand in full 
force, effe£t and vertue. In witness whereof, I have hereunto sett my 
hand afid scale this second day of February in ye yeare of O' Lord God 
one thousand six hundred forty and three. 

gerrard hawtaine. 

Sig^. sealed and dd. in pnce of 
DANIEL WIGHT, 
JOHN HOLMES. 

On the 17 March 1643, JONATHAN HAWTAINE and 

"Leift." John Holmes bought from Christopher 
Nevison two boys named John Payne and John 
Smyth. The terms of the deed of sale which is 

witnessed by Daniell Wight and George Wood, 

Notaries Public, are extremely quaint, 

lu the same month, a further purchase was made by 
the same persons from CHRISTOPHER Nevison of " tenne 
assinecoes, one mare and one horse" for which they 
agreed to pay *' nyne thousand fower hundred pounds of 
** sound and marchantable Tobacco in Rowle." So that 
these animals were worth five times as nluch as the two 
bovs. 

It will be observed that the purchasers of the boys 
" stand to the hazzard of their lives" as indeed they do 
with respeft to the ** assinicoes &c." : 

Received b> us Jonathan Hawtaine and Leift. John Holmes of 
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Christopkbr Nfvison twoe boyes by named John Paynb and John 
Smyth for which we doe hereby engage ourselves our heires, executors, 
and administ'*. to pay or cause to be paid unto Christopher Nbvison 
or hb assigns, ye full sum of eighteen hundred pounds of sound mar- 
chantable tobaccoe in Rowles such as the said Xofer Nbvison shall 
like of at some convenient store house at ye sea-syde storidge free, the 
one half being Ayne hundred pounds of ye like Tobaccoe to be paid 
within tweftty dayes after ye date hereof, and for default of payment the 
said Christopher Nbvison to re-enter and possess the said servantes 
as his owne without sute or mollestacon ye said Ionathan Haughtainb 
and Levt. John Holmes to stand to the hazzard of theire lyfes and 
the other p^« theirof, being nine hundred pounds of tobaccoe to be paid 
ye last day of Aprill next ensuinge and for better security of payment 
of ye said tobaccoe in mann', and forme afores^ we doe hereby engage 
ye s<i. servants w^^ are purchased as above exprest. In witness whereof, 
we have here unto set o' hands this i6th day of March 1643. 

JONATHAN HAWTAINE, 
JOHN HOLMES. 
Test. DANIELL WIGHT, 

et GfiOR6E WOOD, Nori,. f ub. 



Reteiv^ by us Jonathan Hawtainb and Leift John Holmes 
from Christopher Nbvison tenne assinecoes one mare and one 
horse which we doe hereby engage o*" selves o'^ heires executors and 
administrate to pay or cause to be pay** unto the sd Christopher 
Nevi^oN or his assignes the Just sume of nyne thousand fowef huhdred 
pounds of sound merchantable Tobaccoe in Rowlesuch as the s*^ Xoper 
Nbvison shall like or at some convenient store house at the seasyde 
storidge free the one halfe being fower thousand seaven hundred pound 
of the like tobaccoe to be p* within twenty day after the date hereof. 
And for defauit thereof the s** Christopher Nbvison to reenter possess 
yt said cattle as his owne pper goods without sute or mollestaeon the 
s* Ionathan Hawtaine and Leif*JOHN Holmes to stand to the hazzard 
of theire lyfes And the other halfe part® thereof beinge fower thousand 
seven hundred pounds of tobaccoe to be paid the last day of April next 
ensuinge and for better security of pay™* of the Tobaccoe in mann' and 
forme afores** we doe hereby engage ye s* Cattle which we purchas^ as 
above expressed being marked under the Right eare with twoe cutts 
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all except the horse and mayer In witness whereof we have hereunto 
set o' hands this i6 day of March. An" 1643 

JONATHAN HAWTAINE 
JOHN HOLMES. 
Test. DANIEL WIGHT 
et GEO. WOOD, No'«» Pub«« 

In 1649 Gerard Hawtainb was a witness to the will 
of Captain John Fletcher. 

Readers of " Cavaliers and Roundheads*" will remem- 
ber how that in 1651 Sir GEORGE ASCUE with a Parlia- 
mentarian fleet summoned Lord Willoughby the Gover- 
nor of Barbados to surrender, and how the ** representative 
bodye*' of the Island met together in General Assembly 
declared, resolved and professed that they would with the 
utmost hazard of their lives and fortunes defend His 
Majesty's interest and lawful power in and to that 
Island. Among those who signed this historic document 
were some whose names are mentioned in the present 
paper such as Richard Peers, Wm. Fortbscue, Gerard 
Hawtayne, Phillip Bell, Henry Hawlby and others. 

In the following year, 1652, the islanders surrendered 
to the Parliament and Sir Grorg^ Ayscue became 
Governor. GERARD Hawtayne with others, accepted 
the new regime and he continued to own property in the 
island for some years after. 

Anthony Ashley Cooper of Wimborne, Saint Giles, 
Dorsetshire, one of the most prominent chara6lers of 
that period of English History which embraces the 
reign of CHARLES I, the Commonwealth and the Resto- 
ration, and who had fought for the King and then against 
him, had taken a leading part under CROMWELL and after- 
wards against his brother RiCHARD, and whom CHARLES II 

♦ By N. Darnell Davis, Esq. 
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rewarded with an Earldom, had joined GERARD Haw- 
TAYNE in the ownership of a plantation in Barbados. 
When the partnership commenced is not known, but 
differences had arisen between them in 1652, in which 
year, an order was made by Sir George Ascue, Governor 
of Barbados and his Council dire6ling the payment Jt>y 
Capt. Gerard Hawtaine to Sir Anthony Ashlye 
Cooper, of the sum of ^£890 out of the first profits 
of the former's part of the plantation and finding 
that there was due by Sir ANTHONY 42,219 lbs. of musco- 
vado sugar which was to be paid out of his moiety of the 
plantation. One JUDAH THROCKMORTON had made 
advances for the Estate, and there was awarded to him 
2,Soo lbs. of sugar in payment thereof. THROCKMOR- 
TON and Charles Regayne were the attornies, or as it 
was then written, "authorneyes^of Sir ANTHONY Cooper. 
The transcript of this order is apparently imperfe6l, but 
it would seem that there was or had been a partnership 
between Capn, Gerard Hawtayne and Mr. Matthew 
HqpKII^GS, and the order under quotation provided for 
the keeping of accounts and for the supervision of each 
Owner^s half of the plantation. Sir Anthony's agents 
were to be duly provided with meate, drinke and lodging, 
besides " washing and starchinge" beRtting their quality. 
In those days the " washer'' apparently did not consider 
starching as part of her work. The use of starch was as 
we know introduced into England in 1553, by one 
DiNGHElM, a Flemish woman. 

One of '*the Authorneye's" was also to be provided 
with a horse when it could he spared, to ride about the 
plantation and to the Church* 

This order is signed and sealed by JOHN Coi^LATON 
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Henry Sweete and John Johnson and witncfssed by 
J, A. Beeke and Robert Rumboldt. 

The '* Survey" or Inventory of the plantation is an 
interesting document as shewing of what a plantation 
and its effe6ls consisted 240 years ago. Neatly one half 
the acreage wis in standing wood, a great contrast to 
the Condition of a Barbadian estate now-a-days when 
every available yard of land is under cultivation. F^or the 
care of the 100 acres under tillage there were 21 Chris- 
tian servants with 3 men, six women, 2 boys and :i girls 
who were slaves. The Stock consisted of 5 hotses and 26 
beasts, 54 hogs and 3 goats, with turkeys, '^dung hill 
fowls/' rabbits and ducks. 

There were Arms hung up in the hall " six Muskeitts 
and Bandeleires'' with 2 cases of pistols, but no swords 
are mentioned ; there is a drum, perhaps for sounding an 
" alarm," a clock, 3 pi6lures and a Surgeon's chest; 

The parlour was furnished with 6 small tables, 18 
joyned stooles (whatever they may have been,) 4 chairs 
and six low stools, a couch, 4 '' Bedstidds," 6 piftures 
and a bible. 

The *' Kitchen'' contained several useful articles and 
in the " Seller' were a table and 2 " Sylver tanckards." 
The " Cooke room without doors" />., outside, had 
" keittles, pott and a skeillett." The plant of the " Boy^ 
leinge House" was of a very primitive description and is 
set dowii as consisting of Coppers, a brass cooler, brass 
basons, skimmers, ladles, a still and worme from which 
we may suppose that *• kill devil" ue. Rum was one of the 
produ£ls of the plantation, and an " iron bound pipe fof 
temper." At that remote date the praftice of tempering 
the boiled cane juice with lime seems to have existed. 

Da 
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In the stable were saddles and bridles and other horse- 
gear. Nineteen hammocks are included in the list of 
the stable furniture, so perhaps the Christian servants 
and slaves lodged there. The agricultural implements 
were not many. The Ibt of *• Tooles belonging to the 
Smith'' is rather a long one, and includes one "buttrice" 
an implement in use some 30 years ago, but now dis- 
carded. The Carpenter's tools are also set forth, all with 
still familiar names save a " Wimble Stocke." In the 
Cureing Houses were 300 potts for Sugar presumably for 
making *' Clayed Muscovado." 

Shaftesbury Papers—Section JC No t, 

Bj vertoe of an order to be directed from Sr. George Ascue, 
Govern', of Barbados and his Counselle and by the consent of CapL 
Gersaro IIawtaine of the one p^. and Judah Throgmorton and 
Charles Regaynb autbornyes to Sr. Anthony Ash lye Cooper, Baro* 
net of the other p^. for the hearing, aucUting, examining and finale 
determining of the accompts and differances with ail damages anywise 
concerning, the estate or plantation now in co*partnership between 
the s'. Sr. Anthony Ashlye Cooper and the s^. Capt. Gerrard Haw- 
TAINE, we doe ordayne and award that the s^. CapL Gerrard Haw- 
TAiNE doe paye or cause to be paid unto the s«i. Sr. Anthony Ashlye 
Cooper or to his assigns, the sum of eight hundred ninetye to pounds, 
fourteene shillings and ten pence of lawful moneyes of England out of 
y\ first pftts insewing from the s<>. Capt. Gerrard Hawtaine his 
p**« of the s^. plantation that is to say, the debts oweing by the said 
plantation for the joynt accompts and all future charges for the manage- 
ing of tiie same to the time of payment, beinge first discharged and 
pd. and wee doe declare that we find due by Sr. Anthony Ashlye 
Cooper for his moyety of charges on the s*^. plantation, the twentie 
five*^. day of February las^, past, disburst and ingaged for by the said 
Capt. Gerard Hawtaine, the quantities or some of Fortie Five thou- 
sand two hnndred and nineteen pounds of Muscovado Sugar w^ wee 
further ordayne and award to bee p<i out of the first pduce of the s<i Sr. 
Anthony Ashlye Cooper's moytye of the s* plantation and that theire 
bee likewise paid in two months after the date heareof out of the 
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whole pdu6t of the plantation that is to say as well out of the sd. Sr. 
Anthonys Ashlyb Cooper's p^. as out of Capt. Gbrrard Hawtainb*s 
p^. two thousand eight hundred poundes of Muscovadoe Sugar at some 
convenient store*house neare the sea*side unto Mr. Judah Throgmor- 
TON or to his assignes. Being for and towards some charges he hath 
disburst for the plantation's use and his charges and expenses durringe 
the time he lived from the s^. plantation and wee doe further ordayne 
and award that a Booke or Bookes of Accompt. bee hensforward kept 
by Capt. Gbrrard Hawtainb or his assigns during the co-partnership 
or longer if hee shall manage the plantation of all Goods and Com- 
modityes whatsoever made or to bee made one ye sd. plantation and of 
all disbursements for ye use of ye same and that ye pticulars in ye in- 
ventorye hereunto annext bee entered in ye s^. Booke and an accompt. 
theirof kept and given up att ye end of ye co>partuership w^ Booke or 
Bookes shall not att any time bee kept from ye view and examination of . 
ye s*^ Judah Throgmorton and Chari.es Rbgaynb or from any other 
authorneye or authorneys that ve s<^. Sr. Anthony Ashlyb Cooper 
shall appoint to look after his p^. of the s^. plantation and that accor- 
dinge to the Covenants of co-partnership betweene the s^. Capt. Gbr* 
rard Hawtainb and Mr. Matthew Hopkins (to whom the s*. Sr. 
Anthony Ashlyb Cooper, his executors or administrators, bearing 
date the twentieth daye of Agust 1646,! an accompt be given by 
the Mannager of the s^, plantacioo and keeper of the accompts. 
theirof to the other ptner or his assignes which in tenne dayes after it 
shall be demanded by the s*^ ptner or his assignes) of the s^ plantation 
and stocke upon it and of such goods as shall be pduced from the same 
and of the charges and disbursements thereon and that there shall be 
noe considerable disbursements made nor considerable act or thing 
done touching the s^ plantation by either of the s^ pties or theire 
assignes without the consent of each other or their lawful authornyes 
and that ye s* authornyes or any other to be sent by the s* S' Anthony 
Ashlyb Cooper not exceeding two in all at one time for ye mannageing 
of his Sd p^ of the said plantation shall and may have Meate Drink 
lodging washinge and starching befitting their qualities upon ye 
Sd plantation and goods from time to time out of S' Anthony Ashlyb 
Cooper's p^ of the s^ pduce of ye sd plantation for theire needful 
expenses and aparell which is to be placed to ye pticular accompt of ye 
s** S' Anthony Ashlyb Cooper to whom the Receavers theirof are to 
t Some words are apparently missing here. 
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bee accomptable and that one of ye s^ authornyes may when a horse 
cann be spared without pjudice to ye advancement of the plantation 
have a horse to ryde about ye affairs of ye plantation and to ye 
church. 

In witness whereof we doe hereunto sett our hands and seals this i8th 
dayeof June 1652. 

JNO. COLLITON, 
HENRY SWEETE, 
JOHN JOHNSTON. 
Signed sealed and published in the psence of us 
J A. BEEKE, 

ROBERT RUMBOLDT, 
Recorded the 29th June, 1652 and is soe attested by me. 

JOHN JENNINGS, 
Deputy Secretary, 
The 30th of Aprill 1652, 
A survey of the plantation with the appurtenances in co-partnership 
betweene S' Anthony Ashlye Cooper of Wimboume St. Giles in the 
County of Dorsett Barronett and Gerard Hawtaine of Colthropp in 
ye county of Oxford Esquire. 
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Slaves, 

3 men^ 6 women, 2 boys, 2 girls, 2 suckinge boys. 

Stock upon the Plantation^ 

XAVrSCo «•• ••• •«• •■• (*« a*^ ^3 

2 stone horses, 3 geldings, Bease(?) ... .„ . ... 2Q 

2 bulls. 3 steers, 6 calves, 9 cows and heifers, hoggs of all 
sorts youQge and olde ... ... ... ... 54 

Goats, 
I ram, i she goat, i kidd. 
Turkeys and Dunghill fowles, Rabbits and ducks. 

In the Hall. 
6 muskeits and bandeliers, 2 case of pistoUs, i drumi i clock, i longe 
table I bench, 2 forms, 4 pictures, i surgeon chest. 

In the Parlour, 
6 small tables, 18 joyned stooles, 2 high chaires, 2 small chaires 6 
lowe stooles, i couch, 6 pictures, i Bible, Twoe Bedstidds 

In the Kitchen, 

4 iron potts, 2 brasse skeilletts, 6 pewter dishes, 6 trencher pleates, 

1 large leathern cisterne for water, 2 bakeing stones. « 

In the Celler, 
I stronge short table of frame, 2 sylver Tankards, 

In the cooke roome, without dores, 
4 iron kettles, i iron pott, 1 iron skeillet. 

In the Boyleing House y 

5 coppers, I large brasse cooler, 4 brasse basons, 2 rouiid^2 iiittinge, 
3 skeimers, 4 brass ladles, i still, and worme, i iron bound pipe for 
temper. 

In the stable, 
3 saddles and bridles, 5 horse p^dds and 5 pack saddle trees, 19 
hammaccoes, 7 sugar baggs, 6 axes, 4 hatches, 15 bills, 10 hoes, 3 
spades, i iron crowe, 6 wedges, i large beam and scales, 10 halfe 100 
weights, I paire of stilliards, 3 iron chaines. 

Tools belonging tc the Smith, 
I anvile, i vice, i paire of bellows, i raspe, i hand yice, 4 paires of 
tonges, 6 great files, 5 lesser, i paire of compasses, i screw plate, i tewc 
iron, I buttrice pincers and hamar for shoeing, 5 punches, i buckone, 

2 hand hamars, i hackle hamar, i sledge. 

Tooles belonging to the Carpenter, 
I broad axe, i £)** adse, 4 augures, 3 gouges, 6 w«*» chissells, 5 broade 
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chissels, i halfe inch chissel, 2 iron squares, 3 iiand sawes, 1 frameing 
sawe, 3 cross cut sawes, i Joynter, i fore plainer, 3 hand plaines,6 hand 
plaine irons, 4 whipp saws, i whimble stock, i maylering hamar, i 
lat hinge frowe. 

In the Cureinge Houses 300 potts for sugar. 

GERRARD HAWTAINE, 
JUDAH THROGMORTON, - 
CHARLES REGAINE, 
Recorded 20th June, 1652 and is soe attested by me 

JOHN JENNINGS, 

Dep^ Secret. 

On the 30 March 1654, Gerrard HawtaiNE executed 
a deed, entered March 1657, whereby after reciting that 
differences existed betweenhim and Sir Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, which had been referred to the arbitration 
of Coll. Tho. Modiford*, Willm. Kirton, Esqr., Colo- 

nell Henry (? Hawley, Richard Duckworth, Gent. 

and Mr. RlCHARD Ac Merchant, it was provided 

that if he GERARD Hawtaine performed and fulfilled the 
award of such arbitrators, a conveyance to Sir Anthony 
Ashley Cooper, Knight Baronett, ^n such deed con- 
tained of the plantation, situate in the parish of St. 
George, containing 100 acres on which the said Gerard 
Hawtaine then dwelt should be void. The deed is 

witnessed by Tho. Hapten, Edward Cole and Will. 

CORDEROY and on 28 March 1657, *^s execution by 
Gerrard Hawtaine was proved before the Governor 
Danl. Searle, by Edward Cole. 

By a deed dated 7th August 1654 and entered 30 July 

1656, Gerrard Hawtaine conveyed to Sir Anthony 

Ashley Cooper, the plantation whereon he then lived, 
situate in St. George's parish and consisting of 100 
acres, for securing the payment of ;£974.8.!o as by 



* These signed the declaracion of 1651. 
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a certain award made between JUDETH (^stcj Throgmor- 
TON, as attorney to the said Sir A. CoOPER,and the said 
Gerrard Hawtayne he is appointed to pay, Thedeed is 
witnessed by Edward Cope (? Cole) and John Hewitt. 

It would appear that the previous deed was by way of 
security for Gerrard Hawtaine'S abiding the result of 
the award which was not made until the month following 
(28 April 1658), and on Capt. Hawtaine being ordered 
under the award to pay £974.8.10, the second deed was 
executed so as to secure payment of that specific sum. 

Barbados, 1654. 
Bee it knowne unto all men by the presents y* I Gerard Hawtaine 
of yt Island of Barbados Esq'e ffor divers good causes and considera- 
tions mee hereunto moviug have given granted bargained and sold and 
by these p'^ents do give grante aliene confirme and sell unto Sr Anthony 
Ashelv Cooper of Wimbome in ye Countye of Dorsett Knight and 
Baronett all y^ mye plantation wherein I now live sittuate lyeing and 
being in ye s^ p*** of St. George in ye above s^ Island consisting of one 
hundred acres bee ye same more or lesse being butted and bounded on 
ye land now in possesion of ye s^ Sr Anthony Ashely Cooper or his 
assigns and Ca'pt. William Jarman, Thomas WiLTSHESRand Henery 
Hunt, together with all ye houses and edifices and buildings thereunto 
belonging together with all ye stoke of servants, catties, negroes and 
horses according to r schedule hereunto annexed together with all ye 
woods underwoods waies water courses pf^^^ and advantages thereunto 
belonging or any waies appertaineing. To have and to Hould yeaforesd 
land and p'niises to Kim ye Sd S' Anthony Ashely Cooper his heires 
and assignes for ever for his or their proper use and benefitt ffor ever- 
more fr«e and cleare and freely and clearly acquitted and exonerated 
and discharged off ard from all and all manner of foro^er gifts grants 
bargains, sailes, moqifadgcs, titles, troubles and incumbrances w^ soever 
with warrant agains: all years (? persons) w* soever clameing by or 
through or under mue provided nevertheless and upon this expresse 
condicon that if the s^ Gerard Hawtaine his executors or assigns shall 
wetland truly pay or cause to be payed unto the s* S' Anthony Ashely 
Cooper or his assigns the full and just sum of nine hundred seventy 
and foure pounds eight shillings and tenn pence curant money of 

E 
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England on the severale dayes and tymes and att the place and under 
such cautions (?) and advantages as In certayne Articles for an award 
hee is appoynted to pay the same Award beinge made betweene 
JuDBTH fsic) Throomorton as attorney to the said Sd Anthony 
Ashley Coopbr and the s^ Gerard Hawtaine the 28th day of Aprill 
1654, as itt is testified by and under the handes and scales of Collonell 
Hbnry Hawley, Colls. Thomas Moddiford and William Kirton 
Esq**, Richard Buckworth Gen^ and Richard Newbold gent and 
allsoe save and keepe harmless the s^ Sr Anthony Ashly Cooper and 
his assigns of and from all debts duties and demandes any wages concern* 
ninge the sd plantation before the date of the s^ award as by the second 
artickle of the s^ award hee is ordered and appoyntted to doe as by 
Relacon thereunto beinge had more att large may and doth appear 
that then and from thence forth this present conveyance and every 
charge and artickle therein conteyned shall be voyd frustrate and of 
none effect to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 
In witness whereoff I have hereunto sett my hand and seale, 

GER. HAWTAINE. 
A list of the servants, cattle horses and hoggs belonging to Capt. 
Hawtaine uppon the division* 
4 Christian servants by name 
(?) RONE MARRAN, 
(?) POW. MACCAN, 
JOHN GRAY, 
DAVID MACKARNE, 
WALLON LUKE 

7 negroes by name 

HARRY, MARIA, VENUS, her child, 
JACK lUDE DAPHNE. 

8 heade of cattle :~one ox, foure cowes and three heifers. 
2 horses. 

10 hogges of all sorts, 
^gned sealled and delivered in the presence of us, 
' EDWARD COPE, JOHN HEWITT. 

By The Governor. 
Capt Gbrrard Hawtaine this 7th September 1654, appeared before 
mee and acknowledged the above writtynge to be his A£te and deede. 

DANYELL SEARLE, 
By The Governnor. 
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Mr. JUDBTH fsicj Throgmcrton this 29th July 1656, appeared before 
mee and made oath that hee saw Capt. Gbi^rard Hawtaink to signe, 
seaie and deliver the above writtings uppon the 7th day of August in 
the yeare of Our Lord 1654 and further sayeth not. 

DANYELL SEARLE. 

The first mentioned deed described GERARD Haw- 
TAINE's plantation as 

" scituate lyeing and being in ye Prsh of St. Georges in the said Island 
" consisting of one hundred acres be ye' same more or less being butted 
" and bounded by y^ lands or plantation now or late in the possession 
" tenure or occopation of ye said Sr Anthonby Ashlby Coopbr or his 
'* assignes and Lodwick Williams Capt. Christophbr Lacy Mr« 
'* Thomas Wiltshirb and Mr. Hbnry Hunt.** 

Whether Gerrard Hawtaine ever discharged this 

liability is not knovsrn, but on 2 April, 1656, he conveyed 

to Richard Noke, Merchant of Barbados, the plantation 

which he had recently bought from Capt. Ch R ISTOFER Lac Y 

and Elizabeth his wife, containing 15 acres and situate 

in Christ Church by way of securing payment to RICHARD 

NOKE, of the sum of 18,579 lbs. of well cured Muscovado 

Sugar. The deed was witnessed by Henery Starr and 

Walter Smith and acknowledged before Thomas Noell. 

To all Xtian people to whome this p'^ent. writing shall come Capt. 
Gerard Hawtaine of ye Island of Barbados, Sendeth Greeteing in our 
Lord God everlasting, Know yee y^ ye s^, Capt. Gbrrard Hawtaine 
for divers good and valluable considerations mee hereunto moveing, 
have given granted bargained and sold and by these p'sent doe give, grant, 
bargaine and selle unto Richd. Nokb, Merchant of the same Hand all 
yt Plantation which I lately had and purchased of and from Capt 
Christopher Lacy and Elizabeth his wife containeing by estima- 
tion fifteen Acres of land or thereabouts situate lyeing and being in ye 
parish of Christ Church with all woods, underwoods, easm^ , pfitts and 
prveledges and emmoUem^ whatsoever to ye s^. premisses belonging or 
in any wise app'taineing To have and To Hold all and by singular ye 
prmisses and every p^ and p'cell thereof to ye use and behoofe of ye 
s\ Richd. Nockb, his heires, executors and assignes forever. Provided 

E2 
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allwaies and tippon condition following : That if in case^e s^ Gerra^d 
Hawtaine his heires, executors, Administrators or Assignes shall well 
and truly pay or cause to be p*® unto ye s**. Ricd. Noke, his heires, 
executors, or assigns, ye full some of eighteen thousand, five hun- 
dred and seventy nine pounds of well cured Muscovado sugar at 
or before ye first day of Jan^. next insueing ye date hereof, yt then 
this p'ent deed of Bargaine and saile to bee utterly voide and of none 
effedt any thinge, or things, herein contained to ye contrairie in any 
wise notwithstanding. In Witnesse whereof, I have hereunto sett my 
haiid and seale this second daye of April Anno. Dom., One thousand 
six hnndred and fifty-sixe (1656.) 

GER. HAWTAINE. 
Sealed and delivered (and ye words forever and ye word heires twice 
Interlined) in ye p'^ence of 

HENERY STARR— WALTER SMITH. 

June ye 23rd, 1656. 

This day personally appeared before me Capt. Gbrrard Hawtaine 

and acknowledged ye pmisses to bee his a6t and dead and delivered as 

his morgage and saile unto Richd. Noke. According to ye Limitation 

and purposes therein expressed this done and acknowledged before mee. 

THOMAS NOELL. 

Estates in Barbados with very few exceptions fre- 
quently changed hands, and with each new owner a 
plantation received a new name. It has been diffi- 
cult therefore to identify the estate on which GER- 
ARD Hawtaine dwelt in 1654. In Oldmixon's map 
Wiltshire's^ (which was contiguous) is close to Drax 
Wood and may be where Frenches and Edgecombe 
now are. Plantation Charles Fort^ bought by JONA- 
THAN Hawtavne as mentioned on page 19, was in St. 
James' Parish, near the Hole \ its site may now form 
part of either Trents, Lascelles, or Sandy Lane planta- 
tions. In former days there was a Fort or Battery at 
what is now Church Point, near Hole Town, now con- 
verted into a delightful residence. < 
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Jonathan 'HAWTAiNe in April 1642, ^bought from 
Caji*" William H illyard for 5,500 lbs of cotton wool 
30 acres near the " Hatchers" river, but in June following, 
he assigned his right title etc. >to this land to FRANCIS 
Cooke. Thissaleand transfer were not recordedun til 1656. 

An extract from the council minutes of liarbadps shows 
thaten 3 August 1669, Gerrard HAWTAlNEendeavour^ed 
to reverse a judgment obtained agkinst him by Crispian 
Hooper Vouchee of Wm. Daldaron but without success. 

./n Council^ 3rd Aug, i66g. 

Present: Henry Hawley, Dept. Governor; Daniel Searlb, Philip 

Bell. 
Hawtaine V Hooper.— Upon the hearing of Errors biroqght by J^r. 
Gerrard Hawtaine to reverse a ju^gmept obtain^ against him by 
Crispian Hooper, Vouchee of Wm. Daldaron, there being noe error 
found, the said judgment is affirmed. 

From the above mentioned mortgages, &c., it would 
appear that Gerard Hawtaine found that his planta- 
tions were unprofitable and that he got rid of his Bar- 
bados property. 

On the I St of April, 1679, GERARD Hawton returned 
to London from Barbadosip in the Ship Expedition JOHN 
Harding Commander. 

His elder brother Thomas has already been mentioned. 
The link between his wife Katharine Dunch and 

Oliver Cromwell is shewn thus : 

Sir H^ Cromwell^ 1st Joan Warrbn. 
of Hitchinbrooke I 



I i I 

Sir Oliver Richard ^Stuart Mart = Sir WjM..Duncb. 

I ,dau£^hter. | 

Oliver Katharine » Thos. Hawtaynb. 

Tbe Pvotector« 
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Among the Records of James L and Charles I. suits 
in Somerset House, is one to which the celebrated JOHN 

Hampden with Thomas Hawtayne and his wife were 

parties in conne6lion with the affairs of EDMUND DUNCH 
her brother. 

In 1637, two years before Gerard emigrated, Thomas 
Hawtaine had conveyed COLTHORPE back to his mother 
Mary, from whom it had come. The subsequent history 
of this place is not easily traced, but there is reason to 
believe that Thomas Hawtayne in 1648-50 no longer 
dwelt there, and was from some cause or another, depen- 
dent on his stipend as usher or schoolmaster in Magdalen 
College. Edward, another brother who was a do6lor of 
Medicine, had died in 1666 without issue, and it is more 
than probable that Gerard came home after his long 
absence, as does many a colonist of the present day, to 
find himself friendless and forgotten. 

The only further trace of him that has reached me is 
this ; 

On 26th - 1686, a Commission was issued to John 
EvLES and FRANCIS Evles, atjprneysof John Hother- 
SALL, of St. John's Parish, Barbados, principal creditor of 
GekraRD Haughton late of Barbados deceased to ad- 
minister during the absence and to the use and benefit 

of John Hothersall. 

There is no record of the marriage of Captn. GERARD 
Hawtaine the emigrant of 1639, although the Barbados 
Registers contain an entry of the marriage in 1680 of a \ 

Gerard Haughtaine with Hester Wiltshire, and 
in the following year their son Gerard was baptised. 
It was probably a son or other descendant of his who as 
above stated, married Hester Wiltshire. It has already 
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been noted that THOMAS WILTSHIRE was a neighbour 

ot Gerard Hawtaine in 1643. 

Perhaps a few remarks on other persons who have 
been mentioned in this paper may be allowed. 

The Peers family of whom mention is frequently made 
in Mr. Davis' " Cavaliers and Roundheads", were leading 
people in Barbados^ where they owned Libanus or Leba^ 
non^ Rendezvous and Staple Grove^ which last named 
estate still retains that name. They were conne6led 
with the Hawtaines or Haughtons, Edward Peers 

a brother of Sir RiCHARD PEERS in 1665 bequeathed to 
Richard Haughton his nephew, 60 acres of land and 
20 good working negroes and to his nephew Valentyne 
Haughton, 40 acres of land and 10 negroes. 

Sir Richard Peers of Barbados, married Mary, 
daughter of jAMES Hawley, Esq. of Brentford and sister 
of Henry Hawley, Governor of Barbados in 1651, and 
member of the Provisional Council in 1639-51 and 1660.* 
By his willt dated 18 Dec, 1659, and proved 14 May, 
1662 he bequeathed to his son JOHN the plantations 
Lebannon^ Rendevee^ (Rendezvous). He speaks ot his son 
Edward and daughter ELIZABETH PEERS,his brother (in 

law) James Hawley, two other daughters Susan Jones 
and Mary Boote, wife of Nicholas Boote. He also 
speaks of his grandchild, RiCHARD Hawton and of 

Jonathan Hawtaine and Valentine Hawtaine. Coll. 
Henry Hawley and Coll. James Hawley of New 

Brainford, Middlesex. 

Richard Peers, Esq., by his will dated i8th Deer., 1659, bequeathed 
to John Peers his Sonne knd .to his Heires the Plantations 



* Archer's monumental inscriptions p. 365. 
t P.C.C. Land 70. 
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LelkaERiion Ryndevee (Renc}ezvous> contaiiiinge be estimacon 600 
acres and upwards with all the housings, &c.^ &c. and 6 best 
horses and mares and geldings and all the negroes both young and 
old and all coppers, stills &c., together with thirtie head of eattle, the 
youngest whereof to be 3 yeatrs old, and all stock of hogges and fowles 
and all household stuffe, either bedding, or furniiture, linen, woolen, 
chaires, stooles, or vessells of copper, or brasse, or pewter^ whatsoever, 
and the Manor Testator late bought of Sr. Walter Pye called 
Liners OIrkell (?) in Co. Hereford ; and also 50 sheepe and 20 
goates and Bason ahd E\^r and 2 Silver Tankards and large 
silver salt sellers and all moneys, tings, jewels and whatsoever is 
Testators in the house and coach with harnesse and whatsoever belongs 
to it. 

To EdwArd Peers Sonne and to his heires the Plantation on which 
Testator how lives, containing 300 acres and thirtie cattell. 

ToSuiAN ldt4BS Daughter 10,000 lbs. of sugar within 2 years and the 
use of 30 acres of land whoreon she now lives and of the 5 servants 
thereon that shee may provide some thinge for her children provided 
shee abuse not my servants nor fall anie timber or wood from the 
land. 

To Mary BootE Daughter wife of Nicholas Bdote. " A cort and 
living or paorcel of land lying in England valued at £60 per An* pur* 
chased by Testator's order for the use of Brother HAWi.£y of Braineford 
in which land shee is to have her life, her husband's life and child's 
life and not the land soe much money out of Estate as should have 
been paid for the purchase within one yeare. 

RiCDAltb HaWIey Grandchild, 20,000 lbs. of sug^r within 2 years. 

J0NATHA19 Hawtainb, Valentine Hawtainb each 10,000 lbs. of 
sugar within 3 years. 

Anne Payne ? Cozen, 70,000 lbs. of sugar within 2 yeares and her 
dyet and lodging and washinge and all other accomodations fitting in 
his 'dwelling house till fulKe satisfied of the sugar. 

JoHitf Pftttlts, Well beloved senne lawful heire i Exiecutor. 

Richard Hawton Grandchild, 2000 lbs. of sugar, Coll. HviNRY 
LEY and Coll. Edmund Rbadb loving friends, Supervisors who 
are to call Overseers {i:e. Guardians) to accompt once in 3 months. 

Philip Darby, William PursonJ Anthony Parsons, servants each 
1,000 lbs. of sugar and aH wages. 

In regarde to the young years of his 2 sonnes he ^p<p<4iitB. 
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Hbnry Hawlby, Esq., Ei>MtJNi> Rbade, Esq., jAttES Hawlby of New 
Brainford in Middlesex, Guardians till John Peurs, the sonne is 17. 

Codecil. He formerly made a deed of Guifte in trust to certaine 
persons of his Estate ** it has never been recorded nor livery nor seizin 
given and is therefore invallid" Revokes it Mr. Robert TothiUt 
loving friend another overseer 2^000 lbs. sugar. 

Thomas Modiford, John Ashcraft, Philip Darby. Witnesses. 

2nd April, 1661. By the Hon. Humphrey Walrond appeared 
personally John Ashcraft and Philip Darbey and swore and proved 
14th May, 1662 by John Peers the son. 

1661, May 18, Commission to Dame Mary Peers widow and reli^ of 
Sr Richard Peers while he lived of Barbados in part dec'd. 

Mrs. Ann Hawtaine appears in the following order 
of Council, but it is not known who she was. 

At a megting of Council presided over by the Rt, Hon, Danidl Searle^ 

J J March J6S6-7, 

Martin Bbntley v. Mrs. HAWTAiNB.—Or^ered that if the laste order 

made in the Cor^e of Chancery between Mr. Martin Bbntley and Mrs. 

Ann Hawtaine, be not observed by s4. Mrs. Hawtaine that then Mr. 

Martin Bbntlby's proceedings agst. her be left free at Common La we. 

la 1669, Jonathan Haughton married Temperance 
Baker and Susannah Hawtaine, daughterof Jonathan 
and Temperance Hawtaine was baptized in 1670, in 

which year TEMPERANCE HAWTAINE wife of JONATHAN 
Hawtaine was buried. The above are examples of the 
variations in the etymology of proper names existing in 
the Barbados Registers. 

Valentine Hawtayne was no doubt the Valentine 
Hawtaine, who according to the Registers, married 
Elizabeth Tomlinson 1666, and whose son Jonathan 

was baptized in 1667. 

Five years afterwards in 1672, the marriage of VALEN- 
TINE Hawtaine with Ann Hawtaine is recorded. 

Valentine Hawtaine was otherwise conaected with 
the Peers family. 

F 
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In Council, 6th August, 1672, 

Pbbrs &c. v. Kingsland. — Upon a writ of error brought by Hestbr 
PeArs and Valentinb Hawtainb (Attorneys to John Peers, Esqr.) to 
reverse a judjg^ment obtaned agt. ye said Peers and one Johnathan 
Hawtainb at ye suite of Naihl. Kingsland Esqr, (upon a scire 
facias). It is ordered that the same be heard the first next Council day. 

Jonathan Hawtainb is also mentioned in later re- 
cords as having been associated with JOHN PEERS in 
some law proceedings, as appears from the following : 

In Council 14th May 1672. 

Present: Henry Hawley, Daniel Sbarle. 

Peers &c.— It is ordered that ye Gierke of y* Court of Comon 
Pleas fof the precin6ts of Christ Church doe against the next 
Council day being on the eleventh day of June followinge bringe to 
this Bpafd all the Originall Records relating to the scire facias brought 
by Nathaniel Kingsland ag«^* Capt. Jonathan Hawtainb and Jno. 
Pebrs, Esq. 

In 1679 Jonathan and Valentine Haughton are 
recorded as having gone with their wives and families 
from Barbados to Jamaica, and settled on th^ Northern 
side of the Island.* 

In 1679 Jonathan Hawtaine, gent, sold part of 300 

acres of land in Jamaica to John Peers. This plantation 
was in St. Elizabeth's parish and contained 600 acres. 

The Barbados records to which reference has been 
made, contain no further mention of the Hawtaine 
family, but there were Haughtons who may have been 
their descendants. 

It is desirable that West Indian Colonists should 
follow the example of many of our American Cousins 
who take great interest in tracing the conneftion be- 
tween the families of the Great Republic and those of 
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the Great Empire from which the former sprung. There ^ 

is very much interesting matter in the records of the 
different islands which would well repay the trouble of 
adapting it for publication. 
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The Indians of Guiana. 



Translated from the Dutch of J, J, Hartsinck* 




DESCRIPTION OF THEIR ARMS. 
|HE common weapons of these Nations are Bows 
and Arrows, of which they well understand 
how to make use, being taught from their 
youth, discharging their arrows on high with so correft 
an aim, that on their descent they seldom miss the obje6l 
they aim at. The bows are made of letter and other 
hardwood, usually 5 or 6 feet long, rounded at the out- 
side, tapering at both ends, with a cord or string. 

Their arrows of the same length are made from the 
tops of reeds ; they attach on the afterpoint of each 
arrow, which they adorn with feathers a piece of wood, 
3 or 4 inches long, to increase the velocity of the 
motion ; at the other end, they fix a piece of very hard 
wood, carved on to a point, or bones rather, or stone 
points, provided with crooked hooks or with a sharp 
fish bone taken from under the fins. They are not 
satisfied with having only one point, but fix on it 3 or 5, 
or even 7, which they call Posstrouy using them not only 
in war but for fishing, striking often at once as many 
fishes as there are points to the arrow. 

Many of them poison their arrows with the fruit of 
Cururu and of Ptson^ sometimes with the sap of a 
certain tree which they call Pougoulay, The proof of 
their being rightly poisoned lies in their shooting an 
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arrow of that sort into a young green tree ; if the tree 
within three days drops its leaves the poison is suflS- 
ciently strong, ay, so powerful that not only the 
wounded immediately dies, but it is even related that 
during the last insurre6lion of the negroes in Berbice a 
child being carried on the back of its mother and shot 
through with a poisoned arrow, the mother although not 
in the least wounded herself, swelled enormously, and 
died shortly afterwards. 

They stick their arrows in a quiver made of the bark 
of a tree, co\ered with leather, which they carry at their 
side. 

They likewise make use of a cudgel or sword, consist- 
ing of a piece of letter, iron, or other hardwood, two or 
two and a half feet long, one inch thick, and three or 
four inches broad at the ends, but tapering at the centre 
and rounded, with figures carved on it. 

Those of the Palicours Nation make use of a sort of 
pike, called by them Serpo^ made of letterwood, this 
being the only distinguishing weapon of their Chief or 
Captain. 

The only weapon of defence they possess, is a shield 
of very light wood, which they paint in different colours ; 
its form is almost square, a little hollow in the centre, 
where a handle is fixed. The Indians in the Dutch 
Colonies have no poisoned arrows which they shoot with 
the bow, the Acquoways excepted, who make use of 
long blow pipes in which they insert poisoned little 
arrows of a span long and very thin, snapt at the point, 
or curved inwards, in order that when pulling them out 
of the wound, they should break off; with these they can 
hit their objeft at a great distance with a nicety. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DWELLINGS, MANNERS, OCCUPA- 
TIONS, AND HOUSEKEEPING OF THE INDIANS. 

Little can be said regarding th<*ir places of residence ; 
they like nearly all other savages of South America dwell 
in a lot of villages, or hamlets, consisting of a few huts 
placed near each other, along the rivers and creeks, often 
changing them without any arrangement or order. These 
huts or carbets^ are miserable square dwellings from 
fifty to sixty feet long, not so wide, round above, 18 or 
20 feet high, and built of two posts, on which they place 
a long lath, which supports the entire building ; around 
it they plait branches of trees, which they understand to 
tie so close, that the interior of the huts are skreened 
from wind and rain. 

They cover these with Palmiste or Ahouay leaves ; the 
door is the only entrance, and so low, that you are 
obliged to enter it in a stooping position ; the fire-place 
is in the centre of the hut, so that the smoke must pass 
through the opening of the door. Many of these natives 
live together in families ; the size of their hut being 
regulated according to the number of its inhabitants, 
sometimes 20 or 30 families reside in one carbet. 

They generally have in their villages a large hut, 
called Tabouy, serving for an Armory, surrounded by 
palissades, or for a meeting place for the whole nation, 
where all meet, celebrate their feasts, and receive stran- 
gers. Sometimes such a building is 130 or 140 feet 
long, and 30 or 40 feet wide, at other times again but 50 
or 60 feet long, and from 10 to 12 feet wide. In the 
centre and at both ends of it, are two large props 
shaped forkwise, which at the top receive a long piece 
of wood, this is for the use of the chief, on this He 
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laths slantwise from top to bottom of the building, resting 
on posts of 4 or 5 feet ; they afterwards introduce cross 
beams which they fasten with pieces of Liane, to which 
the hammocks of the men are slung, for the women 
possess no such privilege, these remain in a sitting 
posture on their heels, or lie in a large benab ; this build- 
ing is open at all sides, and covered with leaves. 

Some Indians, like the Guaranos, or Warpuws, who 
mostly live near the rivers and marshes, place their 
huts on Mangle or Mangrove trees, to escape the floods ; 
these, as we shall hereafter describe, grow in fresh as 
well as salt water^ and their hanging branches take 
root again and grow up, so that the bushes of Mangrove 
trees become so thick and dense, that you may walk on 
their branches and build huts. 

They otherwise fix a few posts on the ground, of 8 or 10 
feet in height, whereon they place a floor made of laths, 7 
or 8 feet long, two or three inches broad, made up a 
sort of manicole, which easily splits; these laths are 
flattened at the other side, joined together and two across, 
when they form a pretty safe floor. The roof, like the 
other huts, is covered with leaves. One gets into it 
by means of trunks or stems of trees, hanging a 
little on one side, in which some notches are cut, to 
serve for ladders, but they are so shaky, that it is 
difficult to mount them, and more so to come down by 
them. Their roads, until they reach higher land, are 
formed of similar thick posts, standing upright, to 
defend themselves against high water and their enemies, 
for whoever makes a false step on them, falls into sharp- 
pointed thorns, with which the forest abounds; the 
Warouws however, by day or night, wafk over them 
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wUk the greatest agility. The Car^iiba have two sorts 
of houses, one serving them for the night, the roof 
whereof being built tent fashion, comes ©ear to the 
ground ; the other which they occupy during the day is 
higher, and much wider, raised in shape of a wall, but 
open on all sides and covered only wUh leaves. 

Their furniture consists of hammocks, barbecot, 
painted pots, pagales, tools and arms. They have 
neither chairs or benches, as they always sit on their 
heels, some have however a sort of wooden chair, called 
by them MoulS^ which is made use of when paying 
visits, it looks like a bench without arms, not of the 
easiest, for it is something in the shape of a canoe, 
and so hollow in the centre that you sink in it up to 
your middle, and the knees touch the chair. 

.As regards their institutions they are totally ignorant 
of any Government or Policy, each living as he likes 
best,^. so that there exists no di&tinction of rank or 
q;iiality amongst them. 

They have a Captain who commands only when at 
war, but has not a word to say on civil matters. Al- 
though unacquainted with laws, manslaughter very 
seldom takes place, they live peaceably together, and 
when it happens that an Indian kills another, he is 
freed, by giving to the widow or children, a male or 
female slave, should the manslaughter not be revenged 
by his friends ; for which reaeo^ns the Governors in our 
Colonies always endeavour to unite and reconcile the 
relations* Amongst some of these natives like the \ 

Caraibs, who are very jealous, adultery is punished 
publicly in the presence of their people, by the death of j 

both crirai>nails; with others, Ifae husband kills thie wife 
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if he can prove the misdeeH, nay, even merely on 
suspicion ; — with others indemnification is allowed, the 
offended party being permitted to bed with the wife 
of the offender as often as the latter has laid with 
the offended party's wife, others exchange wives, by 
mutual consent, for a few months, and that time 
elapsed, retake their own. They are averse to steal- 
ing, though very nimble and handy; confidence with 
them is so great that nothing is locked up, the doors 
of their huts constantly remaining open (the Negroes 
on the contrary, a thievish set of people, mistrust each 
other, always locking their huts, with a lock somewhat 
curiously made by them of wood) possessing nothing 
costiy which they could wish to hide, but a little basket 
they call PagalL All Indians are indolent and lazy, as 
we have before stated, and do nothing but hunt and fish 
and cut timber in the forest, this they square and drag 
to the water sides, for which they allow themselves for a 
small pittance to be employed by the Europeans, the 
women and children settling on the estates. They are 
most willing, if you treat them well, but love liberty ; 
they do not like to be ordered, or treated like a slave, 
as then they do everything wrong that they are 
desired to do; for instance, if sent to hunt, they will 
fish, and so vice versa^ whereas everything asked of them 
in a friendly manner, they willingly execute ; every 
morning they and their children wash and bathe them- 
selves in the river. They are often obliged to go hunting 
for their daily food, of which they are at the same time 
great amateurs as well as judges. They have several 
sort5 of dogs, who from their youth are trained to every 
sort of game ; they are small, lean, and ugly to the sight, 
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resembling puch a wolf ; they so highly appreciate them 
that the w^men are obliged to carry them in their arms 
on the roacj, and suckle them with their children ; to train 
them, the ^ndian carries the dog in his arms, until he 
dete6ts th^ track of the game, he then shows it to him, 
makes hitp smell it, and lets him run for a short while 
with the ot:her dogs ; the game being caught, he takes the 
intestines, then boiling with piment or Spanish pepper, 
gives them to the dogs, in order, as he thinks, to strengthen 
their scent and make them eager after the game. Should^ 
he be unfortunate enough not to get any, the fault is 
laid wi^h the dog : whereupon he digs a small hole, in 
which [ie puts some Spanish peppers, places the dog in 
it, and covers him with some slight boards or pieces of 
wood, in which be remains so long, till he has rubbed his 
nose |5ore on the pepper, by which means he supposes 
that the scent of the dog is increased, and will hunt 
better in consequence. When they go hunting, a 
few Indians get into a corial or canoe, and paddle up 
the fiver, each armed with a bow and arrow, or gun, with 
a kqife at thejr sides,and five or six hunting dogs. Having 
arrived at the place of rendezvous, they divide themselves 
on both sides of the river, with the exception of one, who 
remains in the canoe; the Indians on shore enter the 
forest with their dogs ; on starting any game, the dogs 
givQ tongue, like our setters, and from the particular 
howl they make, the huntsman can ascertain what species 
of game they are after; the dogs being thereto taught, 
drive it towards the river; he who is in the canoe paddles 
quietly along the bank of the forest to the spot where he 
supposes the game will come out in order to shoot it. 
The game being skinned, the Indian in the canoe makes 
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a signal to his companions by a certain whistling or 
bellowing, when they reunite. The hunt being over, 
they paddle homewards, where they draw and clean 
their game, bringing it to the ma^er, for whom they 
hunt, who rewards them either with a bottle of Kiltum 
(Rum) or other little knick-knack. They keep the 
intestines, head, neck, and a fore-shoulder to themselves, 
which they give to their wives to be washed and boiled 
in pepperpot, or to be put on the Barbacot, a sort of 
wooden grater either to roast or to dry ; when on 
arriving home they throw themselves forthwith into 
their hammocks, remaining in it the whole day playing 
on their flutes, whilst their wives serve up their dinner. 

When an Indian hunts small game, he goes by him- 
self in the forest with the dogs, armed with an axe, 
bow and arrow, and generally with a gun ; the dogs 
giving tongue he pursues the game, but as the forests 
abound with hollow trees it often happens that the game 
creeps in one of them to hide itself, when the dogs 
remain barking before it, till the Indian makes his 
appearance, who stops the hole with branches and 
leaves, cutting at the other side of the tree or opening 
with his axe, by which he can either shoot the game or 
drag it out with his hands ; not being abfe to e(fe£l this, 
he lights a fire on the hollow tree, when the game is 
forced either to come out, or to stifle from the smoke. 

Fishing is likewise carried on with bow and arrow, 
which latter they manufacture of sharp fish bones, with 
sometimes hve or seven points ; or with the hook, the 
lines of which they make of threads from the plant 
called Pitay which for strength and fineness equal the 
whipcord of our Country. 
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They likewise fish with baskets which they place 
before the Creeks, and with a certain poisonous wood, 
which they throw into the water, by which means the 
fish fall into a swoon a^d float in multitudes on the 
surface of the water, of this we intend to say more here- 
after* Others occupy themselves with making baskets, 
and plait ^boxes of small twigs, called Pagales, of 
different shapes and sizes, square, oblong, and round, 
the rims of which they paint red and black ; these are of 
great use to them, to keep and hide their provisions, 
tools, and other things in ; some of these baskets are 
doubly worked, lined with Baroulou or Ahouai leaves, 
to prevent water penetrating into them ; they are un- 
commonly neat and light. 

Of this sort of basket work they likewise make a sort 
of sausages, sewing them into bags to squeeze out the 
Cassave. 

They also make a sort of grater of small sharp stones, 
which they know how to grind for that purpose, and 
fasten chequerwise on a board two feet long, and eight 
inches broad. 

Of similar stones their tools to carve wood with, and 
even to cut stone, consisted, previous to being made ac- 
quainted with the use of iron. They manufa6ture pots 
and pans, called Canaris^ of different sizes, with figures 
painted on them, in these they keep the liquors. They 
also have a sort of spoons or cups which they call Couis 
of different sizes, which they prepare from the bark or 
shell of the calabash fruit, this they cut in two, varnish 
with much neatness, and previous to its getting ripe by 
tying it, can form it in all sorts of shapes, carving on the 
prettiest figures of flowers and other divers decorations. 
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They make mats of palmist leaves, which serve them for 
tablecloths, and blanketSi or foot-mats, when sometimes 
they sleep on the floor. The hammocks, the principal 
and most useful of all their furniture, consist of square 
pieces of cotton which they hang up by cords to the 
roof; in these they sleep and pass the greatest part of 
their life, for this reason they cultivate the cotton tree. 
Hammocks are likewise made of the Pita, but they are 
not so good, as well on account of their hardness, as 
not being wove sufficiently close to prevent mosquito 
bites and fend off other inse6ls. The loom on which 
they make them, consists of four large sticks, five or six 
feet long, fastened at the corners with wooden pins or 
pieces of Liane, in the shape of a frame, on which "they 
cleverly know how to fasten chain-wise cotton threads ; 
this frame being placed against the wall in ratheraslanting 
position, they have a sort of shuttle with which they weave 
the hammocks, striking every time the threads close to- 
gether with a piece of hard-wood, a little sharpened, in 
lieu of using a comb, like our weavers,— the hammock 
being finished, they fasten cords to it, and hang it where 
they like ;. they often paint them with Roucou and other 
paints which they mix with balsam copaive or other oils« 
in all manners of squares and notions, in no bad taste ; 
the best are those of white cotton, seven feet square, 
though they make them of all sizes. In this work 
they are not exceeded but by the Brazilians. The master- 
piece of their arts, in which as in all the sciences they 
are extremely ignorant, is the building of their Pirogues 
and Canoes, with which they paddle exceedingly fast, 
and carry large cargoes, navigating with them the 
rivers, over the sea and along the Coasts; they are 
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wonderfully iigbt, formed out of a single piett from 
the hollowed-out trunk of a tree, and without nails. 
These are some 30 to 40 feet long, and smaller ones, 
go by the name of corials, one part eildtng in ^ 
point ; they are so' small that they hardly can con~« 
tain 2 or 3 persons, they easily capsize, but tec this the 
Indians care little, all being able swiramel^ ; turn it 
up, bail out the water, and proceed ; the bottom of 
these small ones, sometimes consists of only the bark or 
skin, of the thickness of a quarter of an inch, twisted or 
sewn together at the top with roots of trees, and the 
seams rubbed over with a certain gum or rosin. 

The way in which they build their craft is simple 
enough ; they look for a sound and strdight t-ree, ten or 
twelve feet in circumference, and long in proportion ; 
they cut longitudinally a small aperture 9 or lO inches 
broad and cut the wood out on both sides as even and as 
smooth as possible in order to get it round; this done, 
they tarn the tree over to give it outside the same form, 
usually somewhat narrower before, though sometimes 
fore and alt equally wide ; they particularly take care to 
give the body at both sides an equal thickness* A large 
canoe is commonly two inches in the keel or bottom 
i^ in the sides and one thick at the bends; after this 
nothing remains but to open it to give it the proper 
width. For that purpose they make a sort of scaffolding 
of small posts, a little elevated, standing 3 or 4 feet from 
each other, on this they place the canoe ; they then put 
fire in and outside, and when the bottom is well heated, 
they take a piece of hardwood made in the shape of a 
pair of tongs, with which they grip the sides of the canoe 
and gently keep them outwards so that they are bent open 
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at once in the space of 3 or 4 hours time ; they always 
have water on hand to extinguish the fire shouk) it 
become too strong, and to prevent the canoe getting 
burnt; a tree which has ten feet in circumference, is 
generally 5^ feet wide, one of 9 feet 4^ feet, and so on« 
Very seldom do the Indians trim up their Pirogues, as for 
that purpose they would require nails and boards, which 
they, and particularly those who live in the interior, 
cannot well come at ; for this reason some are con** 
tented with boarding up the sides, fore and aft, with thin 
boards of a certain palm tree, four inches wide, which 
they understand to fasten together so tightly, that no 
water can get in ; they likewise place across some 
pieces of wood to serve for cross beams, to make the 
craft tighter and at the same time to serve for benches 
tor the paddlers, sitting two, side by side. In the after 
prow they fasten a sort of rudder, or steer it with a 
paddle, called Pagaye. The pagayes are made of very 
light woodj 5 or 6 feet long, in the shape of bakers 
shovels; the other paddles are of the length of 2^ feet, 
and six inches broad, thin at the end of that part which 
enters the water ; the handle ends commonly of a half, 
moon shape, in order to have a better grasp. 

In a hollow sea, a pagaye is preferred to an oar, 
because the waves must be cleared quickly and is 
sooner done with a pagaye than an oar, which requires 
two motions; they not only make use of their crafit for 
rowings but likewise sail with them. Their sails are 
almost square, and sometimes made of canes split 
lengthways, in the shape of laths, placed close to- 
gether, and fastened with Liane or Pita threads. The 
men fell trees, and clear the ground for provision gar- 
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dens, which the women in their turn must cultivate and 
plant. 

In arithmetic they are exceedingly ignorant, their 
number not going higher than that of 5, pointing witi) 
their fingers to 10, and to 20 with their toes. 

To express the number of days and to remember their 
meetings, be it for hunting, fishing, or going to war, they 
prepare a Chart, which is a talley stick, or string of reeds, 
in which there are as many notches or knots as days are 
wanting before they come together ; every day they cut 
off one of these knots or notches, and by this means re- 
member at the proper time what they have to do. 

DESCRIPTION OF THEIR PROVISIONS. 

Their daily food consists of meat of all sorts of game 
and animals, as deer, tapirs, hogs, several sorts of 
monkeys, goats, and what more the country produces, as 
likewise of different river and sea fishes, like manatis*,, 
turtles, crabs in particular &c. and of fruits and roots. 
Meat they generally roast, or dry on a barbacot, or they 
boil it in their pepper pot, with fish, roots, and every- 
thing mixed, to which they add Atty or Spanish pepper 
which they use and eat for every purpose. They make 
their bread of a certain root, called by the Arawaks 
Kallidalliey or bread^ root, and by the Europeans and 
Indians Cassave^ of which we intend to speak more fully 
hereafter. 

After being well washed, they grate the root raw, as 
fine as saw-dust; the rasps used for this purpose are 
made of copper, 15 or 18 inches long, and 10 to 12 
inches wide, nailed fast on a board half a foot long, and 
a foot broad in the centre ; the negro wench who rasps 
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the root, fastens one end to a wooden trough, and holding 
the other end against her chest has placed next to her a 
basket filled with the cleaned root, of which she takes 
one in each hand, and in this manner rasps it fine ; after 
this, the raspings are taken to be placed into a press, 
called Jouri^ to squeeze the juice out of it, when it is fit 
to be made into bread. 

There are some who make this press from a wooden 
bowl, perforated with small holes, in which they place a 
mat or sieve made of small twigs, placing the flour on it, 
and covering it with a board, on which heavy stones are 
laid, in order from their weight to squeeze the juice out ; 
others put the flour in bags made of twigs, separated 
from each other by boards^ which are squeezed by means 
of a heavy piece of wood or stick, acting like a lever, 
one end of which is fastened to a tree, a heavy stone 
being placed at the other, by which means they are 
squeezed out ; or they hang these bags to a branch of a 
tree with a heavy stone at the bottom, the weight whereof 
stretches out the bags, confines them, and the juice is 
thus expressed. After being expressed, the pieces are 
dried on a Barbecot, and afterwards sifted by a ManarU^ 
which is a sieve made of iteriti leaves, when they fall 
into a ^tf ^3^ or basket. The Indians previous to their 
being known to the Europeans, rasped their Cassava 
on pieces of wood, called Samarie^ with small stones, or 
on sharp rock stones, which are found high up the river, 
baking the cakes on pans made of clay. 

They have an abundance of VamSj Patates^ roots, 
fruits, &c., which we will hereafter describe. 

Drunkenness is the common fault with all Indians, 
there are no meetings or feasts where they do not in a 
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great measure exceed in their taste (or strong liquors, 
which often causes quarrels and fightings ; the Salivas, a 
nation of the Oronoque, boast however that they only 
drinkJn moderation, never quarrelling or fighting when 
Intoxicated. Their liquors include Graai, a mixture of 
syrup and water, which having stood for 3 or 4 days, 
is sufHciently strong to create intoxication ; Beliier^ 
made of Cassava bread, which they break into pieces, 
or as others maintain is chewn by old women, and 
soaked in water, till turned into a thick pap, which 
they afterwards allow to dry, adding water thereto 
when they use it ; it is so thick that one is obliged, when 
drinking it, to close the teeth, to prevent being choked, 
Payewari is prepared almost in the same way, but 
requires only one night to stand over, by which time it gets 
a sharp and pleasant taste; it ought properly to be pounded 
through a cloth to keep the large pieces in. Cassire 
is a beverage prepared in the same way of red yams, 
patates, cassava bread and sugar, leaving it two days to 
ferment, after which it gets the colour and strength of 
light red wine, very pleasant to drink. Chica is a sort 
of beer, made of different grains of corn or fruits, but 
generally from maise, or turkish wheat. After they have 
ground this corn fine, the women make bread of it, wrap- 
ping it up in palmist leaves, and afterwards boil it in 
a pot filled with water ; when this bread is fresh, they 
crumble it fine adding warm water; they then take 
five heads, which they call Sibery, which are mouldy, 
and reduce them as fine as flour, which they then mix 
with the aforesaid pap, and leave to ferment in pots for the 
space of three days, after which it becomes a good, and 
when used with moderation, a wholesome beer. 
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The Chtca, which they make of the cassava or manioc 
roots, is still whqlesomer ; they take a few of these cakes, 
place them one a top of the other whilst warm, cover 
them with palmist leaves, and after having fermented, 
soak in warm water and place in pots, for further fer- 
mentation. This beverage they call Pernou, or Berria, 
after the berry of the cassava of which it is made. 

OF THEIR RELIGION, MARRIAGES, LYING IN OF WOMEN, 
EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN, MALADIES,MEDICINES 
AND FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 

With regard to their religion, little can be said, as to 
my knowledge it has not yet been ascertained whether 
they pray to God, or adore him, far less what idea they 
form of the Almighty ; they however show some reverence 
to the Sun and Moon, and know a little of the course of 
the Stars, which serve them as guides in the forest. 
They believe in a resurreftion, for which reason they at 
their death take with them in their graves, several neces- 
saries of life, as we intend to show when speaking of 
their interments 

No other religious exercises or solemnities are observed 
by them ; they however much fear the devil, who they 
affirm, does them much harm. 

They likewise have amongst them some priests, called 
Pagayersy who at the same time are their physicians, and 
are called in, when they are sick, as hereafter will appear. 
The Indians generally marry in their tribes with cousins, 
even to the second degree ; the young men look upon 
them as their future wives, marrying them when scarcely 
two or three years old, though no cohabitation takes 
place, taking however in the meanwhile another wife, 
which they discard, when their cousins become pabile. 
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Marriages of most of them take place without cere- 
monies. At Cayenne, when a girl has made choice of a 
young man, she offers him drink, and a little fuel to 
light a fire under his hammock, should he refuse this, it 
is a sign he does not like her, if on the contrary he 
accepts it, the marriage is settled. 

On the same day the girl hangs her hammock close 
to that of her future husband, they sleep with each other, 
and the marriage is thus consummated ; the next 
day the new married wife provides meat and drink 
for her husband, and takes housekeeping in hand ; the 
son is then obliged to fish, hunt, and procure every- 
thing for his father-in-law, be meddling himself with 
nothing, the son-in-law obliged to do everything. 

When, with the Arawaks and Caraibs, an Indian 
wants to marry, everything is arranged between the 
girl and her parents, their family and friends come to- 
gether, when the father, or one of the nearest relatives, 
counsels the Bridegroom " to take care of his wife, to 
go daily hunting and fishing, and look well after his pro- 
vision grounds, in order therewith to provide the house- 
keeping,'' counselling the Bride "that she will respedi 
and be faithful to her husband, place every day when 
he comes home, meat and drink before him, and take 
pioper care of everything," when the ceremony is closed 
with singing, dancing and drinking; the Bridegroom 
taking his new wife, who sometimes is but 1 1 or 12 years 
old, to his hut, when the marriage is consummated. 
With the Guaykinos and Palencos greater ceremonies are 
observed. These make their daughters fast for 40 days, 
before marrying, entertaining the idea that when they are 
in their dangerous days, everything they touch gets 
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spoiled, and whoever puts his feet in a place where they 
have walked, gets swollen legs. 

To prevent such and other accidents, and to deliver 
them over in an undefiled state to their husbands, they 
are locked up, giving them for daily use during this 
fasting, no more than three dates ot the palmist tree 
(which they call Morichi) and three ounces of cassava^ 
with a jug of water, so that when the marriage day 
arrives they look more like skeletons than good-looking 
brides. 

The night previous to the marriage they pass in 
painting and greasing themselves, and tastefully decking 
themselves out with feathers of different fine colours, for 
which they take such a length of time that often the 
bride is not completely dressed before noon ; the Cagique, 
or Chief, however, of the village of the place arrives at 
break of day to give orders for the celebration of the 
feast. Immediately a troop of dancers make their ap- 
pearance from the forest, with plumes and feathers, 
accompanied with flutes and drums (made according to 
their fashion) and dance several times round the house 
of the bride, when an old woman emerges from it, with 
a dish of meat, which she hands to one of the dancers, 
who thereupon all run as fast as possible in the forest, 
and throw the meat on the ground, one of them crying 
out " Oh ! dog of the devil^ take this dish^ and do 
not come to disturb ourfeast^^ 

This over, the dancers decorate themselves with 
flowers, holding a bouquet in the right hand, and little 
bells in the left, accompanying the flutes, and return 
dancing to the bride's house, where another lot of dan- 
cers is met, likewise decorated with feathers, but of 
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another colour, having long flutes of black reed bung 
with feathers. 

They perform on their flutes in two parts, the sound 
of which is not unpleasant. The new married husband 
joins the dancers, sprucely decked out with singular 
feathers, and not having undergone such a long fast as 
his wife, he dances to his utmost. During the march the 
young married woman makes her appearance, accom- 
panied by two old ugly Indian women, who in their 
turn in a lacrymose strain sing airs in their language ; 
the first who begins, enlarging on the troubles and 
difficulties of marriage and house-keeping ; the latter, on 
the contrary, on the pleasures of marriagei — they go 
round the whole village, and on returning home the 
repast is found prepared, with every sort of fish and game 
and whatever fruit there is at hand*; thus glorious 
drinking takes place all round, and the feast is concluded 
with dancing. The Othomacs have a singular custom 
when they marry. When the young men become pubile^ 
they give them for wives the oldest widows in the village, 
but when these die, they can marry a young girl. The 
reason they give for this is, that when a young man and 
girl wish to marry each other they are like two children 
joined together who are unacquainted with the cares 
of house-keeping, whereas an old woman tells him what 
is needed for existence ; this however creates irregularities 
sometimes. I suspe6l this law was made by grey old 
men, to ke^p the young girls to themselves. 

Though polygamy is allowed with them, most of them 
rest satisfied with two or three wives, and when they 
take more, it is considered as a sign of fortune and 
greatness, because to obtain them, they either make 
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presents of game to, or barter for them with the parents ; 
a Captain of Caraibs had in this way thirty wives of 
different nations. These women seldom living at peace 
with each other, have each a separate house, in which 
they live with their children'; the game or fish caught by 
the husband, he divides amongst them according to the 
number of children each has, at meal time a mat is spread 
on the ground which answers for a table, at which he 
places himself, each wife bringing to him her share of 
meat, a cassava cake, or bread made of Indian corn, 
after which they walk out without uttering a single word 
to him, little caring whether he partakes of it or not. 
After a lapse of time each wife brings a calabash of 
Chica or other beverage, which they place before him 
for his use ; meal time over, the wife takes what is left 
with her children. Each wife has likewise her share of 
working the ground after the husband has cleared 
it, they plant, without disturbing their neighbours; 
quarrels nevertheless often take place amongst them. 
From all this it is seen that the women must serve them 
like slaves, and are not only obliged to take care of the 
children and the housekeeping, but have to cultivate the 
grounds, sow them, gather the fruits^ fetch fuel and water, 
and what further is required for preparing their meats 
and beverages, nay, even sometimes to look for their 
husband's meals; who only occupy themselves with 
hunting and fishing, and moreover oblige them to fetch 
the game they have shot, whilst they themselves lazily 
and unemployedly lie in their hammocks, making use 
of their legs only in war, in traffic and dance, hunting 
and fishing. 

When they take a dislike to their wives, they separate 
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and send them away, without caring for their mainte- 
nance ; it is however usual for the father to keep the 
children with him. Other nations take only wives for a 
certain period, which having elapsed, each look out for 
another husband or wife. When the women are con- 
fined of a child, which generally grows prosperously, 
they wash it in the river and carry it on their back in a 
little linen or cotton hammock slung from the right to 
the left side. Most of their nations have an absurd 
custom; the husband after the child's birth abstains 
from labour for a few days, as likewise from strong 
drink, which they believe to be pernicious to the health 
of the new born (from which the tale is derived that 
the men in lieu of the women are confined). Nay. in 
Cayenne, the husband, when his wife is confined for the 
first time, is obliged to remain lying in his hammock, 
which is bung high close to the roof, little or nothing is 
given to him to eat, but a trifle of cassava and water, just 
as much as to keep him alive ; after having undergone 
this hard fascing for a few weeks, he is allowed to leave 
his hammock, and with large fish bones or the teeth of 
the Acoury a quantity of gashes and cuts are made on 
sundry parts of his body, and he is even sometimes treated 
to a few lashes of the whip. 

After this ceremony, the young father is obliged to 
quit his wife for a few months and take service with some 
old Indian, who treats him on the whole as a sla\e. Mean- 
while he abstains from eating deer, pork, and other 
coarse game, neither may he chop wood with a large 
axe, for this would harm the child. This time of slavery 
past, he goes crab catching, and having caught a great 
number, prepares a large repast, where a great deal is 



r-rr- 



The Indians op Guiana. 



65 



drunk, the husband being carried afterwards with great 
pomp to his wife's house. 

A woman being delivered of twins is considered by 
most of these Indians a sure sign of adultery having 
been committed, she gets jeered on the occasion) and is 
severely punished by whipping from the husband; to 
prevent which, they have the custom to destroy and 
bury one of the twins, or both if ilUshaped, before the 
husband becomes aware of it. The Salivas have the 
custom of circumcising their children on the eighth day, 
but they understand the operation so little, that many 
of them die in consequence. This custom is observed 
by the Guamos and Othomacs, both residing at the 
Oronoque* Amongst some there is also the custom that 
on the birth of a daughter the mother's first work is to 
wind round very tightly under the knees and above the 
ancles of the child, four broad and thick bands, made 
at the threads of Pita, which they must preserve round 
their legs until death ; the flesh pressed out by these 
bandages, gives towards the calf of the leg, by which 
means they swell into an ill-shaped form, but is with 

them considered a beauty* Not less ridiculous is the 
custom which the wives of the Abani have at the Oro- 
noque ; they perforate on the tip of the ears of their 
daughters, when young, a hole, which now and then they 
widen, so that on arriving at puberty a piece of flesh is 
depending from each ear, in which an egg might be 
inserted ; these are not the only ones who disfigure their 
ears. 

Herrera assures us, that when the Spaniards landed 
at the gulf of Honduras, they found the ears of the 
women similarly bored, wherefore they called the Coast 
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CVi/fi i/6 Qrej\ or the Ear Coa^t, as yet may be seen 
on several old charts. Some consider it a beauty tQ 
have the fore and alter head flat, as the Tapouyranas, 
already mentioned. They never beat their children, nor 
have they any other way of punishment, seldom do they 
corre£l them for their faults ; their whole education con- 
sists of instru6ling them from their youth in swimming, 
fishing, shooting with the arrow, and making the neces- 
saries for private use, in which exercises they do excel. 

They take great care of the children as long as they 
are youngi but when arrived at the state of boyhood 
they do not meddle themselves any more about them, 
and treat theni like strangers. 

They neither will order, contradi£l, or punish them, 
which by the by, they do not dare to do, an instance of 
which we will quote. A Caraib Indian from the Spanish 
possessions having slightly reprimanded his son in the 
presence of a Spaniard, he became so incensed at this, 
th^t he gave his father a blow ; the Spaniard offended 
at such condu6l, found fault with the Caraib for his 
forbearance^ inciting him to severely punish the sauciness 
of his son ; on this the Indian replied. '^ Do you imagine 
*' our children are like your^s ? nothing of the sort ; and 
*' were / to punish him for this faulty he on getting 
** older^ Vfould kill me for it," 

These nations are subje6l to few diseases; which is 
principally attributed to their plain food, and plenty of 
exercise ; there are hardly any to be found ill-shaped or 
infirm ; they are strong by nature ; many attain a great 
age, nay, were you to believe some, the incredible age of 
above ioq and 150 years ; they are however subjeft tp 
a.swelling at the throat (which is attributed to eating 
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raw meat) to diseases of the chest, and small po^e, which 
are very dangerous. 

The Yaws, a bad sort of disease, is conimon with 
them, and so contagious, that if a fly has pitched iipoH 
such a person and places itself afterwards on an open or 
wounded part of another, the infeftion is carried with 
it, which many Europeans have experienced. 

This disease properly consists of large ulcers, sonie- 
thing of the size of a guilder ; when the ulcer is ripe, 
which can be seen from its yellow appearance, the 
sufferer is brought to the river, where he is washed, 
after which he is rubbed with lime juice, which has for 
that purpose been previously boiled, mixed with some 
fine ground charcoal, this generally proves a cure. 

They are likewise much subjeft to dysentery caused 
by eating raw or unripe fruit. There is also an epidemi- 
cal disorder, a sort of scurvy, accompanied witit much 
headache, giddiness, and such like. Amongst the 
diseases or disorders the Mebiky, or Sieken, may be 
reckoned a sort of Worms, which we will hereafter 
describe. They treat their sick with great inattention 
and most uncharitably, without considering whether 
they are their parents or other near relations who are 
ill ; it is sufficient for them to place the meals of the 
sick under their hammock, without uttering a word, far 
less to see if they partake of them. The 6ick 'howfever 
never complain, or make any noise, let them feel ever so 
much pain ; most of them die with an astonisliing s<;reriity« 
They possess a few medicines and herbs of which they 
know the strength, and often use with much success, but 
in grave diseases they send for one of their Pageyers, 
being at once their priest and physician, to exorcise the 
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Jawahu^ or devil, who they believe causes the disorder. 
This impostor goes by himself at night to the sick, 
holding a Calabash, which they call Wieda and in which 
they believe some devils are contained. 

In this he places some stones, blows into it, shak- 
ing it hither and thither, in order, as he says, to force 
the therein locked up devils to seek for their com- 
rades who afHi£led the sick men with the disease, for 
which purpose he 'roars and screams throughout the 
whole night, making all sorts of noises, such as of a 
monkey, tiger, parrot, and other animals, nay, these fellows 
know, so well how to change and control their voices, 
that when standing outside the hut, one would suppose 
a second person was speaking to him, answering his 
questions ; should the sufferer die, he always has his 
excuses ready ; it is either the patient had done too 
much mischief, waited too long, or Jawahu had told him 
he was too angry to help him, but should he by good luck 
recover, the Pagayer is nobly rewarded for his trouble, 
everything being given to him that he asks for, even if 
it were the wife or daughter of the sufferer. 

The Othomacs constantly sprinkle their sick with 
cold water, in which way they despatch them the sooner* 

The Guabayas and Chirocoas cover their sick with 
wet clay, or place them in water up to their neck, to 
drive away the fever, of which they often die ; they not- 
withstanding still proceed in the old way. 

Funeral solemnities are not always the same amongst 
all these nations, differing sometimes in a nation accord- 
ing to the place they reside in. At the death of most 
Indians, and particularly of the Arowaks, the nearest 
relations lay by their trinkets and go naked for a short 
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time, this being their manner of wearing mourning. They 
make an incessant howling and moaning until the body 
is laid in the grave, to which they invite a number of 
men and women, The corpse is previously washed, the 
head rubbed with oil, put into a cotton hammock, and 
lowered into a large round pit or hole which has been 
dug with rather a little hollow at the bottom, and 
covered with Manicole laths, so that the corpse is placed 
at least two feet from the ground in a sitting position. 
His furniture such as cotton laps, hunter's horn, scissors, 
knives, looking glasses (which they get from us by 
barter) with his bow and arrows are buried with him, 
to which some of his friends 3^d the like presents, 
to be by him made use of in the other world, or to be 
exchanged for meat and drink* After that his friends 
place a board over the grave, in order that the earth 
shall not touch the deceased, and other women cover 
it with leaves and then with earth, whilst those women 
who remain during this solemnity begin to cry and 
moan most miserably, joined with other lamentations* 

They bury the corpse with all that the deceased left 
behind him in his own house or hut, which only a year 
after they re-inhabit, but should many die at once 
in their village, they depart from it, saying the devil has 
punished the place. To those interments all the neigh- 
bouring Medicos are invited, and plenty of Pernou, and 
Berria, or Bassia is poured out to them. After this they 
place themselves in two circles, holding in each hand a 
whip made of Pita, with which they alternately lash round 
each other's legs, so that between the knees and ancles 
you can hardly place a finger without touching a bloody 
stripe, whilst the women with dismal screaming and mourn* 
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ing, cry out, WAo now will protedl them against their 
enemies, go hunting y fishings catch crabs for the Widows 
or children, &c., and in this manner the feast is con* 
eluded with bard drinking the whole night through. A 
year after, the Indians come to bewail their lost 
friends>- making a large fire round the different graves, 
i^ound which they carouse and dance, drinking so much 
Cfaait they are obliged to vomit, when they allege they 
are sick from grief. With the Warouws or Guaraunos 
at the Oronoque, the corpse is thrown in the rivtr, but 
tied to a rope, one end of which is fastened to a tree to 
prevent it from floating away; in an instant, certain 
fishes, called Guacantos, who live on human flesh, 
appear and eat away all the flesh, so that the next day 
nothing remains but the skeleton, which they lalce out 
of the water. After this they place the bones in a 
basket adorned with glass beads of different colours, 
arranging them in. such a way that the head is placed 
immediately under the cover ; this done, they hairg these 
baskets to the roof of their houses. 

The Achaguas make use of the same solemmties 
as the Arowaks with respect to their Captains, except 
that the last covering of the grave is laid with heavy 
clay, without crevices, which prevents the ants frofin 
disturbing the corpse* 

The Caraibs have the custom at the demise of their 
Captains to 4ay the body in a cotton hammock fastened 
at the ends to the roof; the wives of the deceased 
then range themselves round it, getting up at times ; 
within 24 hours, from the great heat, the corpse begifis to 
smell and decay, to which also a large number of flies are 
attradled ; these theiy are obliged to drive awaiy for 
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thirty days, without a single one being al]Qw«4 to pitch 
on the corpse. The day of interment having come 
qear^tbe friends pf the deceased place his weapons next tc^ 
the corpse, and obli|[e one of his wives, who generally is 
the oldest, to seat herself at the other side in the grave, 
to accompany her husband and to save him in tb^ other 
world, who consequently is buried alive with him ; this 
solemnity over, the oldest son takes over the inheritance, 
of his father, and his wives, and when a ye^r has elapsed, 
the bones are dug up, gathered in , a box or basket, 
and hung up to the roof as a remembrance. They some- 
times burn their corpses with everything the deceased, 
possessed, even his slaves, as some likewise do with 
the bones of their Captains. 

Several nations wear mourning for their relations;; 
the Jiraras, Ayricas and some others rub their whole 
body with a black paint, which is made from a fruit, 
called Jagua, and is so adhesive, that it cannot be washed 
oif« The wife, children, brothers and sisters of the 
deceased, paint themselves with it from head to feet» 
when they look exa6lly like negroes ; the friends of the 
deceased in the second degree paint only the feet, legs 
and arms, and part of the face; others rub with it 
only their hands and feet, with a few patches in the 
face ; their mourning lasts one year, during which time 
they are not allowed to marry. Some of these nations 
accompany their interments with a doleful and sad music, 
composed of a sort of Bassoons and Flutes of different 
sizes made of reeds ; the men provided with these instru- 
ments having arrived at the place of interment, the young 
men place themselves, then the girls in another row, 
and the women behind them. The widow er widower 
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then hegais to ciy oot in a sad voice and weeping, 
Ah I We unfortunates ! He or she is dead! How un^ 
hapfy we are ! without adding a sin^^e word moce ; 
this is repeated in the same strain by the bystandersi 
which added to the monrnful tune of their Bassoons 
and Flntes, and the moanings of the women and 
children^ creates as dismal and tragical a scene as can be 
well conceived. 

The Annibali, and some others, have sudi a fear of 
death, that as soon as they have buried anyone in 
his house they not only abandon their village, but also 
their grounds, and settle lo or 12 miles further on, 
building on this new dwellings. On being asked the 
reason of this, they replied, that as soon as death comes 
amongst them they do not consider themselves safe in 
his presence; others do not quit their villages, but burn 
the house with the mats and ihe arms of the deeeased, 
in order in this manner to burn death with him. 

To choose a Captain for their Chief, who commands 
during war but cannot interfere in civil matters, they 
had formerly, like some far distant Indians at this 
moment, extraordinary ceremonies. They assembled 
the Indians of the sundry villages, where, as likewise at 
all their meetings, plenty of Pernau and other drinkables 
were poured out and handed round in a calabash by the 
handsomest young girls, holding three or four fingers in 
it and the thumb outside, without any one else being 
allowed to touch the calabash either by finger or hand ; 
afterwards he who was to be ele6ted Captain, for which 
office they almost always chose the hardiest and 
cleverest archer, was presented to the meeting, accom- 
panied by two or three other Captains, who constantly 
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exhorted him to be valiant ; — after that>be placed him- 
self in the centre with his hands on his head ; the other 
Captains then each took a Maquary, which is a twisted 
whip of Pita, about five feet long, thick at the bottom, 
and tapering at the end, beating him alternately round 
the body, so that little of bis skin from the arm-pits to the 
stomach remained whole, everything being beat to rags, all 
this, without his being allowed to show the least sign of 
pain ; he was then placed on a wooden grate, or Barbecot, 
covered with leaves, under which a gentle fire was 
raised ; if he fainted, he was lifted off and sprinkled 
with water over the face, after which he was compli- 
mented with 8 or 9 blows from each of the Captains, 
and brought into a small square room where he could 
hang his hammock, in order to have a little rest, whilst 
the women sang songs in honour of his courage ; this 
proof was to be repeated two or three times before he 
could be elefled a Captain ; if he was married, his wife 
likewise received two or three blows, to participate in 
the honour and valour of her husband* Generally their 
courage and intrepidity consist in being able to endure 
blows, whilst most of them (the Caraibs excepted, who 
possess great courage) are great cowards, of which we 
will quote a small instance : a certain Captain or Owl of 
the Arowaks, in the Colony of Berbice, called Kak'- 
kebaretje, living in the village Abary, had accidentally 
arrived at the Fort of that Colony with some of his 
people to sell some merchandise, when a few English 
freebooters in the year 1665 attacked the Fort with a 
Barque of 10 guns; the Indians took flight to the forest, 
but this Captain to give a specimen of his courage, re- 
mained with the whites, where, frightened by the roaring 
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of the guns, which lasted for about half an hour, he crept 
into an empty sugar boiler, which was lying in the 
store, dirtying it in no small degree ; being found in this 
position trembling, he was much jeered ; returning after- 
i/ wards to bis Indians he reproached them for their cow- 

ardice, boasting that the Dutch owed the preservation 
of the Fort in a great measure to his valour. At present, 
however, no such ceremonies are observed at the 
ele£lk>fl of a Gaptam of Indians residing in the possessions 
of thcf Dutch, as they are raised to that dignity by the 
several Governors of the Colonies, who, as we shall 
observe hereafter, make him some presents, and incul- 
cate hi him lessons of obedience. 




Notes on a Journey to a portion of the Cuyuni 

Gold Mining District 

By Harry /. Perkins, F.R.G.S., M. Imi. M.M. 




|EING the river on whose banks the first serious 
attempts at gold mining were made during the 
present centufy, the Cuyuni should hold, if 
onty from a sentimental point of view, the first place in 
the miods of all successful gold-diggers id this Colony. 

It has long been known as amongst the most dan. 
gerous, if not the most dangerous, of all the larger rivers 
of British Guiana^ and there are times when the height 
of its waters^ either above o: below a certain point, gives 
it every right to claim this unenviable notoriety. My 
first experience of it was a highly unpleasant one in 
1887, when, with a brother surveyor, I spent about four 
weeks journeying up and down a portion of it, and 
surveying placer claims on its right bank* On this 
memorable occasion we lost two boat-hands from dysen* 
tery a third dyipg on his return to Georgetown from th e 
mme -asocder, and last but not least, in coming down 
stream our boat capsized at the Accaio — the lowest fall 
in the river — where one man was drowned and every- 
thing was lost, except some heavy iron brands and 
surveying' chains, which had become firmly wedged 
under the ribbons of. the boat, and which were recovered 
when it was picked up. The Government however, very 
generously made good the losses sustained by ourselves 
and the boatmen ; and we bad tharefore not much 
to deplore beyond the unpleasant feeling of having 
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made a most unsatisFa£lory journey. It is not my 
intention now to dwell upon this disasti'ous trip, but to 
describe a much pleasanter experience which I under- 
went io March and April last. Reaching Bartica per 
steamer on the ist of March, I was able, thanks to the 
special arrangements made by Messrs. Forbes & Co. 
of that place, to start in good time the Tollowing day, 
with a thoroughly sober crew, captain and bow-man ; 
and camped at the foot of the first (all. Proceeding 
thence onwards through eight different falls I passed the 
first magazines at Tiger Island, on the left bank, which 
belong to claims working at the sources of streams 
tributary to the Groote Creek. The next camps are at 
the foot of the Arrawak Matope Fall and known as the 
Perseverance landing, on the right bank. Above the 
Atrawak Matope, there is a long stretch of still water 
free from falls till three small rapias are met with 
named Simiri, Tukuri and Mutusi, then another piece 
of still water to the Stop Off and Tinamu or Maam 
(alls and again still water to the Payuca fall and 
thence the next rapids are those of Olupikai, or 
Popikai, near which my destination the Pap Island 
landing is situated. Having had to camp all day Sunday 
at Arrawack Matope and therefore not including it as a 
travelling day, I managed the whole distance from 
Bartica — some sixty miles as shown by Brown's map of 
E^ the colony— in live and a half days; and on my return 

l-i journey in a day and a half, having on the latter occasion, 

l the stream in my favour. Arrived at the river end of 

i the bush path to the placers which 1 had come to survey 

i^ I found the ground surrounding the Vdrious magazines 

t^ in the usual rather unsanitary state. Each of the store- 
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houses is guarded by a watchman who delivers to the 
carriers from the camps in the bush, the various stores 
ordered by the manager for the time being ; and though 
1 do not wish to libel any of these watchmen, it must be 
here recorded that one and all have a curious fondness 
for old, empty salt-fish boxes and salt-pork and salt-beef 
barrels, in the immediate vicinity of their dwelling places. 
Some men have two or three, others half a dozen or 
more of these unsavoury objeAs near them, I found one 
man apparently so devoted to them that he had a£tually 
made rough sides to his house out of the staves of these 
same barrels and when I asked him if they did not smell 
disagreeably he said ^^ no boss, first time dem stmk, now 
*' dey sweet." 

The road to the placers from the Pap Island landing 
is claimed^ by those who make use of it, to be the shortest 
and best graded of the three which communicate with 
the placers aback. One of these starts from the Quartz 
Stone Island landing below, and the other, from the 
Waiamu landing above. These two form with the river 
as base, a rough triangle, of which the apex is the 
colledlion of placers which are situated at no great 
distance apart. To describe one path would be to 
describe all three. The Pap Island path runs through 
flat swampy land for the first two miles, crossing one or 
two creeks about fifteen feet wide, which in rainy weather 
flood the surrounding flat to the depth of three or four 
feet. When the Cuyuni itself is full, the water rises 
higher and has been known to maintain its height for 
weeks, so that access to the riverside from the placers is 
a matter of great difiiculty and hardship tor heavily laden 
carriers. After the first two miles the road passes over 
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low hills and their intervening creeks, and as the placers 
are neared the hills become slightly higher and steeper, 
and large boulders of white sugary quartz are met with 
on every hill top, while the forest on all sides is rich in 
large trees, principally Greenheart and Mora. 

The camps are not so large, nor in most cases so well 
found, as in the Potaro and Conawarook, though I bad 
the good fortune to stop chiefly at the best of all of 
them — owned by Messrs. D'Aguiar and DUARTE, where 
a nicely shingled logie with such comforts as a table and 
benches were placed at my disposal. At one camp an 
effort, which has been partially successful, has been 
made to grow vegetable produce, and many a bunch of 
plantains and basket of tannias have rewarded the enter- 
prising manager who planted them. 

Most of the managers however, look at the subjeft of 
planting the land near them with too selfish an eye, for 
they say their positions are not certain, and the land 
located is small, or likely to cease to pay before any 
return can be gathered from the plants, and then follows 
usually a comparison of the far superior manner in which 
the same subje£t is treated in Cayenne or Surinam, 
where immense tra6ls are licensed for gold mining, of 
v^hich there is no fear of exhaus'ion for many years. 
But a dire£l question put to them as to their preference 
for gold mining in the three Guianas^ is always an- 
swered in favour of this Colony, where they say every- 
one, evea a poor man, has a chance of finding and 
working some good daim. It is to be hoped that the 
amalgamation of claims, which is feasible under the 
existing law, may satisfa£iorily dispose of the obje6lion 
as to the small area of land held by different indi- 
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viduals and companies, and that wherever this is taken 
advantage of, the owners of the claims will insist upon 
the land in the vicinity of their camps being planted- 
up ; for a good supply of fresh vegetable food will not 
only maintain the labourers in better health than they 
enjoy at present ; but the improved health of the men 
will ensure better and more remunerative work on the 
placers. 

The land is not rich, and not many crops can be ex- 
pefled from the greater part of it. From what I have 
seen of it myself, it seems richer on the Hats and valley 
bottoms, and if kept well drained will prove more pro- 
duAive than that on the hill sides, where plants are 
mostly placed in order to avoid the trouble of making 
drains. Crickets, of which there are millions, are a 
serious obstacle to agriculture in the Cuyuni, and so far 
as I have observed, throughout the diggings generally. 
They love to feast on the tender shoots of the young 
plants; and as they are no6lurnal in their habits, it is 
not easy to keep them away. Many a digger knows to his 
cost too, that they do not disdain to eat clothing of all 
kinds, and at night, when they sally forth from the 
chinks and crevices of the houses, it is imperative to 
secure all clothes not in use against their attacks. As a 
recompense however for the annoyancce they cause the 
digger, they furnish excellent food for the fowls (which 
perhaps are kept on the claim) and along with other 
inse£% food are no doubt the cause why poultry in 
the diggings thrive so well and are second to none 
in the colony. 

The Cuyuni camps are nearly all situated on hill slopes 
in the- neighbourhood of the claims worked by their 
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owners^ and the distance from end to end of the area 
thus inhabited is about 3 miles, most have a huntsman 
attached to them, whose varying success supplies the 
labourers with fresh meat. The huntsman at the camp 
where I stayed was particularly fortunate, and varied 
his performances with the gun, by occasionally poisoning 
a creek with hiari (Lonchocarpus densiflorus) , Once 
he and his brother, who a6led as Nimrod for another 
Company, obtained about a hundred weight of fish from 
a cre^k they took two days to dam up and poison. Some 
of the fish they brought home, haimara (Erythrinus 
macrodon) weighed seven or eight pounds a piece and 
were much appreciated by all. I asked the huntsman 
how much of a creek about ten feet wide and oiie foot 
and a half deep, a pound of hiari would poison ; he did 
not seem to have any very concise idea, although I 
showed him the piece of water I spoke of. HiLLHQUSE 
in a paper oh the Mazaruni River read before the Geo- 
graphical Society in 1833, says a solid cubic foot of hiari 
will poison an acre of water, but he does not specify the 
depth of the water* He mentions one famous poisoning 
where upwards of two thousand fish of four pounds 
average weight were taken. I was not fortunate in my 
own sport, beyond shooting a few powis and parrots. 
The most interesting game bird I obtained was a very 
diminutive trumpet bird, (Psopkta Crepitans), which 
was brought me alive by one of my boat-hands, who had 
caught it in the forest. It could not have been more 
than three or four days old and at hrst was very 
wild ; but soon became tamer, readily fed from my 
hand and followed me everywhere. Its downy covering 
was somewhat prettily marked from head to tail with 
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lines of russet brown and light bluish French grey. Jts 
cry resembled that of the adult bird with the exception 
of the trumpeting which gives the animal its name. 
Like most of my pets it has since unfortunately met with 
an untimely death. 

During my stay in the distri£l there was but little to 
be observed of inse6l life, with the exception of the ever 
present crickets. The only uncommon inse£t I captured 
was a trap-door spider, whose curiously constru£led den, 
some five-eighths of an inch in diameter, by three and a 
half inches in depth, I discovered in a gloomy part of 
the forest, close by a path, leading from one claim to 
another. I am not aware if the species has been found 
before, or if so, whether it has been noticed in this 
colony. The specimen I possess is remarkable chiefly 
for its very powerful mandibles if I may call them so, 
which to all appearance are much stronger than those Df 
the largest tarantula or bird eating spider (Mygale avicu^ 
laria) I have seen. In fa6l so strong are they that in 
consideration of the habits of the inse£l, I conclude its 
prey consist chiefly of coleopterous insefls, so admirably 
are its mandibles adapted for piercing their hard elytra. 

I was unable to secure the nest owing to the difficulties 
of carriage over miles of rough pathway, but hope the 
insefl itself may prove useful to identify its species. 

The Cuyuni diggings are somewhat unfortunately 
situated as regards the regular despatch of supplies to 
them ; for in the heavy rainy season, the river becomes 
so rapidly flooded and remains at a dangerous height for 
so long a period, that it is almost impossible for loaded 
boats to ascend it ; and were it not that a portion of the 
Camaria road— so called on account of its upper end being 
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situated just above the Camaria fall — is then navigable for 
boats, communication would be impossible.* This road 
or path, for it is merely a bush path, though in some parts 
quite twelve or fourteen feet wide, is on the left bank of 
the river and is about four or five miles in length from 
its commencement at the foot of the Accaio or lowest 
fall to the end at the top of the Camaria fall. 

At its lower end, and for about the first (wo miles, it 
traverses low lying ground liable to become swampy 
during the wet season ; but the upper portion is always 
well drained, being situated on a sandy plateau, well 
above the level of the river. The total rise cannot be 
much more than, if even so much as, forty feet ; and it 
would be a matter of neither great difficulty nor expense 
to lay a light rail or tramway along it. Were this done 
a great saving of time — some 3 days in going up and a 
few hours in coming down the river— would be eiTe6ied, 
and a series of eight tiresome falls avoided. Although 
these notable Cuyuni rapids would be cut off, there are 
more met with as the river is ascended ; two of the worst 
of these can be surmounted without danger by portaging 
the loads and boats. The remainder have to be faced by 
hauling up. 

There is a popular idea amongst the Boviander popula- 
tion of the Essequibo and its tributaries that the water 
of this river has a peculiarly copperlike taste. I have 
never detefted it myself, but have noticed that the 
usual colour of the water is much lighter than in most 
Essequebo streams, and it is well known that the Bovian- 
ders prefer the water from a dark to that from a light 
coloured, but not limpid stream. The river derives its 
name says Schomburgh from two Indian words. Cuyu, 



Tvyv^^'Z: • c 



Notes— CuYUNi Gold Mining District. 83 

* ■ ' 1 ■ ■ — - — — — — — » 

the white headed maroudi (Penelope pipile) and wini 
or uni, water. 

The Cuyuni has several large tributaries on both 
banks, with courses of several miles. Their mouths are 
hardly discernible to the ordinary traveller, as they are 
mostly choked by fallen trees matted over by a dense 
growth of creepers ; none of them so far as I am aware 
has been ascended, nor is any use made of them to 
communicate with the placers far from the riverside. 
In one or two cases this might be done, and notably in 
the case of a creek near the Pap Island landing and of 
the Waiamu Creek. The carriage of provisions to 
tbe placers from the river is always a very large item 
of expense in gold mining at present^ and might be 
materially lessened if water carriage were adopted for 
the greater part of the way. Most of the people objedl 
to doing anything for themselves in this way, as they 
state that they can get no one to assist them in clearing 
a creek, and if they do it for themselves^ there is nothing 
to prevent other people from using the creek, and thus 
benefiting at a cost of neither labour nor money, 'the 
same lack of combination is noticeable also in the con- 
stru6lion of the bush roads ; and where these exist it 
retards their improvement more than any other faftor at 
the present day. It is indeed almost a pity that the 
consensus of opinion among the placer owners of one 
locality for the adoption of one particular line of road (to 
be maintained in proportion to the use made of it by 
each set of claims owned by a distinct company or 
individual) is nut made compulsory, for were one such 
road established it might be gradually improved until 
the less swampy parts were thoroughly drained and 

L2 



'^ 



$4 TiMEHRI. 



rendered passable at all times ; and the creeks crossing 
it were roughly but strongly bridged. 

The nomenclature of the creeks and mountains given 
by the gold diggers in the Cuyuni as in other parts of 
the colony where gold is being mined, is peculiar, and 
rarely bears any analogy to the objefl to which it is 
applied. Some creeks have different names for different 
portions and though there is an illustrious precedent for 
this in the case of the Essequibo River itself, it is very 
confusing and apt to lead to litigation and trouble where 
claims are jumped, the name of the portion of the creek on 
which they are situated being amended for the occasion. 

The names of the mountains or rather hills, for they are 
not high enough to merit the name of mountains, usually 
express the condition of those who have climbed up 
them on gaining their summits, or whilst doing so ; for 
instance there is one named Blow-Hard, another Eye- 
Turn, Burst my Liver, etc. Two particularly exhausting 
climbs are called Sodom and Gomorrah, and the placer 
workers in their vicinity if occupied at the tom or sluice 
are referred to as being in the Pit, which of course means 
really nothing more than the hole dug in the soil to 
extrafl the gold-bearing sub-soil, but gains a peculiar 
significance if the hills named have just been tra* 
versed. ,Bush walking is at all times laborious and 
exhausting and has been aptly described, as going through 
a Turkish bath with a bag over one's head. The usual 
rate of progress is about two to two and a half miles per 
hour, tn fine weather, and over a good average path. 
In wet weather and in swampy or flooded land not much 
more than one and a half to one and three quarters of a 
mile can be accomplished in sixty minutes. 
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By the appointment of Surveyors as Government 
Officers, it is to be hoped that maps of the different 
distri6ls, necessarily rough at first, but constantly being 
extended and improved, may gradually be made. As 
these maps become more and more reliable, the existing 
roads can be altered, and made to run more dire6lly and 
with easier gradients to the river's bank than they now 
do, and effeft thereby a great saving of time and labour. 
The general distribution of the gold-bearing areas may 
then also be better defined; the occurrence of gold in 
the Colony better understood, and some guide furnished 
whereby other rich fields may be discovered. 

The Cuyuni distri6l geologically speaking promises 
extremely well for the future of the Gold Mining In- 
dustry. The principal rocks are metamorphic, and con- 
sist largely of shales, slates, schists and gneiss, pierced 
in many places by extensive igneous rocks. Quartz 
appears to be abundant every where. 

On the journey up, as the river was only about half 
full of water, I had many opportunities of examining 
the rocks. Granite occurs near the Penal Settlement 
and in many places along the course of the stream, 
being frequently highly quartziferous. Mica-schist is 
found at the lower part of the Caribise Matope, while a 
short distance above there is diorite. At the Arrawak 
Matope an indurated slate with veins and nests of bluish 
quartz impedes the free passage of the river. At Mutusi 
and Tukuri rapids, dolerite is met with, while at Quartz- 
stone Island large blocks of white vitreous quarts are 
plainly visible when the river is low. Quartz of the 
same nature lies scattered in all drre£lions in the part 
of the country visited, and on some bill tops thiire are 
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water-worn masses of it many tons in weight. In one 
instance an aggregation of these blocks looks from a 
little way off like a flock of sheep lying on the ground. 
Much of the quartz appears to be barren, but where it is 
gold-bearing the metal is plainly visible in isolated 
specks and granules. In many places both on hillside 
and in valley, where a tree had fallen and lay uprooted, 
I found masses of angular quartz fragments attached to 
the roots ; and sometimes some of the pieces were 
rounded and water-worn. 

In one case where the side of a hill showed itself 
partly in sedlion, there appeared to be a thin layer of 
quartz gravel spread all over it. From amongst this 
gravel I washed several battels of dirt, and from some of 
them obtained small crystals of gold along with other 
little pieces and specks of the same metal. Haematite is 
abundant in the locality and occasionally one finds 
lumps of bog-iron ore. On the heaps of tailings at the 
placers, pieces of quartz containing schorl or black 
tourmaline are common. Its appearance is somewhat 
peculiar and reminds one forcibly of the thorns of the 
species of Badlris sticking in the flesh, as it occurs in 
long needle shaped prisms with a bright sparkling 
lustre, and often runs deeply into the quartz. 

One of the most noticeable features of the claims is 
the absence from their lower portions of any fragments 
of rock except quartz. At the heads of the creeks shale and 
slate occur but these seem to have entirely weathered 
away as the course of the creek is followed, and in 
consequence the creek beds or Ihe valleys in which the 
streams flow are wide and flat; owing to which they 
swamp easily during the heavy rainy weather. The 
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water however does not take long to run off, and very 
often a difficulty is experienced in maintaining a supply 
of water suiScient to condu6l gold washing operations at 
their proper force. 

The gold appears to be very unevenly distributed on 
many of the claims and much disappointment has been 
experienced in working ground which prospedled well 
but did not afterwards come up to expe6lations. 

The conditions of labour appear to be the same as at 
the other gold digging centres in the colony, a noticeable 
feature everywhere being the improvement in the gene- 
ral health of the labourers as compared with the state of 
things six years ago. It is amusing to see a manager, 
lately, — very lately, — a mere labourer, going about his 
daily duties. Previous to attaining his new dignity he 
has never troubled about a coat nor boots, nor the work 
he performs, nor the supposed many snakes and wild 
animals and noxious inse6ls in the bush; but now he 
must always wear a coat, boots and gaiters, and also 
always have a breech-loading gun in his hands; some 
even aspire to a companion constantly with them in 
going from one place to another. Occasionally serious 
accidents arise from this praftice of carrying loaded 
firearms. On my way up, I learned that a quondam 
manager had had to postpone his trip; after proceeding 
a short way up the river, owing to his having acciden- 
tally, .of course, but not the less carelessly, put a rifle 
bullet through the shoulder of one of his boathands. 
Another serious accident happened to a man who had one 
of his hands shot to pieces by the gun of his companion. 
This same individual began his gold digging career in an 
unfortunate manner by being lost for nearly forty days 
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in the bush. It is always advisable when walking through 
the bush in company with others who may have guns 
with them, to satisfy oneself that the guns are not loaded. 
A breech loading gun can easily be charged, if necessity 
or opportunity to fire a shot should arise, and when the 
necessity or opportunity is past the charge if not fired 
should be w ithdrawn. 

The claims I visited seem, from an examination of 
Brown's map of the colony, to be in the same line as 
the Barima, Barama, Puruni (Mara-Mara) and Potaro 
diggings, and if the positions of these different fields are 
correctly defined on the chart it appears that there is 
a well marked belt of auriferous country running about 
25 deg. West of North which if continued further south- 
ward slightly to the westward, may prove to be at 
its richest in the Canuku mountains. 

Taking it for granted that the above named fields 
are in one and the same belt, it may not be con- 
je£lured unreasonably that the rich gold-bearing quartz 
formations ot the Barama distrifl will be found to 
traverse the Cuyuni and other more southern localities 
also. 

The permanence of the Industry in the Cuyuni will of 
course depend largely on the discovery of such a forma< 
tion ; and it will not be out of place here to remark for 
the benefit of those who may some day wish to purchase 
quartz mining properties there, that it is always advisable 
to have a report on the same by an expert, quite inde- 
pendent of any one employed by or for those who are 
anxious to sell the same properties to would-be purchasers. 




The Discouery of Alcohol 

Translated from the French of M, Berthelot, by G, H. ffawtayne, CMG.* 

jLCOHOL plays a considerable part in modern 
civilization. It is by hundreds of millions that 
the produce of the taxes imposed upon it in 
the budgets of the great European States is counted ; it 
is by thousands of millions that the profits gained by 
this manufa6lure are to be reckoned in both town and 
country. The tax upon drinks, the licenses of re£liRers, 
the development of distilleries, are subje6ls of meditation 
for financiers and legislators ; alcoholic liquors whether 
as food or poison or as substances useful to hygiene and 
in manufa6lures, or harmful to health, are to be found 
everywhere. But if wine, beer, and mead, have been used 
since pre-historic times the adlive principle which is com- 
mon to them, — that which produces agreeable excitement 
or hurtful drunkenness, that which is Concentrated in 
spirituous liquors — alcohol, has only been known for seven 
or eight centuries, and was unknown to antiquity. Perhaps 
it will not be uninteresting to tell how it was discovered. 
The history of the successive attempts of man in the 
discovery of useful things as well as of general truths is 
always worthy of our attention. We should be indifferent 
to nothing which concerns the progress and the suc- 
cessive phases of the human mind. 

Sic unum quid quid paulatim protrahit aetas 
In medium ratioque in luminis eruit oras; 
Namque alid ex alio clarescere corde videmus 
Artibus ad summum donee venere cacumen. — Lucretius. 

* La D^couverte de I'AIcool et la Distillation, par M. Marcelin 
Berthelot. Revue des Deux Mondes, 15 Novembre, 1892. 
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The name of alcohol so far as it is applied to the 
produ6l of the distillation of wine is modern. Up to 
the end of the seventeenth century, this word of Arabic 
origin signified any principle attenuated by extreme 
pulverisation or by sublimation. For instance, it was 
applied to powdered. sulphuret of antimony (Koheul), 
employed to darken the eyerlashes, and to different other 
substances as well as to spirits of wine. In the thirteenth 
and even in the fourteenth century, no author is found 
who applies the name of alcohol to the produ6l of the 
distillation of wine. The word "spirit of wine," or 
'* burning spirit," although more ancient, was not known 
in the thirteenth century, for at that period the word 
spirit was reserved for only volatile substances, such as 
mercury, sulphur, arsenic sulphuret, or sal-ammoniac, 
capable of adling upon metals and modifying their 
colours and properties* 

As to the denomination " Eau de Vie" this name 
was given during the 13th and 14th centuries to the 
elixir of life. Armand DE Villenuve was the fir$t to 
employ it as designating the produ6l of the distillation of 
wine. He also employed it not as a specific name^ but 
in order to mark its resemblance to the extra6ied produ6l 
of wine. The " elixir of life" of the old alchemists had 
nothing in common with our alcohol. This confusion 
has occasioned more than one error with the historians 
of Science. In fadl, it is under the denomination of 
* fire water,' that is to say, inflammable water, that 
alcohol first made its appearance, and this name was 
given as well to the essence of turpentine. Let us 
endeavour to determine according to the ancient authors 
and those of the middle ages, the origin of the discovery 
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of alcohol by shewing the successive steps taken in 
acquiring a knowledge of this substance. 

The ancients had already observed that wine furnished 
somethingwhich was inflammable. We read in ARISTOTLE 
^^ ordinary wine possesses a certain exhalation, and that 
is why it emits a flame" we read also inTHEOPHRASTUS 
the intimate disciple of ARISTOTLE, ^^ Wine poured 
^^ upon fire as in libations, throws out a flash," that is to 
say. produces a brilliant flame. Pliny employs a still 
more' decisive phrase. He teaches us that " Falernian 
** wine produced by the Faustian fields is the only wine 
which can be lighted by conta6): with a flame," in fa6l 
he describes what occurs to certain wines rich in alcohol. 

These were the common phenomena and accidental 
occurrences observed in the course of sacrifices and 
banquets which served as a starting point for discovery. 
The following is an amusing trick, imagined no doubt 
by some conjurer, and described in a latin M.S. in 
the Royal Library at Munich. ** Wine can be made to 
** burn in a pot by the following method:— -Put into a pot 
'* some red or white wine, the top of the pot being raised 
•• and furnished with a cover pierced in the middle — 
'' When the wine is boiling and vapour comes out 
** through the hole, put a light near it — immediately the 
** vapour will catch fire and the flame continue as long 
" as the vapour rises." 

Nevertheless alcohol was not isolated by the ancients « 
To proceed further, a new discovery of a more important 
and general charafler was required — that of distillation 
necessary to separate from the wine its inflammable 
principle. This discovery went through many stages. 

Ics point of departure was the result of common 
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obseryation. When water is warmed in a vessel *ts 
vapour condenses on the surfaces of surrounding ai> 
]e£ls and above all on the cover of the vessel, as every- 
one can observe on the lids of soup pots, kettles, tea 
and coffee pots. Aristotle records the faft in his 
" Meteorological' Vapour he says, condenses in the form 
of water if one takes the trouble to colledl it. He re- 
calls in another passage a less trivial fa6l which is 
doubtless due to chance, but which has received in the 
present day most extended application* ** Experience, 
'* be adds, has taught us that sea water reduced to 
'^ vapour becomes drinkable, and the vapourised produft 
.** once condensed does not reproduce salt water. Wine 
" and all liquids, once vapourized become water.'' It 
appeared therefore, according to ARISTOTLE, that evapo- 
ration changed the nature of vaporized liquids, and 
reduced them all to one identical condition— rthat of 
water. This change agreed with the philosophical ideas 
of the author, wine as well as sea water being thus 
reduced to the same state, that of water, the type of 
liquidity and regarded by the ancient philosophers as 
one of the four fundamental element? ot all things. 

Aristotle's remarks on sea water did not take long 
to become the origin of a pra6tical process, noted by 
Alexander D'Aphrodisius, one of his earliest commen- 
tators, about the 2nd or 3rd century of our era« 
According to this author sea water was warmed in pots 
of brass, and the water condensed on the surface of the 
lids colleCled for drinking. Such is the first germ of the 
distillation of sea water practised at the present day on 
so large a scale on board-ship. The process now 
adopted, thanks to the science of the 19th century, has 
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served as a substitute for those large stores of water 
formerly carried on long voyages, the iivsuffideQcy or 
deterioration of which caused so much of the suffer- 
ing and sickness related in the accounts of old voyagers. 
These constantly speak of frequent stoppages for the 
purpose of taking in fresh water, involving a search 
for water on the shore, a task which n6w«a-days is not 
necessary. 

But, in order to obtain in a short time from sea water 
large quantities of nearly fresh drinkable water, the dis- 
covery of distillation with its modern perfe6lion was 
necessary. I have just told what was the process noted 
by Alexander for extra6ling drinking water, from sea 
water. Similar processes are described by OlOSCORiDES 
and by Pliny in the first century of our era, for the 
preparation of two liquids of very different chara6ler-^ 
mercury and essence of turpentine. These discoveries, 
made by accident in the course of observation, were the 
commencement of the generalization of the ideas of the 
workmen and physicists of those times. Such was the 
beginning of advances which several centuries afterwards 
ended in a knowledge of alcohol. 

Cinnabar or sulphuret of mercury was employed from 
antiquity as a red colouring matter (vermilion). The 
Romans drew their supply from Spain, where still exist 
the principal quicksilver mines of Europe. 

It was early remarked that in heating it in an iron 
vessel, in order to purify it, it gave off vapours of mer- 
cury which were condensed on neighbouring obje6ls and 
especially on the lid of the vessel. 

This became the origin of a regular process of extrac- 
tion described by DIOSCORIDES and by Pliny. 
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Tbe cinnabar was placed in an iron capsule in an 
earthern pot, which had its cover luted, and was then 
heated. After this operation the cover was scraped in order 
to detach and unite the globules of mercury which had 
risen from the capsule. Artificial quicksilver was thus 
obtained, to which the ancients attributed properties 
different from those of natural quicksilver— I mean that 
found in mines. This was however, an illusion, the mer- 
cury being identical whatever the mode of extraction. 

The process employed to extra6l mercury by vapori. 
sation, is the same as that described by ALEXANDER 
APHRODISIUS to render sea water drinkable, and this 
process is the origin of the alembic, as I shall soon 
explain. 

Another rudimentary process, the first which has been 
applied to the extra£lion of an essential oil, is described 
by DIOSCORIDES and by Pliny. It was that of the distil- 
lation of the extra£ts of the pine or fir, which we now-a- 
days term turpentine. These were heated in vessels 
over which was stretched wool which condensed the 
vapour. Then the wool was squeezed so as to express 
the liquified produ£l, that is to say, the essence of turpen- 
line now called oil of resin or flowers of resin. It was 
not long before this played an important part in the 
^composition of inflammable materials employed in the 
art of war. But in the end, these names appear to have 
meant the more liquid part of the resins as well as the 
water charged with soluble constituents, which in the 
same way as the whey of milk, floated on these resins 
at the moment of their extra£lion, in fa£t the distilled 
and scented water which was evaporated along with 
the essence. Between these different materials, which 
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modern chemistry so easily distinguishes, there existed 
with the ancients a certain amount of confusion, and this 
it is which renders the reading and interpretation of the 
old writers so difficult. The decisive step in acquiring a 
knowledge of distillation was taken in Egypt. There 
the first distilling apparatus properly so called, was 
invented in the time of the first ages of the Christian 
era. They are described with precision in the works 
of ZOSIMIUS, an author of the 3rd century, according 
to the technical treatises of two female alchemists 
named Cleopatra and Mary. In the margin of a 
Greek MS. of St, Mark, are drawings of the apparatus, 
and these are in stri6l conformity with the Greek text 
of the ancient writer. I have produced elsewhere these 
figures and this description. The apparatus consists of 
a boiler or rather a receiver of balloon shape, in which 
the liquid is placed ; but for the lid is substituted a more 
complicated system, namely a large tube over the 
balloon, ending above in a top for condensation, shaped 
like a reversed balloon. This top is furnished with 
lateral tubes, conical, and bent towards the base, which 
are to receive the condensed liquid and allow of its 
flowing out into smaller balloons. All the essential 
parts of a distilling apparatus are there defined. These 
are the lateral tubes and receptacles which charac- 
terise the alembic. The word alembic as we employ 
it, results from joining the Arabic article al with 
the Greek word ambix already employed by DlOS- 
CORIDES to designate the condensing lid or cover; 
the words bekos bikos bikion are inscribed in the draw- 
ings of Zqsimius on the upper balloon or top^ where the 
condensation is effefled, as well as on the lateral recep- 
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Ucles which receive the distilled liquid. Such is the 
exa£l origin of the word alembic still in use at the 
present day. 

One distin£live chara6ler of the primitive alembic 
described by ZosiMlUS, is the multiplicity of the tubes 
leading off the vapour — he distinguishes alembics with 
two or three necks, namely, the dibicos and tribicos. The 
flowing of the vapour took place simultaneously through 
these multiplied necks and condensation took place in 
two or three receptacles at the same time. In another 
figure is seen an alembic with one neck which is pro- 
vided with a large copper tube. Again, an alembic 
described by Synesius, an author of the 4th century, 
and figured in less ancient manuscripts, shows the boiler 
with its head or top furnished with one tube, the whole 
heated in a bain marie or water bath. This form was 
hardly altered up to the i6th century. Perhaps one of 
these apparatus may be found in the temple of Phta at 
Memphis where researches have been recently com- 
menced. ZOSIMIUS in fa£l speaks in formal terms of 
apparatus which he had seen in the temple of Memphis, 

The alembic passed from the Greco-Egyptians to the 
Arabs without any notable change. The latter were not 

the inventors of distillation as is often affirmed. In 
chemistry as in astronomy and medicine, the Arabs 
confined themselves to the reprodu6lion of the apparatus 
and processes of their masters the Greeks, bringing how- 
ever to the task a certain completion of details. It is 
wrong to attribute the discovery of distillation and of 
alcohol to Rases or to Abulcasani and other Arab 
authors — at all events quotations verified with care, have 
not furnished me with any indications of this kind. 
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In fad Rases (loth century) in the passages quoted 
in support of this opinion speaks only of vina falsa 
ex saccaro mell et rico, that is to say vinous liquids, 
— false wines, — obtained by the fermentation of sugar, 
honey, or rice, some of which, hydromel for instance, 
were known to the ancients. 

But there is no mention of distillation nor of extrafling 
a more a6live principle in any writings of Rases known 
to me. As to Albucasis or AbulcasiM, a Spanish 
do£lor of Cordova who died in 1107, in the works on 
pharmacy which are attributed to him, there is only 
found a distilling apparatus for preparing rose-water, an 
apparatus differing in principle in no way from those of 
the old Greek Alchemists. Let us at the outset establish 
this identity which is worthy of attention. It results 
from the following phrase which it is useful to give 
in extenso. ^^ Take a brass pot like a dyer's, put it on 
" the wall and place over it a lid carefully made with 
*^ tubes to which the receivers are adjusted." 

Besides this, the number of tubes is fixed at two or 
three. Now this description applies exa£lly to the 
alembics with two or three necks of ChrySOPIUS, of 
Cleopatra, of Zosimius and the Alexandrian Alchemists. 

Thus the Arabs at the beginning of the 13th century, 
still used the complicated distilling apparatus of the 
Greco-Egyptian Alchemists. 

Alembics with more necks than these, were still 
in use among the western Alchemists of the i6th century. 
In the Treatise by PORTA entitled ** Natural Magic'* 
which is a compilation of pra6lical processes or secrets, 
the author speaks of a head or cap with three or four necks. 
But these ideas were abandoned, at least there is no 

N 



'^ 



98 TiMEitiri. 

ttraee of tbeiih^ in the followtng ages. In- this casci a^ in 
miEny other drcutnstancesy the men of Ae i6th century 
saw wteit constitutes the mosC advanced progress* but by 
a kind of intmtion and without possessing those clear 
notions dnd eita^l principles of physics, without which 
progress remains but accidental and fleeting. 

Another more lasting improvement was that of the 
worm. The alembics of the Greeks permitted them no 
doubt to obtain distilled liquids, but on the condition 
Ihat they worked very slowly and with a very low heat. 
Ifl fa6)f, the vapours condensed but badly in the tubes 
and caps with small surfaces represented in the manu- 
scripts; However little they tried to push on the dis- 
tillation^ the receivers become heated and condensa- 
tion was almost impossible. Thus the old writers 
dii^eAed that their apparatus should be heated over 
very small fires. They worked with intermediary baths 
of sand or ashes, or of water. The name of Bain 
Marie applied to the kitchen apparatus of the present 
day affords a remote souvenir of Marie the Egyp- 
tian alchemist. They often confined themselves to 
carrying on distillation by the mere heat of fermenting 
manure or at most by a slow fire of dung or saw dust. 
Hence their operations were so slow, that their distil- 
lations took days and weeks. ** It requires 14 days or 21 
days says one book, to accomplish the operation.'' Thus 
not only were the effe6ls of operations intended to cause 
sulphurous and arsenical substances to penetrate little by 
little into the heart of metallic laminae when subjeAed to 
the a£Uon of elixirs, secured, but the evaporation and 
collection of liquids placed in the alembics were also 
rendered practicable. 
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T;he operators of the Middle Ages finisli€|d \^y j^adil^g 
QMit 4;faptt they qpuld more rapidly qondu^ distilUtion .^y 
cooling the cap and the pipe w.bicl;i led to the finajl i;ecepr 
tacle. To this en4) they first plajced ^ound t!b,e ^ap ^ 
bucket filled with cold water. This .facilitated cipodens^- 
tion bnt caused a portion of the liquified vapour to fatl 
hack into t|ie boi.ler. A fre^b improvement w^iqh Pqrja 
describes, consisted in bending the pipe ^he^t^ween the qap 
and title jcqceiv^r so as to give it the ,fo^m ,qf a serpent 
C^ngwneos fiexus). Thus came into existepqe our 
**worm" and it was surrounded with cold water con- 
tained in a wQoden vessel. The modern aleq^bic was 
thence constructed. Nevertl^etess the u^e pf tfae^wpiim 
sipre^d but slowily^ and the invention wa3 regarded i^y 
tjhe writers of the i8th century as of recent origin. 

3uch is ;the 3\icce8siye progress made in the mic^c^l^ 
ages ii;i the construction of apparatus for t)^e dif)tillat(^>n 
of liquids. 

Let us here observe that in the present article^.theyvprd 
distillation is understood in the mp,derp sense of 
eyapor^tion followed by condensation of liquids : b^t 
with many of the authors of the middje ages it hfid a 
^i<^er ijneaning. In fa£t, the word in a literal ^en^^y 
signifies flowing drop by drop, and is also applied to 
filtration s^nd indeed to any refinement ,or purificatjpa* 
The wor(} ■ distil' even in modern langus^ge is sometimes 
im^d in tfajis sense. 

IJIor }s this all — it comprised formerly in the Greqo- 
Egyptian ages two distinCt operations, namely, the CQ,n- 
deiis^ion of moist vapours such ^s lyater, alcol^l, 
9^ essences; and the coqdensatiqn of dry vappur in a 
^d focin, such as metallic oxides, sji^lphur a^nd metallic 
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su1phur.2ts, arsenic acid and metallic arsenic, which was 
the second mercury of the Greek alchemists, and later 
the chlorides of mercury — sat ammoniac, &c. We des- 
cribe this condensation of dry vapours now-a-days as 
sublimation. It requires special apparatus, which was 
employed by the ancients and which gave rise to the 
arabic aludel or subliming pot. It is sufficient to note 
this other branch of the subjefl, from which several 
modern industries derive their origin— (or although con- 
nected with the study of distillation, it is foreign to the 
discovery of alcohol. 

"Heavenly things above, Terrestial things below." 
Such is the axiom by which the Greek alchemists desig- 
nated produfls of distillation and sublimation. They 
called the sublimated vapour which arose from below 
"divine," they also called mercury "divine" because it 
issued on high from below, and the drops which attached to 
the lids of their boilers were equally called "divine." 
But as was their wont, the alchemists translated these 
purely physical notions by symbols and a strange mys- 
ticism. Already DemOCRITUS (that is to say the Al- 
chemist author who assumed that name) called the spheri- 
taX apparatus in which distillation of water was performed 
" Celestial beings." The separation which these effefted 
between the more volatile water and fixed materials 
is thus described in a passage of Olympiodorus who 
lived in the beginning of the 5th century. "The earth 
" is captured after dawn still impregnated with the 
" dew which tlie rising sun attrafls by his rays. She is 
" then as a widow deprived of her husband accord- 
" ing to-the oracle of Apollo — by divine water I mean 
" the dew, theaerial water." In the same way Comareus, 
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a writer of the i6th century, repeats the allegorical 
pi6);ure of evaporation and its accompanying condensa- 
tion. And of condensed liquids rea£ling on solid isub-. 
stances exposed to their a6lion '^ Tell how blessed water 
<< descends from on high to visit the dead, stretched out 
^^ and chained, in the shades and darkness of the interior 
^ of Hades, how the new born waters begotten by the 
*^ a6lton of fire penetrate. The clouds support them ; 
*^ these rising from the sea support the waters." 

This singular language/ this enthusiasm which borrows 
the most exalted religious formulae ought not to surprise 
us. At that time meii, with the exception of some 
superior minds, had not arrived at that state of calm and 
abstra£lion which permits the contemplation of scientific 
truths with cool serenity. Their very education, the 
symbolical traditions of Ancient Egypt, the gnostic ideas 
with which the earlier alchemists were filled, did not 
permit them to preserve their sang froid* They were 
transported and as it were, intoxicated by the revelation 
of this hidden world of chemical transformations which 
for the first time appeared to the human mind. 

Thus in the early Greek treatises all the a6live liquids 
of chemistry are compounded under one common name, 
that of divine water. " Divine water,'' said they, **.is one 
^ in its genus but is multiplied as to its species, and allows 
" of an infinite variety of treatment." They gave to 
these varieties different symbolical names, aerial water, 
river water, dew, virginal milk, natural water of sulphur, 
water of silver, Attic honey, sea foam, &c. The confusion 
caused by this variety of denominations was however 
systematic, since its objedl was to bide from the world 
and uninitiated persons the secret of their manufadiure. 
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If it is sometimes possible to discover in the vagueness of 
tbe .descriptions of the Greek Alchemists something 
precise, there is as far as I know nothing which is 
applicable to the distillation of wine. The principle M 
fractional distillation and the variety of its produ£is are 
just touched upon in one or two passages, but these 
passages appear to relate to the treatment of alkaline 
polysulphurets, or of sulphurated organic matters having 
nothing in common with alcohol. 

I liave not .met in the Arabic treatises on medicine and 
materia medica printed in French, or in the Arabic MSS. 
or{G»EBBft and.otfaer alchemist writers which are before me 
and which » I am preparing for publication, aay precise 
paussage -relating either td alcohol or to any definite dis<* 
tilled liquor. I have already expressed my views with 
respefib to the text of Rases, sometimes erroneously 
quoted, fpr this refers only to fermented liquor, . without 
any allusion .to its distillation or the extradion of 
alcobol. Intthe same way mention is made of AlB'U'^ 
CA51M but this author having described certain distilKng 
apparatus reproduced from the dibicps and tribicos of die 
Greeks merely adds, ^* In this way he who wants distilled 
^iAe can distil >it." And he also gives direftions for dis- 
tiUiog, by these means, rose water and vinegar. He 
QOfly speaks of a distillation in hulk. Nevertheless it is 
certain that the idea of preparing an aromatic distilled 
water- such as rose water, much used in the East, appears 
lieceifor the first time, but there is nothing applicable to 
an. essence properly, so called, nor to alcohol in^particular. 

In ihese works I repeat the distillation of ^wine is only 
tceated of without any distin£^ion between>the successive 
products of ira£tional .distillation. However it was 
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tbeneeforward perceived that didtiUed wine was- ttt 
identical with water^ contrary to the old opSmotf of 
Aristotle, but our authors nowheife si»eak of alcohol^ 
though the knowldc^e of this substance mu^haveadmo&t 
at once resulted from the study of distilled liquids ob*^ 
tained from wine. 

The oldest MS. which contains a clear indication id 
this direction, is that of the ^ Key to paintiiHg' written in 
the 12th century'. I have already spoken of this wo«k-^ 
iti^a compilation of technical receipts from differont 
sources, especially Greek and Latin, with sotne Arabia 
additions. We cannot say to which of these sources the 
indication of alcohol has been traced. It is in fa£ty con** 
tained in one enigmatical phrase which I have suc- 
ceeded in deciphering. The use of enigmatical words 
or cryptograms exists in many manuscripts of the period* 
We know that the formula of gun powder has been thu$ 
pointed out by RoGBR Bacon in a phrase which 
gave rise to much discussion. A similar method of 
transmitting scientific traditions under a preciisre form, 
however unintelligible to those not initiated, and con- 
trary in some degree as it may be, to our modern 
scientific practice, constitutes by comparison real proi 
gress from the vagueness of the old symbolical formulas. 

I ask leave to reproduce here the phraseology of the 
old text so as to give the reader a more complete idea 
of the historical problem relating to alcohol and its 
solution. '' Itis de commixtione puri et fortissimi xknk 
Cum III qbsuf tbmkt cocta in ejus negocii vasis fit aqua 
que accensa flammami incombustam servat materiam." 

This receipt at first sight is without sense, but these 
cryptographic words can be interpreted after a mode of 
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which several applications are found in the MSS. of the 
13th and 14th centuries. It is sufficient to replace each 
letter of these words by that which precedes it in the 
alphabet. We thus find xknk is vini, qbsuf is parte 
tbmkt is saliSf and the passage can be translated (some 
grammatical errors of the copyist being corredled) thus :— 
" By mixing a pure and very strong wine with three parts 
" of salt and heating it in vessels provided for this pur- 
^' pose an inflammable water is obtained, which is con- 
'' sumed without burning the substance (on which it is 
" placed)." 

It then treats of alcohol. This property of burning on 
the surface of a substance without burning it had greatly 
struck the first observers. 

Another more explicit indication is contained in the 
book '* On Fires" by MARCUS GRiECUS, a latin work of 
Arabic and Greek origin, but of which the MSS. do not 
go back further than the 13th century. It is a compila- 
tion of technical receipts, for the most part relating to the 
Art of War. 

The receipt relating to " Fire Water" must have been 
added as an after thought to the original text, for it 
forms no part of another MS. which exists at Munich, 
and is transcribed from the treatise on Fires. We re* 
produce this receipt on account of the new and char- 
acteristic indications contained in it. 

'* Preparation of Fire Water. Take a black thick 
** old wine. To every quarter of a pound add two 
" scruples of sulphur in fine powder, one or two of tartar 
^^ extrafted from good white wine, and two samples of 
** common salt in large pieces. Place the whole in a 
^ leaden alembic—- put the cap on top, and you will distil 
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^ fire watefi which you must keep in a well stoppered 
" glass vase.^ 

The MS. of Munich acUls : — ^ The virtues and properties 
of fire water are these. Moisten with this water a linen 
rag and light it ; it will produce a great flame. When it 
is put out, the rag remains inta£l. If you wet your finger 
with this water and set fire to it, it will burn like a 
candle without your receiving any injury.'' This was k 
conjuror's trick. The part these latter gentlemen played 
is shewn in a great many inventions of antiquity and the 
middle ages. 

The fa6ls indicated in this description show how often 
the first observers were struck with the real or apparent 
properties of different bodies however trifling they 
might be. 

But they often complicated their obsf'rvations by cer- 
tain superfluous details to which they attached as much 
importance as to the rest, on account of theories which 
served them as guides; these theories have played a 
certain part in the history of science. For instance in 
the first receipt of MARCUS Gr/ecus there is that 
singular dire6lion, to add sulphur before distilling. This 
dire6lion also exists in a book of Al-FarabI transcribed 
in another MS. of the same period, and which is found 
in the work of PoRTA, Natural Magicy composed in the 
i6th century. It is therefore not accidental. It is in fa£l 
the result of a theoretic idea set forth at length in many 
works. Chemists then thought that the great moisture 
of wine was opposed to its inflammability and it was to 
combat this that they added either salts or sulphur, the 
dryness of which they said increased combustible proper- 
ties. One of the old writers quotes in support of his 
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theory the case of dry wood and green wood, which are 
unequally combustible according to the season when they 
are cut and the quantity of moisture they contain. 

Let us remember that volatility and combustibility 
were then confounded, and described by the term sul- 
phurityt ^^ a term which was applied in this sense in the 
time of Stahl at the commencement of the i8th century. 
These ideas go back even to t)ie Greek Alchemists, who 
called every liquid volatile, and every sublimate given out 
frond below to above, sulphurous water, or divine water.'' 

Here we see the origin of those preparations so com- 
plicated and difficult to understand now-a-days, used by 
the older chemists. They tried to communicate to 
substances qualities which they lacked by adding to 
them certain matters in which these properties were 
supposed to be concentrated, thus sulphur was added to 
wine in order to facilitate as they believed, the manifesta- 
tion of its inflammable principle. The first savant of 
whom the name is known, who has written about alcohol, 
belongs to an age later than that of the composition of 
the writings alluded to. He was Armand de Villeneuve» 
and is usually described as the author of the discovery, 
which he never pretended to be. He confined himself to 
speaking of alcohol as a preparation known in his time, 
and which had astonished him to a very great extent. 
ARMAND DE VlLLENEUVE has recorded it in his work 
intituled " On the preservation of youths* a work written 
about 1309. 

" There is extrafled" says he, " by the distillation of 
^' wine or of its lees, burning wine, also termed Eau de 
" vie^ water of life, which is the most subtil part of the 
" wine." 
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Then he exalts its virtues. (Discourse on Eau de vie^ 
Water of Life.) *' Certain modern writers say that this is 
*' permanent water or water of gold| on account of the char- 
'' a£ler of its preparation. Its virtues are well-known." 
He enumerates the maladies which it cures. '* It prolongs 
'* life and this is the reason why it deserves to be called 
" water of life. It must be kept in a golden vessel ; every 
" other vessel except that of glass is liable to cause some 
" alteration. By reason of its simple nature, it acquires 
^ every kind of taste^ and of odour. When it has had 
^' communicated to it the virtues of rosemary and sage 
'' it exercises a favourable influence on the nerves." 

The pseudo Raymond Lulle, a more modern author 
than Armand de Villenb:uve, speaks with the same 
enthusiasm of alcohol* He describes the distillation 
of fire-water — derived from wine and its re£lification — 
as repeated if necessary seven times until the produfl 
burns without leaving a trace of water. It is called, he 
adds, vegetable mercury. 

We see that the alchemists at the commencement of 
the I4tb century were seized with such admiration of 
the discovery of alcohol that they assimilated it with the 
elixir of long life and the mercury of the philosophers. 
It is the echo of these memories which Renan reproduces 
in his philosophic drama L'Eau de Jouvence* 

But care must be taken not to consider every passage 
which treats of the mercury of the philosophers, or the 
elixir of long life, as applicable to alcohol. The elixir of 
life is an imagination of Old Egypt. DlODORUS DE 
SiCiLIA mentions it under the name of the ^ Immortal 
Remedy' ; it5 invention was attributed to IsiS and its \ 

composition is to be found in the works of Galen. In I 
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the middle ages formulae had not been much altered. 
This elixir of life was supposed to be susceptible of 
changing silver into gold, that is, it enjoyed the same 
chimerical properties as the philosopher's stone. 

If the discovery of alcohol does not respond to these 
illusions it has not had less grave consequences in the 
history of the world. It is an eminently adlivc agent, one 
at the same time useful and harmful. It may possibly 
prolong human life, it will certainly shorten it according 
to the way it is used. It is also an inexhaustible source 
of riches for individuals and States— a source more 
fertile chan can have been the elixir of the alchemists, 
whose long and patient labours have not been therefore 
lost — their dreams have been realized beyond their 
fondest hopes by the discoveries of modern Chemistry. 
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Amateur Insect Collecting in British Ouiana: 



By H. C. Swan, 




|HE whole continent of South America, and Bri- 
tish Guiana especially, from an entomologist's 
point of vieWi is noted for the number and 
diversity oi beautiful and curious inse6ls. Interse6led 
by magnificent rivers flowing through long open savan^ 
nahs, thick bush, and, in the far interior, mountainous 
distri6lS| this colony offers the colle6lor such opportuni- 
ties as probably never occur in any other country. 
Even close to town, nay, in the very streets of George- 
town and its suburbs, many rare beetles and butterflies 
are found, while at night round the lamps and attra6led 
by the glare always flit numbers of moths. In the 
public gardens, magnificently coloured butterflies may he 
seen flying by day, and it is not saying too much to state 
that a colleftor could procure a very lair representative 
colle6lion of Lepidoptera and Coleoptera within a radius 
of about 10 miles from the city of Georgetown. 

Of the native Coleoptera we have the cocoanut beetle 
which almost everyone knows; it may be found at the 
roots of old cocoanut trees and other old palms and 
rotten trees of almost any sort, In an old Eeta palm in 
the South Canal of the Polder on the West Coast, we 
found, on cutting it down, a perfef); nest of them, with 
some small Tarantula spiders. The top of the tree had 
been once a nesting place for parrots. The cocoanut 
beetle is a great pest to growers, as they do a great deal 
of damage by boring. It is said they were used in the 
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olden time to extort confessions from prisoners or slaves. 
A nnmber were put in half a cocoanut shell, this was 
tied firmly on the vi6lim, and the confession extorted by 
the excruciating pain caused by the boring and scratch- 
ings of the beetle. In the cocoanut palms are also found 
the palm weevil or ** gru-gru" beetle, an oval black beetle 
with a curious proboscis covered with fine hair. Man* 
tidXf of which there are several species in the colony, 
may be found among vines, and creepers or trees covered 
by these plants, but are somewhat difficult to deteft 
owing to their resemblance to leaves, being green and 
very much of the same shape. The thorax is very thin 
and carties a pair of long powerful front-legs, while the 
abdomen is large and full. The Chinese it is said amuse 
themselves by placing two of these Mantidae in a bowl 
or glass and watching them fight. Sometimes the 
elephant beetle ( Megasoma Aflaeon), may be caught under 
the ele6lric lamps in the town at night, becoming stunned 
or wounde'd by flying against the lamp with great force, 
after having been attra6led by the glare. Hardbacks from 
the same cause may be frequently seen lying by hundreds 
under each lamp, often blackening the road. The Harlequin 
beetle, (Acrocinus Longimanus) so called from the peculiar 
red and black markings on elytra or wing, has been found 
on soursop trees in Georgetown, but is a rather rare 
'< find." They appear to be coiamon in the Corentyne, 
and are handsome inse6ts, the largest measuringi if the 
legs are extended, fully 8 or 9 inches. The Beetle known 
as the "Sawyer" (Pribnus Cervicornis) — ^so named for 
its woodcutting propensities — is an exceedingly beau- 
tiful and powerful inse€l for its size. It possesses 
enormous jaws of great strength, very much jagged, 
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which it uses for sawing off the branches of trees in the 
busb^ cutting them so clean that it is difficult to believe 
a beetle could do it. Place an ordinary bit of stick or a 
lead pencil between its jaws^ and it will break it in two 
as though it had been matchwood. It is beautifully 
marked with brownish yello.Wi and a pattern on the 
wing cases in dark brown. The finest specimen I have 
seen here, was given to me by Mr. Frank FowleRi 
Government Surveyor, who caught it on the Upper 
Demerara River. The Cicada, or as it is commonly 
called, the Six o'clock Bee, may be heard anywhere 
about the town about six o'clock, but il would be a great 
mistake to suppose that these inse6ts only make their 
peculiar stridulation at that time of the day. In the 
bush, where there is always shade throughout the day, 
the cicada may be seen flitting from tree to tree all day 
making this noise. They are found in great numbers 
on the Berbice River. It is generally thought that this 
inse6l makes the sound by vibration of its wings, such 
however is not the case. *^ The organs by which this 
<' stridulation" is produced are situated at the base of the 
abdomen, in two cavities enclosed by large horny plates. 
The special organs enclosed in these cavities consist of 
elastic folded membranes attached to a horny ring, and 
the noise has generally been described as produced by 
the vibration of these membranes, caused by the a6lion 
of the muscles originating from the median partition of 
the second abdominal segment" (Cassell's Nat. Hist) 
They are very hard to catch, as one generally hears, but 
hardly ever sees them. The mole crickets are very numer- 
ous at certain times of the year, and become very 
troublesome at night by flying against the lamps. The 
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inse£l far excellence with which newcomers to the 
colony are especially familiar is the ubiquitous mos- 
quito, which I think of all other inse£l pests is the most 
annoying. The mosquito frequents low marshy land, 
the mouths of rivers which are at low tide expanses of 
mud, and mangrove swamps. In the far interior in the high 
lands, and well-drained tra£ls however, they are wanting. 
The eggs of the mosquito are generally laid in water, 
where they hatch and become swimming larvae which 
remain there until the larval stage is complete when 
they attach themselves to grasses or water plants, turn 
into pupae, and afterwards crawl out of their cases as 
perfe6l mosquitoes. The presence of fish in a tank or 
water with larvae is a remedy for mosquitoes, as the fish 
feed on the larvae and prevent their reaching the per- 
fe£l stage. Many kinds of centipedes and millipedes 
can be found in British Guiana, but the commoner 
species of the former, Scolopendra angulata, is to be met 
with almost everywhere; it is capable of infli£ling a 
severe bite which causes swelling and great pain. Scor- 
pions are found in dry places where rubbish is put, under 
leaves and dead twigs, often too common in some 
places to be pleasant, and thd colle6lor has to be careful 
when handling or meddling with them. In this colony 
they do not grow to anything like the size of the 
African Scorpion and can hardly be said to be as 
dangerous. By examining bushes and undergrowth one 
may often come across the Locust and the flying leaf 
Locust, the latter so named because it closely resembles 
a green leaf. I obtained a fine specimen of the latter at 
the Hobabo Benab, where it flew in towards the light. 
They are capable of jumping long distances, and have 
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fkoivcrful fatnd iegs for tbat purpose. The femalei when 
about to lay ber eggs, makes a small bole in the ground, 
and by means of ber ovipositor deposits them in this hole 
and covers it up afterwards. The Mantidae deposit their 
eggs in a similar manner. 

The Lepidopterae of the colony are so numerous, and 
include such a curious and interesting coIIe£lion, that 
tt would take up too much space to describe more than 
tistt commoner ones, which may always be procured by 
taking very little trouble. We cannot of course include 
the beautiful Morpho Butterflies, which may be seen in 
their glory in some creeks of the Demerara and Esse* 
quebo Rivers. The upper surface of the wings is of a 
splendid metallic blue which shines in the sunlight. 
Two of the best creeks for them are the Madewini and 
Camouni, in which I have seen a great number. They 
are exceedingly difficult to net, flying high and dancing 
up and down with very quick diovements. In liie 
Camouni creek, while passing in a bateau near the 
Chinese settlement, five or six of these fM. menelausj 
were seen. I stood on the gunwale and holding on to 
the top of the tent, net in hand, was about to make a 
sweep and catch them, when suddenly I missed, the 
boat lurdied over, and I fell over board into the stream* 
I lost my net, and experienced the inconvenience of a 
sudden ducking (moral, — never try to catch Morphos 
from a bateau). About dusk in the Botanic Gardens 
near the Lamaha Canal) Caligo Oberon may be seen 
flitting about under the trees, while it is not uncommon 
to net Caligo Teucer in the same place. The under 
surface of the wing^ are marked very curiously, the hind 
wing having a large ^'eye/' It is not often that a 
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good spiecimen is caught, as they are generally much 
damaged by flying against twigs and branches. The 
upper surface of the wings are of a dull metallic blue. 
The butterfly known as Coloenis Dido may be gene- 
rally caught round flamboyant trees, at certain times. 
The trees on the Brick-dam are favourite places for 
these. They are black with open green spaces on the 
wings. Papilio polydamus may also be seen hovering 
about places in which that peculiar plant, called com- 
monly the Dutchman's pipe (Aristolochia trilobata) 
grows. The larvae are so numerous sometimes as to 
eat every leaf of the plant, they are of a maroon colour, 
with black heads and markings of yellow, and grow to the 
^ize of half or three quarters of an inch. The butterfly is 
black with chrome spots round the edge of the hindwings. 
Hard to net, but fairly common is the Urania Leilus. 
The wings are black with stripes of bright metallic green, 
with swallow tails; a good specimen of this inse6l is 
a handsome addition to a collection. 

Among the moths the Sphingidse are conspicuous for 
their strength and swiftness of flight. The best known 
are the vine moths, of which there are the green vine 
moth (Argeus Labusca) the brown vine moth (Philam- 
pelus satellitia) and the striped vine moth (Ph. linnei), 
which are most delicately coloured, especially the striped 
vine moth ; they may be caught in gardens or on walls 
while resting in the daytime. The humming bird moth, 
(Macroglossa sp.) so named for the resemblance it bears 
to the humming bird, is a small dull olive green moth 
with marking of greenish brown on the forewings and 
two silver spots in the centre of each forewing. I have 
caught them several times in one corner of the Public 
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Buildings almost always on the same spot. Moths are 
as a rule disinclined to move during the day and when 
the net can be dispensed with it is so much the better, 
as by gently placing a paper bag over the moth and 
closing the mouthy a capture is easily made. In fa£l if 
you gently place your finger under the moth and push it 
up very gradually it will generally cling to the finger and 
may be removed without trouble, and then may be taken 
on the finger for long distances if not disturbed. Amongst 
the largest of the Lepidopterae of this colony, is the owl 
moth, (Thysania Agrippina) its wings a greyish white 
with dark markings in a zigzag pattern. Sometimes 
these moths measure from 8 to 9 inches across the wings. 
The silkworm moth of this colony (Attacus hesperus) is 
a very interesting inse6l. The larvae are gaily coloured, 
, being black, with bands of bright yellow and red. The 

^ larva when about to undergo the pupal stage spins a 

cocoon in which it envelopes itself. This moth is of a 
rich dark brown with yellowish edges to the wings, and 
having peculiar " saco" or transparent patches in the 
wings. The cassava moth, Dilophonota Ello. may be 
also caught without much trouble, it is of a grey colour, 
the body marked by bands of black and yellow. The 
soursop moth (Metopsilus Tersa) may be found about 
soursop trees for which it. has a preference, hence ifs 
name. The forewings are of a dark marbled appearance 
and the hind wings of yellow edged with black. This 
iQOth sometimes grows to a large size, some of the largest 
specimens having been captured in the vicinity of the 
Gardens. The spiders of British Guiana are very nume- 
rous and are exceedingly interesting. Among the largest 
are the bird catching spider (Mygale Avicularia) and the 
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common Tarantula, the latter of which is able to infltC^a 
severe bite causing great pain and imtatioa. The former 
is somewhat rare, and consequently not often found i« 
a mixed collection. Most of the commoner spklers^sudi 
as house spiders, and garden spiders, are very beautifully 
marked and form very interesting objefls under the 
microscope. About the bees and wasps much might be 
said ; the common bee, black with yellow bands is too 
well known to need any further notice ; of the wasps, 
tibere are a good many sorts* The Marabunta is about 
the best known of these. It builds its nest under brid^e$» 
under eaves, or in houses and on walls, it stings very 
severely, the poison being so potent as to canse great 
pain and swelling. There are also those that build the 
peculiar papier macbe-Iike nests on the boughs of trees* 

The study of Entomology is not only interesting and 
instructive, but may be made remunerative. Dei^rs on 
the Continent and in England, for good specimens of 
moth butterflies and inseCls, are willing to pay a fair 
price but they decline to have anything to do with 
damaged specimens. 

The best method then, of course, is to obtain the larva^ 
and place it in a " breeding cage" (an ordinary packi«^ 
case about 2 feet long with two sides knocked out and 
covered with perforated zinc, which will cosi: a triflci. 
will answer,) and by feeding the caterpillar on the lea¥es 
of the plant on which it was found, it will assume the 
pupal stage, when it may be placed in earth slif^itty 
damped, or bran, and left until the moth emerges. Next 
procure from the chemist, a French plum bottle* get it 
filled to a depth of half an inch with powdered cyanide 
of potassium and plaster of paris, which must be all(Owed 
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to set until hard ; into this bottle transfer your taiotbi and 
in a quarter of an hour it will be dead, when you take it 
out carefultyi and, foMing the wings back| put some 
creosote or naphthaline on the body, put it in an 
envelope^ and it isready lo be despatched to the dealer ;•— 
a perfe6l inse£t, which if rare will command a good 
pirice* If you want to make a coUefUon, the mrnGt 
must be placed in the cyanide battle and killed^ thsa 

taken out and aa entomological pin put lkroi|{b tbe 
thorax and pinned thus to tbe setting board. As a rule 
the Englisb Entesnologpsts favour the *' Low-set/' whereas 
Continental coUeAors adopt Uie ^ Higk*set," The 9fing^ 
must be placed in position aod^n tbe legs, not forget^ 
ting to place the antennae as in lite,, and the wings 
must be kept in position by *' braces*' or pjeces of 
paper pinned over the wings until they ate quite 
dry, which will take about 3 or 4 days* When dcy, tbe 
braces may be remoTed and the ^edflMa tsansfecred to 
the colledion* A little napbtholine may be phcediin the 
boac^ and a small quantity powdered over the specuaen. I 
hanw found this very good for keeping ante and miAef from 
my colkfiiogy in fa6ly I might s»y,tbal ants will net oDme 
to anir place sprinkled with napthaline. In die case d 
beetles, the body must be cleaned and cured, and put 
together again and placed 00 Ae setting boafd m 
almest the same maoner as the setting of a moth or 
butteri^. 
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By the Han. N, Darnell Davis. 




jUIANA is that vast region, some 800,000 or 
900,000 square miles in extent, lying between 
the great rivers Orinoco and Amazon, on the 
Eastern side of South America. Brazil, representing 
the dominion of Portugal in the past, owns the largest 
share of the Country, on its Southerly side« Venezuela, 
representing Spain, holds the Northern quarter. Between 
these two Republics, are three dominions of as many 
European Nations: British Guiana, adjoining Venezuela, 
and French Guiana bounding on Brazil, having between 
them Dutch Guiana. 

Of British Guiana, a territory of size equal to Great 
Britain, few people in the United Kingdom, excepting 
a limited commercial circle, know even the name. The 
colony cannot much longer remain the unknown quan- 
tity it is. Its golden sugar grains have done something 
to make it known in the past : but the world seems con- 
tent to do without these, when the bastard produ£tion of 
the beet-root can be had at a lower price. If, how- 
ever, the happy combination of ** Sweetness and Light" 
which Demerara Crystals supply, may be ignor^d^ the 
prospe£ts of the Gold Industry in British Guiana, must 



* History of British Guiana, by James Rodway, F.L.S. Vol. I — 
1668-1781, Vol. ll'^l'fiz^i^. Georgetown, Demerara. )• Thomson, 
" Argosy" Press. 
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draw attention to the colony : for Gold is an article 
whiclr all men desire to have, and of which no one can 
have too much, and there is abundance of Gold in British 
Guiana. At a time, therefore, when Britain's valuable 
possession in South America is beginning to be heard of 
by the world outside, it is very opportune that a history 
of this part of the British Dominions should appear, 
and Mr. James Rodway should produce his History of 
British Guiana, 

In the two volumes under review, the History of the 
colony is recorded from 1668 to 1833. Earlier times; 
were treated of by Mr. RODWAY some years ago, in his 
Annals of Guiana^ which dealt with the period from 
1493 ^^ 1668. In that earlier period there was mention 
of the repeated failure of the Spaniards, the discoverers 
of Guiana, to get any grip of the country, or even to 
explore it, owing to the brave resistance they met with 
from the resolute and ferocious Caribs who dominated 
the country. It was in 1499 that the Essequibo was 
passed by that daring, dashing, hidalgo, Don Alonzo 
De Ojbda, who, be it noted., had as his Pilot, the 

famous Florentine, Amerigo Vespucci. Ojeda gave 

the Essequibo the name of Rio Dulce, by which name 
it appeared upon the Maps of the New World for many 
years. In 1530, under Pedro De Acosta, the Span- 
iards attempted a settlement at Barima. In a very short 
time, however, those who had not been killed and eaten 
by the natives; and they were very few; were glad to 
escape with their lives, leaving all else behind then>« In 
1 53 1 Diego De Ordas, who had been one of the cap- 
tains of CorTEZ, in the conquest of Mexico, tried to 
enter by the Orinoco^ with no success. From an inci'? 
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6tnt arising out of bis expedittoDi grew up tkat faUe of 
Et Dorado, of tbe golden city of Maaoa, and its gold* 
besprinkled ruler, that, like a wiito-the wisp^ led on to 
failnre and destruflion, one after another of Spain's 
Ocean cfairalry,^ As early as 1542 tbe Datch had settle-* 
ments at Araya, in Venezuela, for collecting salt.t Dutch- 
men at that date, were loyal subjeAs of tbe King of 
Spain. In 1580, the very year that the Revolted Pro«^ 
vinces declared their independence of Spain, some 
Zealanders made a settlement in the Pomeroon, to which 
they gave the name of N4nfa Zelandia. At the same 
date, they established a post 00 the Abary Creek, whidi 
wais called. Nibie (Bushrope Town). In 1581 the States 
General of Holland, in June and July, passed various 
Resolutions declaring certain persons privileged to 
trade to the G>ast of Guiana. Driven in 1596 from the 
Pomeroon, by Spaniards and Indians, the phlegmatic 
Dutchmen, trek'd to Kyk*over-al (See aver all) an island 
situated where the waters of the Rivers Massaruni and 
Cuyuni meet. Tbe remains of a Fort, built of hewn stone, 
were found on this island. Tbe arms of Portugal 

were carv^ over the gateway of the Fort.t Being a 

I ■ ■ < » 1 1 I ■ 1^—%,. I ■ III ,. 

* Milton sings of 

Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezumat 
And Cuzco, in Peru, the richer seat ' 
Of Atabalipa, and yet unspoiled 
Guianat whose great City Geryon's Sons 
Call £1 Dorado, 
t Under Charles V, the Flemings enjoyed great privileges. He 
gave to the Baron de la Bresa the exclusive privilege of introducing 
staves into the West Indies. 

\ In his Frince Henry the Naingaiar f^p. 203, 004 Major siqrs of the 
period 148a to 1495 ;-* Hitherto the Portuguese in aial^Mig their 
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mere trading post at first, Kyk-over-al was occupied 
from time to time, by sailors from one ship until relieved 
by hands from the next vessel that arrived. In time it 
developed into the seat of Government for the extensive 
region between the Abary and the Orinoco. At their 
trading stations, the Hollanders left about ten men, one 
of them being put in authority as Commandeur. These 
worthy skippers were the predecessors of the Com- 
mandeurs, D!re6lors-General, Lieutenant-Governors, and 
Governors, of aftertimes. The axes, knives, beads, 
trinkets, and gaudy ornaments packed away in the com- 
mon storehouse, at the trading post, were exchanged by 
barter, for cotton, pita hemp, hanimocks, anatto, letter 
wood, vgum animi, balsam copaiba, and tobacco. The 
venture did not prosper, however, and would have been 
given up, but for the hopefulness of some sanguine 
Zealanders. In 1627, a Dutch merchant named VAN 
Peere, established a trading post at Fort Nassau, in the 
River Berbice, out of which, grew the Colony of Berbice, 
Meanwhile, in 1595, that great Englishman, Sir 
Walter Raleigh, had visited Guiana, entering by the 
Orinoco, in small craft, leaving his ship at the island of 



explorations had contented themselves by settin|^ up crosses by way of 
formal taking possession of any country; but these crosses soon 
disappeared, and the objei£t in setting them up was frustrated. They 
would also carve on trees the motto of Prince Henry, Talent de bien 
faire, together with the name which they gave to the newly discovered 
land. In the reign of King ]oao, however, they began to ere6t stone 
pillars surmounted by a cross. These pillars, which were designed by 
the King, were fourteen or fifteen hands high, with the Royal Arms 
sculptured in front, and on the sides were inscribed the names of the 
King and of the Discoverer, as well as of the date of the discovery, in 
Latin and Portuguese. These pillars were called Padraos. 
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Trini4a|^« It is not|Sworthy tbajt be took as a Pilot up 
the Ori^QCO^ an Indian from the Barima, who seems tq 
bavi^ becin captured by the Spaniards some time before. 
The poor fellow proved a very incompetent pilot. Sir 
WAliTEf^ Raleigh made such friends with the Indians^ 
that Englishmen, like Harcourt, for years afterwards 
neaped the benefit of the good-will that remarkable man 
bac) securfsd.* For one thing only did the Guianians 
reproach bim» and that was that he did not return to them 
as he had promised. Sir Walter's own explanation of 
his a£t of omission is best given in his own word$. He 
s^ys in hi? letter tq Lord Carew :— 

* The Oronoko itself had long ere this had 5.000 English in it, I assure 
myself, had not my employment at Cales the next year after my return 
from Guiana, and after that our journey to the islands, hindered me for 
those two years. After which Tyrone's rebellion made her Majqsty 
unwilling that any great number of ships or men should be taken out of 
^pgl^n^, till that rebellion were ended. And lastly, her Majesty^s 
death, ^nd my long imprisonment, gave time to the Spaniards to set 
up a town of sticks, covered with leaves of ti^ees, upon the bank of 
Oronoko, which they call St. Thome. 

Of his visit Sir WALTER RALEIGH published, in 1596, 
a delightful account in his book entitled The Discov^rie 

* Sir Walter Raleigh's voyage to Guiapa left some mark upon Eliza- 
bethan literature. The brave knight no doubt talked at the Mermaid 
of the Aborigines, and Shakespeare has made Othello speak of 

The cannibals that each other eat, 
The anthropophagi, and men whose heads 
Qo grow beneath their shoulders. 
Falstaif speaks of 

" A region in Guiana, all gold and bounty.*" 
The following lines of greeting to Sir Walter Raleigh upon his return 
from Guiana, are by George Chapman, whose translation of Homer 
still ranks so high among English Classics : — 

Guiana, whose rich feet are mines of gold. 
Whose forehead knocks against the roof of stars* 
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df The Large, Rich and Bewtiful Empire of Guiana."^ 
A reprint of that work, admirably edited by Sir ROBERT 
SCHOMBURGK, was published by the Hakluyt Society, in 
1848. Mr. EvERARd F. IM Thurn, with every qualifi- 



Stands on her tiptoe at fair England looking, 
Kissing her hand, bowing her mighty breast^ 
And every sign of all submission making, 
To be her sister and the daughter both 

Of our most sacred maid. 

♦ # * 

And now a wind, as forward as their spirits, 
Sets their glad feet on smooth Guiana's breast, 
Where, as if each man were an Orpheus, 

A world of Savages fall tame before them ; 

* * * 

And there doth plenty crown their wealthy fields ; 

And all our youth take Hymen's lights in hand, 

And fill each roof with honour'd progeny, 

There healthful recreations strew the meads. 

And make their mansions dance with neighbourho6d. 

Which here were drowned in churlish avarice. 

And there do palaces and temples rise 

Out of tjie earth and kiss the enamoured skies, 

Where new Britannia humbly kneels to Heaven, 

The world to her, and both at her blest feet. 

In whom the circles of all empire meet. 

* New Britannia' would be a very good analogue for " British Guiana/' 

* Captain Thompson of the Hycsna^ in an ofiicial letter, dated at 
Barbados, i8th June 178 1, wrote to Lord George Germaine, as one of 
the Principal Secretaries of State, about the newly captured settlements. 
In this letter, Captain Thompson says that Sir Walter Raleigh " in his 
" expedition up the Oroonoko, after the City Manon del Dorado and 
" the Golden Lake of Parima, got by some creek into Cajonieand Esse- 
" quebo Rivers, where he stimulated the Cairibbee Indians against the 
" Spaniards, exchanged with them presents and a flag, assuring them 

he would return --which flag and tradition the Indians retain to this 
day, as well as their unconquerable aversion to the Spaniards *' 
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cation for its performance, is now engaged upon a revised 
edition of Schomburgk's work. 

During his thirteen years incarceration in the Tower, 
Sir Walter was attended by two Guiana Indians 
named Harry, and LEONARD Regapo. But though 
Raleigh did not himself return, he sent out, in 1596, 
his devoted adhperent, Captain LAWRENCE Keymis, in the 
Darling, and, in 15979 Captain LEONARD Berrie, in the 
Wat, to explore. The survey of the Coast of Guiana, 
made by Keymis, was simply admirable. A reprint of 
its results will be found on pages 43 to 45 of part I of 
Mr. Rod way's Annals of Guiana. Of Sir Walter 
Raleigh's secondandfatal visit to Guiana, in 1617-1618, 
all the world knows. The only place that he landed at 
in Guiana, seems to have been Cayenne, where he spent 
about a month. The disastrous result of the affair at 
San Thome, by the party under Keymis, was told 
to Raleigh at Trinidad, where he had himself remained 
with his ships, in the gulf of Paria. In January 1618, 
Keymis, who had left Cayenne some days ahead of Sir 
Walter, arrived at Barima point. An Indian fisherman 
on seeing the vessel, carried the news to the Spanish 
Governor at San Thom6. Raleigh himself passed 
Barima Point on the 15th December 161 7. In our own 
day, Gold Mines in the neighbourhood of Bolivar, on 
the Guiana side of the Orinoco are well-known. The 
Old Callao Mine alone, has produced Gold to the value 
of millions of pounds sterling, and throughout the 
Guianas, from the Orinoco, to the Amazon, Gold is 
being found. Some of the Pilgrim Fathers were " earnest 
for going to Guiana, and those none of the meanest.'^ 

There are certain things to be remembered about the 
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Colonies now included in British Guiana. It was not, 
indeed, until 1831, that British Guiana, as such, came into 
existence. Up to that time, Berbice had been s^ distinct 
colony. Again, from the earliest years until 1745, Esse- 
quibo and Demerara were one and the same region. From 
the latter date until 1789 they formed separate Colonies. 
In 1789 they were united together as one colony, until 
joined with Berbice in 1831. Another faft of importance 
that must be borne in mind, is, that these colonies, for a 
period of their settlement were governed not direftly 
by the State, but by trading companies, or by merchant 
proj)rietors« They were, in faft, what were called Pro- 
prietary Colonies. That great trading combination, 
called the Dutch West Indian Company was given pro- 
prietary rights over the whole coast of Guiana. From 
this company, the Van Peres derived their rights to 
Berbice, The Boundary line between Essequibo and 
Demerara was the Boerasirie Creek, from June 1775 to 
31st December 1806. From the ist of January 1807, 
Bonasique Creek became the dividing line. The river 
Abary separated Demerara from Berbice, as was fixed 
in 1672. Between Berbice and the government of Suri- 
nam,, the Devil's Creek marked the boundary, until 1 799, 
when the limits of Berbice were extended to the River 
Corentyne. From 1781 to 1782, the three Rivers were 
under the British Flag. From 1782 to 1783, the French 
were in possession. From 1796 to 1802, the settlements 
were again under British rule, until surrendered to the 
Dutch in accordance with the terms of the Peace of 
Amiens. In 1803, the colonies once more came into 
possession of Great Britain, to which government they 
were finally ceded in 1814. Berbice remained a separate 
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colony untrl 1831, when it merged into the government 
of British Guiana, as constituted in thatyeslr. 

It was in 1607, when the Revolted Provinces were still 
unacknowledged by Spain, is an independent statei 
that the West Indian Cotnpany was first fb'rfeed. It 
seems to have been started with a view to an organised 
system of piillaging the Spaniard in the New World* 
His opposition to the establfshment of the totnpany 
\^outd appear to have been one of the causes of dislike 
to John of Oldenbarneveldt, which, lat^r on, caused 
that Dutch statesman his life. Owing to the Twelve 
Years' Truce of 1609, the objefts of the company were 
defeated, and it was revived only in 1621. It was n6t 
however, until 1623 that the company began active 
operations, from which date they gave both Spaniards 
and Portuguese very warm work for many years fotlow- 
ihg. The capture of the Plate Fleet by PiT Hein, the 
Dutch Admiral, and the taking possession, and holding 
for some years, of a portion of Brazil, are' the most pro- 
minent fa6ls of that period of the company's existence. 
But, a bad time came. Portugal shook off the yoke 61 
Spain in 1640, and, under King JOHN, resumed its inde- 
pendence among the nations. The Portuguese in Brazil, 
inspirited by the success of their compatriots in th^ 
Fatherland, rose in arms against the Dutch intruders 
and drove them out of Brazil. Forsaking the sure gains 
of commerce for the dazzKhg profits of plunder and 
conquest, the compainy became insolvent* In its con- 
dition of impecuniosity, it could do nothing f6r E^se- 
quibo, and resolved to abandon the settlement. There 
were always some Zealanders in the company, and these 
were fatithful to their first love. These formed a fresh 
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compajpy, lyhiqh leased Guiana for an annual payifieqt 
qt about £12$, to be paid from the pfofits of the sale of 
Anattp, Ey a chapter of the 20th Septemberi 1674, 
granted by the States Qeneral, a nev^ \ye6t Indian Com* 
pany was forped, in which >yere merged th^ rights of 
Sh^eholders in tfie old company. The uiew compapy bad 
a monopoly ot the SlavjC Trade, ^nd of Esseq^ibo, but all 
ptber Dutch possessions ip the West Indies were open fpr 
trade to the Netherlands in general. The governing bpdvi 
in Holland, of the Company, was the Council of Ten, 
It consisted of so many members, of whom four Dire£lors 
represented the Shareholders of Amsterdam, two, Zea- 
l2^nd, ^nji one each were from the Maas, South Holland, 
an(d North Hollaed. The President was appointed by 
the States General, who retained and exercised supreme 
and sovereign authority over the Company's possessions. 
Until the 31st December 1791, the Compaqy's rule 
continued. The States General refused to renew its 
charter, «^nd the settlements became, dire£lly, depen- 
dencies of the parent State. For years befpre that 
c)iange, the colonists had held the convi6iion *'that a 
Trftdjng Company was utterly unfit to manage an 
agricultural colony," as it only looked after its own interest, 
and wanted to prevent the planters buying or selling 
10 any other way than through i^s Agents, just, forsoqth, 
as if they ^^ were in the bands of their merchants." Subjef^ 
t9 the supremacy of their feudal lord, the West Indian 
Comp£^ny, the Van Peres governed Berbice,as Patroons 
until 1 7 12. In that year the settlement was laid under 
ransom by the French, commanded by the Baron 
0^ MovfA^Si, who was despatched thither by JACQUES 
C^S,SAI(p> ffpni Surinam. Fpr two years afterwards the 
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Van Hoorns and other Dutch merchants became 
possessed of the rights of the Van Pe RES, and under 
this Company the colony languished from 1 712 to 1720. 
In 1720, the Van Hoorns promoted the Berbice Asso^ 
ciatton. To this Company a Charter was given by the 
States General on the 27th September 1732, and Berbice 
was governed by the Association for 63 years. In 1795 
the Council for the West Indian Colonies, in Holland, 
assumed the government of the colony. Of the general 
charafler of the government of the Association, an idea 
may be formed from Mr. RODWAY'S statement, that every 
concession that showed the least sign of liberality was 
either tabooed, or granted in a particularly ungracious 
manner. Indeed, the West India Company and the 
Berbice Association, by the meanness of their policy, 
verified Bacon's opinion, that traders are not good at the 
governing of young colonies, from their tendency to look 
for an immediate profit. 

Having obtained some idea of the Lords-Proprie- 
tors of the Dutch Colonies, it will be well to see how the 
different industries of the Colony were begun, for it is 
with the beginnings of things in British Guiana that we 
would concern ourselves, and the first place may well be 
given to the making of sugar. 

It would appear that it was to the Jews that Essequibo 
owed the introduction of cane cultivation. After the Zea- 
land Company had leased Guianafromthe WestlndiaCom- 
pany, they took steps to induce private persons to come 
and settle in Essequibo on their own account. Many of 
the new comers were Jews who had been in Brazil. It 
was owing to these Jews that small plantations were 
cleared and planted with canes. About 1670 sugar from 
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Essequibo was on sale in Middelburg, m Zealand. It 
does not seem, however, that the free settlers made 
much way in the colony until after the Council of Ten had 
declared, in 1740, that Essequibo was open to all citizens 
of the Netherlands, and a little later when Demerara 
began to be settled. The permanent establishment of 
the sugar industry appears to have been the work of the 
West India Company. It was some time in 1672 or 
1673 that Hendrick Rol, the Commander of Esse- 
quibo, who had recently tasted of the sweets of office, by 
having his salary raised to fifty guilders a month, turned 
his mind to sugar-making. Two cargoes of slaves were 
sent him by the Company ; land was cleared ; and cane 
cultivation was begun. By 1678 the Company had four 
plantations : Vryheid, on the side of Bartica Grove, Duy- 
nenburg and Fortuin to the South of Kalacoon, and PoeU 
wyk on Caria Island. They must have been very small 
estates compared to their modern successors, as it appears 
that twenty years later their total output was set down at 
from 300 to 500 hogsheads. These plantations were in 
the upper parts of the Essequibo. By 1674, there were 
five sugar plantations in Berbice. In 1720 the Com- 
mandeur of Berbice was dire£led to establish 10 or 12 
plantation^. In 1721 LAURENS DE Heere was appointed 
Commandeur of Essequibo. He at once began to lay 
out a Company's plantation, named Pelgrim, at the 
mouth of the Bonasika Creek, near Fort Island, and thus 
led the way to the taking up of the rich coast lands. 
As Mr. RODWAY points out, the drainage of those lands 
required capital, and, as a consequence, DB HEBREWS 
move tended to bring in a more substantial class of 
planters. In Van Gravesande's time, somewhere 
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about 1745, plantations Poelwyk and Duynenbuig, near 
Cartabo, were abandoned, a new Duynenburg was 
established on Fort Island and an estate called Agtekerke 
on Hog Island. The taking up the coast lands for culti- 
vation had, by this time, turned Essequibo into a Settle- 
ment, from being a mere trading station. The sugar 
industry had, in 1744, been recognized as a source of 
Revenue, by the imposition of a tax upon Rum and 
Molasses sold to English trading vessels. The Com- 
pany was very illiberal to its managers, paying them 
only thirty guilders a month, with liberty, as it were, to 
get their living from the still and molasses tank. No 
wonder then, that the Council often found that the estates 
did not pay, and desired to get rid of them. .Then, as 
now, however, it was not easy to find a buyer, and so it 
was decided to let things remain. Mr. RODWAY gives 
the following list of Estates and their owners, lying on 
the right bank of the Demerara, from its mouth upwards 
to Houston, in 1777 : — 

1. (Eve Leary) J. Bogman, Company's Path. 

2. La Bourgade, J. Salignac, Company's Path. 

3. Vlissengen, J. Bourda, Company's Brandwagt. 

4. Werk- en-Rust, Roedberg and Weber, Company's Path. 

5. Le Repentir, P. L. De Saifon. 

6. La Penitence, ]. F. De Saifon, Path of Two Chains* 

7. Ruimveldt (Ruymzigt) C. Van Der Ondermeulen and P. Van 

Helsdingen, Company's Path. 

8. Zorg-en-Hoop (Houston) B. Van Der Sautheuvel and J. E. 

De Vogt. 

Before this date, British sub]e£ls had come to settle in 
Essequibo and Demerara and now owned several of the 
most valuable plantations. They made good rum, which 
the Dutch had not succeeded in manufacturing. If ever 
there was a Planter's Golden Age surely it must have 
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been during the Napoleonic wars. It is enough to make 
a modern Planter's mouth water to read Mr. Rodway'S 
statement on pages 153-154 of his second volume, of 
the possibilities of Planters' managing to jog along 
notwithstanding high freights, high prices of necessaries, 
and all the risks and drawbacks of war time, and the loss of 
one eighth by drainage on the voyage. Sugar sold in 
1797 at 63 shillings the hundred weight; in 1798 at 65 
shillings, and in 1799 at 55. After this there was a 
drop in prices, which made the planters cry out terribly.^ 
Even those who cultivated coffee and cotton could find 
comfort, with the former at 200/ the hundredweight, 
and the latter at i/iod. the pound. In 181 1 Demerara 
and Essequibo produced, together, about 18,000 hogs- 
heads (of about 13 cts.) but the average price had fallen to 
34s. I id. the^ hundredweight. The labour question was 
now making itself felt, owing to the abolition of the 
slave trade, and cotton estates were soon to be thrown 
out of cultivation and the slaves from them to be trans- 
ferred to the sugar plantations, which still were the more 
profitable properties. 

In 1720 Commandeur TiERENS was ordered to begin 
the cultivation of Indigo in Berbice. In 1743, Indigo 
fields were ^^ still kept up'' in Essequibo. The mana- 
gers did not understand the manufadlure and the slaves 
disliked the work at the vats, so the industry did not 
prosper. In 1747, all the Indigo fields v/ere destroyed 
by caterpillars, and the cultivation was therefore given 

* The Poet, Tom Moore, had a story about the conclusion of a letter 
from a Dutch commercial house, as follows : " Sugars are falling more 
" and more everyday ; not so the respe6t and esteem with Which we 
" are, &c., &c." The letter may have been written at this time. 
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up. It was about 1746 that the cultivation of cotton was 
begun in Essequibo, to develop later on into a staple 
industry. In Berbice, directions had been given as far 
back as 1720, to begin the cultivation of cotton, and on 
the 1 2th of January, 1791, 46 concessions for planting it 
were granted in Berbice. Each concession was of 500 
acres of land^ liable to a tax of one stiver per acre. The 
further liability to make a road was, for the first time in 
Berbice, attached to those grants, all of which were on 
the coast. In 1800, a Cotton Estate of about 200 acres 
would clear about ;{j2,ooo a year for its owner. Only 
half the number of slaves per acre required for sugar 
were^ needed for the produ6lion of cotton or coflfee. 
Demerara and Essequibo together exported about ten 
million pounds of cotton in 181 1 : but, in 1814, the 
quantity fell to just over six million pounds. By this 
time, says Mr. RODWAV, cotton had seen its best days, 
and was about to be replaced by sugar. In Berbice, more 
even than in Demerara, was the ruin of the cotton 
industry felt. Many planters there became bankrupt : 
eleven members of Council among them. Governor Ben- 
TINCK himself had to compound with his creditors. 
Between 1809 and 1824, ^"^ hundred and eleven Cotton 
Estates were given up, of which only fourteen were 
turned into sugar plantations. The late Mr. CROSBY, 
for many years Immigration Agent General of British 
GuiaQd, has been heard to tell that he could remember 
seeing, when a boy, Berbice coffee, exposed for sale in 
London shops, as coffee of the choicest kind. But, past 
is all its fame, and British Guiana knows not Berbice 
coffee now-a-days. It was in 1729, that word was sent 
to Commandeur TlERENS of Berbice tp be particularly 
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energetic in growing coffee, which had but two or there 
years before been introduced into Surinam. From Sari- 
nam a few plants had already been brought to Berbice. 
The authorities in Amsterdam, at the time they so in- 
stru£led TiERENS, also wrote to the Governor of 
Surinam, asking him to send a boat-load of coffee beans, 
in the husk, to Berbice. Governor COUTIER complied 
so thoroughly with the request that the Dire6lors made 
him a present of a fine saddle horse. The coffee plants 
succeeded admirably, and Berbice became more pros- 
perous. Mr. RoDWAY finds that coffee and cocoa never 
succeeded well in Essequibo. Governor Van GRAVES* 
ANDE had even to send to Berbice, on one occasion, to 
buy coffee for the garrison in Essequibo. In 1800, a 
Coffee Estate of 200 acres would clear between ;£2,5oo 
and ;£3,ooo a year. Coffee was cropped two or three 
times a year. Every tree gave one, to one and a half, 
pound at each picking, or four to six hundred- weight 
per acre in the course of the year. About twelve million 
pounds of coffee were produced by Demerara and 
Essequibo jointly, in 181 1, but, in 1814 the quantity 
shipped from these two places fell to eight million three 
hundred thousand pounds. In 1824 there were still 
sixty plantations in coffee in Berbice. 

The cocoa grown in Berbice had a very fine flavour. 
In 1720 there were two plantations under this cultivation. 
An increase of the cultivation was urged upon Com- 
mandeur Tibrens by the authorities in Holland. Deme- 
rara planters who visited Berbice in 1783 reported 
that they had never elsewhere seen cocoa trees looking 
so healthy. Preference should be given, they considered, 
to the cultivation of cocoa in that locality: it having a rich 
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sub-soil, and being protedled from the East and North 
winds. ' 

Until April 1804, the export of firewood only, had 
been allowed. Now, the timber of the colony was allowed 
to be shipped away on payment of 30 stivers per cubic 
foot« It is worth noting that^ in May 17799 it was 
resolved to roof the buildings on Fort Island with wallaba 
shingles instead of with the branches of the troolie palm. 
How admirably the troolie is adapted to roofing purposes 
may, in our own time, be seen in the buildings which have 
been eredled in the North Western Distrifl under the 
superiUjtendence of Mr. IM Thurn. So late as i8i(5 
Berbice seems to have been without a saw-mill. At all 
events, at that date the Phoenix Saw Mill of the neigh, 
bouring Dutch Settlement of Nickerie found it worth 
while to advertise in the Berbice Gazette^ offering to 
supply house frames, kokers, and bridges. In 1782, the 
Count DE Kersaint planted the Com pany's Estates in 
Essequibo in provisions for the French troops. Rice is 
mentioned among the provisions. Under Dutch regula- 
tions made in 1785, planters were required to have provi- 
sion grounds properly planted, in the ratio of one acre 
for five negroes, under a penalty of 90 guilders for every 
acre less than the regulations provided. At the end of 
the last century every estate's dam was covered with 
fruit trees. Mr. Rodway does not say so, but it is 
reported that these were cut down at the time of the 
Emancipation, in order to remove temptation from the 
freedmen, who, by finding food ready to hand, might thus 
have been relieved from the necessity to work. The dearth 
of tropical fruit in British Guiana is now as remarkable 
as was the superabundance of it in the days of slavery. 
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The Hollanders who preceded us established one 
industry which might well be revived. Brickmaking 
began about 1722. This was near ^ Fort Nassau in 
Berbice, so that the foundations of houses and mills 
could be the better built, In 1739 Van Gravrs- 
ANDEi then Secretary of Essequibo, wrote to the 
Dire£lors in Holland, offering to build, within two years, 
a new brick fort, to replace the wooden one on Fort 
Island. He would make the bricks himself, and get lime 
from Barbados. Commandeur ^eelskerke supported 
the proposal, and the Dire£lors consented. In 1^46, the 
brickery had been removed from Cartabo. By 1777 the 
brickmaker had become of sufficient importa^nce to be 
mentioned in the same breath with the combined council 
and the blacksmith. In that year the Superintendent of 
the Company's estates in Essequibo was instru£led to 
set apart a house at Fort Zeelandia, for boarding the 
councillors when they assembled there, and to look after 
thp blacksmith and the brickmaker. On the Capitulation 
to the English in 1 781, it was stipulated in an article, 
that the Dutch soldiers should be quartered in the brickery 
on Fort Island. 

With Mr. RODWAY as guide, one may trace the 
genesis of the city of Georgetown of to-day, to its very 
germ. The headquarters of Demerara had for some 
years been on the island of Borsselen. The situation 
had in various ways been found inconvenient^ but the 
Dutch had not got beyond talking about a removal to 
the neighbourhood of a block-house, or Brandwagt^ 
which stood where the market building now stands. The 
a£lual beginning was made by the British in 1781. 
Stabroek, as first laid out, covered an oblong site running 
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back from the Right Bank of the Demerara. On each side 
of it, Northerly and Southerly, was a canaL Those 
canals were in later times partly filled up, to become 
Croal Street, or the Red Dam, on the one hand, and 
Hadfield Street on the other. The original Stabroek is 
now represented by the Brick Dam. What the British 
began, the French continued, and the Dutch completed. 
In his new house at the Brandwagtj the French Gov- 
ernor, the Count DE Kersaint, received visitors from 
9 o'clock till noon on Sundays and Thursdays. La 
Nouvelle Ville-^nd Longchamps were the names by 
which the infantile burg was called by the French. 
When the Dutch came to their own again, on the evacua- 
tion of the colonies by the French in 1783, they appear 
to have taken time to consider about the transfer of the 
seat of Government to Stabroek, for it was only in March 
1784, that they decided the matter. It was by a resolu- 
tion of the Council of Ten in Holland, on the 14th of 
September 1784, that the name of Stabroek was conferred 
upon the embryo capital. This name was given it in 
honour of the President of the Coancil of Ten, NICHOLAS 
Geelvink, Lx)rd of Castricum, Backum, and Stabroek. 
By regulations made on the 21st of September 1785, it 
was required that all kitchens were to be made of 
brick and covered with tiles, and that no house be roofed 
with troolies or thatch. On the i8th of 06lober in the 
same year, it was reported in the Council that the first 
white child had been born in Stabroek. By December 
1789, there were 88 houses and 780 inhabitants, of whom 
238 were whites, 76 free coloured persons, and 466 
slaves. A market was held on Sundays, on the middle 
dam until 1793, when it was removed to concession 



The Beginnings of British Guiana. 157 



number 27, which Mr. Rodway thinks was not far from 
where the Roman Catholic Cathedral now stands. This 
market was provided with provisions and feathered 
stock entirely from private allotments of the slaves A 
description of Stabroek as it was in 1796 will be found 
in PiNCKARD. On the 5th of March 1799 plantation 
Werk-en^Rust was added to Stabroek. What is now the 
New Town Ward had for some time been a suburb, but 
it could not be incorporated with Stabroek owing to the 
fa6t that Plantation Vlissengen, of which it formed part, 
could not| in terms of the will of that notable colonist 
Joseph Bourda, be alienated until the death of his chil- 
dren. On the arrival of the British in 1796, a military 
hospital was opened in the coffee logie of plantation 
Labourgade. This estate was the property of a Scotch- 
man named Cuming, a successful and prominent colonist 
in his day, who, having amassed a fortune, returned to 
Scotland to spend the evening of his life. About the 
hospital grew up a suburb which now comprises the two 
wards of North and South Cumingsburg. Lots of land 
on plantation Vlissengen, were shortly after the British 
occupation of 1796, leased to the lower classes of 
Creoles and Barbadians, as well as to free coloured 
people who carried on the trade of hucksters. Hence 
grew what was called Albinus suburbs, now forming Robbs 
Town Ward. Kingston itself sprang into existence 
immediately upon the British occupation, being known 
by its present name within one month from that event.* 

* BoUngbroke states that Eve Leary Barracks were named after a 
British Officer. This is a palpable error. The plantation De Leary 
was granted to Cornelius Leary years before the British Occupation. After 
the death of Cornelius his widow had a lawsuit for the property. It is 
probable that her Christian name was Eve, or Iva. 
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What is now Main Street was planned as a ''new road" 
in February 1797. On the 17th of May 1803, the Court 
of Policy decided to light *' the street'' (Brick Dam) at 
night ; made regulations for strays and against furious 
riding ; and established a new market in Cumingsburg.. 
On the 1 8th of the same month permission was given tQ 
build an Anglican Church in Stabroek, but, not until 
1 810 was such a Church opened for worship. The name 
of Georgetown was given to the capital by a resolution 
of Governor Carmichael and the Court of Policy, on 
the 27th of April 181 2. 

As Mr. RODWAY tells us, the plantation system of 
the Dutch offered no inducements for merchants or shop- 
keepers to settle in a capital, as every plantation shipped 
its produce and received supplies dire6l from the Mother 
Country. It is true that as early as 1774, a Jew name 
Abraham D'Azevedo, had scented business among so 
many christians, and had applied for permission to reside 
in Demerara as a merchant, but the colonists would 
not grant his request. He appears thereupon to have 
iappealed to the Council of Ten. An explanation was 
required by the latter. The Jews, the answer said, had 
no knowledge of planting and could only be traders, and 
yery petty ones too, going about among the negroes, 
who were already inclined to make a show with trinketsand 
ornaments, and the Council considered that they would 
be ruined by the Jew pedlars. The Peculiar People, it 
was further alleged, would smuggle slaves and goods in 
foreign vessels* They would, moreover, prevent their 
slaves from working on Saturday — their Sabbath — as 
well as on Sunday, and would make up for this by com- 
pelling the slaves to do extra work on the other days of 
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the week| by stopping their rationsi and this was a cause 
of trouble. The prejudice against the Israelites had, 
Mr. RoDWAY says, travelled from Surinam. The fini^l 
result was that the Council of Ten refused the permission 
to trade, and the Jews had to content themselves with 
owning a few plantations in the two rivers and in Berbice/ 
Before 1796, when Dr. PiNCKARD visited the Colonies, 
a few merchants had established themselves near what 
was called the American wharf, or stelling, in Stabroek^ 
and one or two stores had been opened in front of Plan- 
tation Werk-en^Rust. Under regulations of 1788 no 
shop could be opened outside of Stabroek. On the 
surrender to the British, in 1799, '^ the Trade followed 
the Flag,'' on. this as on other occasions; the restriflipns 
fell into disuse; and Stabroek spread itselt out towards 
Vlissengen on the one band and Werk-en-Rust on the 
other. Substantial merchants now set up trade, and in 
those days of slavery, the business on the Coast of 
Guinea, of '' Black- Birding," as it was then euphemistically 
called, resulted in supplying the Planters with " prime 
Gold Coast negroes." In 1797, it was made penal to 
sell anything excepting in shops and marketplaces. At 
the same date, to prevent frauds in weight, an Assayer 
of Weights and Measures was appointed ; so advanced 
were those old-time trades-people in the fine arts that 
tend to secure ^^ a fair and legitimate profit.*' The final 
cession of the Colonies to Great Britain in 1814 did not 
,cpme as a benefit without alloy to the colonial merchants, 

* When Gibbon Wakefield suggested to an eminent Hebrew mer- 
chant that a Colony of Jews might be established in New Zealand^ the 
Israelite said : " What, without any Christians ! No, no, Mr. Wake- 
field, that will never do ; we could not live^ See Sir George Bowen's 
Thirty Yeats of Colonial Government Vol, I, p. 432. 
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for the Governor had promptly to inform them that, as 
the protra6led warfare had occasioned frequent relaxa- 
tions of the Navigation Laws, now that peace had been 
secured, it was necessary to enforce the regulations of 
that system. All intercourse with foreign colonies was 
accordingly prohibited, except in cases of necessity. The 
want of small coin seems to have become felt as trade 
developed. In 1809 a silver and paper currency was 
introduced that lasted until the establishment of Banks. 
Accounts were kept in guilders and stivers ; the guilder 
being then rated, not at 32 cents, but at 40 cents, as is 
still the case with the guilder in Holland.* 

The development of social life in Stabroek is marked 
by the establishment of a Coffee House at the landing- 
place now known as America stelling, so early as 1796, 
by one John BODKIN. An advertisement of the Stabroek 
Circulating Library in 1801, states that its volumes 
numbered 15,000. As lotteries were allowed, on applica- 
tion to the Court of Policy, the Townspeople enjoyed 
opportunities from this mild form of gambling that to 
modern Georgetonians come in the shape of rafHes. In 
April 1800 the half lot No. 37 Stabroek was a pri^e 
offered in a lottery, and it is noteworthy that the property 
was valued at £1,750. Mr. WEAVER, a portrait painter, 
visited the colony in 1801. In 1802, Stabroek had become 
sufficiently advanced for receiving an exhibition of Wax- 
works. Among the figures shown were those of GEORGE 

Washington, John Adams, and Mrs. Siddons, as the ^ 

* Those who seek information respedting the history of the currency 
of British Guiana, should refer to A History cf Currency in the British 
Colonies^ by Mr. Robert Chalmers of the Imperial Treasury, London : 
Eyre and Spottiswode, 1893. The portion relating to the West Indies 
was revised by Mr. Harris of the Colonial Office. 
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" Grecian daughter." Shows were scarce, or money was 
plentiful) at that time, if the prices for admission may 
be accepted as a test, for adults were charged three 
dollars and children half price. It is only after the 
Jinal cession to Great Britain, that mention is made of 
horse-racing and cock-fighting. Race courses at the 
Kitty and Turkeyen seem to have led the way. 

It is sometimes thought fit to chara6lerise New Am- 
sterdam as ^'the ancient Town/' but the capital of 
Berbice was really of more modern growth than that of 
Demerara. The Dutch had had it ^' under consideration'^ 
for some years, to remove the seat of Government from 
Fort Nassau to the lower part of the Berbice, near to 
Fort St. Andrew's, which seems to have been finished 
in 1782, or 1783. A '^ final" Resolution to that intent was 
arrived at in 1785; but it was not until about five years 
later that the Town was commenced. Van Batbnberg 
assumed the Government in the latter part of 1789, and, 
the new Colony House being soon afterwards finished, 
Fort Nassau was abandoned, and New Amsterdam be- 
came the capital, with a very small and rakish society, ac- 
cording to Mr. RODWAY (Vol. 11^ p. 91). Indeed, until 
the cession of the colony to Great Britain, the chara£ler 
of social life in Berbice seems to have been of a disreput- 
able sort, and its climate had the worst of reputations. 
Among the phlegmatic Hollanders, a man who had gone 
to Berbice was accounted as one ^' gone to the dogs" 
the expressions being, in their own 'Batavian grace- 
fulness,' ^* Hij is naar de Berbiesjes," and '^ Loof naar 
" de Berbiesjes." Berbice would have rivalled Jamaica, in 
the opinion of Dr. JOHNSON, who is ^aid to have ob-* 
served, on being told of tlie death of a. Jamaica Planter, 
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Aol he doubted not that in the place whither he had 
gone, the gentleman would find much the same climate 
and Society as he had left behind. New Amsterdam 
was slow in expanding into the comely town, it now is : 
so picturesque as seen from the western side of the river. 
In 1 796, it " was little better than an ugly clearing, with 
here and there a house, without drains or roads." The 
site of the present town was ^^half a mile of swamp, 
covered with tree stumps." After the British occupation 1 
New Amsterdam rose with the fortunes of Berbice, and 
l>ecame a pleasant and lively place, with its own garrison, 
and having among its colonists a considerable number of 
gentle people* A survival of this class, was that ^ fine old 
English gentleman," the late Mr. ALEXANDER WiNTBR. 
The connecting of New Amsterdam with Geoi^etown, by 
the extension of the Demerara Railway's line, may yet 
help to revive the faded glories of New Amsterdam, so 
that the town on the Berbice may, in years to come, prove 
itself a worthy namesake of that hive of commerce on 
the Amstel after which it takes its name. 

A writer in an English News Letter of the Seventeenth 
'Century, states that some eariy Dutch traders to the 
East informed one of the Kings of Japan, who put them 
to either renounce their religion or quit their commercei 
that they were no Christians but Hollanders? Never- 
theless, Berbice, at all events, had a Predicant in 1672, 
as that Minister accompanied Secretary Van Berkbl of 
Berbice tu Essequibo, on the latter's mission for settling 
the boundaries between the settlements, when the Abary 
was agreed upon as the dividing line. In the agree- 

* The Intelligencer and the Newes^ p. 72, No. 9, London, January 28* 
l665« Britifth MtMeam. 
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ment of 1678 between the Council of Ten and ABRAHAM 
Van PerB) as Patron of Berbice, it was stipulated that 
Van Pbrb and his heirs should take particular care that the 
Reformed Christian Religion be professed and taught hi 
the. Distridl of the aforesaid colony. A qualified pastoc* 
was to be seledled who, before he went out to Berbice, 
should be presented to one of of the Colleges in Holland, 
Zeelandi Groningen, Ommelanden, or elsewherei that h^ 
might be " qualified to perform the duties of a Predicant, 
and whatever belonged to that profession in conformity 
with the rules of the Church." In 1678, also, in their 
instructions to Governor Abraham Beekman, the Coun- 
cil of Ten earnestly recommended that Commandeur of 
Essequibo, '^ to take care that the religion adopted by 
** the public authorities in these territories be maintained 
^* as far as possible in its usual form, at the fort and in 
^ the ships, and that the inhabitants of the country as 
'' well as their children, are brought through a holy life, 
** into the knowledge of God and the true reformed 
** religion." Nothing, however, is said about sentding out 
a Predicant to Essequibo, for whom the West India 
Company would have had to pay. In the case of Berbice 
the Ten could afford to be charitable as, in that case^ 
Van Pere had to find the money. In 1683 Governor 
Bbekman begged for a Predicant to be sent, as the 
.want of a minister had been much felt. In that year the 
Commander had been glad to receive a visit from the 
Predicant of Berbice^ who had baptised two little Beek^ 
mans, and had administered the sacrament. The Council 
of Ten cannot be charged with indecent haste in com- 
plying with the request for a minister. After having had 
it ^^ under consideration'' for about five years, they at 
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length sent out Pastor RUDOLPH HEVNENSas Predicant, 
in 1668. With his wife and child the minister lived at 
Kyk-over>al. They fed at the Comtnaodeur's table. 
Divine service was held at the Fort. When the new 
Colony House was built at Cartabo, in 1718, one of its 
rooms was used for both Council Chamber and Church. 
If the Company considered the Predicant as ** passing 
rich" on 30 guilders a month salary, besides the free table, 
it appears that Ministers in Holland did not think they 
had " a call" on such terms. From 1724 to 1730, Esse- 
quibo was without a Predicant, as it also appears to 
have been for terms of years on three previous occasions, 
since Hevnen's ministry. The Ministers who had come 
out bad, no doubt, cause for dissatisfa£tion, but, instead of 
trying to mend matters, they indulged in abuse and 
fault-finding. To increase their income, they looked for 
contributions from the private planters, and when they 
were disappointed of these, they became abusive. One 
of the predicants, Goldsberger by name, after resigning 
his care of souls, remained in the colony and turned 
planter. A really pious minister was HuBEBTUS Van 
GraveNBRock accounted He arrived in 1730 in Esse* 
quiboi and laboured there for 31 years, retiring on a 
pension,only from old age and infirmity. He never asked 
for a higher salary, " but the Direftors sometimes sent him 
** a cask of red wine for a present." He received a 
grant of land of which he made a sugar plantation, and 
thereby supplemented his pay. Thus did he make the best 
of both worlds, and was at one and the same time a Chris- 
ian and a good colonist. When he came out, in 1730, 
there was no church, but he held services at the Colony 
House at Cartabo. Later on there were places of 
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worship at Fort Island and at Ampa. Pastor Van 
GravBNBROCK sometimes preached to almost empty 
benches. This did not dishearten him. He visited the 
plantations at regular intervals, and very glad were the 
Colonists to see him. A case tried before the Court of 
Justice of Essequibo, on the 3rd of January 1 736, shows 
that the Reverend Doftor would not have his services 
disturbed, even though the benches might be nearly 
empty. On a previous Sunday, the pastor had been ad- 
ministering the sacrament in the church at Ampa, when 
the congregation was disturbed by the grunting of pigs 
which were being driven past the church, having been 
bought on board an English barque by one CHRISTIAN 
FiNET. FinET'S defence, that he had a6led without evil 
intention, was not considered adequate by the Court : 
and, ^ That the Sabbath might not be again profaned in 
that way," he was fine twelve guilders " for the poor," and 
cautioned not to do the like again on pain of a heavier pun- 
ishment. Mention is made of there being in 1720, a cedar 
church at the mouth of the Wieronie Creek, in Berbice. By 
the Berbice Charter of 1732, it was provided that the 
Direflors of the Association should, on being requested 
by the colonists, provide them with a qualified minister, 
schoolmaster, choir-leader, and the like, without being 
bound to furnish more than the free table of the Com- 
mandeur for the minister, an anker of brandy, and half a 
hogshead oC wine. Everything beyond these was to be de- 
frayed by the colonists. Somewhere about 1 744 a Church 
Consistory was established. To this body purchasers at 
au£lion sales are indebted for the charge for " Church 
and Poor." On the 5th of July 1745, the Consistory 
.applied to the Council for the one and a half per cent. 

T 
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Vendue Commission, towards the repairing of the church 
at Fort Island. In 1753, the English Planters in Deme- 
rara obtained permission from the Dire£lors of the 
Company to bring a catechisti or Scripture Reader, from 
Saba, at their own expense. The church at Fort Island 
was too far off for them to use it. As there was not a 
church in Demerara, Service was performed at the 
houses of the planters. Pastor Van Gravbnbrock had 
sometimes visited Demerara, but now he was old and 
infirm, and could not continue his visits* The Planters 
of that River, therefore, petitioned the Dire6lors for a 
Predicant of their own, but could only get a reply that 
this appeal should receive consideration. Good Van 
Gravbnbrock's successor. Dr. Isaak Lingius, visited 
Demerara twice a-year, on his sacred duty. For want 
of a church, he officiated at the house of the Comman- 
deur, or in the Secretary's Office, on Borsselen Island. 
The influence of the ministers may be seen in some of 
the laws, and in the administration of these. Every 
person who uttered a curse or a profane expression, in a 
tavern, was bound to put four schellings, for each 
occasion, into a closed box, to be kept by the tavern 
keeper. If the offender did not so comply, he was to 
be reported to the Diredlor General. Holy Days were 
to be stridlly observed, and on these days, it was pro- 
hibited to give Rum or other strong drink to slaves. 
JAQUES Salignac was, in 1757, fined 25 guilders, for 
allowing Rum to be sold and cards to be played at his 
house on Thanksgiving Day«^ At Fort Nassau^ in Ber- 
bice, the Council Chamber was used as a Church Hall. 
In July 1735, Christian Frauendorff sailed from 
Holland, for Berbice, for duty as Predicant His salary 
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was goo guilders per annum, with halt a cask of wine, 
an anker of brandy, and free board and lodging for him- 
self, bis wife, daughter and maid servant* To form a 
Church Fundi the Association imposed upon each plan- 
ter a jtax of 25 guilders per annum. On Frauendorff'S 
recommendation a choir-leader was appointed, who was 
to a£l as sexton and schoolmaster as well, on a salary of 
300 guilders. The new pastor seems to have been an 
uncomfortable sort of person for other people to get 
along with. The other officials thought him greedy, 
intolerant, and quarrelsome. What he thought of them, 
might be interesting reading, if one could but get hold 
of the private journal which the Reverend Gentleman 
kept. Now and then he regaled the Direflors in Hol- 
land, with spicy, and even scandalous extradls, but, so far 
fronr enjoying the tid-bits, the Dire6lors rebuked him for 
his fault-finding and for want of Christian charity. At 
first he boarded with the Governor : but he became so 
impossible that a house was provided for him near the 
Wieronie Cliurch, the Dire6lors allowing him 800 guil- 
ders a year in lieu of rations. He preached at Fort 
Nassau and Wieronie, by turns, and visited the Canje 
and distant plantations, to teach and baptise, only at 
very long intervals. The Direflors and the Planters 
were agreed that it was best to keep the slaves in 
ignorance. Nothing, therefore, was done for their 
religious instru£iion. Outwardly, the Berbicians were a 
pious people. The churches were well attended : con- 
tributions flowed in : the Councils were always opened 
with prayers : Thanksgiving services were regular : but, 
says Mr. RODWAY, it was, as in Europe at that time, 
merely on the outside. Religion and morals ** were of a 

T2 
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very low standard/' Here, as in Essequibo, for political 
reasons, Roman Catholics were not allowed to belong to 
the Council and were even objefted to as common 
soldiers. Even Protestants, who did not belong to the 
Reformed Church, were regarded as obje6lionable people. 
As for Jews, they could settle among the elect of 
Berbice only by special permission of the Direftors. 
A Church and Parsonage were built at New Amsterdam, 
near Fort Nassau, and a Predicant name Farkenius 
arrived in 1752 to fill the cure. He came at the request | 

of a number of Lutherans, who undertook to pay his 
salary, the Direftors merely requiring that ** a modest, 
truthful and peaceable minister be chosen,"' A Moravian 
Mission had been quietly at work for some years, and in 
1757 the brethren had an Indian Mission of some 300 
persons on the Wieronie Creek. The missiotiaries 
received no salaries, but earned their livings by working 
at their handicrafts. They were looked upon with sus- 
picion, and even the Predicants were against them, but 
nothing could be brought against these inoffensive people. 
The Regulations for Land Grants, of the i6th of April 
1757, imposed a yearly contribution to the church of 
one stiver per acre, whether the land were culti- 
vated or uncultivated, At length Demerara welcomed 
a Predicant of its own. This was in 1766, when 
Hermannus LingiuS: probably a relative of the Pre- 
dicant of Essequibo : was appointed. No church was 
as yet built in Demerara; so the services of Reli- 
gion were held in the Council Chamber on Borsselc^n 
Island, or at the houses of some of the Planters. 
Seftions 4 and 5 of the Instru6lions to Direflor General 
Trotz, in 1772, required of that Governor as follows ;- 
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4« He shall promote, as far as lies in his .power, the knowledge of 
God and the true Reformed Christian Religion. 

5. He shall appoint some person to perform Divine Service when the 
Predicant is sick. 

Another Predicant was appointed at this time. In 1774, 
the Council of Ten enjoined the stri6l enforcement of 
the prohibition against others than those of the Reformed 
Church becoming members of the College of Kiezers. 
They also required that the church matters of Essequibo 
and Demerara should be kept separate, the one from the 
other. In July 1778, the Reverend- J. LiNGlUS wa§ re- 
primanded for disobedience to the Council of Essequibo. 
Wherein he offended does not appear. In the November 
following he applied for '* an honourable discharge/' on 
the plea of ill-health. This was granted* Arrangements 
were then made for the Predicant of Demerara to come, 
every two months, to perform service, for which he was 
to be paid from the Church and Poor Fund, On the 
capitulation to the British in 1781, it was specially 
stipulated that ^* the Religion of the inhabitants should 
not be interfered with." From a statement laid before 
the Court 6f Policy on the 22nd November 1781, it ap- 
pears that "Church and Poor" dues contributed 7,000 
guilders to the Revenue of Demerara. Part of the Pre- 
dicant's salary was paid from the Ongeld, Among the 
Publications of 1781, during the British Occupation, 
was an announcement that the Reverend Mr. BagGS 
was to preach at Borsselen Island. As Mr. RODWAY 
suggests, this clergyman was probably a Naval or Military 
Chaplain. Be that as it may, Mr. J^aggs was the only 
clergyman of the Church of England who officiated in 
Government Buildings at Borsselen. In January 1783, 
thfe French arrested the Reverend Mr, LiNGIUS "for an 
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offence against the Government,'^ and deported faim 
from the Colony. Demerara for some years , thence 
forward remained without a Predicant. On the evacua- 
tion by the French, one of their ^Military Chaplains Father 
Edward Lindbker, at the request of some of the in- 
habitants, remained and exercised his sacred office, with 
the permission of the Court of Policy, until his deaib s^ 
the end of 1784, or in January 1785. In 1783, the 
Council of Ten decided that salaries for Demerara ^ould 
be paid as ioUows : to the Predicant 2,400 guilders ; and 
to the Sexton, who was also to be choir-leader and 
schoolmaster, 1,000 guilders, and to the Janitor, 800 
guilders. They also proposed that a Church, and a resi- 
dence for a Predicant, be built in Demerara. A letter 
from the Council of Ten, of the 24th of September 1 783, 
said that, as the education of youth in the two rivers 
(Essequibo and Demerara) was in a most deplorable state, 
they proposed to establish a boarding<*scliool, whece 
children might be taught the rudiments of education and 
religion. A church, they said, was absolutely necessary, 
as the only place under the sun where there was no place 
for Public Worship was — Demerara. In 1791, it was 
ordered that Predicants should not marry parties un- 
less these first produced a receipt for 100 guilders 
from the Receiver — the amount being a sum payable for 
the privilege of marrying. How did poor people mani^ ? 
Service continued to be held in the Council Hall of 
Stabroek, for though it was decided in 1791 to build a 
church, a parsonage and a house for the Sexton, the 
matter remained ** under consideration." In 1791, the 
offices of Sexton, Schoolmaster, Beadle and Undertaker 
were held by one J. M* SUYK. In December of that 
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year this bloftted pluralist reported the necessity for a 
proper Burial Ground. The side dam of La Bourgadi 
bad lately served for burial of the dead. The carrying of 
the corpses by land, in wet weather, was a matter of 
extreme difBculty. He also wanted a negro boy to help 
him in sweeping '' the Church." A punt to carry the 
dead by water, and the negro boy were allowed him. 
The Burial Ground was left for ^ further consideration." 
In that same year, 179I1 the Predicant of Demerara, 
Dominus J. W. DB Bruyn, reported that he had received 
a silver Communion Service, and a new '* Table Cloth," 
for ^ the Church/' In the same year the Church Con- 
sistory was charged with the administration of the Church 
and Poor Fund. For some years Stabroek went with- 
out a clergyman of any denomination, but in February 
1797, service was celebrated in the Council Hall| which 
seems by that time to have been reserved solely for a 
church. The clergyman was the Reverend Francis 
McMahon, an Anglican Clergyman who was probably 
the Garrison Chaplain to the British Forces. He received 
the Predicant's salary of 2,400 guilders and 800 guilders 
tor house rent. Mr. McMahon had shared in the fearful 
tragedy of the Insurre6lion in Grenada in 1 795.* From 
this time forward, excepting the short interval in 
1802-1803, when the Settlements had been restored to 

* On the 8th of April 1795, at Mount Quaca, Grenada, 48 prisoners 
were shot by order of Julien F^on, who headed the insurrection in 
that island. Among the 48 were Lieutenant Governor Ninian Home 
and some of the principal colonists. One of the latter was Alexander 
Campbell, whose patriotic action is recorded in the constitutional 
case of OtmpbfU vs. Hall. Parson McMahon was one of 3 spared by 
F^don. 
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the Dutchi Religious services were held in the Council 
Hall by the Garrison Chaplains until, in 18 10, St. 
George's Church was opened. This, the first Anglican 
Church built in the colony, was ere£led on a spot where 
the logic of a plantation had formerly stood. The Church 
on Fort Island, the Lutheran Church in New Amster- 
dam, and the Dutch Reformed Church in Berbice were 
at the time the only other churches in the colony. On the 
24th of February 1797, Colonel Hyslop, the Governor, 
in addressing the Court of Policy, spoke of the Presby- 
terian Church as that which had always been the pre- 
vailing Church of those Colonies. 

To give a summary of the many subje6ls dealt with by Mr. 
RODWAY, would require a series of articles. Whether it 
be upon the origins of the Legislature or of the Courts of 
Justice; of the Militia; of the Currency; of Grants of 
Land and Acre Money ; or, of Taxes in General — be 
they King's Taxes, or Colony Taxes (Ongeld) — ^the 
Enquirer, may find in the two volumes, information to 
the point. Further, be may satisfy himself as to the treat- 
ment of the Native Indians, and may learn of Slaves and 
their Masters. Slave Insurre£lions, especially the fero- 
cious one in Berbice, in 1763, are fully recorded. Of 
Bush Negroes and of Free Coloured People ; and in con- 
nexion with the latter, the heart-rending story of that 
cruelly ill-used woman, Kate Delaney ; one may study 
particulars. Of officials and their salaries ; of War and 
Privateers; of Ferry Boats, Roads and Bridges; of 
Printing, the Post Office, and Shipping Regulations ; of 
anything and everything that an intelligent Colonist 
"might like to learn the origins, Mr. RODWAY has some- 
thing to say. In these pages we see the Honourable 
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Abraham Beekman, in 1678 appoioted, '< CommaudeMr 
** under their High Mightinesses the States General of the 
^' United Netherlands, and the General chartered West 
'< India Companyi in their territory at fort Kyk-over-al 
'< in Rio Isekepe, on the Great Wild Coast of America.'' 
He was not a Skipper, but he ruled after quarterdeck 
fashion, and dealt out Justice in terms of the Articled 
Letter. He had a free hand, undisturbed by Court of 
Policy or Financial Representatives* In matters of 
Justice^ he was bound to assume as his councillors ^' th^ 
^'Serjeant of the Garrison and the Captains of vessels 
'' who may be there at the time." Capital cases only, 
were to be referred to Holland. From this time for* 
ward, until i8i2| the Commandeurs and Governors con« 
tipued to be Presidents of the Court of Justice. It seems 
to have been about 1691, that a Council or Court of Policy 
was found necessary^ to assist the Commandeur of Esse- 
quibo in transa£ling the Company's business. The local 
Secretary of the Company, and the Managers of the 
Company's Estates, formed, with the Commandeur, the 
primitive Council. No ^' Free Planter'' had a seat in 
this august Assembly^ until 1737, when ABRAHAM Phil« 
IPUS Heraut enjoyed the distin£lion of being the first 
Colonial Member. In those early times the business 
consisted in making grants of land, in passing transports 
of land, and in dealing with matters affe£ting the Com- 
pany's interests. The Court met once a quarter. The 
first item on the Order of the Day was, the consideration 
of the reports made by -the Managers of the Company's 
Estates. Deaths of negroes, of horses, or horned cattle ; 
the prospedls of the crpp ; and the quantity of sugar 
shipped, were thus brought to the knowledge pf the 
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Court. The Minutes, for the most part, are records of 
concessions and transports of land. The Managers 
received at those meetings orders for the coming quar- 
ter's business on the Estates. Where the Dire£lors' letters 
contained Instruditonsy or Resolutions of the Company/ 
the Commandeur always read such portions to the 
Members.* Of all the Dutch Governors, Van Graves- 
ANDE was unquestionably the one to whom Demerara 
and Essequibo owed most* Arriving in 1738, as Secre- 
tary, he became Commandeur of Essequibo in 1 743^ and 
was Dire6lor General of the two Rivers from 1750 to 
1772, when he resigned. When this able man resigned 
the Company promptly increased the salary of Direftor 
General, for his successor, giving the latter 150 guilders 
a month and 1,200 guilders for table money. Van 

* On page 234 of Vol i, Mr. Rodway gives an extradt from a Dutch 
writer, which speaks for itself as to the way in which the Members of 
the Court of Policy were treated by that vigorous ruler Storm Van 
Gravesande : — '' Mr. Gravesande was a high-handed man ; if it came 
into his head to give an order, it was published in the name of their 
Noble Great Honourables the Gentlemen Directors^ &c , &c., &c., when 
perhaps no vessel had arrived during the previous three months. No- 
body could contest the matter: Messrs. Spoors and Rousselet being 
both dead, and the office of Secretary performed gratis by somebody 
or other, who received sixteen guilders a month and a half ration of 
meat and flour, with five per cent for stoppages. The Councillors of 

Policy were Messrs. and , sons in law of the old gentleman, 

and two or three Managers of the Company's estates, not one of whom 
dared to dispute, or even doubt, the word of Gravesande. I would not 
have advised any one of those in the Council at that time, to even ask 
the Dire^teurGreneral for an insight into the letters of the Company ; 
if a letter did arrive, and there was anything in it complimentary to 
himself, he would read it to ih&fellows^ but immediately afterwards the 
letter disappeared in his pocket ; in fa6t you can hardly imagine in 
what an arbitrary manner things were carried out at that time.^ . . 
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Gravesandb it was who got the Company to cancel the 
rule that Governors should not themselves own planta- 
tions. The result showed that^ however, advantageous to 
the Governors, it was a drawback to good Government 
that Governors should at the same time be Planters* 
Small though their salaries were^ the old Governors had 
large powers, which they freely used on occasion* Once 
in a way a troublesome official was shipped off to Holland, 
only to be sent back, with orders accompanying him that 
the Governor himself was to be shipped home under 
arrest) if necessary. Van Gravesande was himself a 
" Werry harbitrary gent," as the cabman called JOHN 
FoRSTER ; but he never went the length of one of his 
English successors. General Carmichael, who threat- 
ened to ship the Financial Representatives to England. 
As he was so bold as to back up a Petition from the 
Planters, in 1769, to be allowed to import their own 
slaves, on payment of a Tax to the Company— the 
Slave Trade being a monopoly of the Company, and 
the main source of its revenue, — ^Van Gravesande may 
be classed with Governor Bentinck, who was recalled 
by the British Government for being on too friendly 
terms with the Court of Policy. There have always 
been critics of the Government. Such a one was Kevsor, 
the Manager of Good Hope. In 1736, he was haled 
before the Court of Policy for saying that " there were 
'' no educated persons at present in the Council, and that 
'^ nobody except M. BUSSON had any idea of Govern- 
** ment." The Court to " prevent such language in future," 
fined the pestilent fellow fifty guilders* The early Gover- 
nors seem to have had their share of the troubles attendan 
upon the ever*burning question of .Precedence* Then 
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as now, one man was not only as good as another, but a 
good deal better. Still are there those who will worry 
a Governor, to be informed of the reason why thev have 
not been asked to 9 particular entertainment at Govern- 
ment House, or have been asked as ordinary individuals 
merely, instead of as of some particular rank. EvennowwiH 
a Private Secretary be made to learn that an unhappy 
mortal has on some occasion *^ not been given his proper 
place.** Of late years, however, the Court of Policy hs© 
not been the arena where these vexed questions have 
been fought out. That grave assembly had in former days 
to deliberate upon such momentous matters. Funerals, bf 
all occasions, had been the scenes of disturbances arising 
from persons standing upon the order of their going. The 
harassed Sexton of the Church at Fott Zeelandia could 
no longer stand it, and, willy nilly, had to appeal to the 
Court to fix the precedence at funerals ! So the Court 
in September 1778, gravely decided that the procession 
should form in the following order : — 

The family of the deceased; the DireAor General; the Councillors; 
Ex-Councillors, according^ to Seniority ; the Predicant ; the Kiezers ; 
Ex-Kiezers ; Board of Orphans ; Military Officers *, Burgher Officers : 
First Clerk and Assistants. 

There still remained *^ a tail,'' with respe£l to whom 
their order of going was to be settled at the house of the 
deceased. Funerals seem to have been occasions for 
dissipation with the old Dutch colonists. Of them, as 
told by FroissarT of the English of a long time ago, 
it might be said that they took their pleasures mouli 
iristement. 

The Third Volume of Mr. Rodway's History will 
complete the work, and will bring the story of the 
Colony's life down to the present diay. . 
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Hote. 



Many Englishmen had already settled in the tiitee 
Riversi isi4, soQn after /76'j their number was largely 
increased^ as appears from the subjoined extradl from 
a Despatch written by Governor Beaujon 2-^ 

•* Many of the inhabitants of Tobago (after that 
island, was ceded to the French on this Peace of ijSs) 
.having removed there^ disgusted with the French Gpv- 
ernmentf and from that the Dutch well knew that 
this Colony has outrivalled all their other Colonies in 
the West Indies^ The very great success of those who 
went from Tobago soon spread among the British 
islands^ and :together with the great vent for British 
manufactures induced numbers to become inhabitants, 
to purchase plantations and cultivate new lands , and 
has been the means of that very great intercourse which 
has subsisted between this Colony and the British 
islands*" — Governor Beaujon's Despatch to the Secre* 
^^^y of State. See ** Demerara, EssequibOi and Berbice^ 
^795 ^^ /^^Ji" <» If^^ Public Record Office^ London, . 
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Tropical Scenery as Described. — How absurd is the 
following ! Yet it is intended as a piflure of Demerara 
by tbat celebrated writer Miss Harribt Martinbau :— 

*' The winter of the tropics is the most delicious of all 
seasons. • • • The autumnal deluge is over : there 
is no further apprehension of hurricanes for many months : 
the storms of hail are driven far southwards, by the steady 
north winds^ which spread coolness and refreshment 
among the groves and over the plains. The sea whose 
rough and heavy swell seemed but lately to threaten to 
swallow up the island and desolate the coasts, now 
spreads as blue as the heavens themselves, and kisses the 
silent shore. Inland^ the woods are as leafy as in an 
English June ; for there, buds, blossoms and fruits 
abound throughout the year. * * * In the richest 
regions of this department of the globe the cane fields 
look flourishing at this season, and the coffee plantations 
clothe the sides of the hills." 

This is the opening paragraph of '^ Demerara : a tale," 
published in 1832. Many other mistakes occur in the 
body of the work. She describes a hurricane which 
carried a whole field of canes into the air, tore away a 
hundred negro huts and levelled the mill. " The hills 
are bare as a rock — no coffee, no spice, no cotton." 
And yet this was intended to show up the false economy 
of slave-holding, and pidlure its evils in glaring colours. 
Is it any wonder that the planters of the time said the 
abolitionists knew nothing of the working of the system ? 

It may be said that this was sixty years ^go and that 



Occasional Notes. 159 

English people know better now-a*days. But, what do 
we find in BUCHANAN'S '' Master of the Mine/' pub- 
lished in 1885 ? The heroine came from Demerara with 
a blistck nurse who could only speak Portugueze and this 
is what she told her lover :— 

'^ Oh / love a long walk ! Even in Demerara I used to 
wander for hours and hours in the woods ; and once I was 
nearly lost. Night came down suddenly and I had to 
creep into the bole of a great ti^e ; and I wasn't fright- 
ened, though I could hear the tiger-cats crying all round 
me ; for the fire-flies made it almost as light as day." 

Her father, the Demerara planter, with a hundred 
coolies, found her by beating the woods, and she, hear- 
ing them,^' popped out'' and '' cried, quite coolly, here 
I am papa !" The delicious absurdity of such a situation 
can only be appreciated by the real planter's daughter. 

It will be said that both these examples are taken from 
works of fi£lion, but there are many choice tit-bits to be 
gleaned from the works of travellers who profess to be 
telling their experiences. Lady Brassey writes as if 
sand-box paper weights grew on the trees with the lead 
already poured into them, and says that the cacao has 
little black seeds surrounded by a pulp which is very 
pleasant to the taste. These mistakes may be set down 
to superficial observation, but what can be said to the 
following extrafl from a school-book of to-day in 
general use throughout the colony ? ^' The Royal 
Reader No. IV," under the heading "Scenes in the 
Tropics,** says : — 

** Dangers of every kind lurk in the forest. The quick 
subtle Indian dare(s) not venture there without his 
poisoned arrows, nor the white man without the thunder 
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jjkQd ligl^tning of bis gua« The eaomous snake may live 
coiled among the bushes» or traces of the savage jaguar 
may be seen upon the path," 

Every one that knows the forest also knows that 
snakes and jaguars are very difigcult to find. In all our ex- 
periences the nearest approach to seeing one of the latter, 
was his footprints on the Mourie and the remains of a 
bush-hog which had formed his dinner* As for snakes, they 
are so sluggish generally, or if a£tive, get away so quick, 
that only a very quiet observer such as the hunter or 
naturalist can see them at all except by accident- 
Travellers speak of alligators as if they were not only 
common but also dangerous, and here again experience 
contradiAs them. They may be common enoughs for 
example in some estates' canals, but the little children are 
not afraid to bathe in, much less to fetch water from, such 
places. Children, and even grown up men and women, 
impregnated with fear of dangers that are non-existent, 
are very troublesome, their fright often causing much 
pain and spoiling their pleasure ; it is therefore highly 
desirable that our school books should be free from 
such misrepresentations for this reason if for no 
other. Let there rather be a lesson on the dangers 
of the streets, which are getting more serious every 
day. 



Epic poem on Guiana, — Mr. Davis has given {ante 
p. 12a) a few lines from Chapman's ^' De Guiana 
Carmen Epicum'' ; but there are other portions also worth 
quoting at the present time, especially the follow- 
ing •-^. 
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Riches and conquest and renowne I sing, 

Riches and honour, conquest without blood, 

Enough to seat the Monarchy of earth 

Like to Jove's Eagle on Eliza's hand. 
* ♦ » 

Then, most admired Soveraigne, let your breath 

Go forth upon the waters, and create 

A golden world in this our iron age. 

» ♦ » 

But we shall forth I know ; Gold is our fate 
Which all our afts doth fashion and create, 

« « • 

And now she blesseth with her wonted Graces. 

Th' industrious knight, the soul of this exploit, 

Dismissing him to convoy of his stars. 
« « * 

To his Argolian Fleet, where round about 
His bating colours English valour swarms 
In haste, as if Guianian Orenoque 
With his Fell waters fell upon our shore. 



Negro Folk-Lore Scraps, — Perhaps some of our read- 
ers can add to the following : — 

Birth and Childhood. — A cat crying in the house por- 
tends that a birth will shortly take place* 

To prevent a baby seeing ghosts put a bible or prayer- 
book under its pillow, or tie a string (red preferred) round 
its neck) and hang to it a bag containing a piece of 
asafaetida or the caul of another baby of the opposite 
sex. You niust never let an unbaptised infant sleep 
alone without either the bible or prayer-book ; after the 
ceremony has been performed it does not matter. 

To cure thrush/ take a cloth, clean the mouth with it 
and hang it on a wall or partition to dry. As it dries the 
child will get better^ but you must not put the cloth in 
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the sun or before a fire to make it dry quicker. A 
woman must not be separated from the father of her 
child while she is suckling, or the infant will not thrive. 

If a hog-plum tree is growing in your neighbourhood 
and the fruit is ripe, you must not pierce a girl's ears, or 
the lobes will ulcerate or swell, producing those unsightly 
abnormal growths sometimes seen in the negro. 

If a boy is going home late and expefls a beating 
from his parents, he must pick up a number of stones as 
he goes along and throw them backwards over his head 
to charm away the expe6ted punishment. 

Marriage and Love Charms. — If you pare an orange 
in one long string and throw it backwards over the head 
it will form the initial letter of the person you are to 
marry. 

If you stumble in walking upstairs you will soon get 
married. 

The . bride must always retire first on the wedding 
night, or the marriage will be a very unhappy one. 

At a wedding, whichever of the newly married couple 
turns first away from the altar will die first. 

Death. — if two or more old witches (crows) perch 
near the house there will soon be a death ; if only one a 
marriage. 

Something falling without being touched, is an evil omen. 

Lizards crawling about the house are a bad sign, and if 
large toads come into the doorway an enemy is at work 
to injure you; to defeat the sinister design sprinkle the 
animal with salt. 

The two pennies used to close the eyes of a corpse 
are not to be spent : if you cannot afford to keep them, 
use two halves of limes instead of the coppers. 
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It is not good to use perfume when going to a wake or 
visiting the dead, and when you are leaving the party 
never say " good night." 

Deprecating harm. — If you have to cross a pool of 
water in the street, spit into it first, otherwise you will 
get a glandular swelling or abscess. 

When you have occasion to pick sour-sop leaves to 
keep away mosquitoes, always do so before sunset, but if 
you really want them at night, humbly ask the tree to 
allow you to have them, otherwise the tree spirit will 
trouble you all night. 

Plantains^^Al you have only plantains without any 
fish or meat, do not eat them alone or you will get 
dropsy. 

Finger-nails* — Cut your nails the first Friday in the 
month, wrap the cuttings in paper, hide them in a corner 
and you will be lucky for the whole month. 

Hair. — Have your hair cut at the full moon and it 
will grow thick ; do not thank the hair-cutter nor the 
person who combs and dresses your hair, otherwise it will 
begin to fall off and refuse to grow. 

Poisons and their A ntidotes* — In baking cassavabread, 
and boiling cassareep, the operator often gets cramp in 
the stomach from inhaling the poison, and a case was 
reported to us of a woman and her babe at the breast 
dying from these symptoms. It is a popular idea that if 
some of the clay in which the root has been grown is 
mixed with water and drunk the poison will be rendered 
inocuous. (There may be some sub-stratum of truth in 
this; the poison is prussic acid — most clays contain 
oxide of iron in a finely divided state— and the same 
result may be produced as by a dose of freshly-precipi- 

X2 



, ._-^ 

( 



164 TiMBHRI. 



tated oxide, i.e. the formation of the inocuous prussiate 
of iron.) 

*In the West India Islands, the antidote to the poison 
oi the Manchioneel is sea water taken immediately, 
(Here again the popular notion is not unlikely to be 
true, as sea-water causes vomiting and purging, and these 
operations are nearly always useful in poisoning ccses.) 

A wood-cutter states that in the absence of spirits, 
ammonia, or other remedy for snake bites, he once gave 
an Indian sufFering from the bite of a labarria, a table- 
spoonful of kerosine oil, at the same time rubbing the 
part with the same liquid. The man had been bitten on 
the thigh, the whole leg was swollen to double its natural 
size, and the man was quite unconscious when the 
remedy was applied. There were no hopes of his 
recovery, but, to the surprise of everyone, in four or five 
hours he sat up, and in a few days had perfeftly recovered. 
(Our informant, who had this story from the wood- 
cutter, could not say whether the oil was drank neat, but 
we should suppose it would be safer to swizzle it with 
water, or perhaps, thick syrup. Given this way it could 
do no harm and might be beneficial, as it is a very power- 
ful antiseptic, and would probably be very quickly 
absorbed.) 



Cane Seed/ings.'--The following letter was reprinted 
from the Barbados Liberal in the Royal Gazette of 
British Guiana, February 24th, 1859 : — 

Glendale, February 8th, 1859. 
Dear Sir, — In accordance with your request, I now send you the 
following particulars regarding the canes established from the seed, 
and which are now growing on Highland plantation. I think it was 
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somewhere in the month of May last year that my attention was 
called to the fa6t of there being several plants in a field of ra- 
toonSi which the Superintendent pronounced as having grown from 
the seed of the cane arrow. On first ezaminationi I thought it was 
a mistake; they bore so close a resemblance to guinea grass when 
it grows from seed ; but as there was not any of this kind of grass 
growing on or near the field in question, I could not account for its 
presence there, and this circumstance caused a stricter examination on 
my part, the Superintendent all the while declaring positively that they 
were veritable canes. After being satisfied myself that they were really 
canes, I caused all that could be found to be removed and transplanted 
to another field, but in consequence of the weather being very dry I 
could only save seven plants of them, and these are now alive and are 
growing. I intend bavins; the plants from these put in one spot by 
themselves this year, hoping to obtain seed from them again. The 
field on which they grew is in that part of the estate which runs 
down a hill into Scotland ; the soil is very moisti and is composed of 
clay, siliceous sand and chalk, and had been the year previous thoroughly 
tilled, and was in what we planters call '* fine heart/* that is in a 
finely divided and pulverised state. The parent canes were very vigo- 
rous, and there were several varieties growing together in the field. It 
appears as if there are seed from three kinds growing — the Bourbon, 
Transparent, and native ; that is, the plants which are growing have 
the appearance of these at present. I would also remark that these 
plants were not found growing in one spot, but were scattered over a 
space of more than half of an acre, and grew up wherever the trash did 
not cover the land thickly. Any further information that you or any 
other gentlemen might require concerning the above, I should be most 
happy to afford, as far as I am able, or to show the plants as they now 
stand. 

JAMES W. PARRIS. 
Samubl ]. Prescod, Esq., . 
Editor of the Liberal, 



Pirara and the Savannah Region. — Mr. C. A. LloyD 
has just returned from the Brazilian frontier, where he 
spent several months among the Macusis and Arecunas. 
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In reply to our enquiries he gave us the following scraps 
of information, which although miscellaneous in their 
nature are worth recording : — 

Breeding Seasons^ The harpy eagle nests in the tops 
of large silk-cotton trees ; the young were beginning to 
fly at the end of March. The Surinam toad (Pipa) was 
breeding in March, and a month later the eggs on the 
back full and ready to hatch* They are common in the 
Arawarycoo Creek, an affluent of the Rupununi. 

Indian Curios. Among the Macusis, in the village of 
Taranambo, a home-made cross-bow is in use as a toy 
by the children, who shoot small pebbles at marks and 
birds with it. From a specimen which he brought, it 
appears to have been copied from the ancient weapon so 
well known at the period when America was discovered. 
The stock is part of the midrib of an Eta frond, and the 
natural groove forms the channel by which the missile is 
guided. This is a most interesting '^ find" as it shows 
that the native Indian is able to adopt a foreign weapon 
and retain it^ after the world has almost forgotten it. It 
must be something like three centuries since the cross- 
bow was in use by the Spanish conquerors, and even then 
it is hard to conceive how the Indians obtained the idea, 
unless they brought it from some Mission on the Amazon. 
Even as a toy we have never seen it used in Demerara. 

Another article which is not altogether new has also 
been brought down by Mr. Lloyd. This is the silver 
nose-plate, which he informs us is almost universally 
worn by the men* It consists of a circle or crescent of 
silver attached to a little ring by which it is hung from 
the septum of the nose. The greatest interest attaches 
to this ornament, as it repiesents the ^*gold moons" 
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which drew the attention of the Spaniards and then of 
Raleigh to the country of '* El Dorado/' In speaking 
of the Corentyne river, Captain Keymis said the inhabi- 
tants got their moons by exchange, taking one for a large 
canoe, and *^ they do somewhat extraordinarily esteem of 
them because everywhere they are current money." Mr, 
Lloyd has not seen any '^ moons," made of gold ; those 
he colle6ted were Brazilian silver coins beaten until 
they became much larger and thinner. 

Salt.^^On the Pirara Savannah are depressions, from 
which in former times salt was coIle6ted, A sample of the 
soil brought down by Mr. Lloyd is a black sandy humus 
of a saltish taste with small visible crystals ; he says this 
earth was washed and the water strained and evaporated 
in the well-known earthen pot. Now that salt is more 
easily procurable the Indians do not take the trouble to 
colIe6t the inferior produ6l. This is very interesting 
in conne6tion with the old story of Lake Parima, the 
great salt sea as large as the Caspian, which tradition 
located in Guiana, and which may perhaps have existed 
ages ago. The fa£l that the tradition was so wide- 
spread seems to show that it is very old, and it is not 
impossible that there may have been such a salt lake 
where, now the great savannah extends. 

Professor J. B. Harrison, who has been kind enough 
to analyse a sample of t^e earth, states that it contains 
Chlorides of Sodium and Magnesium, and Sulphates of 
Calcium and Magnesium, and is similar iirrespe6t to its 
salts to the subsoils near the coast. 

Beenas, — ^We have been making enquiries for some 
time past into the subjeft of ** beenas.*' Those who 
have studied works on the Indians will remember that 
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these are charms, supposed to have a special influence on 
the man who uses them, to make him skilful in hunting, 
invisible to the game, or to bring a particular animal 
where it can be captured or killed. The whip-like nose 
beena seems to be a universal charm which makes its user 
skilful in hunting generally, but besides this there is a 
large number of beenas, every kind of animal having its 
particular variety which is used when the hunter fails in 
shooting that animal. When this takes place he thinks 
his virtue has gone out of him, slashes himself with a 
knife and rubs in the acrid juice of the root of the plant 
which is the specific charm. Most of the beenas are 
varieties or species of Caladium, the well-known form of 
Caladium bicolor with suffused crimson on the upper sur- 
face being the tiger (jaguar) beena. Mr, Lloyd has 
brought down a specimen of the maipuri (tapir) beena 
which appears to be a variety of one of the cultivated 
tannias. It is not coloured or spotted in any way, but its 
peculiarity consists in the growth of a dwarf and mal- 
formed leaf on the back of the mid-rib. This is Com- 
pared by the Indians to the mane of the tapir, and this 
idea no doubt suggested its use. Other specimens 
brought down by Mr. Lloyd were the wikan (deer) 
beena, Cipura paludosa^ and the macaw beena a 
species of Piriqueta* Hippeastrum equestre^ the well- 
known Belladonna lily, is also a beena ; and other lilies 
found growing near their settlements will probably be 
utilised as charms in a similar manner. This beena idea is 
a very interesting one as it accounts for the few culti- 
vated plants among the Indians which are not otherwise 
useful) and might be considered as showing a taste 
for beauty which really is non-existent. It also has 
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a bearing on the fairy-tale notion of invisible caps 
and cloaks. 

Indian Names. — Among other things Mr. Lloyd 
made some enquiries into the meaning of certain names 
of places. He was informed that the village of Tara- 
nambo was so called from an extinfl tribe called the 
Tarana, who are credited with having been giants, from 
which we may presume that they were very powerful at 
one time. Pirara means a spotted fish ; Quimatta, 
place of Qui (Eta) palms ; Warroche, a pigeon ; and 
Maccouria^ a small maam. 



Coryanthes maculata. — We have lately had another 
good opportunity of observing the wonderful contri- 
vances by which the flowers of this orchid are fertilised. 
At seven o'clock in the morning the buds were a crifle 
loose and they must have opened about an hour later. 
At 8.30 the bees were seen round the fully-opened 
flowers, t^nd an hour later every pollen mass had been 
carried away. At the latter period from six to eight 
bees were continually hovering round, crawling under 
the dome-like appendage above the cup and dropping 
into the trap below. Their green and gold bodies 
flashed in the light as they buzzed round ; on one of 
them a pair of pollen masses between the shoulders 
showed conspicuously against the metallic green back. 
One that we watched go into the cup, turned itself 
round and round for a few seconds, and then, apparently 
seeing the light shining through the gap where the 
column approaches the lip, commenced to drag itself 
through the spring-like opening. The bottom of the cup 

Y 



' ^J 



I170 TlMEHRI. 



was evidently slippery and the inse6l fell back several 
times. However, at last it put both fore-legs through 
and grasped the under lip as we may call it, where there 
are two gaps on either side of a single tooth. By hold- 
ing thus it was enabled to push its head through, but the 
body still remained inside. About a minute passed 
before it could get through entirely and during that time 
it was evidently straining every muscle, turning a little 
to this side and then to that, taking a fresh hold with one 
of its fore-legs and looking thoroughly exhausted when 
it got through. Altogether it took about two minutes to 
come out, and in its exertions had rubbed and broken 
the pollen masses on its back so that the ragged pieces 
remained on the stigmatic surface. The problem which 
puzzles us most is how these bees, which we never see 
at other times, discovered the Sowers were open. There 
was a perfume, but this was not very strong. No bees 
came in the afternoon or next day. 

JAMES RODWAY. 



Obituary, 



Exley Percivalf B.A.: Principal of Queen's College, 
died March 5tti, 1 893. Aged 44 years. 



By the death of Mr. Percival the colony has sus- 
tained a serious loss, as he was one of the few gentle- 
men of culture in British Guiana, who try their best to 
make it something more than a place to retire from as 
soon as possible. He took a grept interest in botany 
and zoology and was a naturalist in the widest sense of 
the term. We had a very interesting paper by him in 
the volume for 1889, p. 515, entitled " Wild Flowers of 
Georgetown," and since his death his list of the birds 
found in the Botanic Gardens has been published in the 
Argosy newspaper and reprinted in pamphlet form. As 
Principal of the most important educational establish- 
ment in the colony he endeared himself to all his pupils, 
who will miss his pleasant face for a long time to come. 



Honourable William Samuel Turner : Chief Commis- 
sary and a Managing Diredlor of the Society, died 
May 4th, 1893. Aged 61 years. 



(See Minutes of the May Meeting of the Society,) 
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Meeting held on the 12th January* — Hon, Dr. Car- 
rington, CM.G,, President, in the chair. 

There were 33 members present. 
Ele£lions. — Members: Messrs. H. Lawrence, F. 
Thome, A. J. Haggin, W. J. Kenswell, and E. P. 
Wood, Dr. J. H. Conyers, Revds. F. P, Roth and A. 
Jemmott, and Capt. Shaw. 

^ Associates: Messrs, A. A. Ridley, T. F. 
Burrowes, E. G. Bagot, J, J. Crorabie, R. F. Jardine, 
W. S. Cook and W. F. Bye. 
The President said that as he understood it was usual 
for the newly-elefled Chairman to give an outline or 
programme of what was intended during the coming 
year, he would, with their permission, follow that custom. 
He would again thank them for the honour they had done 
him in ele6ling him President and again state that his 
acquaintance with agriculture was somewhat limited. In 
his boyhood days he took a great interest in that sub- 
je£l, and as a young man had gone riding round estates 
with the old sugar planter of Barbados, Mr. George 
Pitcher, with whom, no doubt many there present were 
acquainted, and watched the primitive process of making 
sugar. Ever since those days he had continued to feel a 
very aflive interest in all matters connefted with agri- 
culture, and although wanting in experience of the subje6l 
in this colony, he hoped they would believe him to be 
still interested in it. 

He proposed to divide his remarks under two heads ; 
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first, the programme of the year's work of the Society 
and second, a brief review of its position and the objefts 
for which it was incorporated, with suggestions for ex- 
tending its usefulness. In regard to the programme, 
the Direftors had been so well satisfied with the Coiiver- 
sazione held last year that they had decided to have 
another shortly after Easter and perhaps repeat it later if 
this should be successful. The course of ledlures which had 
been found useful and interesting would be continued. 
So far they had promises from the Rev. Canon Josa in 
continuation of his previous ledlure on the East Indians, 
Rev. Jas. Millar of the West Coast, Mr. G. B. Steele and 
Sir V Charles Bruce. He had the names of several other 
gentlemen who would be asked, and the Direftors would 
endeavour to keep up a regular course with a touch of 
popular science in them. For the afternoon meetings 
they hope to have papers on agriculture and cognate 
subjefts. This matter had been considered by the Agri- 
cultural Committee and it was agreed to ask certain 
gentlemen to contribute papers, which heexpefted would 
be satisfactory and useful to the Society. It had also 
been agreed to hold an Horticultural Exhibition in the 
Botanic Gardens about August which might include 
fruit, vegetables and poultry. He would also mention 
that the Agricultural Committee had considered the 
se6lion of the Bye-Laws referring to premiums, and 
decided to apply to the Government for the sum of $1,000 
to be devoted to that purpose. There could be no doubt 
that money justly applied to the agricultural and other 
objeCls mentioned in Chapter XIV, would be well ex- 
pended. With regard to the World's Columbian Expo- 
sition, he had to say that the exhibits were in a forward 
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state and would be despatched in a few days. They 
could rest assured that the Society had arranged for a 
very satisfa£lory show of the produ£lions of the colony. 
It was his pleasant duty to announce also that Mr. Quelch 
had been appointed sole Commissioner for the colony. 
He was quite sure they could not get a better man 
for the place, and if energy and foresight were required 
those qualities were certainly possessed by Mr. Quelch* 
In regard to the Imperial Institute, for which a Com- 
mittee had been appointed some time ago, he thought 
the colony should not be behind-hand if it wanted to 
become known. 

Having concluded the first se6lion of his address, he 
proceeded to review the present position of the Society 
in reference to the objefls for which it was incorporated, 
with suggestions for extending its usefulness. He hoped 
his few suggestions would be taken in the friendly spirit 
in which they were intended. They were made with the 
earnest belief that if carried out they would tend to pro- 
mote the usefulness of the Society. Having been estab- 
lished in 1844, it was now approaching its jubilee. It 
was incorporated as early as 1853, but on account of the 
Ordinance giving no limit to its acquirement of real 
property it was not confirmed. In 1866 this Saw was 
redtified and the present limit of ;£i 0,000 imposed. The 
Society had now reached middle age, and he thought 
everyone acquainted with its history would admit that it 
still showed signs of life and vigour. But, at the same 
time, he would venture to say that if any intelligent 
stranger were to ask for information as to its work, they 
could only point to the Reading Room, Library, Ex- 
change Rooln, and doubtfully at the Museum. They could 
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say the Society maintained a large semi-public library, 
and a good museum, and might add, took an intermittent 
interest in agriculture and kindred subje6ls, and pub* 
lished a journal called Timehri. If they were asked 
whether the Society was fully and adequately discharg- 
ing the fundlions entrusted to it by the Ordinance of 
Incorporation could they say, yes ? He would suggest 
that, before answering they should turn to the Ordi- 
nance of Incorporation and see what were the objects 
of the Society* It was there stated that these were ^' to 
promote as far as possible the improvement and en- 
couragement of the agriculture of the colony, and of 
every branch of industry whereby the resources of the 
colony are likely to be developed and increased," as also 
the colle£ting and disseminating of useful information on 
such subjects. He would also refer them to bye-law 2, 
Chapter IX, which said that the Book Committee should 
purchase more especially works relating to agriculture, 
commerce, and the staple produ6lions of the colony. 
There was nothing about entertaining works of travel and 
fiAion. 

He had clearly laid down before them the principal 
objefts for which the Society was established, and 
he put it to them whether the time had not come for 
them to fairly ask themselves whether they were in 
spirit carrying them out. They were charged by the 
Ordinance and bye-laws with the fostering of all colonial 
industries. They must admit that, so far, they had failed 
to satisfy two or three of these. One had been taken 
away from them — Commerce — which occupied the 
second place in the title as well as the bye— laws. It bad 
not been put forward so prominently as agriculture, with 
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the result that it had virtually fallen away with the estab- 
lishment of a Chamber of Commerce in 1890. Many of 
the gentlemen on the Council of that body were also on 
the Commercial Committee of the Society, and on the 
face of it he could not see that this was reasonable, as 
the same question might be considered by the same 
persons in both. Two other local industries were in the 
same plight. When their Ordinance of Incorporation 
was passed there was no mining industry, but still he 
thought this was covered by the terms of the Ordinance 
and bye-laws. This and the timber industry had vir- 
tually fallen away- from their charge and protedlion, and 
those interested had the Institute of Mines and Forests 
to look after their special enterests. He thought the 
Society should leave commercial questions to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and confine themselves to the very 
important and essential questions conne6led with agri- 
culture. In regard to the Society's library, it discharged 
the fun6lion of a semi-public library and no doubt at- 
tra6led members, not one in ten or fifteen of whom cared 
for agriculture. When he came to the colony nothing 
struck him so much as the absence of a public library. 
It was a reflection on the colony. He considered it a 
disgrace to the colony, and that it did not speak much 
for the wealth and importance of a city like George- 
town, and was an insult to intelligent men with lit- 
erary tastes. Undoubtedly the want had been partly 
supplied by the Society's library, but he would put it 
to them whether they had not entrenched upon the 
functions for which the Society had been started. This 
was not a public library. In England such institutions 
were established in every important town, and power 
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was given to the local authorities to levy rates (or their 
support He would not say whether the same should be 
done here, or whether the Government should do it. He 
thought the colony should have a public library, and he 
would suggest that the nucleus might be found within 
the walls of that room. The Society might confine 
itself to maintaining what it was specially charged with — 
a colleftion of agricultural and other books bearing on 
its objedls. Results might be achieved if these sugges* 
tions were carried out, that might be useful both to the 
Society and the colony at large. In regard to the 
Museum— no doubt it was a kind of public Museum and 
model room, which admirably discharged the f un£lions of 
such an institution. He would ask whether the Society 
should be charged with work of a public nature like this, 
or whether it ought not rather to fall on the Govern- 
ment. As a matter of fa£t, all they had to do with it was 
to give it house-room and it was really maintained by 
the annual vote of the Combined Court of $4,500. Really 
and truly it might be regarded as a public Museum, and 
only nominally that of the Society. He felt that the 
people of the colony would still derive benefit from the 
maintenance of the Museum if it were separate, while the 
Society would be relieved from the duty of giving it 
house-room- 
He had thrown out these suggestions as bearing on 
the welfare of the Society^ and although some there 
might not agree with him, yet he thought they would ex- 
pe6l the President to speak frankly, and, even if they did not 
^gree with him, he thought they would give him credit 
for earnestness and a strong desire to further the welfare 
of the Society. He looked on the question in this way : 

Z 
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They tirere charged by their ordinance of incorporation 
with the furtherance and development of agriculture and 
other industries. If their agricultural friends became 
dissatiisfied they might break away iand form ab agri- 
dultural board. In what position would they be then ? 
They had already lost one arm, and then the other would 
be gone. If such a state of things came about, the 
Society would be nothing more thaii the Georgetown 
Library. That would be the long and short of it. They 
ought to deprecate such a thing and devote themselves 
to agfriculture and other matters conne6led with it« He 
woiiM suggest certain things that might be carried out in 
the immediate future. First, there were general and 
local exhibitions, which if well-managed must result in 
good to the Agricultural industries. He was told that within 
the last few years an attempt for the benefit, especially^ 
of the villagers had failed. This he thought was the 
result of 'apathy, ignorance, and distrust on the part of 
those for whom it was intended. They could only 
iregret that such apathy and distrust existed. But should 
they desist from their efforts because of this ? He put it 
to them whether or not their duty lay in carrying on the 
work and sparing no effort to discharge the trust laid 
iipon them. If they did not do this,'they were nota6ling 
in the spirit of the ordinance, 

> In regard to an agricultural paper^ they must remember 
that the Society was charged with the dissemitiation aWd 
fortlierance of all matters coming within its scope. At 
present they possessed an admirable periodica), Timehrt, 
which was not only interesting to people here but Others 
abroati as well. But, after all, it only appeared once in 
siH^'tnohths^ and could hardly to any great extent ^ra- 
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mote the interests of agriculture. They^ :v^ant^d' 4. 
paper copiipg out at short intervals so that people might 
be kfept posted in what was going on. He put it t/Oi 
them whether the time had not arrived (or the Spciety to 
have its own agricultural paper. Information on agri-t; 
cultural tn^tters, papers on scientific subje£ls, and reports 
from agricultural centres could be circulated through thi^ 
jnediurn. He was quite certain that such a paj>er would 
interest the planting community and others. Xhi3 was 
a dire^ion in which the Society should expend spme> of 
its energy. He knew of such papers in colonies less 
important than thiSf He also thought they should do 
everything to further the great sugar industry. It might 
be said trhat this could look after itself, and no doubt 
there were men of ability connefled with it fully comper 
tent, tQ carry it on as successfully as known skiH could 
dp» But they could not but recognise the faft that it 
was struggling under great difficulties. He vyras not one 
of those who' despjaiired, fo^ he believed that better tinies 
were in store, and that it would always rest on s^ sound 
basi$ and be the mainstay of the colony. What he wished 
tp $a(y wa^ this. Mutuai co-operation was wanting and 
if they wade their society a living and real organisation— r 
one dealing a6tively and intelligently with the inatteifs 
be had mentioned,- — was it not certain that good results 
«(Oi([Id follow? In the same way that jthe farmers in 
phigland looked on their Royal Agricultural Society, so 
the leading .4gricultvirists of this colony would com^ 
ai^4. ioij)' this Society and take counsel togetherir In a 
)e$^r degreej: ^.Iso^ tbe'Sn^aller industries such a3 cattlc- 
ftar<ningi.cocQ4i cpffee, provision and frujt-gcowing could 
1^ fosteired by the: 3pciety. AH these vy^e matters in 
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which a little energetic assistance and co-operation 
must necessarily result in good. At present they were 
more or less wandering at large, and if a more lively 
interest was shown in them, it would be better for them 
as well as the Society. There could be no doubt that 
they were not doing all they might do, or that the result 
was entirely satisfa£tory. He put it to them whether 
they could get a good piece of beef or mutton for dinner. 
He supposed good meat could be produced, and at a 
moderate price. In regard to other things. In 1891 
rice was imported to the extent of 47,6481564 lbs. value 
^I92f354 6 3, tobacco 747475 lbs. value ;£i4,890 13 10, 
and coffee 228,335 lbs. value ^7,975 169. These were 
considerable quantities, costing large sums, and he had 
DO doubt that all of them could be raised by the people of 
the Colony. Let them take the case of ground provi- 
sions. The supply was limited and large quantities had 
to be imported from Barbados* Was there any reason 
why they should not be grown here if agriculture were 
improved in the villages. If they had such a system as 
prevailed in France and other countries, they could keep 
a great deal of money in the colony, and this would tend 
to the welfare of the people. With regard to fruit cul« 
ture, there was no system in the colony. Much better 
results ought to be obtained. In dealing with this point 
he would refer to the Banana Commission of which he 
was a member, and for some time. Chairman* Captain 
White was enthusiastic on the matter, and his enthusiasm 
gave a strong impetus to the feeling that something 
should be done to organise a fruit trade with the United 
States. Captain Baker had come here in connection 
with the Boston Fruit Company, and they bad all hoped 
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something good would have come out of it. His impres- 
sion was that with the present system of communication 
they were a little handicapped. They could not com- 
pete with Jamaica, Cubai and Honduras, which were 
nearer and could supply as many bananas as the United 
States required in the immediate future. He hardly 
thought any good could be achieved by the revival of the 
Commission. The view he now expressed was fori^ed 
while the Commission was sitting, and he would be glad 
if any one could demonstrate it to be unsound. In 
regard to agriculture in the villages no one could fail 
to see that there was a want of interest. It had occurred 
to him that something might be done if a competent 
person should give ledlures to the villagers on the cul- 
tivating of their small lots. He thought something might 
be done in that way, and although they might not see im- 
mediate results he felt sure that some good would come 
in the future. Such Ie£lures might also be printed and 
distributed so that they could be read at . home. With 
regard to the cottages and buildings, if they went to the 
villages they would see these stood in need of great 
improvements and Chapter XIV of their bye*laws pro- 
vided for the granting of premiums to this end. 

He did not despair of the Society. The;y bad an 
Agricultural Committee composed of eighteen gentlemen 
of standing in the community— gentlemen quite com- 
petent, if they took an interest in the matter, to deal 
with such problems as presented themselves in the in- 
terests of the colony. The Committee included Mr. B. 
Howell Jones and Professor Harrison, who were conver- 
sant with agriculture from a pra6tical as well as a scien- 
tific point of view. Mr. Jones had assured him that he 
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did QOt mean to alldw the Agricultiital Committee to lie 
dorinaiit) but would call the members togiether from tiine 
to tim(i and place matters of interest to thecolony before 
tbem. He (the President) hoped the Committee .would 
canyon good and useful work. 

la conclusion, be was quite certain that if all took an 
interest in its operations the Society would accompltsb 
good- add useful results during the year, and. they would 
be able to show the people that they were far from being 
unaware of their duties, but on the contrary were 
anxiously endeavouring to discharge them satisfaQorUy^ 
As be said before they must rise to the occasion, and: 
endeavour to discharge to the full satisfaflion of tbera-f 
selves and the community those duties wbidb were 
imposed upon them by the Ordinance of Iricorpocatioa: 
afid tbe bye*laws. ' 

Mr* Bellairs said he was the only sugar planter in. the 
meeting, and he had listened with pleasure to the.Presi-: 
dent'<s address. He might niention that the Society had 
not only allowed commerce to break away but sugar 
planting also, ;which was represented by the Planters.' 
Association. ' . . . . 

Mr. F. A. R« Winter, while approving generally. Of the 
President'^ views, represented that the greatjer part of 
the Income of the Society came through the library. 
^ Mr. Har^ceaves stated that he did cot consider that the* 
Sa&i of there being.a Chamber of Commerce and In^itute 
of Mines and Forests :was in any way derogatory to ithe. 
Society. . These institutions carried on their work» wbicbj 
might be considered as political, on different Un^s^.leAVh. 
ing the Society, at liberty to deal with similar m^tt^rs;pA; 
a «iach, wider basis. . .. :. :: .:::j 
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Oh the roofion of tlie Revd, W. B. Ritdbie secoiiaed 
by Mr, Jacob Conrad, a hearty vote of thanks was 
unanimously accorded to the President for his address. 

The Secretary reported that the Gorartiercial Com* 
mittee had elefted : Hon. W. H, SherJock, Chairman ; 
Hon. A. Barr, Vice-Ghairman ; W. Cunningham, Secre- 
tary— rand the Committee of . Correspondence : Hon. N. 
.Darnell Davis, Chairman : S. M. Bellairs, VicerChairman^ 

The Secretary also read the following : report oi ibe 
Agricultural Committee :— ^ 

Georgetown, January iith, 1892. 
To the President and Members . 

of the R. A. &C. Society. , . 

Gentlemen,^ — By dire6tion of the Agricultural Committee of the Society, 
.1 have the honour to report as follows: — 1. That at their meeting of 
January 10th, the office-bearers for 1898 were elefted, these being, 
Chairman, Mr. B. Howell Jones ; Vice-rChairman, Prof. J. B. Harrison, 
M.A., F.C.S. J Secretary, Mr. S. R. Cochran. 

2. That at the same meeting attention was called to the Bye- Laws, 
Chapter 14, which provide for' Premiums being offered for improve- 
ments iii Agriculture, &c., and after consideration it was decided Jth^t 
the. Committee recommend to the Society, that application be made. t,o 
the Government for the sum of a thousand dollars for the purpose of 
carrying out the objects stated in the said Bye- Laws. 

I have, &c,, 

LUKE M. HILL, 

Hon. Secretary R. A. & C. Society, 

The President called attention to the recommendation 
that the Society apply to Government for a thousand 
dollars to be offered in premiums in accordance with 
bye-laws Chapter XIV. 

Oil the motion of Mr. iEneas D. Mackay the report 
wa^ adopted, and thfe Secretary was direfted to apply 
accordingly. - 
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The Secretary read the following report of the Colum- 
bian Exposition Committee :— • 

Georgetown, January I2th, 1893. 
To the President and Members 

of the R. A. & C. Societ>^. 

Gentlemen, — On behalf of the Columbian Exposition Committee, I 
have the honour to report that His Ezoellency the Governor has been 
pleased to appoint Mr. John Joseph Quelch, B.Sc., to be sole Commis. 
sioner to represent the Colony at the Columbian Exposition, and also 
that his Commission has been received. 

I have further to report that the Exhibits are in courae of being 
packed, and will be sent by the Canadian Steamer *' Taymouth Castle" 
oh or about the 21st of this month. A few small things will probably 
be sent on later, but the bulk of the exhibits will go by this opportunity. 
The party of Indians will go in the care of the Revd. Joseph Keelan 
about lune, as it will be too cold for them at an earlier date* Materials 
for their dwellings will however be taken, and erefted by the time the 
' Exposition opens. 

1 have, &c., *' 

J. RODWAY, Secretary, 

Columbian Exposition Committee. 

The Treasurer laid over the annexed annual state- 
ment of accounts for 1892, consideration of which was 
postponed until the following meeting, when they would 
have been audited. 

Mr. Thos. Watt brought forward a motion for a Com- 
. mittee to consider the desirability of amending the Con- 
stitution of the Society. 

Mr. Watt said that since giving notice he had found 
that on the statement that an essential principle of the 
constitution was the total exclusion of political questions 
depended tHe fa€l that Her Majesty the Queen became 
Patroness and the word " Royal" was incorporated with 
the name of the Society. He would therefore ask to 
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be allowed to amend his motion. This having been 
permitted he moved as follows ; — 

Whereas by Section 6 of the Society's Ordinance of Incorporation 
the discussion at its meetings of political questions is prohibited, and 
doubts having from time to time arisen as to the scope and meaning of 
the terms of exclusion, it is desirable to appoint a special committee 
to consider and report on the necessity and feasibility of defining the 
terms referred to by the adoption of an interpretation^ bye-law or 
otherwise. 

This having been seconded by Mr. Jacob Conrad^ a 
discussion took place in the course of which attention 
was drawn to the fa6l that some Chairmen had ruled 
that certain questions were political that others allowed. 

Mr. Watt withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Conrad's motion was postponed with consent. 

Mr. /Eneas D. Mackay gave notice of motion as 
follows :— 

** That the Directorate be recommended to increase the salary of 
the Assistant Secretary and Librarian by the sum of fifty pounds per 
annum." 

Mr. T. S. Hargreaves gave notice of motion as 
follows : — 

*' That the Dire5tors report progress to the general meeting with 
respe6l to arrangements to be made for the representation of the colony 
at the Imperial Institute." 

Mr. C. G. Parnell gave notice of motion as follows-:— 

"That the Directors be recommended to increase the vote to the 
Book Committee." 

The Secretary read a letter from the Government 
Secretary informing him that the resolution of the 
Society in regard to the provisions of the Adulteration 
AR, had been laid before the Governor. 
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To Society's Funds, 31 Decem- 
ber, 189 1. 
Subscriptions- 
Lady Members ... 
Ordinary Members 
Country Members 
Associates 
Arrear Subscriptions 
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Rents 



», Catalogues 

„ Interest on Hand-in-Hand 

dcrip ••• ... •*• 

^ Profit from Hand-in* Hand 

on insurances ... 
„ From sale of Hand-in-Hand 

Scrip 9^39 89 at 9i02i 0/0 



», From the Govt, towards 
Columbian Exposition ... 

„ Advertisements in Hand- 
book to be sold at the 
Columbian Exposition ... 

„ Government Vote in Aid of 
the Museimi, amount in 
hand 31st December, 1891 

„ From the Government during 
the year 1892 



99 



At Credit of the Account for 
New Fittings for Museum 
at 31 December, 1891 



100 00 
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430 00 
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35 75 ♦ 3;»54 So 

2,556 op 
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EXPftHDlttlRK. 

By Salaries % 2,605 00 

„ Periodicals and Magazines $ 54o n 

„ Less Salei of Papers, kc. 19 9<5 5^^ «S 

„ New Books added to Library 95^34 

„ Binding ... ... 07 7^ 

j9 Advertising, Stationery, and 

Sub'tion to Local Papers... 359 ^4 

Cost o£ Timebri, 2 Parts to 

30th June, 1892... ... 619 Si 

Lest Sales by Publisher in 

the Colony ... ...f 251 43 

Lc»9 Sales by Stanford in 

London ... ... 17 14 268 57 351 24 

,j Coet ol GaUerv in Museum 

1^679 49, and Repairs to 

BoildingS^ 90 
„ Cost of New Furniture and 

Repairs 
I, Insurance! vith Hand-in- 

Hand 850,000 at if 0/0 ... 
„ P^tagtt, Petty, Reading 

Room & Exchange Room 

Expenses ... ... 

„ Sal9 of Hand- in- Hand 

Scrip per contra 

Society's Fdiids per Bal- 
ance Sbcet ... 



Paid out from Columbian 
fixpositioft Fund per sep* 
arate statement ... ... 

At Cr. of the A/ct per 
BalABCO Sheet «.. 
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Museum per separate state- 
ment ... ..' *•* 
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Paid for new fittings for 
Museum ... ... 

At Cr. of the A/ct per Bal- 
ance Sheet 
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Meeting held on the gth February. — Hon. Dr. Car- 
rington, CM.G., President in the chair. 

There were i8 members present. 

Ele6);ion. — Member : Revd. John Highwood. 

Associates: Messrs. A. L. Cloughi G* O. 
Lambert, A. E. Lord, R. J. Neary, E. A. W. Samp- 
son, A. P. G. Austin, Jas. Robertson, W. Arthur, 
T. Hiscocks, Tom Smith, and H« H. Bratt* 

Mr. B. Howell Jones, with consent of the meeting, said 
he would like to say a few words in regard to the Presi- 
dent's address at the previous meeting, from which he 
was unfortunately absent. The President had referred 
to the Society allowing other bodies to take its place, 
and the Planters' Association had been mentioned. He 
(Mr. Jones) had been Chairman of both Societies, and 
would like to point out that the Planters' Association 
was formed with a view ta protedling the interests of 
the members, and he could not remember that any 
question relating to pradlical agriculture had ever been 
discussed at its meetings. He thought it necessary 
to explain this so that there should be no misunder- 
standing. The agricultural department of the Society 
had ample scope for its operations without trenching on 
the lines laid down by the Planters' Association. 

The Honorary Treasurer laid over his annual state- 
ment, showing a balance in favour of the Society of 
$660 02 and moved that it be adopted, which motion 
was seconded by Mr. B. Howell Jones, 

Mr. iSneas D. Mackay asked if the Book Committee 
were bound to spend a limited sum on new books, as 
appeared from Mr. Parnell's notice of motion. 

Hon. W. S* Turner in reply said that there was no bard 
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and fixed rule. The Direaors might be safely left to '^ 

manage the funds of the Society, and he did not agree 
with the meeting essaying to instruft them what to do. 

Hon. N. Darnell Davis spoke of the amount at com- 
mand of the Book Committee. 

The Chairman thought they could not infringe on Mr, 
Parnell's motion, as that gentleman had asked to have it 
postponed to the next meeting. 

Hon. N, D. Davis proposed, and Mr. Watt seconded, 
as an amendment to the motion, that the Trea- 
surer's statement be received and considered, but 
after some further discussion this was withdrawn and 
the original motion carried. 

The Secretary reported that as the Hon. N. Darnell 
Davis had declined the office of Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, Mr. S. M. Bellairs had been 
eledled to that office by the Committee and the Revd. 
W. B, Ritchie as Vice-Chairman. 

The Secretary read the following report of the Agri- 
cultural Committee : — 

Georgetown, February 8th, 1893. 
To the President and Members 

of the R. A. & C. Society. 
Gentlemen, — By dire6tion of the Agricultural Committee of the 
Society* I have the honour to report for the information of the mem- 
bers as follows : — 

1. That the Committee propose to hold regular meetings on the first 
Tuesday of every month at four o»clock in the afternoon, and as they 
think it desirable to interest the members generally, and especially 
those conne6ted with agriculture, in these meetings, they have decided 
to open them to all members of the Society. The first of these will be 
held on Tuesday the 7th of March. 

2. That at the meeting of the 7th inst., the Chairman called atten* 
tion to the fa6t that a cattle disease, probably a recurrence of Anthrax, 
was then raging in Mahaicony, and he feared that if something were not 
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done to prevent cattle passing over the Mahaica bridge, it would 
spread over the East Coast. It was thought that by bringing up the 
matter before the General Meeting public attention might be aroused 
and some a^on taken, as at present nothing whatever has been done. 

I hanei &c.t 

I. RODWAY, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. Howell Jones, in reference to this report, said the 
disease had been reported to him as very serious, one 
gentleman losing three or four head a day. Then there 
was an epidemic among horses and dogs, taking the 
form of a severe cold and affedling the lungs. He 
thought some investigation should be made, and would 
be glad if Dr. Ferguson could be spared by the Govern- 
ment to pay a visit to the Mahaicony Distri6);. 

The Secretary was direfted to forward a copy of the 
report to the Government, and request that Dr. Ferguson 
might be allowed to investigate the disease. 

Mr. Jacob Conrad ^s motion in the matter of the Agri- 
cultural School was again allowed to stand over, at his 
request. 

Mr. Hargreaves then brought forward his motion, of 
which due notice had been given, and, with permission 
of the meeting, amended it to read as follows : — 

" That the Society should respe6tfully ask the Government to give 
the Society Ifllormation as to what steps are being taken to secure the 
representation of the Colony at the Imperial Institute.** 

Mr. Hargreaves said that although he was a Fellow of 
the Imperial Institute he wished it to be clearly under- 
stood that it was not on that account that he made his 
motion^ but in the interest of the colony. It was their 
bounden duty to support the Institute, and he hoped that 
some definite effort would be made to have the colony 
represented. 
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Mr. Luke M. Hill stated tbat after a pablic meetiog at 
vAkich Mr. Nevile Lubbock explained the objedls of the 
Institute a mixed Committee had been formed of QiBceffs 
of the Society and others. This Committee met and 
applied to Government for a grant, which was prooused 
to be put on the estimate, but as this bad never heen 
done, no afikion could be taken. He thought that if they 
again approached the Government a grant might be 
made. 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. Mackay, 
it was put to the vote and carried. 

Mr* apneas D. Mackay brought forward his motion to 
recommend to the Direflors that the salary of the 
Assistant Secretary be increased, and by permission of 
the meeting amended it to read as follows :-— 

*' Tbat the EHre^orate be recommended to increase the salary of the 
Assistant Secretary and Librarian by the sum of £$0 per anniun, or by 
such sum as the Dire6tors may see fit.*' 

He was sure that those present would agree with him 
that during the six years that the present Assistant 
Secretary and Librarian had filled the post, the manage- 
ment of the Reading Rooms had materially improved. 
They were also aware that Mr. Rodway had taken the 
deepest interest in the affairs of the Society. The 
Society's revenue had been maintained, and he thought 
that some mark of approval of his services should be 
given him. 

Mr. F. A, Winter seconded the motion, 

Hon. W, S, Turner thought that Mr. Mackay, in moving 
the resolution, should have proved his case or given reason 
for the proposed increase of salary. There had been no 
otherreason put forward than that the Assistant Secretary 
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had done his work welU This he did not question ; but that 
was expe£led of every man. If the meeting recom- 
mended the increase the Diredlors would be put in an 
invidious position. They wanted to administer the 
funds of the Society fairly and economically and do 
justice to all« He should therefore oppose the motion, 

Mr, S, M, BelUirs said he was a Diredlor of the 
Society when the appointment was made. He did not 
wish to enter into the merits of the case, but was 
opposed to the motion, 

Mr. T. S, Hargreaves spoke in favour of the objeft of 
motion, but thought it should not have been brought 
forward at a General Meeting, He did not think it 
should be put to the vote. 

The President thought the motion should not be 
formally passed. He felt sure the Diredlors would not 
overlook the matter. It was a matter requiring con- 
sideration, and he thought the fa6): of there having been 
a discussion was sufficient, 

Mr, Mackay then withdrew the motion, 

Mr, Parnell's motion was allowed to stand over on 
account of his inability to be present from ill-health. 

Mr. W. T. Binnie mentioned the danger of allowing 
the carcasses of cattle that had died of Anthrax to remain 
on the ground, and on the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent promised to give notice of motion on the matter. 

Mr. Howell Jones said he had not moved for any 
definite a£lion in this matter, simply because it was a 
difficult matter to provide kilns to consume the car- 
casses, which was the only way of safely disposing of 
them. 

The President announced that Mr. G. B. Steele would 
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le£lure on ^* The Nile, Pyramids and Sphinx" on the 
23rd inst., and that Mr. A. E. Messer would follow ia 
March with an account of the ^ British Cabinet." The 
Revd. J. Millar had been unable to give his promised 
leflure on account of ill-health. 
The meeting then terminated. 

Meeting held on the gth March.-^Hon. Dr. Carrington^ 
C.M.G.y President, in the chair. 

There were 16 members present. 

Eledlions — Associates: Messrs. B. Humphreys, Jos. 
Speed, J. van Sertima, Robt. S. S. Hodgson, John 
Kemlo, and J. M. Texeira. 

Mr« Jacob Conrad having given notice that he would 
call for the reading of the plans laid before tlie late Agri- 
cultural School Committee, asked that this be now done 

No member dissenting, the Secretary read the plans 
and estimates furnished to the Committee by Messrs. 
Jacob Conrad, R G. Duncan, and Jas. Gillespie. 

Mr. Conrad then said that the matter of an Agricul- 
tural School, which he considered as still lying on the 
table, was a very important one. The motion under 
which it had been considered was introduced by the 
Hon. A. Weber and referred to a Committee who had 
reported on it. He hoped Mr. Weber would now move 
his original motion and let it be put to the vote. 

Hon. A. Weber, while agreeing with Mr. Conrad 
that the matter was a very important one, considered it 
rather irregular to call upon him to again bring forward 
a motion which had been disposed of by the adoption of 
the report of the Committee. 

The Chairman said that it appeared from the minutes 
that the motion in question had been referred to a special 
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cotdmitteei who' had reported to a general meeting* 
This report had been adopted, and therefore there was no 
motion now before the meeting. If Mr. Conrad wished 
to have the matter reconsidered he must give notice of a 
new motion. 

Mr. Conrad promised to give the required notice. 

In the matter of Mr. Parnell's motion that the Direc- 
tors be requested to increase the vote to the Book Com- 
mittee, the Secretary informed the meeting that the 
mover thought it would be better to let it be dealt with 
by the Book Committee. The motion was therefore 
cancelled. 

Mr. Binnie brought forward his motion that the 
Government be asked to take measures to prevent the 
spread of ihfedlious diseases among cattle by destroying 

the carcasses of those dying of such diseases. 

Mr. Binnie said it was well known that anthrax and 
other diseases had been disseminated by the pollution 
of streams and pastures from the putrid bodies lying on 
the land, and even when these bad been buried. The 
only ef!e£lual destroyer of the bacillus was corrosive 
sublimate, and he thought the dead bodies should be 
boiled down in a solution of this powerful antiseptic 
and buried deep in the ground. 

Mr. Binnie read extrafls from the Journal of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England, and U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture Reports, to show the difficulty 
of destroying the infedlidn of Anthrax. 

Mr, S. M, Bellairs said he would second the motion 
for the sake of discussion. The disease on the East 
Coast attacked horses, mules, donkeys and cattle, but as 
far as he knew not a single case had occurred among 
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sheep. At Chateau Margot the dead carcasses had 
been carried down to low water mark, and left to be 
carried off by the tide, 

Mr. Luke M. Hill said he took exception to< the 
method of disposing of the bodies in the sea, as they got 
stranded near town in front of the Sea Wall, when the 
city authorities had to have them removed and buried. 

The motion was carried. 

A letter from the Government Secretary was read, 
informing the Society, in reply to its communication in 
re the Imperial Institute, that provision had been made 
in the draft estimate for the next financial year for the 
sum of $i|000 for the representation of the colony at the 
Institute. 

A second letter from the Government Secretary in- 
formed the Society that the Government had no objec- 
tion to Dr. Ferguson visiting the distri£l infe£led with 
the cattle disease. 

The Secretary stated that since forwarding the So- 
ciety's resolution to the Government he had heard that 
Dr. Ferguson was removed from town to the Anna 
Regina distridl, and also that the disease appeared to be 
dying out. 

It was agreed to allow the matter to remcin in abey- 
ance for the present. 

Mr. T. S. Hargreaves gave notice of motion as fol- 
lows ; — 

*' That smoking be permitted iii the west gallery attached to the 
Reading Room,*' 

Mr. W. T. Binnie gave notice of motion ats follows:— 

I will move at the next meeting of this Society — that with the view 
of working a system of half times in Primary Schools, divided between 
ordinary studies and agricultural technical education^ the managers 
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6f Schools throughout this Colony be approached by Circular request* 
tng repKes to the following queries .— 

1st. Is it pra^icable to teach primary lessons on agriculture to 
children attending the schools under your charge ? 

2nd. Is there a Primer detailing the methods of and time for tilling 
the soil, for planting and weeding, and for reaping the various provision 
crops in general cultivation ? 

3rd. Is it practicable for children to attend school on three days of the 
week, and to work under the charge of a pupil teacher on a provision 
or sugar estate, during two days of the week, say I'hursday and Friday f 

Also in the furtherance of this objeft, I move that a committee be 
appointed to ask the Inspeaor of Schools, to give this Society the 
benefit of his experience, and his views on all the foregoing queries ; 
also to issue the circulars, collate replies and report progress within a 
specified time. 

W. T. BINNIE. 

The Secretary reaci a letter from the Government, 
which had been referred to the General Meeting by the 
Chairman of the Exposition Committee. This covered a 
Circular from the U.S. Department of State, referring to 
the World's Congresses at Chicago, and asking that 
persons might be delegated by the Colony to attend these* 

The representatives of the newspapers were asked to 
publish the information. 

The President stated that in speaking of papers 
at the meeting of the Agricultural Committee on Tues- 
day previous, he said that a letter had been written to 
Mr. Robert Allan asking him for a paper on sugar 
engineering. Mr. Allan had written to say that no such 
application had been made to him, so he (the President) 
presumed it was mislaid, for which he was sorry* 

The meeting then terminated. 

Meeting held on the gth AptiL — Hon. Dr. Carrington, 
C.M.Gi, President, in the chair. 
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There were 9 members present. 
EIe£lions. — Member: Mr. W. H. Parratt. 

Associates : Messrs S. K. Williams, S, A. 
Morgan, H. A Niles, T» Boucher Reid, Frank A. 
Le Gall, Matthias De Souza, W. H. Grimshaw, 
C. H. Moore, Michael Farrahar, H. C. Bayley inA 
F. Burke. 
Mr. W. T. Binnie brought forward his motion of which 
due notice bad been given, that a Committee be appointed 
to enqtiire itito the possibility of introducing agricultural 
education into primary schools. He believed that educa- 
tion in pradlical agriculture was essential to the well- 
being of the present cultivator. By its means he would 
be able to get the largest possible return from his land, 
and help to supply the colony with cheaper provisionst 
Mr. Blair laid over a copy of Nicholl's "Tropical 
Agriculture" which he said was in use as ^ text-book. ; 
As the motion was not seconded^ it therefore fell through. 
Mr. Hargreaves asked that his motion to have smoking 
allowed in a part of the Reading Room be postponed to 
a fuller meeting, to which no obje£lipn was made. 

The following letter from Mr. Quelch, Commissioner 
to the Columbian Exposition was read, as also a stmilar 
letter to the Government giving an account of his pro- 
gress to March 7th, in preparing for the exhibits, which 
bad not then arrived. These were taken for notification, 

British Guiana Commission, 

Wortd*s Columbian Exposition, 

Chicago, March ytfa, 1893. 
L. M. Hill, Esq., Secretary, 

R. A. and C. Society. 
Dear Sifi— It may have seemed curious to the Society that I have 
not written earlier, but it appeared to me wiser to wait until my atrrfval 
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in Chicago, and after I had seen somewhat of things in general, so as 
to have something definite to communicate. I wanted also to be able 
to state that ouc exhibits had arrived : but as up to the present they 
have not come to hand, and as time slips away very quickly, it seems 
better after all to send if only a short letter to let you know how 
matters have been arranged, and what is going on. Another matter 
that delayed my writing to you officially was that Prof. Putnam, the 
Chief of the Department of Ethnology, has from day to day promised 
to let me have a line stating that the Exposition authorities would bear 
all expenses in conne£tion with the board and lodging of whatever 
Indians were sent up during the time that they were on Exhibition in 
Chicago. I have his definite verbal statement before many witnesses 
to that effeft, but I told him I should like to have a written statement, 
so that our people, in British Guiana might feel safe in the matter^ He 
is however so busy that he has not yet written, tho' he has shewn me a 
draft of the letter, whioh no doubt, will reach me in a day or two. 

In order that the Society and the Exhibition Committee may be in 
possession of the whole, I had perhaps better recapitulate my move- 
ments from the beginning — I may state that I have already written to 
report to the Government the substance of what I am here stating. 

On arriving in Trinidad, I found the s.s. Alps starting within a few 
days for New York, and as by telegram to Barbados, I found that it 
was uncertain what steamers there would be there even after the time 
fixed for the departure of the Alps, I took passage from Trinidad, and 
reached New York two days before the Tay mouth Castle with our 
exhibits was due at St. John's. 

In New York, I mad& arrangements with Maitland and Phelps & Co., 
as to the charge of our funds so that I could draw on them by cheque, 
as Commissioner for British Guiana, wherever I might be : saw Messrs. 
Seibreicht and Wadley, the New York and Trinidad Florists, and made 
preliminary arrangements for some plants for decorative purposes ; and 
spent some time in purchasing a few items of clothing, etc., for the 
Indian with me, rendered necessary by the very severe weather which 
prevailed when we landed. As an instance of the care to be exercised 
I might state that in Chicago when we arrived, the temperature was 52 
degs, below freezing point, and that three days after there was. the 
heaviest fall of snow which had been known since 1885. 

From New York, I went to Boston where a good deal of our taxider- 
mic work is being done by the Frank Blake Webster Company and I 
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examined the work at the Workshop a little way out of Boston and made 

a preliminary payment in terms of our previous agreement. ! also saw 

Messrs. Rockwell and Churchill and made arrangements that they 

should publish our catalogue, in a similar style to the handbook 

which they had issued- for us already. 

Returning to New York, I started for Chicago, via Washington, 
where Mr. W. E. Curtis, the Chief of our se6lion, the Latin- American 
Department, was then located ; and through his kindness, my work in 
Chicago has been considerably simplified, since Mr. Welles, who had 
visited the Colony in the interests of the Fair, was told off to take me 
round and put me in touch with the various officers of the Exhibition. 

So far everything has gone all right; and the Exhibition authorities 
have done all that could be desired to help in every way possible. 
Considerable pressure was brought to bear on me to split up our 
exhibits, and to place the mining and forestry exhibits in their appro- 
priate buildings ; but I pointed out that this would be against all our 
previous efforts and would destroy whatever interest there would be in 
our small show. There was of course every courtesy in the requests 
made ; though the authorities are of opinion that as regards the adver- 
tisement of the Colony, it was a decided mistake on our part not to 
make a show, however small, in all the great buildings. From this 
point of view, no doubt it would have been wiser to concentrate our 
efforts in making a good show in sugars, rum, and molasses in the Agri- 
cultural Building, gold in the Mining, woods, etc., in the Forestry, 
and Indian things in the Ethnological : but it is too late now to corre^ 
it. Our main exhibit will of course be in our space in the Agricultural 
Building, which I have got increased in the fa9ade from 48 to 50^ feet. 
The native Indian huts will be built on the shores of the lake, and will 
be inhabited by the natives themselves when they come — the ethnolo- 
gical collection will be shown (space 39 x 16) in the special building 
close to the native peoples, the whole being not far from the 
Agricultural Building. It was quite out of the question to have these 
"close to our main court : there was no place that could thus be utilised. 
The gold digging bateau and onecorial and woodskin I have placed in 
the Transportation Building in a space 45 x 10, in a very favourable 
location granted for the purpose ; so that these will serve as an adver- 
tisement in this main building. I am extremely sorry that we cannot 
put in an appearance in the Mining and Forestry Buildings , for as the 
authorities say, since these buildings are specially devoted, to such 
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exhibits from all parts of the world, the people whp are inttrested in 
these matters will go to them to see what opportunities there are for 
development and trade in these special departments ; and we are thus 
depriving ourselves of the most powerful chances of advertising both 
our mineral industry and our timbers. As I have stated, our things 
have not yet come to hand, though the Exhibition authorities are 
advised by Messrs. Schofield & Co.» that the exhibits were sent off on 
the i8th ult., from St lohn's, N.B. No doubt these have been delayed 
by the blocking of the line by snow. There have been very heavy falls 
of snow, which has had a very destructive effect on the glass roofs of 
the enormous Fair buildings, breaking the glass through in many 
places in the depressed parts. I am wondering what effect the frost, 
severe as it has been, will have had on our things in glass bottles— the 
more so that the entire shipment of wine, some hundreds of bottles, 
from New South Wales, were ruined by the heavy frost, owing to the 
breaking up of the bottles. As our things will be meeting in Canada 
even more severe weather than has obtained down here, I am afraid the 
result will be very disastrous. 

The Fair buildings and grounds are in an utter state of unprepared- 
ness ; and owing to the most unfavourable weather, but little can be 
done rapidly. Still so much has been accomplished since the 
inception of the scheme, that there is little doubt that the remain- 
ing seven weeks will put things in a state of readiness for the 
1st of May. Though fit fdr opening by that date, it is certain the Fair 
will not be completely ready» and many weeks* work will have to be 
done ere that is settled. Added to the unfavourable weather which 
has prevailed and still hampers all work, there is an impending strike 
in the railway service which seems hardly likely to be averted, and 
this will be the most serious calamity, since exhibits from all parts of 
the world are just coming in. Added to this is the contemplated strike 
among carpenters, which again will paralyze all installa tion of exhibits. 

The long delay in the arrival of our exhibits has considerably 
bothered one. An enormous amount of work lias to be done, in faCt, 
all the work has yet to be done, on our timbers and logs. Nothing 
sent to the ground is allowed to go out, so that many things left to be 
done in Chicago like rice-cleaning, etc., will have to be left undone. 
Nearly every exhibitor is putting up a pavilion in the several large 
buildings ; and I am planning our logs of timber to be arranged round 
the Court so as to form a sort of skeleton pavilion. This will require 
a lot of planing and polishing, and time is getting short. More than 
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this, these large logs present a very difficult problem for. instal- 
lation. The floor of the building is 8 feet above the ground, and the 
logs will have to be run through t he floor and blocked on the ground 
leaving 12 feet proje6ting. The upper 6 feet of this I shall have to 
get polished to make some sort of show against the elaborate structures 
being put up around. There are 26 logs and 5 palm stems and the 
letter, wood logs to be treated like this ; while just where a line of them 
must go, two pipes run under the floor which will cause additional 
sawing of the logs to avoid them The delay also is very awkward In 
view of the catalogue. I have only very incomplete lists from Mr. 
Rodway, and I was trusting to having the things out soon^ so 
as to be able to put the catalogue together ; and meantime the' Pair 
authorities are asking for Oflicial lists. Other things which were to be 
sent OD, I cannot of course do anything about— so that my task is 
neither pleasant not easy. Have any other things been sent on ? I 
should like lists soon for cataloguing. Nothing can come in after 
April loth; and if things are left till then they cannot be included in 
the catalogue— at any rate not in the Oflicial Catalogue. 

Meantime, 1 have laid down the platform which by regulations mu$t 
be made in the Court ; and I have workmen cutting spaces in the floor 
to take the logs after they have been dressed, and they are also 
strengthening the floor where main supports have to be cut through. 

About the Indians^ I will write again soon in more detail. Anyhow> 
Prof. Putnam wishes to get men and women of different tribes if possiblei 
who will consent to appear in their native costumes —not the dressed 
and semi-civihsed examples, and also those who are able to carry out 
some trade such as hammock-making, pottery, baskets, etc. He would 
thus like them to come provided with cotton, mucra, bamboo and reeds 
for arrows, bow sticks, and the special clay in barrels as used for pots 
and goglets, so that they might have material to work with. Their 
board and lodging will be provided by the authorities. 

The weather has been simply awful— constant changes from intense 
cold to milder, with rain, sleet and snow alternating ; while underfoot 
slush and mud appal one along the lines of traflic. Just outside the 
Fair grounds and inside, it is terrible walking; andcibbmg has to be 
very frequently resorted to to get along. I have not been ill, but upset, 
aiid not feeling ** flt," still I am better than I was, and considering the 
kind of weather, that is something. The Indian also is fairly well. 

Very faithfully yours,-]. J. QUELCH, 

cc 
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The thanks of the Society were accorded to Mr, C. 
Bromley for a copy of the Royal Kalendar for i3to. 
The meeting then terminated. 



. Meeting held on the i8th May, — Hon. Dr. Car- 
ringtoti, CMC, President, in the chair. 

There were 24 members present. 
Eleflions — Member: Mr. Jorge Camacho. 

Associates: Messrs. H. L. Bayrhoffer, 

Cecil Farrar, Harry Moore, B. M, Chatterjee and 

T. H. Greathead. 

The Honorary Treasurer laid over the list of Members 

and Associates whose names had been struck off for 

non-payment of subscriptions, and asked that it be posted 

in the Reading Room in accordance with the Bye-taw. 

The President then said that before proceeding farther 
with the order of business he would mention the death of 
the Honourable William Samuel Turner, a valued member 
and Direftor of the Society. . Without any formal notice 
of motion he would ask leave to move the following 
resolution : — 

" The Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society of British Guiana 
in ^neral meeting assembled, desire to place on record their sense of 
the {[Teat loss whicb the Society has sustained by the death of the Hon. 
William -Samuel Turner, Chief Commissary and lately ailing Auditor. 
General of the colony- As a member of the Society, Mr. Turner for 
many years took a deep interest in its welfare, and as a Managing 
DireAor for several years, he cheerfully rendered it services which, with 
all his services to the Governinent, to public bodies and to private 
persons, were chara^eiised in an uncommon degree, by single- 
heartedness, energy, ability and practical sagacity. 

That the Society direA a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mrs, 
Turner." 



REt*ORt Ot* 30CIETY*S MeETINCS. iOj 

The President continuing, said that in moving this 
resolution he did not think it necessary to say very 
many words. Tributes to Mr. Turner's worth had been 
paid on every hand. These had special reference to 
his great efiiciency and zeal as a public servant. He 
made bold to say that the colony had never had — and 
probably never would have — a more capable public ser- 
vant than Mr. Turner. His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor paid a very feeling tribute to his worth at a 
recent sitting of the Court of Policy. Mr. Turner was 
of opinion that in his position he was obliged to advance 
the interests of the colony. He thought they as a Society 
were bound to recognise his very efficient and valuable 
services as a useful member as well as a Managing 
Dire£lor. It would be many a day before they got a 
man of such integrity and great ability with such entire 
devotion to duty and the interest of the colony. He 
thought the resolution would meet with the approval of 
every member of the Society. 

Revd. W. B. Ritchie seconded, speaking also of 
the great loss of the colony and the Society by the death 
of Mr. Turner. The lesolution was carried unanimously. 

Hon. N. Darnell Davis called attention to the fol- 
lowing telegram, published in the colony the day 
previous : — 

" Further despatches from Washington state that the Supreme Court 
has declared valid the law deporting the Chinese from the United 
States. The number that will come under the law is estimated at 
100,000.'* 

The reason why he mentioned this matter was the 
possibility of these people being induced tu come here. 
Some were men of considerable means, others were 
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miners or workers on railroads. They were an indus- 
trious class of people and generally knew something of 
the English language. He would ask whether in tb^ 
interest of the colony the Direftors of the Society might 
not consider what steps could be taken to draw the 
attention of the Chinese, through the regular channels— 
the Cover iment here and the Chinese Minister at Wash- 
ington — to the faft that there was room for them in 
British Guiana. He did not think it necessary to make 
a formal motion but would simply suggest the matter to 
the Diredtors. 

The President said the Direftors would take it into 
consideration. 

Mr. T. S, Hargreavesi brought forward his moCiodj of 
which due notice had been given, *^ That smoking be 
permitted in the west gallery attached to the Reading 
Room." 

Mr. J. Wood Davis said he rose to a point of order. 
He did not see in the Aft of Incorporation of the Society* 
that there was any provision for a smoking roonii 
although mention was made of an exchange room, read- 
ing room, museum, model room and library. Again, he 
thought that in accordance with the Bye-laws it Would 
be necessary to rescind Rule 8, Schedule B, before bring- 
ing a motion of this description. He asked for a rtilingl 
on these points. 

The President said it appeared to him that the rule 
against smoking was one of those formulated by the 
Dire6lors. There was no special mode of procedure set 
down in regard to these, but he presumed they came 
under the same regulation as B)e-lavvs, which by Sec. i. 
Chap, XV required that when an alteration was pro- 
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posed **the Bye-law to be altered, the proposed 
alteration and the exa6l words of any proposed Bye- 
law shall be clearly specified in the notice of any 
such motion." He thought it would be hecessfary to 
bring in a motion to rescind rule 8 as far as to allow 
smoking in the gallery. The result, if such a motion 
were passed would be to make it incumbent on the Board 
of Direftors to give effeft to it. He must hold with 
Mr. Davis's point of order, and rule that the present 
motion did not formally comply with the requfrements 
relating to the alteration of the Rules of the Society. 
Mr. Hargreaves could give notice of motion in accordance 
with this ruling if he thought fit. 

Mr. Hargreaves said he had already come to two 
meetings in conne6lion with this matter, at considerable 
inconvenience to himself. He had been asked by other 
members to bring it forward ; it was not selfishness on 
his paift. He did not want to have all his trouble over 
again. 

The Secretary read- the following letter from Mr, 
Quelch, Commissioner to the World's Columbian Expo- 
sition. 

Chicago, April loth, 1893. 
L. M. HILL, Esq., Hon. Sec, 

R. A. and C. Society. 
Dear Sir,— I have waited to write till I had a fairly good budget to 
send you. Our exhibits, the first lot I refer to, did not come to hand 
till at)out the 22nd of March, and it was not till some days after that I 
was abk to get hold of them to start work. Those great logs of timber 
have given me an enormous amount of trouble— how much I can 
hardly explain. They were most awkward to handle owing to the loca- 
tion of our space, and they blocked up the entire gang- way. Relying 
on the measurements given for them, 1 had had the flooring cut to 
jiize to let them drop down vertically to the ground, which is 8 feet 
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below the floor of the building, and I had had carpenters at work 
securing and blocking the parts ot the floor cut through. When the 
logs canle to be measured, scarcely one agreed with the list, and the 
floor had in nearly every case to be re- cut. 1 had to get them cut to 
uniform lengths ; and as they had travelled from New Brunswick on the 
open cars, and had been practically covered with snow for more than a 
month, they were sodden, and the sap wood as black as cnuld be. This 
necessitated a considerable amount of planing and adzing— and labour 
of this kind is very dear here, costing as much as from 43 to 50 cents 
per hour. However, it is all over now ; and I have them in place, 
projecting 12 feet above the floor, and well secured by pitch pine blocks. 
All the larger countries were building elaborate pavilions in the differ- 
ent sections , and as our neighbours in the Agricultural were doing 
this, 1 judged it wiser to place our logs around the borders of our space 
and thus make a sort of log wall. I have connected the tops 
of them by boarding and to this I am hanging the views of 
Guiana. The logs have been touched over with oil and they thus 
shpw out fairly well. The vat I have put on the top of four of them 
in a square. The panels are in place, and are arranged on the 
blank wall of the building 8 feet from the ground, where they 
can be seen from good distances awiy. The colony arms and flags 
are placed abvoe these ; and the space below will be utilised for 
photographs and pictures and flat tanned skins of mammals. The 
animals I sent to Boston to be prepared are finished, and they look 
eitremely nice and will form a very attractive feature. The second lot 
of things sent have come to hand ; but I am afraid there is a good deal 
of breakage as there was in the first lot— judging by the sound inside 
and the appearance of the outside of the boxes sticky with syrup in 
many cases. The views of Guiana from the Museum were awful. 
Nearly every frame was broken, several of the glasses smashed and 
most of the glasses and paintings broken away from the frames. The 
worst of it is that nothing can be sent out of the grounds, so that it is 
awkward repairing many things. I have show-cases already sent in, 
and am just seeing about their being put up and counters, etc., made. 
Few things are yet unpacked owing to the faCt that until the big 
timbers were put up, it was hardly possible to do anything else, and 
besides it is not long ago that the roof was repaired so as to be secure. 
Now, however, all being well, things can be hurried on very rapidly. In 
the Agricultural Building we shall have everything in place by May ist ; 
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though as the Ethnological building is not yet finished, that part of our 
colle^ion will have to wait. Very few of the sections will be ready for 
the opening. Spain, Cuba, Brazil, etc., around us, have not yet fin- 
ished putting up their pavilions, in fa6t, have only just begun ; and 
they cannot possibly be ready until well into June. The worst of it is 
that dust and dirt from their building operations will flood our space 
while we are in shape. The Fair people have had terrible weather to 
contend with ; strikes have also troubled them ; while many foreign 
exhibitors have not yet got their things here. Nothing of the Russian 
exhibits has yet come, so the Exhibition authorities can hardly be 
blamed for things being behind. Still there will be lots to be seen on 
tlie opening day. 

1 am glad to see the bitters sent by Max & Coronel, but surprised 
that Gaskin has not sent any chocolate exhibit. After what was pro* 
mised it is rather shabby* 

I have been very surprised to find that nothing will be allowed to be 
sold during the exhibition of things brought up for that parpose, I 
brought some of our bright birds, thinking that I should be able to sell 
the surplus advantageously during the Fair— but it is not allowed. The 
regulations are stringent even on the sale of se6tion catalogues. If any 
foreign Commission sells their catalogue or hand book, 50 per cent, of 
the gross receipts must be paid to the Fair management. Conkey & Co* 
have offered to all countries, and their terms have been generally 
accepted, to sell such catalogues on the exhibition and to distribute them 
broadcast, and to give to each Commission 25 per cent, of the gross 
receipts, they take 25 per cent, and the Fair 50 per cent. We shall thus 
realise but little on the expenditure over the handbook of the colony, 
got up for the exhibition. 

As regards the native Indians, their board will be provided, but they 
are expected to bring barrels of clay for making pottery ; cotton for 
making hammocks ; bamboos and reeds for making arrows ; and mucro, 
etc • for baskets. Prof. Putnam says the Indians will be allowed to sell 
all such things, and this would cover their board. He wants a repre* 
sentative pottery-maker, hammock-maker, basket*maker, and arrow- 
maker, etc , and they must bring plenty of material with them besides 
their ordinary Ifving things— and things they carry about with ihem 
from place to place. As long as there are about two distinct tribes 
represented, he does not mind how many there are of each— the more 
of oneor two tribes the better, since they would thus be better able to 
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illustrate native games, etc, A group of Macusis would be particularly 
desirable. One condition he makes is that they must be willing to 
appear in the grounds in their native costume^ lap or queyu and necklaise 
only. I will write again soon. The Indian is well, and useful to me. 
Since the first three weeks here I h^ve be^n suffering from severe 
coughs and colds, ague and fever, and now from a swollen neck~ 
swollen glandSf It makes one feel very unfit for work, and considerably 
handicaps one when the weather is bad ; but I combine cabs with train 
and have been progressing at any rate as well as at any other place. The 
result I trifst will be quite satisfadiory. 

I am> very truly >ours, 

J. J. QUEIXH. 

The Secretary stated that in a private letter to Mr. 
ConyerS) Mr. Queich said the British Guiana Court 
would be one of the few that woutd be finished at the 
opening of the Exposition. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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Meeting held on June /j. — Hon. Dr. Carringtoni 
C.M.G., President, in the chair. 

There were 1 1 members present. 
ISXt&XcytiS^'^Members : Messrs. A. Evelyn and H. W. 
Sconce. 

Associates: Messrs. Walter Weber^ J. A. 
Rogers, Edward Hall, John Mansfield, and F. H. 
Collier. 
The Secretary read the following letter from Mrs. 
Turner. 

Lamaha House, 
Georgetown, 24th May, 1893. 
Dear Sir,— I have received your letter of the 19th inst., enclosing a 
resolution from the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society on the 
great loss I have sustained by the death of my dear husband, for Which 
I beg to tender my sincere and heartfelt thanks. 
It is a great comfort to me in my sad distress to know that liiy 
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husband's services have been appreciated by the Royal Agricultural 
and Commercial Society. 

I remain. Dear Sir^ 

Yours truly, 

EDITH turner. 
L. M. Hill, Esq., 

Hony. Secretary. 

The President informed the meeting that to fill the 
vacancy in the Managing Dire6lorate caused by the 
lamented death of the Hon, W, S. Turner, Mr. George 
Garnett had been ele6led, and that the place left vacant 
by the removal of Mr. Garnett had been filled by the 
Hon. E.:C Luard* 

The President also reported that the Government had 
granted the sum of $250, and the Dire6lors an equal 
amount, for the purpose of holding an Horticultural Show, 
for which the Mayor and Town Council had given to the 
Society permission to use the Promenade Gardens. 

The following report from the Committee of Corres- 
poudence was read : — 

Georgetown, June isth, 1893. 
To the President and Members 

of the R. a. and C. Society. 

Gentlemen^ — By dire£tion of the Committee of Correspondence I 
have (he honour to report as follows :— - 

Harjng been informed by the Dire6tors of the Society that the Gov- 
ernment had granted $250 tor an Horticultural Show, that the Society 
had guaranteed an equal sum, and that the Mayor and Town Council 
had given permission to use the Promenade Gardens for the purpose, 
the Committee met on the 12th inst., to make arrangements for carry- 
ing ^ut the proposed work. Certain preliminaries having been gone 
ttirough the meeting adjourned to the 15th, when a Firize List was 
agreed to and a hand-bill drawn up, of which I lay over a proof. As will 
be seen from this the Show is to be held 01^ Friday, 25th August, 
between the hours of 12.30 and 6.30 in the afternoon and 7.30 to 10 in 
the evening. Three hundred dollars are offered in prizes and they 
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hope by this and the adjuncts of a band of music and illuminations in 
the evening to make it a success. 

I have, &c., 

I. RODWAY, 

A6ling Secretary. 

The Secretary also read the following report from the 
Columbian Exposition Committee : — 

Georgetown, June 15th, 1893. 
To the President and Members 

of the R. A. and C Society. 
Gentlemen, — By direction of Columbian Exposition General Com- 
mittee, I have the honour to report that at a meeting held on the 24th 
of May, they decided not to send a party of Indians to Chicago, as at 
first proposed. The Revd. Jos. Keelan, who it was understood would -^ 
be at liberty in June, had written to ^ay he would not be able to pro* 
cure them in time nor did he anticipate being able to accompany them. 
After deliberation it was agreed, *' that it would not be desirable, under 
the circumstances, to send the Indians, as, what with the difficulty 
of bringing them together, in procuring a suitable person to take charge 
of theni, and the expense* the result could hardly be satisfactory.*' 

I have, &c., 

J. RODWAY, 

Secretary, Exposition Committee. 

An extra£t from a letter of Mr. J, L. Ohlson, Secretary 
of the West India Committee, London, forwarded through 
Mr. A. Summerson, was also read« He called attentioa 
to the unsatisfa6lory state of the British Guiana Exhibit 
at the Imperial Institute. 

The President stated, in regard to this matter, that the 
Assistant Secretary had called his attention to the Govern- 
ment vote for the Imperial Institute and suggested that 
he should move the Governor (who was Chairman of the 
Committee) in the matter. Owing to pressure of busi* 
ness this had not been done, but since Mr. Ohison had 
also drawn attention to the matter, he would speak to 
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the Governor and arrange for a meeting of the Institute 
Committee. 

Revd. W. B. Ritchie said tha,t when at home last 
year he had spent some time in different Museums and 
took especial care to note whether British Guiana was 
well represented. In the Scottish Industrial Exhibition^ 
and even the British Museum, the colony was very poorly 
shown, and he was of opinion that something better 
should be done at the Imperial Institute. 

The Secretary was dire6led to thank Mr. Ohlson 
for his letter and state that the matter would receive 
attention. 

The thanks of the Society were presented to His 
Honor N. Atkinson for a copy of Bryant's Account of 
the Slave Insurre6lion on the East Coast in 1823. 

Mr. Vyle suggested that fuller intimation of the business 
of the general meetings should be published in the news- 
papers, as it might have. the effe6l of drawing together 
larger meetings. 

The President stated that the matter was connefted 
with the cost of advertisements, and the Secretary stated 
the full agenda could not always be known until the day 
of meeting. 

Mr. Vyle said the papers were always glad to get 
paragraphs, which need not cost anything, and the Presi- 
dent said they would see if Mr. Vyle's suggestion could 
be carried out. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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Popular Lectures. 



^ THE NILS, PYRAMIDS, AND SPHINX.*' 



Delivered an Friday^ March 3rd, iSgj, by George Bagoi Steele, 

Civil Engineer, 



jHE le6lurer gave an interesting account of some 
of his experiences in Egypt. By comparing 
the size of the pyramids with other well- 
known stru£lures here and in other parts of the world 
he brought their immensity home to the minds of his 
audience. 
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THB BRITISH CABINET: ITS HISTORY, CONSTRUCTION AND FUNCTIONS.' 
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Delivered on Tuesday, March 2Sth, iSgj, by Allan E. Messer, B»A. 



The leAurer gave a lull account of the origin of the 
Cabinet in Privy Council, commencing with the Witan 
of the Saxons, connecting this with the " Great Council'' 
of the Normans and bringing it down to the present day^ 
Special attention was paid to the Colonial Office and the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, which the le£lurer 
considered were developments of the *^ Council for Trade 
and Plantations" of the time of Charles II. 
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By the Editor^ 




|N view of the fa6l that the i8th of March, 1894, 
will be the fiftieth anniversary of the forma- 
tion of the Royal Agricultural and Commercial 
Society, a short account of its establishment may be appro- 
priately presented in this issue of the Society's Journal. 
That it has at least tried to do something for the 
colony, its records and the newspapers of the last 
half century show indubitably, while many experi- 
ments which have been tried without good results make 
their repetition needless for the future. Unfortunately, 
however, the records of the early years only exist in a 
form which is virtually inaccessible except to very few, 
and consequently people are apt to think that the Society 
has been sleeping rather than wide awake. It is quite true 
that more might have been done to develop the agricultural 
resources and commercial interests of the colony, but, 
taken as a whole, the Society can look back with pride on 
its work of the past, and with hope for that of the future. 

By its exertions the colony has been provided with a 
good museum and library, a reading room with such a 
colle6lion of newspapers and magazines as is rarely seen 
even in places of greater importance than Georgetown, 
a journal which records the Society's proceedings as well 
as matters of interest conne6led with the development and 
resources of the country and its history, and which occupies 
a place which is to some extent at least a scientific and 
literary centre. That the Society is not altogether an agri- 
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cultural or commercial association is a matter for congratu- 
lation, as from its comprehension of virtually everything 
that makes for the welfare of the colony it is a public 
rather than a particular benefit* It was proje6led on those 
lines, and it may be confidently stated that there is no de- 
partment of its work inconsistent with the ob]e6ls of Mr. 
W. H. Campbell and the other gentlemen who took such 
a great interest in its pro]e6lion. There is, however, 
plenty of room for development in all its departments, 
but not of one at the expense of the others* 

On the 1st of February, 1844, a" Prospeftus and Pro- 
posed Laws and Regulations of the Agricultural and 
Commercial Society of British Guiana" was published in 
the c6lony and posted to most of the influential gentle- 
men in England conne£led with Demerara. The Pros- 
pectus ran as follows : — " Several gentlemen conceiving 
that a favourable opportunity is presented for establishing 
a Society under the above name, having for itsobjeA the 
advancement of the Agricultural and Commercial interests 
of this colony — ^and being satisfied that such an Institu- 
tion, if based on sound principles and well-condu£led, 
would meet with the cordial support of the Planters, 
Merchants, and other inhabitants of the Colony, it 
is • proposed with a view to the formation of such a 
Society : — 

1. That persons desirous of becoming members of the 
Society shall give their names as Subscribers to Messrs. 
William Brand and W. H. Campbell, who have con- 
sented to a£l as Interim Secretaries. 

2. That when fifty or more subscribers of twenty 
dollars each shall have been obtained, the Interim Secre- 
taries shall call a meeting of such subscribers in order to 
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constitute the Society, adopt or frame a code of Laws 
and Regulations, and ele6l Office-bearers. 

3, That each of the said Subscribers shall be furnished 
with a printed copy of the " Proposed Laws and Regu- 
lations" of the Society, with a view to his approving 
of the same, or suggesting amendments thereon or 
additions thereto at a meeting to be called for that 
purpose. 

The *' Proposed Laws," of which the Society possesses 
the original draft, are in the handwritingof Mr. Campbell, 
and appear to have been framed on those of the Botanical 
Society of Edinburgh, in the establishment of which Mr. 
Campbell took an adtive part. 

The prospe6lus was well received, and on the 9th of 
March, 1844^ ^^ advertisement appeared in the Royal 
Gazette requesting, the subscribers to the proposed 
Agricultural and Commercial Society to meet on Monday, 
the i8th, at the Old Court House, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, to adopt the necessary measures for consti- 
tuting the Society. Accordingly about forty " highly 
respe£table*' persons, under the chairmanship of Sir 
Michael M'Turk, met and passed a series of resolu- 
tions, constituting those present and the other subscribers 
to the prospe6lus as original members— -appointing a 
committee of ten to frame and arrange the rules — 
agreeing to an application to the Legislature for a grant 
of the Old Colonial Hospital building — and fixing the 
1 2th of April for another meeting* The Governor of the 
colony for the time being was nominated as Patron, and 
the Committee consisted of : — the Hons. Sir M. McTuRK 
and Wm. Arrindell, Messrs. D. M' Donald, A. Mac- 
rae, (Dr.) Wm. Ranken, Chas. Benjamin, W. Bruce 
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Ferguson, (Dr.) D. Blair, Chas. Conyers, andGEORGE 

H. LOXDALE. 

At the first general meeting on the 12th of April, the 
first eiediion of Office-bearers took place. Sir MiCHAEL 
MTURK being chosen President, Hon. WiLLlAM Arrin- 
DELL and Mr. CHARLES Conyers, Vice-Presidents, Mr. 
W. H. Campbell, Secretary, and Mr. Wm. Brand, 
Treasurer. Among the first arrangements made by the 
General Committee (answering to the present Board of 
Direftors) were those for a Reading Room, and it will be 
interesting to note some of the papers ordered for the 
tables. Comparatively few of them are in existence now, 
and many of the remainder have been given up, so that 
with the exception of the Times, Athenasum, Spe6lator, 
Punch, and the New York Herald, none of them are to 
be seen in the Reading Room to-day. The list was fairly 
comprehensive, including the Gazettes o\ London, Dublin, 
Edinburgh, and Amsterdam, the Evening Mail, Evening 
Chronicle, St. Jameses Chronicle, English Chronicle, 
Liverpool Mail, Dublin Evening Mail, Bombay Mail, 
Nation, John Bull, Glasgow Courier, and a great many 
others. The European Mail of to-day was represented 
by the Colonial Gazette and Willmer and Smithes 
European Times, while agriculture received such atten- 
tion that the list included the Mark Lane Express, 
Farmers^ Journal, New Farmers' Journal^ and the 
Proceedings of the English and Highland Agricultural 
Societies. Among the Magazines were Blackwood's, 
Eraser' Sy Colburn's, Ainsworth'sy Chambers* Journal 
and Bentle/s Miscellany^ besides a few others that are 
still in existence and many which have long been dis- 
continued. It will thus be seen that the Reading Room 
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was well provided for from the very first. Several dona- 
tions from the Governor and others in the first few 
months of its existence went to form the nucleus of a 
Library and Museum. Among the first of these were 
Schomburgk's "Views" and "Description," from the 
author, together with his colIe6lion of native woods. 

The Society's labours during the firstyear of its existence 
were perhaps of more importance than those of any single 
year afterwards. Its officers were very energetic and its 
able Secretary must have done an enormous amount of 
work. Among the Agricultural matters considered were ; 
ploughing, covered drains, applying the power of savannah 
water to eiie6luate drainage, steam cultivation, soilsi 
manufaAuring of sugar, hydraulic and other presses, steam 
engines, second pressing of megass, maceration, and boil- 
ing by steam. Commerce was assisted by registersdetail- 
ing imports and exports, and arrivals and departures of 
vessels, with their cargoes, which statistics had hitherto 
not been available by the public. Then there were 
local matters such as the journal of the Postholder 
of Essequebo in an excursion to the source of the 
Macouria creek to discover a means of communi- 
cation between Demeraraand Essequebo, communications 
in regard to pasture grasses, and a paper on the Spigelia 
or Pink Root by Dr. BONVUN. 

In the report laid over at the first anniversary meeting, 
the General Committee said that the Society had been 
such a short time in a6live operation that it was scarcely 
to be expe6led that they could give much information 
as to the pra£lical results of the several experi- 
ments then in progress. The Society might, however, 
take some credit for having given a stimulus to 
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exertion for these desirable ends. Many of its members 
said associates, prompted by a laudable desire to 
see the colony flourish, and by the aid of science 
to compensate in some degree for the scarcity of manual 
labour, had turned their attention to the nature of our 
soils and improved methods of drainage. To overcome 
the obstacles to a free exit of the surface water several 
plantations on the East and West Coast of Demerara 
bad been obliged to have recourse to machinery. It 
frequently happened that a great deal of labour, which in 
many cases it was very difficult or almost impossible to 
procure, was required to keep open the drainage on the 
coasts, and from the want of such labour serious injury 
was often caused to the cultivation. On those estates 
where steam engines had been ere&ed drainage had been 
successfully accomplished and the proprietors of other 
plantations were then takingmeasuresforsecuriogto them- 
selves like advantages. It appeared to the Committee that 
if several adjoining estates were to unite in paying for 
draining engines of greater power, better results could be 
obtained at less cost and the increased wash of the large 
stream of water be more effe6lualinremovingobstru£lions. 
The great advantages derived from underground 
drainage in the Mother Country were not likely to be 
obtained in this colony, for besides the want of a sufficient 
fall of the land, it was doubtful whether the water would 
percolate quickly enough to prevent the canes being 
chilled. The experiment was however being tried and 
would be duly reported on.* They were aware of 

* Tfais was done at La Penitence and proved a failure on acootint of 
the water flowing back into the pipes and depositing until they were 
obstru£ted. Even with a pumping engine these could not be kept clear* 
AS the water never ran off as fast as it fell. 
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ihe difference of opinion on tliis matter add conceived it 
to be better " for the present'* to retain the system 
p( open drainage and to endeavour to procure by 
steam power some means of ploughing across the beds 
without injury to the small drains. They had had a 
communication from Mr. A. MacRab who proposed to 
make the beds level by draining with tiles or brushwood 
so that the plough could be used. They were, however, 
of opinion that it would bebetter to devise a plan of working 
the fields as thev were.* The Rev. Mr. FORBES, (a Scotch 
Church minister) of Berbice, suggested a method of drain- 
ing by means of savannah water, but the General Com*- 
mittee could not report favourably on this for want of 
plans and diagrams. 

It was represented as a mistake on the part of friends in 
the Mother Country to suppose that our planters here were 
wedded to the system of turning up the land by manual 
labour, and that they voluntarily discarded th^ plough. 
Our soils generally, were of too tenacious and stiff anature 
to admit of the use of the plough except by the aid of steam, 
and our unavoidable system of open drains presented also 
a great impediment. Attempts hitherto made were showQ 
not to have been attended with much success, althopgh it 
was to be hoped machinery to work the plough might be 
obtained through the means which some of the scientific 
members were devising and the encouragement of the 
LrCgislature. They had received a communication from Mr. 
Joseph Norton, of Berbice, giving the results of his use 

* It may be well to note that the present system, which is the same 
as that of fifty years ago, raises the plants to a higher level, while tile 
drainage would make the surface at least a foot lower and be sure to 
injure th«n in very wet weather. 
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of the plough by means of horse power on Pin. PhiladeU 
phia. There could be no doubt that the most beneficial 
effe6ls would be produced by this method of turning up 
the land, but the expense of horse power operated as a 
barrier, as Mr. NORTON confessed that in his short 
experiments he killed no fewer than nine horses, whose 
deaths were, no doubt, occasioned by the stiff nature of 
the soil, notwithstanding that this was of a lighter des- 
cription than that of the generality of estates in the 
colony* The plough, impelled by steam power, and the 
grape or spade were, in their opinion, the most likely 
implements to be applied successfully. 

From the analyses of our soils it appeared that good 
drainage was indispensable to insure the produ6liveness of 
the land. This ob]e6l the Committee recommended in the 
strongest manner to be kept steadily in view. The appli- 
cation of any description of manure could not be ex- 
pe6led to have the eife6ls desired unless this grand 
objeft were rendered as perfeft as the local circum- 
stances of plantations would admit. It would be seen 
also from analyses that these contained but a very 
small portion of lime, which was considered an essen- 
tial requisite on all lands subje6led as ours were to 
systematic cropping for a series of years without the 
advantage of a return of the megass to renovate them. 
Lime, vegetable ashes and shells, were therefore strongly 
recommended as manures in accordance with the sug- 
gestions of the analysts. These had been a6led upon 
by several planters during the previous year, who would 
no doubt, in due time, reap benefit from their enterprise, 
and this would be a subje6l for congratulation on the 
part of the Society at the next anniversary meeting. 
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Guano had been imported to a considerable extent and 
applied to fields on several plantations, but they were 
not yet aware of the results although report spoke 
favourably of the green and luxuriant appearance of the 
canes. It was much to be feared however that unless 
the desideratum of good drainage had been kept in view 
the canes would prove deficient in richness, and there- 
fore the manure could not be said to have had a 
fair trial. There were divers opinions as to the proper 
mode of application; some parties contended that it 
ought to be worked into the soil when turned up, others 
that the ground shoaid be merely scratched at the roots 
of the canes and the manure applied in very small 
quantities when the plants had attained the age of four 
to six months, a third class contended that it should be 
mixed with ashes in the proportion of one to three, while 
lastly, some were of opinion that it should be mixed with 
water and sprinkled on the roots. Time alone could prove 
which was the proper method, and it was to be hoped 
that the Society would be favoured with information as 
to the result. The Society had been favoured with a 
communication from Dr. Blair on the Metayer system 
as introduced on Pin. Schoon Ord\ it had also been 
partly applied on Greenwich Park, Glasgow and other 
estates. It was a remarkable faft however that on 
the first of these properties the farmers were not 
the labourers who had been on the plantation at the end 
of the apprenticeship but people from the East Coast. 
Time alone would show whether the system could 
be permanently relied upon. So far it was pro- 
ceeding so satisfafilorily to both landlord and tenant as 
to afford great hopes. 
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The most important objeCl to the planter, next to 
increasing the produce of his land was improvement in 
the manufa6lure of sugar^ and it was gratifying to them 
to be able to report that most of the planters were 
keeping this obie6l in view. Recent events would, it was 
expelled, stimulate them to greater exertions, and those 
estates which had already ere6led or were then ere6ling 
vacuum pans would no doubt find it to their advantage 
to persevere in manufa6luring sugar by this method* 
The application of steam to the evaporation of cane 
juice was understood beyond a doubt to be attended 
with success, and by this means a great deal of the megass 
then used for fuel under the coppers might be returned 
to the fields and used to renovate the land and make it 
more produftive. The excellent, but rather expensive 
apparatus of Derosne & Cail, they understood was about 
to be introduced on one or two large estates, whose 
proprietors were in a position to bear the outlay. 

They recommended an examination of the merits of 
Ronald's (of Glasgow) Steam Chest at Pin. Profit 
which appeared to be very moderate in cost. It was 
only used as an auxiliary to enable an estate to make a 
larger quantity of sugar per day than could be produced 
by coppers alone, but there was little doubt that by its 
use a considerable saving of sugar and labour might be 
effected at a small cost, and the sugar was said to be 
improved in quality. The Society had been favoured 
with several communications from Mr. OSBORNE on the 
subjeft of hydraulic pressure for expressing cane juice, 
but they understand that this method had proved ineffi- 
cient in some of the neighbouring colonies, and no one 
here was likely to venture on the experiment. Mr. 
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Osborne was also diFe6ting his attention to plans (or 
ploughing and draining by steam power. Through such 
enterprising individuals, aided by the Consulting Engineer 
of the Society, Mr. JOSIAH Parkes, they might shortly 
expect to have this great desideratum effected by proper 
machinery. 

It was highly gratifying to them to have to state that 
the weather for the past year had been most favourable, 
and that the crop of the colony for the year 1844 had 
increased by more than 3,000 hogsheads over that of the 
previous year, notwithstanding the great scarcity and 
difficulty of procuring labour. This increase, it was to 
be observed, had been obtained by a rise in the labour 
market in particular localities, but it could not be dis- 
guised that the agriculturalists were merely struggling 
for existence, and, making allowance for labour-saving 
contrivances, their distresses would continue until the 
void in the labour market was filled to a great extent 
by the introduction of immigrants, or the increase, 
by natural means, of the labouring population of the 
colony. 

Among the publications received was a pamphlet by 
Baron VON Griesheim. They deemed it necessary to 
say that they could not admit the correctness of most pf 
his statements and conclusions. His condemnation of 
the planters was based on the supposition that labourers 
might have been induced immediately after the Appren- 
ticeship to purchase land and adopt the Metayer system 
on the same estates where they were located. The 
extent, however, to which labourers had become free- 
holders was by no means a positive or certain indication 
that they could have been persuaded, with advantage 
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either to themselves or their employers, to purchase 
or lease land in any particular spot suggested by others 
and not o^ their own free will and judgment. Not- 
withstanding the probability which the subsequent con* 
duct of the labourers would seem to throw round the 
contrary opinion, it might be affirmed that every prac- 
tical resident in tbe colony at the end of the Apprentice- 
ship was then and still isatislied that the attempt to sway 
the conduct of the labourer as to his home and the 
disposal of his labour would have proved worse than 
abortive, and that the subsequent time when he betook 
himself to the condition of a freeholder or tenant was 
the only time when such a change was pra6licable. 
There was another branch of the agriculture of tbe 
colony which they could not omit to mention — the culti- 
vation of the plantain. It was with pain they bad to 
notice the rapid spread of a disease which had hitherto 
baffled every attempt to arrest its progress. Whether 
it was attributable to some property in the soil becoming 
exhausted, to blight, a grub, or some inherent gangrene 
or disease, remained yet a problem to be solved. The 
Society meant to take measures by the importation of 
suckers from Cuba or elsewhere/ where the disease was 
unknown, to find out whether it came from any defe6t 
in the soil or degeneracy of the plant. In the meantime 
it had been suggested by Dr. Blair and others that 
lime and sea shells with a dressing of salt, together with 
turning up of the soil, might check the spread of the 
disease, and they recommended these matters to the 
attention of growers. They could not too earnestly 
impress upon all the good that might result to the colony 
at large by rendering it as Independent of farinaceous 
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food from foreign markets as it was formerly when plan- 
tain cultivation was in a flourishing state. 

They could not report favourably on the cattle farms, 
for notwithstanding the vast extent and excellence of 
the pasture lands between Mahaica and Abary the 
number of tame cattle had greatly diminished as com- 
pared with that of a few years before. This had arisen 
in a great measure from the scarcity of labour and the diffi- 
culty in procuring cattle-minders, as well as the im- 
poverished circumstances of many of the cattle farmers. 
The consequence had been that the greater portion of 
the herds had run wild in the savannahs aback^ and 
even these had become reduced to a very small 
number by the indiscriminate system of catching and 
slaughtering which had been pra6):ised for some time. 
The difficulty in procuring cattle-minders induced many 
to sell their herds en masse to the more opulent of the 
butchers whose immediate interest lay in slaughtering 
and turning them into money, thus destroying all change 
of natural increase on those farms. From information 
they had received it appeared that in the year 1843 
fifteen per cent more cows than bulls had been slaugh- 
tered in Georgetown, while during the past year the 
n^rket had to a great extent been supplied from foreign 
countries. Many of the cattle slaughtered in 1843, ^^^ 
even up to the time of the report, were procured from 
wild herds, and as there was great trouble in catching 
them with the lasso^ no discrimination was used and 
young and old were alike secured as opportunity served, 
the result being that the younger were most frequently 
captured. This system appeared to them likely at 
no distant period to lead to the entire ^estru6lion of the 
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wild cattle on the savannahs, and therefore they recom- 
mended farmers to increase their tame herds and choose 
better locations for the pens. They were of opinion 
that every encouragement should be given to the intro- 
du6lion of cows and heifers from other countries and 
that only bulls and oxen should be liable to import duty. 
It was with much satisfa£lion they had seen some fine 
cows and heifers lately introduced from the Orinoque, a 
herd of which had been purchased by a gentleman con- 
ne6led with some cattle farms, to improve the breed and 
increase the number* If this were done by others as 
well) as they trusted would be the case, it was possible 
that the markets of the colony might again be well 
supplied by colonial graziers, otherwise it was to be 
feared they would long continue to be dependent on 
foreign supplies. 

The breeding of sheep was another branch of the far- 
mer's business which had been negle6led for some time 
past The necessity for dry pasturage for this descrip- 
tion of stock, and the difficulty of procuring that since 
the drainage of estates converted into cattle farms had 
been abandoned, had occasioned the almost total negleft 
of sheep breeding, but if the land in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the projected new line of road between 
the Mahaica and Mahaicony rivers was cleared and pens 
constru6led, they confidently expe6led that the cattle 
farmers would find it to their interest to recur to this 
once important source of revenue, and again be able to 
supply the markets with that description of mutton which 
was not surpassed in any other country in the world. 

It was the wish of the Society to hold forth every 
encouragement consistent with its means towards improv- 
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ing the breed of both cattle and sheep, and they . 
trusted that its efforts to awaken a desire for emulation ^ 
would produce results beneficial to the cattle farmers as 
well as the colony. 

As a matter of the greatest importance they had to 
notice that an Agricultural Chemist might soon be 
expe6led to arrive in the colony, the Legislature having 
placed a salary for such an officer on the estimate, 
together with the requisite funds for fitting up a labo- 
ratory and procuring apparatus. It was confidently 
expe6led that much benefit would be derived from the 
knowledge which an experienced Chemist would impart 
to their pra£f ical planters to aid them in their labours. 
They had further to notice that the Society had sub- 
mitted to the Legislature a list of Premiums which it was 
desirous to award for improvements in agriculture, manu- 
fa£f ures, machinery, breeding of stock and other purposes, 
and from the disposition manifested in furtherance of the 
Society's desire to be useful as a medium for the attain- 
ment of these obje6ls, there was every reason to believe 
that the necessary aid would be procured. 

In December previous the Society had been requested 
by the Governor to give answers to certain queries as to 
the results of Emancipation, which had been secretly 
circulated throughout the colony without his sanction or 
authority. The circulation of these queries coming to 
His Excellency's knowledge this was met by courting the 
information in an open manner so as to elicit the truth 
on every point. The Society gave in its replies which 
no doubt in time would be published. Some of these 
queries trenched upon matter of rather a political nature, 
but the Society in its replies studiously avoided all 
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political controversy. In the statistics necessarily in« 
volved in the answers the Society resorted to the best 
anthorities in the colony to render them perfe6l in r^;ard 
to the real state of British Guiana and its inhabitants 
of all denominations* In January the Society was re- 
quested to lend its rooms for a meeting in connedlion 
with the establishment of a railway on the East Coast, 
and accordingly a meeting was held on the 22nd of the 
following month. The proceedings of the meeting and 
the prospe6lus had been published and the subscription 
in the colony was in progress. Measures had at the 
same time been taken to obtain the co-operation of those 
gentlemen in Europe who were immediately connefted 
with the prosperity of the colony. Should that desirable 
undertaking be carried into effe6l, the benefit that would 
result from railways must prove incalculable. A new light 
would dawn upon this fertile land — its ample resources 
would be made apparent — its natural advantages be 
turned to account — and it would be proved to the world 
at large that no bounds need be set to immigration. 

To the commercial portion of the Society the monthly 
reports of imports had been very valuable and would 
become more so as the Society grew older, from their 
easily affording comparisons with previous years. As an 
appendix there would be found a table shewing as far as 
could be ascertained, the exports and imports of the 
previous ten years, which they trusted would also be found 
valuable. It was the intention of the Society to publish 
such tables annually. 

They would observe that the Society's reading room was 
likely to afford a rational and profitable place of recreation 
after business hours to the numerous young men employed 
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in offices and stores, whose occupations engrossed 
their time during the day. The number of Associates 
on the subscription list shewed how many were anxious 
to avail themselves of this advantage. The attra6);ion 
of the reading room would soon be increased by the for- 
mation of a library, and, as soon as funds could be raised, 
an Exchange immediately contiguous to Water Street. 

The benefits to be derived from a regular supply 
of newspapers and periodicals would be much enhanced 
by the rule allowing a Committee forti ed for the purpose 
to distribute them to members in the country as well as 
in town under certain restri6lions. From that regulation 
they confidently expefted not only increased satisfa6lion 
to the members, but likewise a considerable increase in 
the subscription list* To facilitate the distribution of 
papers committees had been formed which it was hoped 
would prove of much benefit. 

At a recent meeting it had been resolved that parties 
acquainted with Botany, Chemistry, and other subje6);s 
conne6);ed with Agriculture, should be invited to give 
Ie6);ures. The Society was greatly indebted to Dr. 
BONYUN, for taking the lead in this useful measure, he 
having already prepared several leftures on elementary 
Botany which he intended to bring before the Society as 
early as possible. It was hoped that others would also 
come forward in a similar manner, and that before the 
next anniversary meeting much valuable information 
would have been disseminated by this means on various 
subjects of general interest to the members and colonists 
at large. 

A correspondence with kindred societies in Europe 
and the West Indies had been established^ from which an 
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ititercfaange erf ** Proceedings," a more extended ipubdi- 
catioD of papers of geiveral interest, and other importaiit 
Bdrantages were expedled. They would reque^ the 
attentibn of t!he -members to t1)e foHowing extr^£l from 
the celebrated Professor LfEfilG's letterto the Society : — 

** Tbere cannot be a more beautrftil and strilcing 
exempliiication of the genuine British spirit than the 
disposition shewm by the mosl distinguished and best- 
In fopitfed men in the remotest parts of the great empire to 
form themselves into Societies, which have for theirobgeft 
the extension, promotion and application, ior tlie ipiibHe 
good, of scientific principles." 

The Committee expressed their hope that this high 
though well-founded opinion of the genius <>f the nation 
to which they had the honour and g6od fortune to belong, 
and which had been elicited by their proceedings, would 
be more fully substantiated by future energy and eon- 
tiriued stability of purpose* 

Such were the main points dealt with in the first 
anmial report, an^d the second showed that a lively interest 
In the Society's objefts had been still retained. We can 
do no more than glance at this, as we have probably tried 
the patience of our readers with the first report. 

The Committee said that since the first at>niversary 
no otrcurrence had taken place more worthy of notice or 
more deserving of being esteemed as o. harbinger of 
good, than the a6livity and increased energy with 
which everything bearing on the improvement of the 
agriculture, manufadlures, and commerce of the colony 
was entertained and discussed* In producing that 
change the Society might with justice pride itself on 
having been to a considersdsle extent itistrumental, and 
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the Committee hoped that this spirit of enterprise and 
unanimity would spread until measures of great and 
decided improvement should be worked out and thts 
resources of the colony largely developed. 

In regard to drainage, they said their preparations for 
the experiment at Pin. La Penitence were in a forward 
state and that the laying of tiles wpuld commence as 
soon as the draining engine was ere6led. They 
attached the greatest importance to this experiment as 
the first step towards improved tillage, the introduction 
of efficient implements and cattle labour, the use of 
manures, and the other essentials of high cultivation and 
economical labour. They had received two reports on 
the results of different manures but could give no 
decided opinion in favour of guano, as a general 
opinion was entertained that sea-shells or lime would be 
better. They reported the Metayer system as contin- 
uing to prosper, that new machinery had been 
importedf that 4,859 immigrants had arrived, that 
there had been a drought and that it was proposed 
to sink a deep artesian well as an experiment. The 
Combiqed Court had not yet voted the sum for premiums, 
but they had hopes that this would still be done. Mr* 
Retemeyeb had offered, on his own account, a liberal sum 
for an essay on the best system of managing a plantation* 
and Mr. ChaRLES Oliphant, of Edinburgh, a medal for 
the neatest and cleanest cottage in one distri£l. They 
suggested jLhat premiums should be offered foe improved 
methods of making hay and keeping up pasture lands, as 
there was no doubt that the price of provender would 
thus be reduced. They had received a report on the 
plantain disease from Dr. BpNYUNj.by which it appeared 
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that no remedy could be found, as the seat of it was in 
the spiral vessels. The expefted Agricultural Chemist, 
Dr. John Shier, had arrived and was already at work. 
At the request of the Governor he had delivered four 
ie6lures on thorough draining and sub-soiling, which were 
well attended by planters and others. The scheme for 
establishing a railway had considerably advanced, and 
they looked forward with the greatest interest to the com- 
pletion of this undertaking. Progress had been made in 
the formation of a library, donations of a considerable 
number of books having been made and a further order to 
the extent of a hundred pounds transmitted. 

There was a large gathering at the second anniversary 
dinner on the i8th of March, 1846. In replying to the 
toast of " The Governor," His Excellency Henry Light 
said he had always lamented, from the time of his arrival 
in the colony, that there was no Agricultural and Commer- 
cial Society, and it was with the greatest satisfa6Uon he 
now saw one established. The Society had already done 
its duty, it had given useful information, and disposed the 
agriculturalists to turn their attention to the soil of this 
rich province to make it yield more. He then pro- 
posed " The success and prosperity of the Society,** to 
which the Hon. Wm. Arrindell, the President, replied, 
instancing of the Governor's assistance both pecuniary and 
otherwise. The Hon, H. E. F. YoUNG, Government 
Secretary, from whom Young Street, Kingston, derives its 
name, gave ^' the resources ot British Guiana, and may 
they be successfully developed.*' After speaking of the 
work of the Society and the Agricultural Chemist he 
wound up by saying : — 

" Gentlemen ! from these circumstances alone I think 
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we may augur favourably of the development of the 
resources of the colony, and I trust I am using no hyper- 
bolical language when I say that I believe we shall cast 
our old prejudices into the cauldron of the laboratory 
and that thence, Medea-like, they will emerge ih new 
forms of youth, beauty, strength and profit, which will 
make this colony, like a giant refreshed and strong, 
prepared to run its course rejoicingly before the eyes 
of the world. (Cheers.) From the union of science 
with practice, which have been too long divorced, there 
must be, I predi6l, an issue prolific of benefit to agri- 
culture." 

Dr. Shier, in giving *' The Vice-President and Office- 
bearers of the Society," spoke of agriculture generally 
and the scarcity of labour, winding up with an eulogy 
on that " most deserving officer, the Secretary, a man 
well-known to be devoted to science." Mi. Campbell 
and himself had been fellow-members of the Botanical 
Society of Edinburgh, and he had had therefore opportu- 
nities of learning his value as a man of business. 

To review the fifty years' work of the Society here 
would of course be impossible. Its history is identified 
with that of the colony. It has been concerned more or 
less with every progressive measure. There have been 
times of great distress in the colony when its work 
seemed sinking to nothingness, but with the improvement 
of things the Society has over and over again resumed its 
activity. That it is not so distin6lly agricultural or com- 
mercial now as it was in its early years, is simply the 
result of circumstances. No doubt more could have been 
done if the planters and merchants took more a6li ve parts in 
its administration. To blame the Society for not doing this 
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or that, as some members have done, is simply absurd ^n4 
useless, as an essential principle of every association h 
that it is composed of members, who can, if they will> 
moutd it to. a great extent according to their wishes. Ii^ 
this case we may presume, as in everything else, the 
fittest has survived and the weakest gone ^0 the wall* 
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By Boetafd F. itn ThurH, M.A., CIM^G. 




(Note.— It almost seems that I owe an apology for inserting the 
following paper in a Guiana Journal. It was written at home, 
although it has never been used at home; and there is much in it 
which wiH perhaps be but a fWiee told tale to dur colonial readers. Btit 
1 9m under an old promise to contribute to this number of ThnBhri, and 
I have no leisure to write anything specially for the occasion.) 

|T is possible, though by no means certain, that 
Columbus, four centuries ago, was the first 
white man who ever sailed along the "Wild 
Coast,*' as Guiana was once calleil, and first saw the 
long line of mangrove trees, perfe£lly level and unbroken, 
which was, and it might almost be said is, all that is visible 
of that land from the sea. It is certain, however, that, just 
a century later, Sir Walter Raleigh, in his adventurous 
search for the " Golden City of Manoa," otherwise called 
" El Dorado," saw this same mangrove fringe, and 
believed that the objefl of his search lay behind it. 
During the three centuries which have elapsed since Sir 
Walter's day, many men, of various nationalities, have 
seen this mangrove fringe ; and some, having cut down 
some of the trees, have even established themselves on the 
coast-lands, and have there been very busy and successful 
in producing the household article known to all as 
Demerara crystals. 

But, from the time of the discovery of Guiana even to 
this day, few indeed have penetrated very far within the 
mangrove fringe; none, at any rate until the last year or 
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two and subsequent to the events of my tale, have 
established themselves at any great distance from the 
sea. The country therefore remains, except along part 
of the coast-line and at one or two isolated spots near 
this, much as it was at the time of its discovery. 

Of the few travellers who have penetrated into the 
mountainous country which lies in the interior, on the 
borders of Brazil, by far the most important were the 
two brothers Schomburgk, who, about half a century 
ago, spent some years in exploring those parts. But, 
though these two brothers published voluminous accounts 
of their journeyings, these, probably because they were 
either chiefly published in German or in the transadlions 
of learned societies, are not intimately known. It thus 
happens that there are few people, even of those who live 
on the coast of Guiana itself, who have any adequate idea 
of the nature, or indeed of the very existence, of the 
mountainous country which lies beyond the forest-covered 
coast-traft, where Raleigh hoped to find his golden city. 

Partly because, being one of the few whose fortune it 
has been to penetrate into those parts, I know these to 
be full of a certain kind of romance, and partly because 
the recent and rapid rise in Guiana of a gold industry, 
which is quickly spreading into the interior, lends 
praflical importance to any description of this unknown 
land, I purpose here to sketch the incidents of one of my 
journeys into the far interior, both as an exhibition of 
the natural state of the country and as an indication of 
the obstacles with which the approaching gold-digger 
will there have to contend* 

The objefl of this particular journey, which began in 
one of the first few days of 1888, is entirely unimportant 
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for the present purpose. It is sufficient to say that, by 
way of the great Essequibo river and the lower part of 
the tributary Rupununi, it led through the dense tropical 
forest, some two hundred miles or so in widths which 
everywhere within the limits of British Guiana lies 
between the mangrove fringe of the coast and the high 
treeless lands of the interior ; that it then brought me to 
a point on that high land — locally called savannah — 
which is a little more than three degrees north of the 
equator; that from there, after some weeks' walking 
across the savannah, chiefly in a northerly dire6lion, it 
brought me out on to the Potaro river, another tributary 
of the Essequibo, but much nearer the sea than is the 
Rupununi ; and that it then took me down the Potaro, 
back to the Essequibo, and so once more back to the 
coast region and civilization. It is with the walking part 
of this journey, across the savannah, that I propose to 
deal. 

Our boat journey, of three weeks' duration, through 
the forest region had not been fortunate. For one reason, 
the party itself was not fortunately constituted. It 
included, in addition to a friend newly arrived from 
England and to my own customary following of Red- 
skins from the coast, of a party of about a dozen 
black policemen under a European Inspe6lor. Now my 
own Redskins, most of whom had been with me for years, 
and had grown as accustomed to my ways as I to theirs, 
had during this journey found themselves subje£led to 
circumstances entirely new and trying to them, in 
coming so far through a country so different to that in 
which they had been born and bred; but. good and 
plucky fellows as they are, they had met this trial fairly 
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well. But most of the black men ha4 proved then)selve$ 
SO entirely lielpless, under circumstance^cer^ainlyentirely 
new tQ them, and had bewailed theniselves so unceasipgly 
^s, in more ways than one, to try my endurance to the 
u|nfost. Moreover, the drought, which had so long pre- 
V£^i|^4 l}ad so dried up the rivers — making the passing up 
c}( the t)oats s^ matter of really great difficulty — that the 
strength of all h^d been much tried. And, by the time 
w^ r^ac^ied the furthest point on thesavapn^h towhichit 
se^^^d possible ^o drag the boats, almost every one of 
US| red, >yhite, and black, alike, was so pullisd do\vn with 
fever and dysentery that affairs looked very gloomy. 

A few days' rest-:-the effe6ls of which would probably 
haye been better had we not been reduced to getting our 
supply of drinking water — and even that was heavy with 
fQ^^pathic clay and white as milk — from holes scraped in 
the parched ^avannah, wherever a few rushes seemed to 
jndicate former moisture — pulled us together to a cert;ain 
extent Rut it se_emed hppele^s to expe^ tl^e black ^\e;n, 
or even my twQ white companions, neither of whom had 
had practice in travel of that sort, to undertake the lopg 
walk across the unknown country which then laybeforem.e. 
I therefore had to make up my mind to send them back, 
with the greater number of my own Redskin?, a^pd 
keeping only three of the lattei;, to trust to these and to 
my own resources to ca.rry out the remaining and more 
arduous part of the journey. 

I will here make confession that never in my life h%ve 
I felt more miserable than when, the morning after I had 
come to this resolution, those who had come with me so 
far beyond the range of civilization got into the boats and 
le^ n\e. with my thre^ remaining red companions^ sitting. 
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disconsolate and still miserably weak itoiri illness, Oh 
the high- clay bank to watch them finally disappear. 
To be thus left for an indefinite time alone, with an 
arduous and uncertain task, for Which brie lias little 
^rength, before one, and .to Have to pretend to like all 
this, is, as I now remember it, as wretched a condition as 
one could wish for otitis worst ettfetriy. 

Biit, whfethfer it was thie relief of hiving thrown ciflf my 
hhck cares ot whether froni some other cause, froni 
the moment I left ttiat clay bahk, to return across 
the saVannah to the settlement where my hammock was 
slung, strength and pleasure in life seemed to come back 
td me and to my three companions. 

It may be well here to explain that these three corri- 
painioiis were Redskins of the tribes inhabiting the sea 
tocfdt, wlro had been for years, arid are yet, in my service. 
One of these, Gabriel, is not a pure Redman, but is of 
a red mother, belonging to one of |he coast tribes, and a 
black father, the result of the cross, at any rate in his 
case, and of the fa6l that his whole life had been spent 
among redfolk, being a blending of great physical strength, 
deri^red from his father, with; and much improved by, iht 
suppleness of limb, kindness, and pleasant habit of tfiought, 
at his maternal red-skinned ancestors. It should also be 
noted that the coast tribes^ wh6 have for centurfes 
inhabited the unbroken tropical forest, aiid have there 
been brought into more or less close conta6l with the 
White and black folk who inhabit those parts, are very 
different, in appearance and habit, and even in some 
^mAlf physical chara6lers, from those other red-skinned 
^Hbes who haive for centuries inhabited the opeti moun- 
tainous countty of the fat interior, Wherfe fhey hkVe till 
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now remained almost completely secluded. Among these 
savannah Redskins my three coast Redskins were hardly 
less strangers in a strange land than I was myself. 

For our further advance, by walking across the very 
mountainous and untraversed country which lay between 
lis and the Potaro, the great want now was of savannah 
Redmen, and Redwomen — for these are better than the 
men in this respe£l — as porters. Rapidity in making 
arrangements for this sort of travel is quite out of 
the question. The red-skinned folk live scattered far 
and wide over the savannah, each settlement often at the 
distance of a day, or more, from the next. Messengers 
having been sent out to call the people together, there 
was nothing to be done but to wait patiently for some 
days for the results. However, in this case, a few days' 
rest to recover from the extraordinary weakness which 
is one of the most marked features of such fever, the 
rapidity of recovery from this being another, were both 
useful and welcome. 

In certain parts of the savannah the settlements are 
more numerous and less widely scattered ; and in such 
places there is a well understood code of signals by which 
the people may be brought together without the trouble 
and delay of sending special messengers — it is impossible 
ever to persuade one Redman to go alone — to each settle- 
ment. Once, years before, on my first journey into the 
interior, I had come late one evening to a place regu* 
larly used for such purposes, from which we were to 
begin the walking journey the next day. Before daylight 
the next morning, I was wakened by a series of loud 
reports, as of explosions. I had only been a few months 
in the colony, and had been greedily devouring every 
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book I could find on the sub]e6l. Some of the writers 
had mentioned certain remarkable and loud deto- 
nating noises which are said to be occasionally pro- 
duced by some unexplained natural causes anKHig the 
adjacent mountain range. Happy in my supposed oppor- 
tunity (or studying a most interesting natural phenome- 
non, I lay in the hammock making eager mental notes of 
the frequency, dire£lion, and other aspe6ls of these 
mysterious sounds. It was a little disappointing when 
I had mentally put together an interesting record of the 
phenomenon^ and when daylight came, to see that the 
real explanation was that my Redskinned friends had 
been firing guns close to my ear, with a viewof attra6ling 
their friends to help them in the carrying of the loads. 
I may as well incidentally add that never since, in all 
my jourpeysj have I heard any sounds which in any way 
answer to the description given by Sghomburgk and 
Barrington Brown of these supposed natural canno- 
nadings among the mountains of Guiana. 

But on the occasion of which I am now tellingi I had to 
wait patiently for some days, until, in family parties of 
three or four, rarely more, the summoned Redmen began 
to drop in. Would that I could give some idea of the 
pi6luresqueness of these arrivals. Sometimes the first 
thing to attrafl attention was the thin piping of a 
flute — made of jaguar bone or perhaps human — more 
and more distin£lly heard as its player approached. At 
other times it was the sound, not of the flute but the 
characteristic monotonous beat of a drum, made of skin 
stretched across a hollow piece of palm trunk, that 
heralded the arrivals. At last the new-comers appeared 
in sight in single fllej approaching along one of the 
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narrow psitb^ which, foot-worn, through thfe gi-aks and 
fern, the abundant bright red Amaryllis lilies iifid 
the pine-ftfiples, break through the low surrotiridini 
scrub into the Httle field ot bare white sartd, In ti'hicl 
stood the two or three houses 6f the settlement 
where we hid taken up our temporary quarters. At 
the head of the line was probably the father oi 
the family. His lithe and beatttifuUy supple body was 
trammelled only by a narrow Ivaist cloth of dee^ ihdigo- 
blufe, by a glistening white necklace of perfeSly evfen wild^ 
h6g's teeth which hung from his shoulders well down bver 
his chest, sind by a broad and even band of white beads 
on each wrist and ankle ; while his coal-^black haltr, ctii 
straight round his neck and across hid forehead, was 
erowtied by a great tiara of artistically blended jewel-ffke 
parrot^s feathers, from the back of which rose eredl three 
hugely long crimson feathers from the tail of a macaW. 
His cinnamon-coloured skin, as bright as extraordinarily 
frequent washing could make it, was adorned jiist 
where s^ich touches were most eflfe£live-^for rnstaWce, 
just at the highest point of the arch of the forehead-^ 
with a pigrtietit of a deep red which both contrasted and 
harmonized with the natural colour of the skin. Hh 
only btirdens were a bow and arrow. One by One behirid 
him came the rest of his party, a younger brother perhaps 
and a son or two, and a wife — or two, one old and orie 
yOung— and a daughter or two. The men arid boys cime 
first, according to ages, each as littte and as artisticaH;^ 
dressed as the leader, except that they prOb&bly cbtild 
not boast so many and such beautiful ornaments. Eaeb, 
tooi was as lightly btirdenfed as the leader,- except 
tbat-^one' and another of them^ especially ^life younger 



" AJTrAMP WW flEDSKINS/' ^2 

'■ « • ■ III I 

bqy^, €2^rri^4 ^ UviK^g parrot or i^acaw or tcHicnn, or per- 
^ps 9pipe smaU animc^l. Last ia tb^ lin^ came the wotnen 
and \k€^ girlsf clothed each with a small apron ol l>ea4$ 
ip^t^ad oi clotbi and with wf ist^-thiclfs rope& of red beads, 
vip^n as girdles and necklaces, as their sole ojrnamqnts, 
Etut u^Uk^ the men, ea^h of these was burdened with 
s^ va^t pile, towering over the head, of hamp^ocks, their 
own and the men's, of domestic utensils and food, wHh 
perhaps a few more birds and animals^ and with a bahy or 
two. As they approach, and even when close at handi 
the new-comers evince no hurry ot exciteifte5tt and no 
such surprise as might well be expe6ted at the coming of 
suQb children of the wilds into the unaccustooiied presence 
0^ such strange objects as I and my paraphernalia must 
have presented to their unaccustomed eyes. I might 
have been non-existent. The procession moves steadily 
toward the red-skinned master o{ the settlement. As it 
passes a couple of shady trees which ^tand out by tihem« 
selves on the sandy field, the women, and girla ot the 
party turn towards these and, silently but in the most 
businessrlike n^nner, proceed to hang the hammocks 
of their male kind and then their own on convenient 
biOi^gb3« But the men pass on until the leader stands 
close to where the head-man of the settlement lolls 
in hiS| bammockt there evincing iust as little interest 
ia his guests as these up to now have done in 
bim« 6ut now the chief of the new-comers djrops; out a 
remark in a low monotonous tone. The remark, rigidly 
prescribed by etiquette, is only " I have come." The 
mjaster keeps silence for a few secondsi as if deeply 
p9,lidbring as to the fittest answer to this proposition ; 
tbie^v be slawly and q^ietly lets fall the answer ^ you 
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come?" The discussion between the new-comer, who 
continues to stand perfe6lly ere6l and perfectly still, and 
the reclining master of the house is continued something 
after this fashion, each brief proposition and its equally 
brief answer separated from the next by an appre- 
ciable number of seconds, each dropped out as though it 
were part of an exercise in the art of expression without 
emotion. 

" I come with my people." 

'' Ugh." 

" We slept three nights on the way." 

"Ugh. Three nights?" 

** Ugh, Three nights, yes. (Here follows so long a 
pause that the conversation seems ended ; but at last the 
new-comer adds). You sent tor me ?" 

" I sent for you. Ugh ! Ugh !" 

" You want me ?" 
"^ *' The white man wants you." 

" Ugh ! Ugh : Ugh !" 

« Ugh ! Ugh ! Ugh !'' 

And then the discussion drifts for several minutes into 
a very occasional interchange of these ugh's. At last 
the host intimates, in the same leisurely unemotional 
fashion, that I am the same man who once came into 
those parts before. The reply, surprising enough to me 
when I remember that it is fully six years since that 
previous visit — is " yes, but the white man had no beard 
then." It takes a long time to discuss two or three 
equally true but equally ynimportant fa6ls about me in 
this leisurely fashion. Then at last, in the same way, it 
is gradually intimated that I want people to carry for 
me ; and that I have all sorts ot treasure to pay for these 
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wants. This at once gives a splendid .opportunity for 
conversation, which now takes the form of aaantiphonic 
Qiiuni«iration by the one of my various properties^ such as 
beads, white beads, red beads, blue beads, not good- 
coloured blue beads, powder, shot, caps, knives and so. 
on; by the other of a ticking of each of these items 
by one, two, or three ughs, according as the item is 
appreciated or not. 

Meantime the other men and boys of the new-comers 
have stood behind their leader, in unbroken silence^ 
occasionally stealing a furtive glance at the other redfolk 
belonging to the settlement (who, by the way do not 
teem tQ reciprocate even this amount of interest with the 
a€W-»€omcrs) but never by any chance forgetting to 
overlook me. 

Just as one is beginning to wonder when alt this will 
come to aa end^ the master of the house stands up for a 
minute, and says a word to his wife, who immediately 
produces a pepper-ipot, and cake of cassava bxead on a fan, 
wbicb she puts down on the ground near the ne^wly 
arrived menfolk. These latter, as though by rigid 
etiquette^ overlook the proffered hospitality for a minute 
or twa Then, fajut as though it were rather a bore to 
them to eat, they gather round the food — break off 
pieces of bread, dip these into the pepper-pot, and 
convey the morsels to their mouths, all the time carefully 
keeping as watchful an eye as possible on the menfolk of 
the settlement, as though expe£ling an attack from them* 

Now at least the etiquette of redskin politeness seeixis 
la have been fulfilled. The new-comers — the nten I 
still mean^nsbegin to converse freely with the noenfolk 
oi the settlement* And it is at this point that thQ Itd^^^r 
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of the arrivals seems suddenly to become aware of my 
a6lual presence. He comes up to me, shakes my hand-^for 
he has unfortunately heard that this is the proper thing 
among white men — and begins to repeat to me all that 
he has heard of me from his host. 

All this time the newly arrived women have, apparently 
entirely unnoticed by any of the people of the settlement, 
men or women, hung the hammocks, unpacked and 
spread about their cooking utensils, and then thrown 
themselves into their hammocks. Only after the men 
have broken bread and made friends, does it appear to 
dawn upon the women of the settlement that some 
guests of their own sex have appeared among them. 
The fact once admitted, they carry the remainder of the 
men's feast to the newly arrived women. But from the 
first, and throughout the stay, the men of the settlement 
never seem to observe the presence of their guests of the 
softer sex. 1 

To prevent a common misapprehension, it is as wel| 
here to say that the burdening and overlooking of the 
women by the nven which has just been described, though 
not in accordance with the ideas of civilized socie* 
ties, does not prevent a tolerably equable distribution 
of rights between these redskinned men and women. 
It is only that the method of distribution differs 
from that to which we are accustomed. In this red 
society it seems to be considered almost indelicate for 
•men to take any open notice of women, even though 
these be their own wives. Yet, on the rare occasions on 
which a white man, unobserved, obtains a glimpse of the 
bearing toward each other of a young redman and red- 
woman^ it is abundantly evident that this is of an affec- 
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tionate and even caressing nature. If the older men. 
are not so often seen to give outward signs of affe6lion 
for their women.kind, this is, after all, not unlike 
what may be seen in more civilized societies ; nor 
does this reticence indicate that the affe£lion does not sur-; 
vive youth. Moreover, among these redfolk it is certainly 
the case that the older women, or at any rate those of 
them who have developed most chara6ler, often exercise 
what would appear to us an even undue influence, in 
deciding what their menfolk, their family, or the members 
of their settlement, are to do. A very curious and 
extreme case came under my notice some years ago 
among the Caribs, who are supposed to be the most 
manly of the tribes. In that case, the men being 
for some reason unwilling to earn pay for some assis- 
tance which I wanted them to give me, these were 
brought to look at the matter in another light, and 
to give me the required help, by the vigorous use by 
their womenfolk not of argument but of well applied 
sticks. Again, just as there is thus an explanation of the 
negle6l with which these redmen seem to the casual 
white-skinned observer to treat their women, so there is 
an explanation of the other and analogous fa6l that these 
same redmen seem to leave what appears to us an undue 
proportion of the domestic labour to the women. As a 
matter of fa£l, the division of labour between the two sexes 
is e;xa6Uy that which best adapts the society to exist 
among the circumstances which surround it. The women 
cook when at home^, and do the planting in the 
fields,' and carry the impedimenta on the journeys, in 
order that the men may be free to devote their greater 
pby$ical strength and aptitude to the harder work of 
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cutting down the trees where the fields are to be made, 
and to the more technical work of hunting and fishing. 
For several days such arrivals as that above described 
continued. Each little party as it arrived camped by 
itself under one of the trees surrounding our small settle- 
ment, till the place seemed at last quite crowded. Per- 
haps it may be wondered why such, a large number of 
carriers was required. The explanation is that on such 
a journey as I was then contemplating into the unknown 
and for an indefinite period, it is absolutely necessary to 
carry with one large stores. By bitter experience on a 
previous occasion I had learned the rashness of trusting 
entirely to the food which might be picked up on the 
way. On that previous occasion I had for thirteen days 
had to satisfy the cravings of hunger only with a supply 
of unripe bananas, taken from the Redmen's fields which 
we passed. There had been a long drought over the 
savannah ; and the Redmen had wandered away in search 
of food for themselves — as had also the wild game which 
is under general circumstances fairly abundant in those 
parts. Moreover, on this later journey on which I was 
now about to start certain scientific apparatus which I 
had to carry with me largely added to the bulk of the 
impedimenta. Still I thought that about enough had now 
come in. Moreover, with that marvellous instinfl which 
serves in place of a telegraph to convey news from a far 
distance, my redskinned hosts told me that no more 
carriers were coming. I made up my mind therefore to 
start the next morning as early as possible. 

The start was to be made as early as possible in the 
morning. On these long walking journeys across 
treeless mountainous country but little north of the 
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Equator it is as well to get through as much as 
possible of the work before the sun acquires its mid'* 
day force. A hasty meal an hour before dawn, which 
is, there, between five and six in the morningj and a start 
in the morning twilight enables one to get over a long 
distance in the course of the day. But on the first morning 
it is always impossible to make as early a start as this* It 
is very rarely that you can get a redman to say beforehand, 
even the night before the journey begins, whether he will 
come with you or not or whether he will allow his followers 
to come with you* One wakes up in tbe morning with 
complete uncertainty therefore as to how. many com^ 
panions one is to have on the march. On this particular 
occasion it happened that there was no great difficulty in 
getting enough people to start, though there was quite 
the usual difficulty in apportioning each person's load. 
Men, women and children are all willing to carry, each in 
proportion to his or her strength, a fair, even a heavy 
burden ; but a sort of etiquette seems to proscribe what 
each is to carry. For instance, the men have the greatest 
objeflion to carrying cooking utensils ; and that a woman 
should carry a gun, or even the bows and arrows of her 
own husband, would be almost indecent* 

But though it was comparatively easy to make the 
start that morning, I can tell of a typical instance which 
I experienced on another occasion of the difficulty of 
these starts. From the settlements where 1 then was 
every man woman and child was carrying willingly for 
me, with the exceptions of three very old crones and one 
fine young fellow who had the night before been fore- 
most in games but who now suddenly declared that be 
was ill. Probably I bad offended him ...••* in some 
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way. At any rate, no persuasion on my part, no threats, 
and I spent at least a couple of hours in the attempt, 
would induce him to get out of his hammock. I was in 
despair ; for there was one heavy load left, and, trusting too 
confidently to my powers of persuasion, I had sent on ahead 
all the other people, among some of whom it might have 
been possible to distribute this extra load* To carry it 
myself was unfortunately beyond my physical powen To 
abandon it was equally impossible. The three old crones 
•had really done their best to induce the young fellow to 
think better of his determination ; but in vain. At last, just 
when I had reached that painful state of feeling in which 
one recognizes that one is in a difficulty from out of 
which there is no way, one of the old women seemed 
to have an idea. I can see vividly now the group of 
these three old witches, as they stood chattering and 
hatching the idea. It must be confessed that though the 
simple fashions of these redfolk, when one's eye is once 
accustomed, are not unsightly in the case of the younger 
people, yet in the case of the older people, and especially 
of the old women, they are not becoming. The three old 
hags standing chattering there make a pi6lure admirable 
only for its characteristic ugliness ; and an effort was 
needed to see through the physical ugliness to the 
good intentions. At last a course of a6lion to meet 
the emergency was evidently hit upon. The three 
retired into a perfeflly dark corner of one of the 
houses, and soon returned with the most pitiable little 
baby that ever was seen, too ill evidently to have been 
carried away, as all the other children had been, by its 
mother. The recalcitrant young fellow, who had all the 
time been lying entirely wrapped up in his hammock, 
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but had probably been peeping through the bars and 
had overheard the conversation of his three grand- 
mothers, now turned uneasily in his hammock and 
seemed to have an inkling that his fate was sealed. The 
poor baby was triumphantly presented to me as a deus 
ex machtna. I was utterly puzzled. Then I was made 
to understand that I was to cure the baby by blowing 
on it three times, and that if I would only do that 
its grandmothers would, by hook or by crook — but chiefly, 
as will presently appear by the latter — find a way of 
inducing the malingerer to do the porter's work required 
of him. I did not then stop mentally to argue out the 
matter, but the thought has often since occurred to me 
when thinking of that pathetic little baby, and hoping that 
I at least did it no harm, that I then lost a splendid 
opportunity for carefully weighing the morality of, before 
committing, an expedient a6lion. A casuist, might 
well ask whether I was justified in gaining my end 
by complying with the wish of these old women. Not 
being a casuist, I immediately blew three times oii the 
forehead of the poor little child. The delighted old 
women picked up the crooked sticks which supported 
their rather feeble steps and retired triumphantly. 
After depositing the baby in its dark corner, they 
drew the palm-leaf door across the entrance to the 
house, leaving me outside. As in a Greek tragedy, 
the climax was ena6led behind the scenes. Soon I heard 
sounds from within as of all the old women talking, 
persuading, threatening, at once ; but never an answer 
was heard from the young man. Then followed other 
sounds, as of carpet-beating; and an answer, a sort 
of inarticulate answer, wa^ at last heard from the young 
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man. The door was pushed open. The strapping young 
{elk>w came out, followed by the old Women, one of 
whom, as attentively as is the custom of the women of 
these sitnple folk, was carrying and folding up the man's 
hammock. Without a word, he strode up to the package 
which had been the cause of all the trouble, and on which 
I happened to be disconsolately sitting, pushed me gently 
off it, lifted it on to his back, stooped down for a moment 
while the woman fastened his hammock on to the pack, 
and then strode off silently in thedireflion of the journey. 
It is ^nly fair to add that this young fellow thenceforward 
accompanied me fpr some weeks, during which he- was as 
helpful, good-tempered and friendly as any travelling 
companion I ever had. 

It is. time to return to the story of the journey with 
which we are now specially concerned. On that occasion 
there was luckily no very great difficulty in getting off 
the first n^orning ; and by eight o'clock a noisy group of 
between fifty and sixty redfoik, men, womeo^and qhitdren, 
all duly burdened, stood on the white sand ready for a 
start. Generally it is my practise to start first, with one 
or two of the most a6live men, and to leave the otbevs to 
follow behind in long straggling line. On this first 
inorning, however, by way of holding ^ sort of review, 
I stood aside while the party filed off. When the last had 
passed, I started^ and it was not long before I was in my 
proper place at the head of the line. My comparatively 
light burden, for, according to my experience it is 
impossible for an ordinary European to carry much under 
that tropical sun, naturally gave mean advantage over the 
others. But I have always found that a European in average 
condition can easily beat even the best of the redmen in 
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the matter of time on a long walk ; and this holds true 
even when both are unburdened. On the other hand, 
the Redman has an immense advantage in being able to 
carry such enormous weights. This weight-carrying 
capacity in the case of the men is somewhat remarkable, 
as they are not accustomed to endure this on their own 
account. That the women carry well may be regarded 
merely as a matter of pra6lise. 

Such a walk as I now undertook — it lasted about four 
weeks — at the head of a long single file of most gentle, 
willing, and pleasant savages is a curious enough experi- 
ence, especially if one happens to be the only European 
of the party. Trudging ahead, over those bare swelling 
plains, from dawn to a couple of hours before dark 
at night, with only brief intervals of rest, snatched now and 
again when one sits down for a quarter of an hour, to 
eat the breakfast from one's pocket or to smoke a 
meditative pipe, as one watches the line of followers, 
which line when one first sits down extends often from 
beyond the range of sight right across the plain to one's 
feet, till at last even the hindmost laggard has come 
up and it is time to make a ^tart again, one has plenty 
of time for thought. My own personal state of feeling 
at such times is that of curious absorption in the circum- 
stances of the moment and forgetfulness of the totally 
different circumstances under which one once lived, far 
away in civilization* The novelty and unexpe6ledness of 
each little incident in this perfe6lly new life seem to take 
up the whole attention and to impress it upon the mind 
with a vividness far greater than would attend the events 
of a journey among more ordi nary surroundings. Though 
that four weeks' journey was taken a good many years 
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ago, I can — indulging myself in a rather favourite exercise 
of testing my memory— recall to my mind the scenery of 
almost each hour of the time. I could tell in detail in 
what order of time we crossed certain huge, perfeftly flat, 
gray coloured, plains, stony and painful to the feet, owing 
to a vast number of a little hard-stemmed plant, only three 
or four inches high but with an upstanding stem as tough 
and unyielding to the feet as a hard piece of wood ; I could 
tell where these plains were crossed by deep-gullied rivers ; 
where we passed for a time through low scrub ; and where 
we ascended and descended steep mountains. But I must 
confine myself to certain scenes which stand especially 
prominent in my memory. 

One morning, passing through one of a series of con- 
siderable coppices through which the track lay, a familiar 
sound, deep but low, was heard, which might have been 
either that of a jaguar or of the trumpet bird which so 
curiously imitates the purr of the big cat. Now jaguars are 
harmless enough to human beings, and especially to human 
beings in a party as numerous as we then were ; and 
trumpet-birds, these being good to eat, would have been 
much more interesting. But the cause of the sound was 
never explained ; for the whole party was so burdened 
that no one was able immediately to get a gun ready for 
pursuit and investigation. To miss a chance of getting 
meat is one of the cheerfully constituted Redman's most 
mournful experiences. Not to miss the next chance, 
one fine young athlete added his burden to that 
of his already burdened and rather weakly wife. Each 
, pack was one of the customary baskets, adapted to 
the shape of the back, and, as then loaded, extended 
from the loins upward to considerably above the head of 
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its porter. Each weighed probably between 50 and 60 
pounds. In some mysterious way the woman managed 
to get both packs fitted on behind her, and carried both 
for the rest of the day ; while her emancipated husband 
joyfully* bounded about among the rocks and trees, now 
on one side of the line of march, now on the other, 
rejoicing as a strong man in sport. 

It may here be explained that the idea of sport as 
consisting in the overcoming of the greatest possible 
number of difficulties in killing the quarry, is totally 
alien to the Redman's way of thought. His desire is to 
get meat; and he never shoots at a flying bird, or 
fires at any animal until the point of his drawn arrow or 
pointed gun is within a marvellously short distance of the 
quarry. Yet, after all, the wonderful skill with which 
the Redman contrives to steal up to within almost touching 
distance of a wild animal is itself a worthy exercise of 
tte sporting instin6l. 

By the time that the change of burdens had been 
effefted, jaguar or trumpet bird, whichever it was, had 
vanished ; but our newly self-appointed huntsman held 
himself in readiness for whatever else might turn up. 

While, in the course of his rambles, he had disappeared 
for a moment among the trees clothing the side of a hill 
by which our line of march was passing, suddenly all the 
others of my party, who had been chattering vigorously 
a minute before, became silent as dead men and as 
motionless. The eyes of all were glued to one point in 
the wood, where nothing particular was to be seen by my 
eyes, whence nothing unusual was to be heard by my • 
ears. At last the silence was broken by the crack of a 
gun, immediately followed by the thud of a heavy body 
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falling. In an instant every burden was hurled down 
and the whole party rushed with gleeful shouts up the 
hill, and disappeared into the wood, to re-appear in a 
few moments dragging out the body of a deer. 

The delight and glee of the whole party now became 
quite indescribable, chiefly manifesting itself by every man 
present shouting out, with roars of laughter and flashing 
eyes, the most minute details as to how cleverly be 
himself had on some previous occasion shot a deer very 
like this one. Carried away by the contagion of enthu- 
siasm, I felt almost ashamed that I had myself only on 
one occasion shot a deer and that under most prosaic 
circumstances. Possibly it was envy which made me the 
first to recognize the seamy side of our recent good 
luck. We had got a deer ; but we were not hungry, and we 
had plenty of food with us ; and every man, woman, and 
child of the party was already burdened beyond the stage 
of willingness to carry on the carcase. My companions 
proposed quite equally to distribute the burden, by eating 
it there and then« But, hearing that in the course of an 
hour we should come to a big river the crossing of which 
would delay us for some time, I effe6led a compromise in 
accordance with which, some more of the men's packs 
having been imposed on the ever receptive women, the 
men thus freed carried the deer as far as the ford. So we 
went on ; and the impression which had all along lurked in 
my mind that I was taking part in some pi6luresque but 
unreal operatic procession was intensified by this new 
addition to our line, of a dead deer swinging by its 
gathered legs from a stout pole resting on the shoulders 
of two men. 

The point at which we had to cross the Ireng river — 
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part of the course of which forms the boundary between 
British Guiana and Brazil — was soon reached. It was 
one of the recognized places at which the Redmen cross 
the few large rivers which intercept their paths on those 
savannahs. Just at this point begins a series of rapids, 
extending for some distance down the river, and caused, 
not by any narrowing of the river bed, but by the outcrop 
of many boulders and by a slight but long continued fall 
of the ground. The river, which is at this point some 
two hundred yards wide, is very deep up to the point at 
which it breaks into the rapids. The Redmen of the 
savannah, where large sheets of water are rare, are, 
unlike their kindred in the abundantly watered forest 
region, not good swimmers. A canoe is therefore kept 
concealed somewhere at this and similar points, in which 
the people ferry themselves across the stream. The craft 
is made of a hollow tree, but differs from the similarly 
made craft of the forest regions in that after it has been 
hollowed out its sides are not stretched apart from each 
other. It is in fa6l merely the the trunk of a small tree — 
timber grows to no large size on the savannah-— with a 
straight sided shallow groove along what is its upper 
surface as it floats on the water. Such a boat will take 
two, or at most three, people at a time ; and is about as 
cranky a craft as can well be imagined. 

Unfortunately on this occasion we failed to find even 
this indifferent means of crossing the water. The canoe 
had either been removed by its owners, whoever these may 
be — for I have never been able to ascertain the ownership 
of such craft — or had been so effe6lually hidden that 
even the acute eyes of my redskinned companions failed 
to find it. Once more we were in a quandary. For the 
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whole party, constituted and loaded as it was, to cross 
without a boat was impossible in the deep still part of 
the river above the rapids, and seemed almost equally 
impossible where the river surged down these rapids. 
The delay necessitated by the cleaning, cooking and 
packing— by eating — of the deer was a not unwelcome 
opportunity for .considering the position and for acQuple 
of my coast Redmen, excellent swimmers, to swim up 
the river in search of the missing boat. 

The sandy, scantily wooded banks of the Ireng river, 
especially at this part of its course, are infested, to a degree 
which can only be conceived after experience, by clouds of 
a minute fly, locally called " lunke,'* each bite of which 
causes an immediate irritation of the skin worse than that 
of any mosquito and raises a small circular black blister. 
For this reason the very scantily clothed Redmen keep 
away from the rivers as much as possible ; and when, 
as on the present occasion, they are obliged to remain 
near one for a time how they keep their tempers under 
the attacks of the myriads of these venomous little beasts 
on their almost completely exposed skins had always 
been a source of wonder to me. That couple of hours of 
enforced delay while we eat our deer meat was largely 
occupied by me in frantic attempts to ward off these 
inse6l attacks from my face and hands, my only vulner- 
able points, and in noting how soon it became almost 
impossible to dete6l an unblistered inch of skin on the 
considerable skin surface presented by my half hundred 
companions — and this despite much use of tobacco and 
of great volumes of wood-smoke raised by making large 
fires of damp wood, and despite constant rushes to and 
plupges in and out of the river. Pitying my mates is. I 
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then did, little did I then realize the heroic extent of their 
good tempered endurance, and little did I anticipate the 
further enlightenment which the immediate future had in 
store for me. 

At last the quest of the boat was given up in despair J 
and it became necessary to decide between turning back, 
seeking another crossing place, or fording the nasty looking 
rapids. The latter proceeding, the Redmen said, was 
possible for the men and for myself, and might even be 
just possible for the women. Whether the children 
and the baggage could be got across seemed to be con- 
sidered a more open question. All seemed, however, 
willing to make the attempt. 

I do not mind confessing that my heart was, as the 
saying is, in my mouth. But, mentally capping this 
with that other saying as to the fate of one who hesi- 
tates, I gave the signal for the onward journey by hastily 
stripping, and, instantly spurred by innumerable stabs 
from triumphant '* lunkes," as hastily plunged in to the 
rapid. A shout to the athletic Gabriel, a first rate 
swimmer, was sufficient to make him pick up my clothes 
and plunge in with these after me. Through that great 
turmoil of water, which was sometimes waist-deep, some- 
times only ankle-deep, sometimes over my head, my 
feet slipping about in the most agonizing way among 
the jagged rocks hi the river bed, my whole body now 
and again taken completely out of my control by sudden 
and unexpefted rushes of water, I contrived by and by to 
reach a proje6ling rock in mid-stream. GABRIEL, good- 
natured and capable as usual, was still being tumbled 
about in the water close behind me ; yet he was 
evidently keeping his eye on me and, much more wofi- 
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derful, was contriving to keep the bundle of my clothes 
fairly above the water. The black beads of the other 
Redmen were bobbing about, like so many fishing floats, 
in various parts of the rapids. When sometimes one 
of these men, having rested for a moment, as I was 
myself doing, on some rock in midstream, and when be 
plunged back into the flood I saw my most cherished 
possessions — photographic apparatus included— dragged 
relentlessly under water. But, just as GABRIEL reached 
me and climbed up beside me, I saw a far worse sight. For, 
looking back on the bank we had left, I saw most of the 
women sittting philosophically on their packs at the river's 
edge, watching the frantic efforts of a few of their 
more adventurous sisters who had already plunged in, 
had already been separated from their packs, and were 
now, women and packs alike, being rolled belter skelter 
down the rapids. Shouting to be heard above the roar 
of the water, I begged the men, and especially GABRIEL, 
to go back to the help of the women, and of my property, 
Gabriel went — and in my anxiety I did not notice 
what he took with him. Then I plunged in again, and, 
after as painful a passage as before, contrived to reach 
the further bank. 

The first thought as I got out of the water was that all 
the " lunkes" from miles up and down the river had 
gathered to meet me, defenceless as bthen was ; the next, 
which was as an ele£lric shock, was that GABRIEL 
had taken my clothes back with him. Shouting was 
useless; for he could not hear across the river. Fate 
was upon me, and, with not even tobacco smoke to 
clothe me, I had to sit for an hour on the hot sand 
at the river side, without the shelter of bush or tree. 



:»5f^ 



** A Tramp with Redskins," 261 

and to learn by experience what the Redskin has to 
endure when his whole skin is riddled by these vile black, 
blister-raising, beasts. 

My temper certainly did not pass through the ordeal 
as satisfa6loriIy as does that of the ordinary Red- 
man ; and when Gabriel at last brought my clothes he 
uncomplainingly received reproaches from' which he 
certainly ought to have been saved by the good work 
which he had by that time accomplished, by his own 
efforts and by compelling the assistance of the other 
men, in safely getting across the whole party, women, 
children and baggage included. How this feat was 
accomplished, I never knew ; for my eyes were closed by 
my own small woes. 

One of the most fertile subje£ts of wonder which much 
travel has suggested to me is the extraordinary rapidity 
with which one may pass from what seems a hopeless 
and endless state of discomfort to one of supreme and 
quite unreasonable comfort. Often the mere cessation 
of discomfort, if this has only been acute enough, is 
sufficient to cause quite extraordinary comfort. For 
instance, many a time, throughout a day passed under full 
exposure to soaking tropical rain, and to that intense 
tropical cold which, under these conditions, is consistent 
with a high state of the thermometer, one's spirits sink 
lower and lower, under the influence both of the discomfort 
one is a£lually suffering at the moment and also of the 
creeping thought of the difficulty presently to be met in 
making a dry camp for the night. Yet, evening having 
come, one's Redskinned companions manipulate a small 
square of tarpaulin in such a way that one's hammock is 
slung up dry under it ; then these same good friends^ 
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ha/mg picked suitable stieks from the sodden grounds 

serap^ off the damp outside wood and make a fire of 

the dry pith. Then, still under shelter of the exiguous 

tarpaulin, ooe manages to warm some such blesang for 

travellers as a tin of soup, and to change your wet clothes-***- 

hy the way, it is an art in itself to learn to dress and un«> 

dress without putting foot out of hammock — and then one 

tumUes back into the hammock, and, hairing lighted a pipe» 

falls at the same iqstant into a more perfect state of 

physical comfort and mental rest than anyone who 

has not had some such equivalent experience can imagine* 

Just as the bitter discomfort of a day's exposure to 

tropical rainfall heaiy eqough to wash out from one 

all hope of relief is thus a small price to pay for 

entrance into the realm of intense physical bliss which a 

scrap of tarpaulin may separate from the limitless deso^ 

lateness of those nights throughout which the flood oi 

tropical rain continues to thunder on the roof of the 

primeval forest, so now the purgatory of flie:;, and 

bruises and saturating discomfort left behind, as we 

continued our walk over the savannah, under a bright 

sun, the real heat of which, welcome to dry us and ours, 

was tempered by a strong breeze. Redskins and white 

ipan alike carelessly experienced the philospbical truth, that 

pleasure is but the cessation of pain. As our sufferings 

bad been acute so now our spirits were proportionately 

high ; and, we gladly raced along a path which led through 

an appropriately beautiful country of narrow grass valleys, 

the floors of which were whitened by innumerable white 

lily-like flowers*, lying between high broken mountains. 

No one of all the party had been in those parts before. 

* Hipfeastrum Solandrifiorum* 
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Eddb st^i df Redfnt!ti<*-^dt ^ttlij ekth tdbe biit ebdi net of 
&tti!lle!5 5f dne ttibe^kee^id Vefy madfa to its<otra «fn^ 
di^trf^l. Sdfitie df ftfe itretf, Atd fewer ctf the WdiaeD) on 
l^re ddda^idis gander ekmtt td olf 6 df the mBin rittr^ of 
the ddutitry at the point neariest Id Iheir iioure^ wbere 
th6f prdbably keep k Inrg^e catfde dt lwd>|. and theiYc^i 
tttfstiug theiMt^el^ed td the Sirekm, fi«d their way to the 
s^ea Md td fiie habltatidtts of white lAen^ But thef rarely 
watider across the ^v^ciaah into parts itibabiled by otbef 
R^htfeti tidt allred to them m blood It is so c^orpairdt- 
tively recently that the many snvatl tribes of Guiana 
lived in a state of passive hostility, the one to the other, 
which state became a£live whenever a meeling occurred , 
tfaati though this state of hostility has almost ceased to 
bfaze^ I have been invited by the members of one aiettle- 
ment to lend the weight of the one or two fdwKffg pi4ceis 
which I had with me td an attack which it Wdutd the* be 
worth their while to make against a not distant settlement 
of Redfdik df another tribe. It is, therefore, not on- 
common that Redmen, consenting to accompany white 
ttaveliers on considerable walking journeys^ have to find 
their way throirgh a country <|uite unknown to^ ihem. 
The instinct with wbidh under sufcb circumstances the 
guides find the way is quite wonderful. No European 
courier called upon to break into ground fresh to htm^ and 
Iraving prdvided himself with the comptetesi apparat^ 
df maps and guide books, could follow the right road in 
more unerring fashion. Doubtless the t^ace of guide- 
books is largely supplied to the Redmen by the lotfg 
conversations with which they white away aW btti a very 
few hours of the equino6lial night, which dotfversatton 
chiefly consists in the recount by each in tuto tiof oftly of 

LL2 . 



264 TiMEHRI. 



what he has himself done and seen but what he has heard 
of the doings and experiences of others. These conver- 
sations the Redman, whose memory is taxed but by few 
subje6ls, recoIle6ls in astounding detail, and turns to 
account when occasion arises. And the place of maps is 
largely supplied to the same people by the wonderful 
training of their minds in observing the natural features 
of their country. A Redman on first seeing a map, and 
having its nature explained to him, grasps the idea of the 
thing ; and, often, picking up a stick, he can trace on 
the sand a very fairly accurate diagram of neighbouring 
parts into which he has never been but of which he has 
.beard. " Tunamanuksa" "a pifture of the rivers" — he 
says he has made. After all literature and the arts are 
not as essential to a well rounded human life as we are 
apt to imagine* 

It was once my fortune to wander on a mountain 
on which, owing partly to its isolation and partly to its 
peculiar physical chara£lers, almost each plant was 
new to science. Having from childhood taken delight 
in searching for each English plant new to me but 
certainly not to science, I had been fitly prepared to 
experience on that mountain, in a degree which can not 
fall to the lot of most men, the greatness of the increase 
of delight of moving for a time among surroundings 
entirely new and unexpe6led. Some such feeling makes 
another of the unspeakable delights of travel through a 
new and unknown country. And of that delight, I drank 
deeply that afternoon after crossing the Ireng river. 
The country was as has been said unusually beautiful ; 
and each of its beauties unfolded itself to us in all the 
greater glory because of its unexpefledness. This feeling 
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to judge by their high spirits, was certainly shared by 
my Redskinned friends, who knew the country only as 
we know a country which we have seen only on a map. 

Early that afternoon, having just crossed the brow of a 
hill, we came upon a small plain, almost shut in by 
mountains, in the centre of which stood a large mud- 
walled leaf-thatched house. The sight was entirely 
unexpe6led ; for none of our party had ever heard that 
there were people living in those parts, though, a quarter 
of an hour before, one of our party had fancied that he 
had seen a human figure just rise over the brow of the 
hill which we were at the moment approaching and then 
disappear. The house was however welcome ; for we had 
expefled no better luck than to camp that night on the 
open savannah, over which so cold a wind almost con- 
tinuously blows, especially at night, that sleep, even for 
me, with plenty of wraps, was difficult, and was impossible 
for the naked Red folk. Not only was the shelter 
promised by this unexpefled house welcome to us, but, 
it being still early in the afternoon, we should therehavean 
opportunity of drying any of the baggage into which the 
water of the Ireng might have penetrated. 

We were surprised to find no people or living thing of 
any kind about the house, though the fires were burning 
as usual and fresh food was being cooked ; nor while we 
busied ourselves during the remaining hours of daylight 
in unpacking and drying our goods was there any sign of 
the return of the inhabitants. It was as though in some 
of the old fairy tales we had lighted in some most un- 
expefled place on a house furnished with all necessary 
comforts and all luxuries that the heart could desire but 
without a sign of an owner. 
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Fortunately we found that the contents of our packs 
had suffered very little damage from the water. All had 
been packed, after the most ingenious manner of the 
Redman, in certain leaves which, when applied secundem 
artem, make a quite waterproof covering. Once rtdfe 
the skill with which the Redfolk with their simple 
appliances succeed in satisfying their wants as effectively 
as civilized folk, with all their elaborate apptiane<gs, 
endeavour to satisfy theirs, suggested food fof thought. 

Houses such as that which now afforded me welconie 
shelter as, in conteated leisure, I thus lightly thought dn the 
merits and demerits of civilization, do not after all cdme u|> 
in all respe6ls to the standard of the fairy palaces. Thei^e 
being no windows in the substantial walls, and no ichimnies 
in the thick thatch, and it beidg rigorous Redskin 
etiquette to close the one aperture, the door, at dight, I 
began to remember that the atmosphere within these 
houses is trying to the unaccustomed constitution df th& 
European, especially if, as on this occasion, he has to 
share his quarters with a large party of Redfolk each df 
whom insists on having a private fire under his or ber 
hammock. As night came on, I therefore slung my 
hammock outside the door in a sort of potch, which, 
together with my wraps, afforded promise of sufficient 
shelter and not more than sufficient. 

Lying in the hammock, in full view df the opposite 
mountain side, watching the splendid lights and Che 
growing shades on the rocks which were at the moment 
bathed in the rays of the setting sun, my eye was attfadl^d 
by arockabsurdly fikeasquattinghumanfigure. Presedtly^ 
as though increasing the illusion, this rock seemed to 
quiver, almost to move, in the Intense and dsizlsliDig tight. 
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I called the attention of Gabriel to the strange natural 
phenomenon ; and, he having pointed it out to the others, 
an admiring group of my people soon gathered round my 
hammock. The quite unexpe£ied effe£l of this focussing 
of attention was to make the rock at which we were 
looking jump up and disappear behind an adjacent 
boulder. Instantly my people were on the alert, and 
pointed out several other red figures hastening to conceal 
themselves among the real red rocks. It was evident 
that the people of the house, having been frightened 
away by our approach, were now cautiously watching us 
from the surrounding heights. Among the early travellers 
in Guiana the brothers Schomburgk mention the habit 
of the Redmen of suspe6ling and flying from all white 
strangers ; but it was the first time that an instance of 
this bad come under my own notice. 

It was too late to do anything that evening ; and we 
passed a very quiet night, my companions inside, I out- 
side, while the real owners of the house watched us 
from the hills. The incident serves to show the harmless- 
ness of these gentle savages, who, had they been so 
inclined, might have revenged themselves on us, during our 
sleep, in most unpleasant fashion for the unintended evic- 
tion which wehad executed on them. And yet this happened 
close to the distri£l through which certain recent com. 
missioners of the Brazilians and Venezuelans who not 
long ago busied themselves in delimiting the frontiers of 
their respeflive countries declared themselves unable to 
pass on account of the notorious hostility of the Redmen. 

Early the next morning we sent out messengers of 
peace and apology ; and these, after some trouble, con<- 
trived to get within speaking distance of the fugitives. 
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and persuaded them to come down to us. Our newly 
found hosts proved to be of the same tribe as my com- 
panionsi and declared that they had been frightened 
away by my quite harmless self, mistaking me for a 
Brazilian who had come to take them and make soldiers 
of them. It is surprising how often this story crops up 
among the Redmen of those parts, although it must be 
quite half a century since any of them from our territory 
were thus forced into the Brazilian service. It is said 
that this sort of conscription goes on even now across 
the i)order; and the rumour of this, spreading, as all 
news does far and wide over the savannah, probably 
keeps the tradition alive. On this' occasion our new 
found hosts were soon comforted and delighted by a few 
very trifling presents ; and some of them, unasked, even 
added themselves to our train, for the mere pleasure of 
" taking a walk'' — of a week's duration — in our company. 
This is a local custom which often tends to swell a party 
travelling through those parts on business, and turns it 
into a merry picnic. 

On every other occasion throughout our march, on the 
rare occasions when we came to the widely scattered 
houses, we met with an immediate and most hearty 
welcome from the inhabitants. The etiquette of the 
visit had always to be fulfilled, but this was accompanied 
by a friendliness on the part of our hosts which softened 
those formalities of the best redskinned society. One 
such reception may be recounted as a type of all. 

The particular instance selefted for description is 
impressed on my mind by the fa6l that the settlement in 
question, consisting of three or four large houses, each 
inhabited by a group of families, stood on the lofty summit 
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of <fM of the steepest hills that it was ever my \bt to 
as^eiid, and that We h4d to climb this treeless ascent one 
day at noon, when there was hot a cloud in the sky to 
veil the rays of the tropical sun^ when thebreeie had, for 
once, died out, and when since our start at dawn we had 
not passed one place where the long drought had left any ' 
Water to quench our thirst. Such positions as this are • 
generally chosen for the more permanent settlements of' 
the savannah Redfolk, on account of the splehdidly wide- 
view afforded. It is- not that the Redfolk have any' 
sense of the magnificence of the landscape— a sense m[ 
which these primitive folk are entirely deficient. The' 
choice is due to a desire — surviving doubtless from a 
time when hostile attacks were more frequent — to have* 
timely warning of all persons approaching. Even now,^ 
though a6tual warfare between the tribes has pra6tically- 
completely died out, a kind of " vendetta," which, in^ 
default of any other system of law, survives as a useful' 
check on personal aggression, justifies the seleAioii of 
these points of observation for the settlements; for the ^ 
" kenainia," the avenger of wrong, has comparatively 
little chance of approaching such places unobserved* 

It might perhaps be thought that the advantage of. 
such situations might perhaps be outweighed by the 
fa£l that, on them, the settlement is raised 30 far 
above the water supply, especially as these Redfolk 
are the most persistent persons in ^'washing their 
skind'' that could easily be found. The toil involved! 
to the wonien in carrying up the household supply of 
water, and to men and women alike in running down' 
and up half a dozen times a day to bathe is just of the' 

f ■ • • • . 

Bott tb ^hich the muscles of these people have been 

MM 



270 JiMEHRI. 

adapted by long praAice/ As has been said, any .Euro-i 
pean of average physique should ot able to surpass 
a Redman in mere walking; but when the continuous 
carriage of weight is in question, or sudden but short 
strenuous calls on the muscles/thesill|)eriority is markedly 
the other way. When I at last reached the village in quesr 
tion, called Quonga, I was too weary even to much regret 
that there was not a drop of watet* there to quench my 
terrific thirst ; but two or three lads of my company, who^ 
had climbed up the same heights, and had so climbed 
heavily laden, did not even wait to be asked but ran 
merrily down and up, bringing me calabashes of water, , 
Meantime the ordinary reception Was going on. Some 
cassava bread and pepper-pot, the latter consisting, as 
usual, of little but red peppers (capsicums) boiled down, 
bad been placed on the ground, and my men were eagerly 
breaking off pieces of the bread, dipping these in the^ 
concentrated essence of meat which filled the pot, and 
eating them. I also had to eat a morsel or two for 
form's sake. 

> This hospitality of the pepper-pot is for me always 
, associated with the memory of an absurd incident in a 
previous journey into these parts. The pepper-pot had 
bee,n produced, and had been enjoyed by us all more 
than usual — ^for it was the best mess of its kindlhat 1 
ever tasted, and I had withdrawn a short distance from 
the others into a patch of shade, to smoke a meditative 
pipe. Presently I noticed a consultation going on over 
the pepper-pot between the white men who were with 

me on thct occasion and our Redmen. There was a 

• ' . • • ■ -- . - . 

coinical look of disgust on all their faces ; and presently,^ 
iq i]f)ore than one case, this expression of disgust deepened 
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into a£lual naupea. I was so far off that the whole scene 

was but a pantomine to me ; but, on enquiry, I was 

amused to fin4 that the cause of it was the discovery by 

one of the party, whose too enquiring mind had led him to 

stir up the dregs of the pepper-pot, that it was made, so 

far as it was not made of capsicum, of large and fat 

grasshoppers. It was in fa£l a curious instance of the 

physical effe£l exercised by the mind on the stomach ; for 

I Still maintain — as the others maintained before the 

discovery — that the best pepper-pot. ever tasted by any 

one of us was that confection of grasshoppers. 
^_ ' ' ' 

But no such catastrophe happened at Quonga ; and 

the pepper-pot was satisfa6torily washed down with 

great draughts of paiwari — the native beer. This is among 

Guiana Redmen the liquor of hospitality ; and the guest 

who refuses a drink of it has small chance of recovering 

favour with his hosts. It is not very nasty to the taste — 

indeed the better made samples of it are decidedly nice-^ 

but it would be far nicer if one did not know how it is 

made. It consists of chewed cassava bread mixed with 

water and then allowed slightly to ferment. Yet the 

most squeamish European traveller in those parts, if he 

wishes really to mix his own life for the time with that of 

the Redmen, must forget his squeamishness and drink. 

But a special trial in this matter of paiwari hospitality 

overtook me at Quonga. > I was evidently to be treated 

witi| the highest possible honours ; and my hosts, instead 

of offering me some of the ordinary paiwari, with which 

they were refreshing my companions, produced a tiny 

calabash — holding, it may be, as much as a teacup — of 

the special black paiwari, which is to the ordinary kM as 

the' finest and rariest liquor is to every day brandy. I 
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had never yet been called upon to taste this^ and had ivo 
suspicion of its being very different from the ordinary 
kind. But| having , heroically gulpe4 down this most 
precious black fluid, I was nearly shocked out of exis- 
tence by its quite indescribably awful bitterness. Whether 
it is a personal idiosyncracy or not I do not knoW| but 
the taste of bitterness in any considerable degree is as 
nearly absolutely unbearable as possible* For instance^ 
though I can take quinine, if its taste is obscuried, with 
excellent effe£l in quantities metaphorically to make the 
hairs of medical men of no tropical expefience stand on, 
end, the unconcealed taste of the same drug is quite un- 
endurable to me. But the bitterness of this black 
paiwari, totally unexpected as it was, was to the bitter*- 
ness of quinine as far removed as heaven is popularly 
supposed to be from helK 

So really overcome was I that I not unwillingly 
acceeded to the request, in which both my own people 
and those of the settlement joined, that I would stay at 
Quonga till the next morning, in order that the combined 
parties might have an opportunity of indulging in an, 
impromptu feast and consuming the large quantities of 
paiwari which happened to be in the place. To stumble 
on a place where a paiwari feast is going on, or can be, 
as here, immediately got up, is generally a misfortune to 
one travelling as I then was, For though *the liquor 
is only slightly fermented it is consumed in such quan- 
tities that it stupifies the drinkers ; and, when these, 
happen to be one's carriers, makes them for a day or^ 
more incapable of doing their work. But I had passed, 
the stage of caring much about possible delay, and gladly, 
closed with any suggestion which would afford me rest* 



TT^Pff^-' 



« A Tramp with Redskins.'* 273 

' — • 

As regards the quantity of paiwajri which a Redaiao — p|r 
(or thai niatter« a Red woman or child— <ati take, I am^ 
^imost afraid, to speak for fear of not being believed. It 
l^pened that 1 was once present when a Judge was 
trying a charge against a Redman of the Coast^ of murder 
copnimited under the influence of this horrible drinkw 
Whether from curiosity or from some other cause, the 
Judge insisted on himself cross-examining such of the 
witnesses as were likely to know as to the amount of 
paiwari which would suffice to bring an ordinary Redman 
into the initial stage of drunkenness. Everyone of these 
witnesses I knew personally ; and I was, therefore, in a 
position to estimate, perhaps better than the Judge did^ 
Uie w^eight of their evidence on this point. The net 
result was an agreement that thirteen calabashes of 
paiwari were sufficient for the purpose. Now a calabash*^ 
which is a vessel formed of the rind of the fruit of a 
tree— is an uncertain measure. But taking the average 
size of those used by the Redman in paiwari drjnking, 
the capacity may be taken at about two pints. There*- 
fore it may be assumed that twenty-six pints of paiwari 
is sufficient to begin to make an average Redman drunk. 
Unfortunately, especially at the big feasts the average 
Redman goes considerably beyond this initial stage. 
Therefore the estimate of twenty-six pints must be very 
considerably increased if one wishes to get at the adlual 
quantity of this liquor outside of whichi in the Yankee 
phrase, these Redmen can put themselves. The expla- 
natioi^ of course, is that in large quantities it a6ls as an 
emetic. 

On the whole the effects of the paiwari drinking at 
Quonga were not as bad as might have been expefted. 
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When, the foUowiiig morning, quite refreshed from the 
^ffe£ts of fatigue and black draught, I was again ready for 
the start, all but two of my carriers were in fairly good 
condition and had evidently kept the promise of modera- 
tion which they had made to me. And even the two 
defaulters were a man and his wife who had never from 
the first held out hopes of coming the whole distance 
with me, and it is quite possible that they felt themselves 
absolved by this fa6t from the moderation of the others. 
But two new porters had to be found for the abandoned 
loads. One of the Quonga men at once volunteered ; 
but it seemed for a few minutes that it might be difficult 
to get a second volunteer. There was a magnificently 
built young giant there — on measuring him afterward I 
found that his height was only five feet nine inches; but' 
that is gigantic for a Redman — whom I was very anxious' 
to take with me. From the' well-cared-for look of his 
scrap of cloth, his few patches of paint, and of his beads 
and necklace of teeth, it was evident that he thought 

a 

highly of himself ; and, to judge from the bearing of his' 
fellows toward him this self respe6t did not seem un- 
warranted. At first he laughingly declined my invitation, 
saying that the load was too heavy for him ; then, to my 
horror, and for the only time that this special trial ever 
befell me, he quietly took the pipe from between my lips, 
put it in his own mouth, smoked it in meditative fashion 
for a minute or two, put it back into my mouth, unslung 
his hammock, put this and my bundle on his back, and, 
without a word to his family or a word of bargain with ' 
me, be ran merrily down the hill and so began a journey 
with me which lasted for some weeks. Such instances 
help to give an idea of the happy freedom from'care and ' 
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business in .which thiesQ folk pass tfieir lives before they 
are touched bty outside influence. 

,During the days immediately following, the incident 
most vividly imp'ressed on my. mind is of a morning when> 
in talking across a stoney plain, and resting in a tiny 
haven of shade made. by an isolated obelisk Jike rock in 
tte glare of thl& .sun-baked white plain, I most painfully, 
realized, that my last pair of shoes was worn out. This 
may seem .a trifle too ridiculous for mention. As a matter, 
of faiSi I found that this trifle was serious enough abso- 
lutely to prevent a further extension of the journey to. 
which I had looked forward. The Redfolk of these 
stqney plains, though the soles of their feet are hardened 
to a quite extraordinary degree, are unable to walk long 
distances barefoot, and make for themselves sandals of 
part of the leaf stalk of a palm. These sandals however, 
have to be tied on in a way .which involves the passing 
of a small cord between the great toe and the next ; and, 
though in .the natives of these parts the skin bej^w^en 
these toes has acquired the hardness of horn, neither the 
coast Redmen nor I, not having been adapted for this 
fashion were able to bear the strain with which, in walk- 
ing, this cord cut into our too soft flesh. So that these 
sandals lyere useless l;o us. The pain of continuing bare- 
foot, as I then pra6tically was, was saved nie by the 
faithftij (jABRIEL, to whom, because, having been brought 
up. in ^e swamps, his feet were unaccustonied to the 
bard ground, 1 had given a pair of cricket shoes, which 
be, now insisted on giving up to me again* 

The main obje6t of the journey had, however, been, 
accomplished, and there was no reason why we shpuld 
not make in a,s straight a line as the nature of the country. 
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allowed to the point on th^ Potiafo river to wbich one of* 
the boats bad been sent to aWait our arrival. > 

A few days lattr we came to the Macusi village of 
Konkarnio, one of the largest and most finely placed 
settlements of these parts. Here I re-entered a country 

' ' • 

known to me; for I had been here some years before 
when on the way to solve the problem of how to ascend^ 
Roraima) the hugei pillar-like mountain, the flat top 
of which had long seemed to be for ever cut oif from the 
rest of the world by the unbroken abruptness of the 
cHif of two thousand feet which everywhere forms it 
sides. On that previous occasion, as has been told else^' 
where, we contrived to creep up at one point in this cliff 
and to reach the top; but circumstances had then pfe^ 
vented any thorough exploration of the top, on which 
many interesting scientific problems still lie unsolved.: 
Now, as I stood once more at Konkarmo, and in the 
evening was just able to discern Roraima standing like-a 
hugb Wave about to break, far away in the West in the 
strbng light of the setting sun, the longing came' over me 
to go there once more, and to contrive to spend a longer 
time among the wonders of that strangely lifted mountain 
top. But this the trifle of the condition of my shoes, or 
rather of Gabriel's shoes, absolutely forbade. Norhave 
I since ever had a chance of re-entering the strange 
land of romance which lies on the cliffs of Roraima.* 

It was at Konkarmo too that on the occasion of the 
previous visit, I had entered for a time into one of the 
strangest nightmares that evert unbridled religious enlhu^ 
siasm ever produced. 

Before our arrival no white men had ever been. in the 
place and very few of the inhabitants had eVer beeil iatway 
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initp the white man's country. A few had however 
so travelled, and had returned with a wondrous tdle 
of how, at a place in the forest, ten or fourteen 
nights away, they had found a great gathering of Red- 
folk, of various tribes, come together to bear a story 
which a couple of white men were telling who had 
suddenly come into those parts. The white men had 
talked and talked, and had taught the Redfolk to 
talk in the same way. Then the white men had taken 
the Redmen — as many of them as all the fingers 
and all the toes of all the people in Konkarmo— 
had taken them down to the river side, had pat 
white dresses, like the dresses that the white women 
wear in the town, on these Redmen, had pushed them 
down into the water, and had then sent them away 
to their homes to be like white people. The re- 
turned travellers who had brought this wondrous tale 
to Konkarmo, had been obliged to confess that their 
skins were still red, not white— but perhaps that 
change took some time to bring about. And at 
any rate they showed that they had become like the 
two white men in the matter of talking. 

The resu It was that when I came to Konkarmo, I found 
a very large building, a curiously good imitation of a 
church, in which the people of the village sat all day chat- 
tering in the new tongue which they had learned from the 
two white men, and only occasionally stopping to listen 
to one of their own folk who chattered away for a long 
time by himself. Where, if the building had really been 
what it seemed to be, the altar would have been, was an 
altar-like platform of plain stems, and over this were 
stuck up a portrait) from the Illustrated London 
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Nef»s* of Mr. Gladstone^ and the first of a ch^ap 
American edition of one of Mr. James Payn's novels. 
So busy were these simple folk in cultivating this new 
fashion of the white people that they had negleCled 
their fields and had forgotten to fish or hunt ; and, 
throughout the many wakeful hours of the night, instead 
of any longer telling each other the old stories of the 
strAnge animals and things that they themselves had seen 
^nd heard and that other Redfolk had seen and heard, 
they repeated to each other the strings of new syllables 
which they had so lately been taught to pronounce. 
Unfortunately for me they frequently insisted on coming 
to me as I lay iii my hammock vainly trying to sleep in 
the nlidst of the school-like din, and, despite all remon- 
strances on my part, repeating proudly to me long 
strings of sounds which I had reason to believe repre- 
sented in more or less accurate fashion the English 
Church catechism in the vulgar tongue of a neighbouring 
tribe of Redfolk. 

Probably the enthusiasm of this newly established 
church did not long continue in its first intensity. At 
any rate by the time of my second visit it had assumed a 
v^ much milder and less unreasonable form, partly 
perhaps because, in the interval a white man had come 
and liVed among them for a short time and had done 
something to teach them in more pradlical manner. 

* Tht Jubilee Number of the illustrated London News, published on 
Hie i4tli of May^ 1892, opens with a peem by no less a poet than Mr. 
Andrei I^ng, in which occurs the verse : 

Through every land goes forth her hand, 

The Illhtrated News 
In templeis of Roraima stand 
Framed fragments of her views. 
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Quite lateiyi it may be added, I have heard n^ws Crom 
my Red-skinned friends at KonkarmQ that the cme of 
their number who bad been the most prominent in first 
bringing the new fashion to the village, and had in con- 
sequence ever since usurped the leadership of the 
villagers, had been found dead under the raised floor of 
the church, killed, it was said, by Kenaimas, It ^ay 
have been Kenaimas who did the deed, but there seems 
a chance that it was the work of some of tb^ villagers 
who were at last thoroughly wearied out by the preten- 
sions of their shamanistic leaden 

It must not be thought that this story of how the 
church came to Konkarmo has been told in any spirit of 
depreciation of missionary efforts. The touching of the 
essentially admirable and happy original state of red* 
skinoed societies by the hand of the whit^ man is, as tibe 
world goes on, inevitable ; and, as things now go on in 
Guiana, is there immediately inevitable. But it is cer^ 
tainly sad that the very first touch, however delicately 
contrived, leaves marks as of the finger on the bloom of 
fruit; and it is still sadder that these first touches how- 
ever excellent in intention, are not always, or even 
generally, wisely contrived. To anyone knowing these 
Redfolk in something like their natural state, it is one of 
the saddest of sad thoughts that the tide of industry ever 
advancing into the secluded parts of the world must 
either annihilate or vulgarize the Nature-folk over whom 
it sweeps. To be a true missionary, the essence of 
which must be the finding of ways of softening this 
rough conta£l of advanced with primitive civilization, 
mu$t be to ^aspire to one of the most heroic apd least 
cppon^on place of :bejFQic lives. The pity of it is thai t|ie 
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dspiration, together with the ability to give suitable scope 
to this aspiration, are among the rarest of rare qualities. 
During our four days walk from Konkarmo to the 
Potaro we entered and passed for the greater part of the 
Way through the forest tra£l which lies between the 
mountains of the interior and the sea. We came out on 
the Potaro at a distance of about a day and a half's boat 
journey above the great Kaieteur fall, which interrupts 
the navigation of that river, and just below which we 
expelled to find our boat awaiting us. Where we joined 
the Potaro we expedled to find a settlement, which had 
existed at the time of my last visit, and to get woodskins 
-—the strips of natural tree-bark used by certain tribes 
of Redmen as boats. But we found the settlement 
abandoned, and could get no woodskins. It was from 
this point that my redskinned companions who had 
come with me so far were to leave me to return to the 
distant homes from which I had brought them ; and as 
the next part of the journey to the Kaieteur, had, in the 
absence of any track through the forest, to be accom- 
plished somehow by river, the sadness of parting from 
those pleasant folks was to some extent mitigated by the 
thought that, there being at the moment no obvious 
way of providing craft to take even my own three more 
immediate companions and myself, it would at least be 
impossible to take the Macusis farther. A distribution 
of calico, knives, beads, powder, and other such treasures, 
satisfied my late assistants ; and these, apparently, with 
the exception of one or two of them, just as happy to 
leave us as to be with us, disappeared into the forest 
with the merriment of a party of children. And I was 
once more left with my three companions from th« coast 
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00 the brink of a river^ and with many cares as to what 
was to come next* 

Having decided to cut down trees and build a raft, 
we set to work at once ; and, though none of us had 
ever built a raft before or knew anything about it, by the 
evening of the third day we launched surely the 
clumsiest looking craft that ever was seen. On this we 
proposed the next morning to trust ourselves and our 
baggage, and to pass down the many miles of river which 
lay between us and the Kaieteur fall. Ever since we 
had entered the forest region seven days before, rain had 
continuously fallen, though not a drop had fallen on us 
during our long walk across the savannah. Now, life 
in a tropical forest into which the sun never penetrates, 
is at all times depressing ; but when, night and day, and 
day after day, each of the myriad leaves overhead drips 
rain into the gloom, the sense of depression is almost 
infinitely deepened. Moreover, our supply of food was 
by this time very nearly exhausted, ; nor had we time 
during the previous few days to replenish it by hunting. 
We were all, therefore, eager to be off in the morning. 

The morning came ; and as we carefully packed 
all our belongings on the craft our anxiety became 
deeper as it sank lower and lower into the water. At 
last, just as the last pack was put on, but before any of 
us had embarked ourselves, the whole thing sank. First, 
we fished our property out of the water ; and then we 
began to devise some new plan. 

My three boys made their way through the trackless 
forest up stream in search of the remnants of a settle- 
ment which was supposed to exist there. That whole 
day I sat watching in the rain ; but towards evening 
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one woodskin came rushing down the stream, heavily 
loaded, with its redskinned owner and my three boys. 
This woodskin we bought, at the price ol one cutlass ; 
and once more we fell asleep in hopes of g^ing off 
in the morning. 

If ever diere was a load just wanting the last straw, 
that woodskin had such a load when Gab&IEL iand I 
with half our baggage in it, started on the downward 
journey* The other two boys and the rest of the lug- 
gage we necessarily left behind for a second Journey. 
For a day and, a half, in an overloaded piece of bark, we 
floated down the smooth reaches or rushed down the 
rapids till we came to the fall. There GA^BiRiEL left me, 
and, with the rest of the party, rejoined me in three 
days' time. 

On several previous occasions I had spent some days, 
under varying circumstances, at the pllace at which I 
spent these three lonely days, just where the Potaro 
river, four hundred feet wide, drops suddenly down a 
perpendicular cliff of 750 feet, into a great hole, from 
which it escapes through a narrow ravine in a series of 
rapids. The scene is magnificent beyond description. 
But on this occasion, the rain falling throughout the 
three days and nights, I lived in a dense mist through 
which it was rarely possible to see more than a tew ^leet 
in front of one. The cold was intense — though probablry 
the thermometer was never actually below 50. Wrappi^ 
in flannel clothes, an ulster of frieze, and often a rug, I 
found full occupation in trying to keep Up a fire, and, 
from time to time, in cooking a little of the only food 
remaining to me-^a few handfuls of ilour.anid a opiipI^Qf 
tins of oysters. 
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Once more the relaxation of pain itself proved a great 
pleasure wheO) rejoined by the rest of the party, we 
climbed down the cliff, having to make a great detour to 
do so, and found awaiting us at the foot one of the boats 
which left us many weeks before on the banks of the 
Rupununi. And when, in this boat We shot, at a most 
exhilaratingly tremendous rate, down the many cata- 
ra£ls and rapids which still lay between us and the sea, 
and once more came iiito civilization. 

The story of the journey has now been told just a$ the 
memory of it remains in my mind, and without any inten- 
tion of drawing a moral from it. Yet, at last, it seems 
that there are two morals to be drawn : one that a 
pleasure so great as to be conceivable only by experience, 
is to be had, even in this world of growing commonplace, 
from travel in places where the way has not yet been 
smoothed; the other is that there still exist human 
beings — and very lovable and in their way admirable 
human beings — who, entirely without the spectacles of 
civilization, see life in very bright colours but from att 
entirely different standpoint from that on which we look 
at it. 



The Early Yean of the Lamaha Canal. 



By Henry Kirke, M.A. 




{N the 29th Nov. 1892, Viscountess GoRMANSTON 
unveiled the monument which had just been 
ere£led to the memory of Mr. William Russell 
in the open space to the west of the Public Buildings. 
Before the ceremony, speeches were made by Sir D. 
Chalmers and Mr. Howell Jones, in which, whilst 
acknowledging his great eminence as a planter, special 
reference was made to the enormous benefit which Mr. 
Russell had conferred upon the Colony by the inception 
of the various water schemes which now supply so many 
important centres of industry and population with one of 
the chief necessaries of life« Although the East and 
West Coast Water Schemes, as well as that on the 
Berbice E. Cdlast will be for ever identified with his name, 
it was the Lamaha Canal to which Mr. Russell's atten- 
tion was first dire£led, and to its development, he 
devoted time and money which were never repaid, and 
expended an amount of energy which if it had been less 
recklessly squandered might have preserved his life to us 
for many years longer. Those of us who are old enough 
to recolle6t the Lamaha Canal as it was twenty years ago 
and who can compare it with the magnificent water 
scheme which now supplies a facade of estates thirty 
miles long with an abundant supply of water, can alone do 
justice to dur great leader. From the time of Chalmers's 
Survey in 1865, various schemes bad been propounded, 
angry feelings were aroused, one cure after another was 
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tried and failed, but the streams which were poiiiriog ii^lQ 
the Mahaica obstinately refused to come down the Canal, 
and any prolonged drought found both estates and town 
suffering from a water famine. 

Now that we can look back and calmly consider the 
whole matter there can be no doubt that for years we 
^ere working on false data or rather false preml^est 
The area to be operated on consisted of a re6langular 
portion of land^ bounded on the north by the Atlantic 
Ocean, on the East by the Mahaica Creek on tbe south 
by the Madiwini Creek and its tributaries, and on the 
west by the Demerara Riven Looking at the district 
on an unshaded map, it seemed at first sight probable 
that the watershed of the distri^ would be somewhere in 
the centre, and that the eastern part would drain into the 
Mahaica Creek, and the western into the Dem;er^ra 
River, either dire£lly or through the Madiwini Creek. It 
was with this idea that the late Mr. Robert Smith of 
Ogle persuaded the Government to let him cut a trench 
from Annandale to the Lamaha Canal to bring down 
water to Georgetown, but when the cut was made all the 
water ran in the opposite dire6lion. 

According to the old maps there were at one time two or 
three small creeks, of which the Courabanna was the 
most important, between the Demerara and Mahaica 
Rivers, which drained the E. Coast dire£lly into tl^e 
Atlantic ; but these creeks have long ago been stopped up 
and their streams diverted into water paths which supplied 
for some time the E. Coast estates with fresh water. The 
old surveys made by Chalmers, Shanks, and Alcorn 
were unreliable, as they were never carried far enough 
aback and their levels appear not to have been quite 

00 



Iv 



a86 TlMEHRK 



trustworthy owing to the difScuIty of surveying over 

a bottomless morass.* Mr. Russell however, was 

not a man to be daunted by difficulties ; day after day and 

night after night he toiled through swamps, tramped over 

sand reefs, cleaned out forgotten creeks, taking his own 

levels and making his own observations, careless of food 

or shelter, until at last he had solved the problem and 

taught us how alone the water could be procured in 

sufficient quantities to place the estates and Georgetown 

beyond the reach of a water famine. Instead of draining 

in any degree into the Demerara River, the whole of the 

rain water which falls in the area bounded as described 

drains into the Atlantic by way of the Mahaica Creek. 

Along its whole course the Madiwini Creek is bounded 

on the north by a sand reef so that no tributaries join it 

on that side, and all the small streams such as the 

Hoorabea^ the Badawina, and the Kykutikarra all trend 

northwards and swell the waters of the Madoonie 

and Lama, both tributaries of the Mahaica. Having 

personally ascertained these fa6ts, Mr. RusSELL saw at 

once that the only way to force the water to the East 

Bank and Georgetown was by damming up the Lama 

and Madoonie Creeks and connedling the stop-oifs by 

wing dams with the back dams of the estates on the one 

side and the high sand reefs of the Madiwini on the 

other. This magnificent scheme, which was partially 

carried out during his lifetime, has been continued since 

his death with such success that a few years may see its 

* There was an attempt made to obtain water from the Madiwini 
Creek and Baron Siccama was instniAed to take leyels. Whilst traver- 
aiiig the swamps one of his theodolites disappeared in the pegass, where 
It lies to this day, and was nearly followed by the Baron and his staff. 
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completion. The Russell Lake, as it has appropriately 
been called, will then consist of an oval reservoir of nearly 
400 square miles of water, which ought to be able to 
defy the worst drought that can ever visit the Colony* 

The works in conne6lion with the completion of the 
scheme are being carried out by a Joint Committee of the 
East Demerara Water Supply Association, and the Lamaha 
Committee. The North wing dam to Cane Grove has been 
completed, and the South wing dam as far as the Madoonie 
Creek only requires raising in a few places. This dam 
will be continued southwards to the sand reefs, and two 
large weirs will be built on the Lama and the Madoonie 
to relieve the pressure on the back dams of the estates 
when the water reaches a certain height. 

This great water scheme had a very humble origin. In 
its early days Georgetown obtained its water from a few 
wells, and a precarious supply from Ward's Canal drawn 
through a koker near where Lodge Village now stands. 
The East Bank estates from No. 3 Canal northwards 
were joined aback by a trench called Ward's Canals 
which apparently colle6led the rain water from the 
savannahs to the east. Who Ward was*, and when he 
dug this trench, we have been unable to ascertain. This 
supply of water was found to be so inadequate to the 
wants of the estates and the town, that the proprietors of 
estates interested were summoned, and a meeting was 
held at the Old Colony House on the 2nd Novr. 1825. 
A previous survey had been made by Mr. BAKER with a 
view of tapping the Lamaha Creek, and bringing its 
waters to town. The Governor and Court of Policy bad 

* In an old Local Guide for 1832, Joseph Ward is put down as 
proprietor of Pin. Industry^^Ed. 
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been approached and had promised every assistance. At 
tlie meeting the Hon'ble, MiCHAEL McTuRK was in the 
ebair, and the proprietors of the following estates ex- 
pressed their readiness to undertake and complete a 
canal from the head of Canal No. 3 to Lamaba Creek : — 

* Ruimveld* — N. M. Manget, Stephen Cramer, q,q. 
. Rome and Houston, '-^R, M. Jones, q q» 

Cuming's LodgC'^K, Garnett, q q, 
* Turkeyen, — C. Spencer, C. D. Ridley, q,q, 

Peier*s HalL^, L. Smith, q q, 
. Vlissengen, — Stephen Cramer, q,q» 

Kitty, — I. B. Eastern. 

La Penitence* — I. H. Albuoy. 

Thomas, — Thos. Bagot, q q» 

50/^20.— >N. Hugenholst, qq. 

The canal was to be 14 feet wide on level, 8 feet at 
bottom, and 5 feet deep. Georgetown at that time had 
no Town Council — its affairs were managed by Commis- 
sioners called the Board of Police* At the same meeting 
this Board agreed to dig out at their own expense a 
trench 15 ft. broad, 5 ft. deep and 6 ft. wide at bottom 
from the town to Ward's trench, where it communicated 
with the back dam of Cuming's Lodge. The Govern- 
ment on their part agreed to give grants of ungranted 
Crown Lands at the back of the estates which kept up 
Ward's trench, on their agreeing to keep it open in future. 
So the canal was fairly started and the a£lual work 
begun ; but at the very outset it met with opposition* 
Each estate agreed to send a certain number of negro 
slaves to dig put the canal. If negroes were not sent, 
/2.I0. (two guilders and ten stivers) was to be charged 
against the estate for each negro absent; but some 
estates refused either to send men or to pay the indemnity. 
Vlissengen and Werk-en-Rust were especially contu- 
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macious. The estates had all agreed to pay lo stivers 
per head for each slave on their estates towards the 
Overseisr's salary, but this they failed to do. As GEORGE 
Baker, the Overseer could not get his money, he peti- 
tioned the Lamaha Committee for payment of the amount 
of his account fory2,2oo. The Committee acknowledged 
the corre6lness of 'his account but said that they had no 
money. They forwarded the account to the Government 
and requested the Governor to pay the amount out of 
the Colony Chest, as also a bill of ALEXANDER Fraser^ as 
Manager of the Canal for /315. The Governor refused 
very properly to do anything of the kind and returned 
the account to the Committee. Pin. Haagsbosch opposed 
the new canal as it would divert the bush water which in 
the wet seasons swept out the canal of that estate and so 
kept it clean. 

However, despite opposition and want of money the 
work went on. A Committee of Management was 
appointed^ an Ordinance passed, meetings were regularly 
held and minutes taken. From these minutes which 
have been pretty regularly kept since 1827, ^^ follow- 
ing extra£ls have been taken which it is hoped will be of 
interest to the readers of Ttmehri. 

The earliest minutes in our possession date from 
January 1827, when His Honour Chas. HERBERT, First 
Fiscal, was Chairman and the Committee consisted 
of Messrs. Stephen Cramer, J. H. Albuoy, A. H. 
Walstab and Richard Gray. The meetings were held 
at the Colony House and were fixed for the first Tuesday 
in January, April, July and Oftober in each year. The 
shares in the canal were awarded to the different 
estates according to the number of working slaves which 
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each possessed ; thus Rome and Houston had 837 slaves 
and Sophia only 80, so their shares were proportioned 
accordingly* 

A> special meeting was held on nth November 1828, to 
consider the state of affairs. The estates were repre- 
sented as follows ; — 

Haagsbosch, —Messrs. Frankland and Nielson. 

Peter's Hall.-^Mr, Taylor. 

Velzerhoofd fEcclesJ, ^Messrs, Cramer and Koert. 

Home and Houston, — Messrs. Cramer and Koert. 

Ruimveld.-- Mr. Cramer. 

La Penitence^ La Repentir, LiliendaaL — Mr« Croal. 

Vlissengen, — Mr. Boom. 

Werk»en'Rtistt 

Thomas, 

Sophia, — Mr. Le Clercq. 

Turkey en.^'^'^x, Spencer. 

Cuming* s Lodge —Mr. Mewburn. 

In going over the labour account it was found that 
Industry ovf^A f I fi^2Ao, which was compromised by pay- 
ment of /900, Haa^sbosch owed /SgG, Rome and Houston^ 
f^}^il9 Wf erk-en-Rust /154, La Penitence ^ Le Repent ir 
and Liliendaal, /915, Vlissengen f^i$i Turkeyen^ 
/159. At the same meeting Mr. J. LuciE Smith, Jnr., 
LL.D., was appointed Legal Adviser to the Committee 
An account of Sayers the Overseer for /eg, which had 
been referred to the Court of Policy was referred back to 
the Committee. 

On the 24th January, 1829, members of the Board of 
Police, were for the first time ele6led as members of the 
Committee. On that date Stephen Cramer, Thos. 
Mewburn and Thos. Frankland were elefted to repre- 
sent the planters, and A. H, Walstab, Wm. Jeffrey 
and Thos. Barry the Board of Police. Mr. N. M. 
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Manget, proprietor of Pin. Kttty^ petitioned to be ad- 
mitted to the Canal Scheme which petition was granted 
on payment of /i,766. From the remarks of the President 
at this meeting it is clear that the only water which came 
into the Town reservoirs was drawn through a sluice in 
the dam, Mr. Hopkinson's or Booker's. On the 5th 
January, 1830, the Commissioners, Mr. Abraham Gar- 
, next and Mr. Barry, sent in the following interesting 
report as to the progress of the Lamaha works. They 
had on the 19th October previous Issued a requisition for 
labourers from all the estates interested in the canal, of 
three per cent of their respedlive gangs, to meet on the 
26th 06lober for the obje6l of extending the canal to 
the Lamaha Creek. The estates concerned, with the 
exception of Pins. Rome and Houston, Velzerhoofd^ 
Haagsbosch and Perseverance, which did not send any 
sent their required quota of labourers, and the number 
of negroes thus obtained was only 72. With this number 
the work was continued until the 19th of December, when 
it was suspended in consequence of the rainy season 
commencing, after the canal had been conne6led with 
the Creek at about 4,000 rods due S. of the head 
of Canal No. 3. The clearing of the line for the canal 
was as arduous an undertaking as the digging of the 
canal itself, owing to the roots and stumps of large 
trees and other obstru6lions long buried in the savannah. 
In consequence of the soft and spongy nature of the main 
savannah, now for the first time penetrated forthedistance 
of 1,000 rods, the proper and necessary level of the 
canal could not be driven through that part of its course, 
hut by the rapid drainage which was shown by the vast 
stream of water that continually flowed from it towards 



Z92 TlM£HRJ. 

the Towiii the immediate coasolidation of that part of the 
savannah similar to others previously cut through would 
enable the canal to be deepened from 2 to 3 feet for the 
distance above alluded to, when the waters of the Lamaha 
Creek would descend with an abundant and constant 
current, and supply both Georgetown and all the 
estates interested. 

The Overseer in 1831 reported Mr. R. G. BUTLER, 
proprietor of Pin. Thomas, tor planting the dams of the 
Lamaha Canal with bamboos and so creating a nuisance* 
The current expenses of the canal were met by a poll 
tax of /3 a head on the negro slaves on the estates 
benefiting by the conservancy, which produced /'io,2go. 
The Secretary was paid 20 joes per annum and 5 joes 
for stationery. Mr. J. C. Campbell was appointed 
secretary. 

On the 23rd April 1833, the Commissioners reported 
that the canal had been completed to the Lamaha Creek, 
but that the sum due for labour &c., amounted to 
/45,209'i6. The negroes on the estates amounted to 
3,564 which at /12 a head would produce /46,332. 

An application was made at this time by the officer in 
command of His Majesty's Ordnance to bring the 
Lamaha water into Kingston for the use of the troops. 

On November 29th 1837, His Honour Geo. Bagot, 
High Sheriff, stated that it having been notified to him 
by the Hon'ble the Court of Policy that he had been 
appointed President of the Lamaha Committee he had in 
consequence called a meeting at the High Sheriffs 
Office. At the same meeting Mr. Matthews, Curator, 
brought to the notice of the Committee that the Town 
Council of Georgetown had illegally cut through the 
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canal dam and put in a koker on government land be- 
tween, the Race Course and Pin. Lodge for conveying 
water to Georgetown. 

February 12th, 1838, Dr. McTuRK, proprietor of Pin. 
Profit asked to join the Canal Scheme. The Cumings- 
burg Saw Mill applied for water by pipe and offered to.pay 
the Committee 30 joes per annum. This was agreed to. 

January 21st, 1839, an application from the Town 
Council to put in a koker to obtain water from the canal 
was taken into consideration and granted. 

November 4th, 1841, Mr. GORDON, proprietor of Bel 
^z> asked to be admitted to the Canal Scheme. Agreed 
to on payment of $73 33. 

N.B. — This is the first mention of dollars in the 
minutes, the accounts up to this dale had been kept in 
guilders and stivers. . 

February 24th, 1845, ^^^ Town Council were impatient 
of the control which the Commissioners exercised over 
their water supply, and they endeavoured to obtain sole 
authority over the Town Sluices ; but at a meeting of 
above date it was resolved — ^^ That the sluices supplying 
the Town must remain as now under the charge of the 
Canal Overseer." In consequence of this, the Town 
Council refused to pay any part of the Overseer's salary 
although applied to several times. The Overseer wjas 
accordingly instru6led by the Committee to sue the Town 
Council for his salary in the Law Courts. 

February 12th, 1846, Pins. Goedverwagiing ^nd'Ogie 
applied for permission to join the Canal Scheine but 
their applications were refused. The Town Council 
offered $500 as their contribution towards the canal 
expense^i but this offer was refused. ... 
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July 9th, 1 8461 Mr. Wm. Arrindbll was appointed 
standing counsel to the Lamaha Committee. Some disputes 
arose at this time between members of the Committee as 
to the legality of placing tunnels under the canal to con- 
ne£i two estates. Mn Peter Rose took the opinion of 
Mr. Arrindell, who stated in writing that ^* Neither the 
Committee nor Curators possess any power to grant to 
any person permission to put in tunnels to carry water 
under the canal from one estate to another for the pur- 
pose of drainage or navigation." It will be interesting 
to modern lawyers to learn that Mr. Arrindell charged 
f 25 for this opinion. At this time the annual estimate 
of the expenses of the canal were as follows : — 

Clearing Canal 81,000 00 

Repairing Stop*off 250 00 

oaianes ••• •■• ■.• •.• •*. •.• i|4<i2 00 

Law expenses ... ... 133 go 



92.825 00 

So much mortality had attended the first introduflion 
of Portuguese labourers into the colony from Madeira 
and the Azores that the medical authorities were at their 
wit's end to devise some remedy or preventive. Dr. 
Blair in a letter to the Committee advocated placing 
newly arrived Portuguese on the pegass land which bor- 
dered parts of the canal, as an experiment as to whether 
peat land is a preventive against intermittent fever. 
This strange proposal met with no favour from the Com- 
mitteei notwithstanding that it was supported in a long 
speech by Mr. GORDON of Bel Air ; and they refused to 
have anything to do with it. 

February 27th 1849. — Mr. GEORGE AndersoNi pro- 
prietor of Pin. OgUs asked to join the canal. The Com- 
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mittee agreed to admit Ogle on payment of $i|00O 
entrance fee. 

July 8th, 1850. — Mr. GORDON proprietor of Bel Att 
asked for permission to make an aqueduA to carry spare 
water from the canal to the sea. 

November 6th, 1851. — ^The Commissioners reported the 
death of Mr. J. J. Knights, Overseer of the canal. Mr. J. 
Beetb was appointed Overseer in his place. 

January 13th 1851. — Mr. McNulty was appointed 
President of the Lamaha Committee in place of the 
Hon'ble. GEO. Bagot. 

May 1852. — Two new greenheart sluices were put into 
the reservoirs in East Street, Georgetown, and a brick 
back wall was built to them. The whole expense was 
$664.10, of which half was paid by the Town Council of 
Georgetown. 

January ist, 1853.— The Commissioners reported "that 
the kokers in Georgetown have been put into thorough 
repair at the joint expense of the Town Council and the 
Committee." 

N.B.-— The City of Georgetown was only allowed to 
draw water by gravitation from the Lamaha Canal. 

April i2th, 1854. — President McNULTY announced the 
death of Mr. Campbell, who had been for many years, 
Secretary to the Committee. A vote of condolence was 
passed to his widow and $240 was presented to her in 
recognition of her husband's services. 

06lober 6th, 1854. — Mr. J. Beete resigned his post as 
Overseer and Secretary. Mr. B. McGuSTY was e]e£led 
in his place to fill the dual office. 

May 31st 1856. — The first meeting in the Police Magis* 
trate*s Office was held on this date. The meetings of the 
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Committee have been held there ever since. The expense 
of the up-keep of the canal was at this time $3,303.33. 
Mr. McNULTY who was Police Magistrate and Sheriff of 
Demerara was made ex officio^ President of the Com- 
mittee. 

May iitb, 1857.— At this meeting the following resolu- 
tion was passed. — ** That the proprietors are of opinion 
that Pin. Haagsbosch is striftly excluded by Ord. 27 of 
1847 f^^^ ^"y ^igh^ ^o ^^ canal or to the waters 
thereof." 

September 19th, 1857. — BARRY McGuSTY, Overseer 
and Secretary, having died, Mr. James Shanks was 
appointed Overseer. 

In 1858, the Committee of the Canal was : 

Honourable HENRY Clementson, James Stuart, and 
George Lillie, for the Planters ; Sir W. H. HOLMES, 
A. W. Perot, and Wm. Knox, for the Town Council. 
' Mr. McDonald of Ogle and Mr. JONES of Houston 
Complained that the Overseer did not give them the 
share of water to which they were entitled. On this 
complaint Mr. Shanks wrote the following minute. 
" Mr. Jones also complains that he had shared badly as 
to water, whereas I could prove that he or his Manager 
kept his sluice in a bad state of repair for months with 
wacer at the sides on purpose to get more than his share. 
I say I can prove this : what would Mr. McDoNALD say 
if I were to bring into Court the bolt with the false head 
by which Ogle drew water every night and all night 
from the canal, paying the Haagsbosch watchman $io or 
$12 per month for opening the sluice at nightfall and 
shutting it in the morning before daylight. Verily these 
are Honourable Men I ! ! But how comes it that Mr. 
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McDonald voted at the meetng for Mr, Smith. Can 
two Attorneys vote for one estate." 

In 1859 there is bound up in the minutes an angry 
correspondence with Mr. Edmund Field, Attorney of 
Peter's Hall^ relating to the supply of water to that 
estate from the canal. 

May 28th 1859.— Mr. John Brumell signed the 
minutes for the first time as a6ling Police Magistrate and 
Sheriff. He was confirmed in this post soon after- 
wards and presided over the meetings of the Committee 
almost continuously until his death in Deer. 1881. It 
had been customary for all the members who were present 
to sign minutes when they were confirmed, but this was 
discontinued in 1861, from which date the Minutes have 
always been signed by the President for the Committee. 
• February 4th i860. — Pins. Haagsbosch and Henry were 
admitted into the Canal Scheme on payment of $111 per 
annum by the former and $73 by the latter estate, but 
on the nth of the same month at a special meeting called 
for the purpose of considering the question, the admission 
of these estates was declared illegal and was cancelled. 

March 1861. — Mr. James Shanks, Overseer and Secre- 
tary having died, the Committee decided to separate the 
two offices and appointed Mr. SCHLOSSER, Overseer and 
Mr. Wm. Seon, Secretary, the Overseer to reeeive 
$1200 and the Secretary $240 per annum. 

January 25th, 1862. — Mr. GEORGE LiLLlE petitioned 
^hat Pins. Providence and Sage Pond be admitted to the 
Canal Scheme. This was agreed to on payment of 
$1,000 entrance fee. 

The supply of water from the Lamaha Canal was found 
to be very inadequate to the growing waQts of the city 
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and the estateSj so it was decided to ascertain by 
what means it could be Increased. In December 18641 
the Town Council voted $1,000 to assist the Lamaha Com- 
mittee in improving the supply of water via the canal. 
In March 1865, the Committee resolved to petition the 
Government to order a survey to be made of the lands 
lying between the Demerara River and Mahaica Creek 
and a deputation was nominated to wait upon the 
Governor and present the petition. The Governor subse- 
quently received the deputation and promised his cordial 
support. Mr« Cathcart Chalmers, Crown Surveyor, 
was told off for the survey which was to cost $1,000, half 
to be paid by the Town Council and half by the Lamaha 
Committee* 

The survey was made in due course, the report and 
chart being laid before the Committee on i6th June 1865* 
Mr. Chalmers sums up by saying that ^' it is impra£li- 
cable to obtain a supply of water from the Lama Creek or 
any of its tributaries unless by very expensive artificial 
means." He recommended a pumping station to be 
established at the head of the canal. But his schemes 
were too costly to have been entertained by the Com- 
mittee, and nothing seems to have been done beyond 
clearing and widening the existing canal until Mr. RUS- 
SELL appeared upon the scene about ten years afterwards. 

This brings us down close to our own times, and to 
events within the recolle6lion of living colonists, so it 
seems undesirable to pursue these extra6ls from the 
minutes of the Lamaha Committee Meetings any further. 

The following is a List of the Commissioners of the 
canal as far as they can be ascertained from the minutes 
from 1827 to 1865 ; — 
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1827.— Mr. Stephen Cramer, Mr. A. H. Walstab. 
1828. -Mr. Thomas Mewburn, Mr. T. C. Bagot. 
1829.— Mr. Stephen Cramer, Mr. A. H. Walstab, Mr. Abraham 
Garnett, Mr. Barry, 
1830.— Mr. Abraham Garnett, Mr. Wm. Urquhart. 
1 83 1, —Mr. W. Urquhart, Mr. R. Nielson. 
1832.— Mr. W. Urquhart, Mr. R. Nielson. 
i833-4«— Mr. Geo, Robertson, Mr. R. G. Butts. 
1835-6. — Mr. Jas. Matthews, Mr. R. G. Butts. 
1837. — Mr. Jas. Matthews. Mr. H. McCalmont. 
1838-9. — Mr. R. G. Butts, Mr. Bruce Ferguson. 
1840-1.— Mr. ]ohn Jones, Mr. S. H. Van Nooten. 
1842. — Mr. John Osborne, Mr. John Evans. 
1843. — Mr. John John Jones, Mr. John Christy. 
1844.— Mr. ]• H. King, Mr. Wm. Lyng. 
1845.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. H. W. Howes. 
1846, — Mr. John Gordon, Mr. Wm. Barford. 
1847-8.— Mr. John Gordon, Mr. Wm. Barford. 
1849.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. Wm. Barford. 
1850. — Mr. J. H. King, Mr. Chas. Conyers. 
1851.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. Robt. Hicks. 
1852.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. Wm. McPherson. 
1853-4.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. Wm. Hicks. 
1855.— Mr. ). H. King, Mr. Samuel Barber. 
1856.— Mr. J. H. King, Mr. John McAllister. 
1857-8.— Hon Henry Clementson, Sir W. H. Holmes. 
1859.— Hon. Henry Clementson, Sir W. H, Holmes. 
i860. — Hon. John Jones, Sir W. H. Holmes. 
1861-2. — Hon. Geo. Lillie, Sir W. H. Holmes. 
i863.-Mr. J. H. King, Mr. R. W. Imlach. 

1864.— Hon. John Jones, Mr. R. W. Imlach, Hon. Henry Clementson^ 
1865.— Hon. Henry Clementson, Mr. R. W. Imlach. 
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The First Thirty Years of Schools and School- 
masters in British Guiana. 

By the Rev, W, B, Ritchie, M,A., President of the' B, G. School Managers* 

Union. 




lOME of the first Colonial Blue Books have 
disappeared. If, indeed, there were any Blue 
Books during the first quarter of a century 
after 1804, they are no longer available. And such 
documents of the kind as we have access to are onlv 
blue in name, but more blank than blue in reality. 
Especially do the Demerarian officials of those days — 
clergy and schoolmasters and the rest — seem to have 
been very negleftful of their duty in the matter of fur- 
nishing the Government with their annual returns. The 
Berbicians did better. Berbice had of course a Blue Book 
of its own. And that book contains not only a great 
deal of carefully compiled information ; but many quaint 
and readable remarks* 

For lack of the information v/h\th such documents 
might naturally be expefted to furnish, the difficulty of 
giving anything like an accurate account of our first 
schools is considerable. So late as 1840, partly owing 
to political conditions which no longer obtain among 
* our labouring population, and partly owing to the social 
circumstances of the Colony in general, education was at 
a very low ebb, and held a very secondary place. This is 
how the Royal Gazette takes a retrospefl and describes 
the outlook in 1837, " Thirty five years ago, adventurers 
came to the Colony. They were strangers in a strange 
land, they never looked on it as their home. They were 
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all hurry and bustle to get a fortune or independence 
and be off again. Fortunes were more easily niade then, 
besides the climate was more unhealthy. They did not 
go to much expense in building as they have latterly 
done, but ere6led temporary residences with as little 
outlay as possible. They were more like denizens of 
heaven than at present, for they neither married nor were 
given in marriage, but now they are becoming like the 
wicked antediluvians who took wives, and gave their 
daughters in marriage until NOAH went into the ark. 
Progress is now the order of the day. There are fine 
houses, respe6lahle marriages, plans for improving the 
town, and arrangements for security and comfort. All 
these dispose us to think that many persons have 
begun to look upon the Colony as the future dwelling for 
their sons and daughters, and thus is it necessary to have 
a good Public School or College." 

Here we bught to remark that just seven years later 
Queen ^s College, which has always been the High School 
of the city, was founded by the late venerable Bishop of 
the Anglican Church, assisted by some of the gentlemen 
of the Colony. The School was opened in the old 
Colony House, and was afterwards held in a house rented 
for the purpose till 1853. ^^ ^^^^ Y®^^ *he present 
building was erefled at a cost of £5,000. The Asso- 
ciation for the maintenance and management of the 
School was incorporated in 1848. The perpetual Gov* 
ernors were the Bishop, the Attorney General, the 
Mayor of Georgetown, and seven others. Towards the 
cost of the Building several colonists subscribed ;^2,20o, 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel gave- 
£1,000, and the Combined Court voted £l,8oo, balance 
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of slave compensation money claimed by two old per- 
sons who died before the dispute was settled, and left no 
heirs. The College was so far supported by an annual 
Colonial Grant varying from ;£3oo at its commencement 
in 1S49, to £839.11.8, upon condition that the Bishop 
should yearly contribute not le§s than ^£200, which he did 
till 186 1. Queen's College was the only high class school 
in the Colony, until the Roman Catholic Grammar 
School was opened in 1866. The Head Masters until 
the Institution was taken over by the Government 
were always clergymen of the Church of England.* 

The first mention I can find of any Primary School is 
in 18 1 2. In a letter of that year, the Governor, General 
Hugh Lvle Carmichael, asks the Rev. John Davies of 
the London Missionary Society to take two orphan children 
into his school. The Governor ajso (iommends Davies 
for the good work in which he is engaged. It is probable 
that Davies' school was the only institution for tlie 
children of the poor in Georgetown at that early date. 

In 1824 two free schools, one for boys and one for 
girls, under the patronage and chiefly through the in- 
fluence of Sir Benjamin and Lady Durban, assisted 
by niany of the citizens, were established in Georgetown. 

By reference to a minute of St. Andrew's Kirk Session 
of August loth, 1828, we find it recorded that the two 

* For an interesting account of the de' Saffon Institution which 
has \^n of so great benefit to so many orphan children, the reader is 
referred to the late Mr. Ten Broeke's paper in Vol. 11 of the West 
Indian Quarterly. 

What has become of the Estate of Walter Mitchell who died in 1862, 
and left his property, * In order to found a Church, College, or other 
Charitable Institution, in this Colony, similar to the Saffon Establish- 
ment! though Opt with th^ s^me exclusion, bu^ tinder simile rules' ? 
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fr^e schools had fallen very low in the matter oi 
fundsp and that the Kirk Session resolved to make 
a coIle£lion on their behalf, which Golle6tion5 amount-^ 
ing to 1 1 55 guilders, the Reverend Modei'ator was 
ordered to divide equally between these charitable 
institutions. In 1830, and for some considerable time 
previous to that date, there were also two slave 
schools in Georgetown. In addition to the aid volun- 
tarily given to the free schools by the Church, a sum 
of £^50 was annually voted to them by the Colony. 
The Master and the Mistress of these schools received 
about ;^ioo a year each for their services. In addition to 
the free public schools for the poorer children, there were 
several private ones in different parts of the Colony,-*- 
two in the parish of St. Mary, and one in each of the 
parishes of St. Matthew, St. John, and St. James, in 1830* 
From a pamphlet published by the late Mr. KetlBV we 
learn that a school was commenced by a Mrs. LEWIS at 
Providence Chapel in 1832. Thanks chiefly to the 
efforts of the London Missionary Society, the state of 
public education seems in those early times to have been 
more in advance in Berbice than in Demerara. JOHN 
and LVDIA FlSHER had kept a public free school in New 
Amsterdam for several years. And every year in almost 
the same words they reported for the information of the 
Governor that the school was supported by voluntary 
contributions and condufled upon religious and Christiail 
principles, that it was opened and closed with prayer, 
that Master JOHN taught the children reading and ' 
writing, while Mistress Lydia imparted a knowledge of 
plain needlework, and that each of them received 
j{^i07.3.4 for their pains. Times became rather hard 
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f<>r them in 1833. When the school was estab- 
lished it received 6,000 guilders from the Colony, but 
no further grant had been made in its behalf. His 
Excellency. Sir J. Ca^rmichael Smyth, Baronet, pro- 
mised some help, and two hundred pounds were voted 
to Master John and Mistress Lydia in the following 
year* 

The Missionary Society had by this time, a long 
list of chapels in Berbice, and a school attached 
to almost every chapel. The Society was from the 
first opposed to slavery, and the earnest, if not always 
the most prudent, advocate of emancipation. The 
Missionaries took every opportunity of teaching the 
slave population. Thus, in 1834 they reported that 
hundreds on the plantations were learning to read ; 
although they were prevented by distance from attend- 
ing any regular school. With evident glee the London 
Missionaries also reported that one THOMAS LEWIS, a 
negro, who had "been treed by his friends in England, 
was keeping school at Union Chapel in the Parish ot 
St. Catherine in 1836. Who THOMAS'S English friends 
were we are not informed. In the same year the first 
Church of England school was started in New Amster- 
stcrdam, and maintained chiefly by the Society for the 
propagation of the Gospel. ALEXANDER WRIGHT was 
the first Church of England schoolmaster in New 
Amsterdam. In the following year there were two 
public free schools in the Parish of St. Michael, aild two 
j|i the Parish of St. Catharine, all partly supported by the 
Colonial Government. 

Some account of Lady MiCO'S Charity, extrafted 
c^efly from the Jamaica Handbook will probably be 
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interesting to general readers, as well as to those engaged 
in the work of education : — 

The Institutions and Schools under this Charity were foundied in 
the year 1834 by the late Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton. The idea "was 
to afford the benefit of education and training to the black and 
coloured population of this and the other West India Islands, as welf 
as to train out of this population Teachers for their own Schools and 
the Schools of all denominations of Christians. 

Training Institutions were established in Jamaica and Antigua* 
and Schools in Trinidad, Demerara, Bahamas, St. Lucia, Mauritius, 
Seychelle Islands, &c. Of these the two Training Institutions and 
the Schools in St. Lucia only remain. 

The origin of the Charity is as follows : « 

Dame Jane Mico, widow of Sir Samuel Mico, Knt., formerly Lord 
Mayor of London, had a kinsman who was engaged to be married to 
his cousin, a favourite niece of the Lady Mico. They were to receive 
two thousand pounds on their wedding day, the marriage, however, did 
not take place. The story runs that the lady preferred an Ensign and 
eloped with him, but whether or not that is the case it is certain that 
Lady Mico's niece did not receive the jf 2,000. 

About the time Lady Mico lived, the middle of the 17th century, the 
Christian captives detained in Algiers by the Moors seem to have 
excited general sympathy, and from time to time persons of charitable 
disposition were wont to give or bequeath sums of money for the 
redemption of these captives. Lady Mico did the same and half of the 
;f 2,000 above mentioned was by her will bequeathed for this purpose. 

The clause of the will dated July ist, 1670, is as follows : *' Whareas 
I gave Samuel Mico aforesaid two thousand pounde when he had 
married one of my neeces hee not performeng it I give one of the said • 
thousand pounde to redeeme poore slaves, which I would have put out. 
as my executrix thinke the beit fcr a yearly revenew to redeeme some 
yearly." By direction of the^-Court of Chancery in 1680 a certain free- 
hold wharf and premises in London were purchased with the legacy ' 
and .conveyed to Lady Mico's executors. 

The Suppression of Algerian piracy and the release of all the Christian 
slaves stayed English benevolence and the question arose,~what was to 
be done with Lady Mico's legacy, which had increased from £1000 to 
over j(i 20,000 P 

Various plans were proposed from time to time, but nothrngwas 
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done until Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton in 1834 conceived that the 
interest of the money might be legitimately applied to the Christian 
instru^on of the children of West Indians, a purpose equally as chari- 
table as that for which the money was originally left. 

The revenue of the Mico Charity, amounting to over 
;£3>ooo annually, was so largely supplemented by parlia^ 
mentary grants that the trustees were able to spend 
about ;£2o,ooo yearly upon education in the West Indies 
abd Mauritius. In or about 1840, there were six Mico 
Schools in British Guiana open to the children of parents 
of all religious denominations, the parents being ex-. 
pe£led to contribute something if their circumstances 
permitted. But on account of the withdrawal of the 
Parliamentary grant for negro education, the Mico trus- 
tees were soon compelled to curtail their educational 
operations, and to abandon their work in Demerara in 
the end of 1841,— -the Colonial Government, influenced 
by the advice of Dean LUGAR, having properly declined 
to support schools not subje6l to Colonial control* The 
school buildings for the most part passed into the bands 
of the London Missionary Society. 

Whatever difficulties may have hitherto prevented the 
education of the great mass of the people were to a 
large extent removed by the abolition of slavery in 1838. 
The Blue Book of 1840 reports that * a strong desire 
prevails among the labouring classes to have their 
children taught to read and write, of which it is politick to 
t^ke advantage.' That this was the opinion of the plan- 
ters generally is proved from the fa£l that as early as 1840, 
evening schools were kept on many of the principal plan- 
tations throughout the colony at the proprietors' expense. 

Nearly all the religious denominations had taken up 
the viQtk of education in good earnest, with this r^^ult 






First Thirty Years of Schools, &c. 307 



that in 1S40 the Church o{ Engkfid had 42 schools ; 
the Church of Scotland 27 ; the London Missionary 
Society 27 ; and the Wesleyans 5. Most of the schools 
were so far supported by sums freely voted by the Com^ 
bined Court, the vote in 1841 amounting to ;£3*i59ii& 
The first systematic way of administering the grant was 
as follows :-*^The town schools and a few Mission ones 
received a yearly allowance which seems to have been 
entirely at the Manager's disposal. St. Andrew's school^ 
for example, got $500 for several years. But it was 
otherwise in the rural distri6ls. Separate parishes 
received grants in proportion to their negro population. 
Later oh, the grant in behalf of the country schools was 
administered by a board of Commissioners who held their 
meetings in the Hall of the Court of Policy. To this board 
the country schoolmasters sent their quarterly accounts, 
certified by their res|)e6live ministers, and received 50 
cents quarterly and per caput upon the average atten- 
dance. (Miss B. schoolmistress in New Amsterdami 
reported to the Commissioners that the total number atten* 
ding her school for the quarter has been 34, and the 
average daily attendance* is equal thereto, * which/ the 
Commissioners remark, ^cannot be the case.') 

The first Board of Commissioners seems to have fallen 
into decay. But a new Commission with power to 
enquire into the state of the schools in the rural 
distri^, and to frame a scheme of more eife6live 
public education, was appointed in the beginning of 
1848, of which Commission the Hon, Thos. PoRTER^ 
was Chairman, and JOHN LuciE Smith, Esqr., was 
Secretary. In some of his despatches, th^ Secretary 
of State, Earl Grey, deplored that the education of the 
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Colony was still in so backward a condition, and warmly 
advocated, not otily a more thorough system of public 
elementary instruction, but the propriety of establishing 
a normal school for the training of teachers, an industrial 
school, and a model farm. With, as we think, statesman- 
like prudence. Lord Grey pointed out in his despatch 
that the welfare of the country must for the future depend 
upon the manner in which the rising generation were 
trained to take their places and to discharge their duties 
as free and intelligent citizens. In another despatch upon 
the same subje£l he declared that preference in the way 
of Immigration would be given to such Colonies as 
attended to the instru6lion of the negroes, and that if 
this duty were not properly attended to, the colony 
guilty of the negleft would probably be left out of 
the reckoning in the distribution of imported labour. 
About the same time, the Rev. R. DuFF, Minister of St. 
Mark's, wrote a strong letter upon the subject. He 
^rgued that the system of education was utterly defective, 
that the schoolmasters were for the most part incapable, 
and that from want of proper supervision the returns 
enabling the teachers to draw the per capita allowance 
were in many cases unreliable. 

The work of the new Commission was quickened if 
not occasioned by these and other communications upon 
the subject ; and a new scheme of public education was 
presented to the Governor early in 185 1. The Com- 
missioners' Report being the first of its kind in the 
history of the Colony will doubtless be interesting to all 
who are engaged in the work pf education. That is our 
excuse for reprinting the following extra6ls : — 

As a preliminary step ol the greatest importance your Commissioners 
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recommend the immediate appointment by your Excellency of an In* 
spe6tor of Schools. The want of statistical information on the subject 
of Education is so severely felt by your Commissioners that they con. 
sider an Inspector cannot too soon be deputed to visit all the Sphools in 
the various districts of the Colony, and to report upon their condition 
and prospe^Vs. 

Your Commissioners would respectfully suggest, that the present 
per caput allowance for licensed Schoolmasters should be discontinued 
from the 30th of June next, when it is hoped the new plan might be 
brought into operation, and that after that period the funds required 
for educational purposes should be raised, partly by a colonial grant 
and partly by a local assessment upon the parents and guardians of all 
children, whether attending school or not, between the ages of five 
and twelve. This assessment your Commissioners would fix at 
$3 per annum for each child, of which $2 should go towards the 
remuneration of the Schoolmaster of the district, leaving $1 for general 
purposes. 

It seems highly advisable that a Central Board of Education should 
be continued, at which the Inspector should have a seat and a voice at 
its deliberations, but no vote, and that local Boards should also be 
appointed. These might consist of an indefinite number according to 
the peculiar circumstances of the district, and in the proportion of 
two to one might be composed of Elective and Official Members ; the 
former to be chosen by the school rate-payers, and the latter to be 
nominated by your Excellency, and to include one Minister of each 
religious body having a licensed school within the district, and also 
any Stipendiary Magistrate or Justice of the Peace resident therein. 
The ex officio members to sit for life or until they leave the district, and 
the others to be chosen at triennial elections, which might be held one 
month before the termination of the sittings of the existing Board* 
Occasional vacancies to be filled up within one month of their being 
reported to your Excellency by the Central Board. 

The Schoolmasters, your Commissioners consider, should for the 
future be licensed by the Central Board, and should be paid by a minimum 
of $350 out of the general funds of the Colony, and by the extra 

Your Commissioners are of opinion, that as a general rule, schools 
remuneration of $2 per caput out of the local rates before mentioned, 
should be established at or within a mile of every village, contain- 
ing at least 50 inhabited houses, and also in such other localities as 
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may be recommended to the Central Board by the Inspector of 

Schools. 

m * * * * * 

The question of the mode of Education to be pursued in the various 
Schools has engaged the serious attention of your Commissioners^ 
Except the reading of the Lord's Prayer every morning at opening, it 
seems to them that the education should be purely secular. One half 
holiday in the week, however, should be set apart for the purpose of 
affording the children an opportunity of receiving religious instruAion 
from the Ministers of their respective Churches, and the necessity of 
their attending Divine Worship on Sundays, according to the forms of 
their own several creeds, should be strictly impressed upon their minds. 

Public examinations should take place half-yearly in the presence of 
the various Local Boards and the Inspector of Schools, and prizes 
should be awarded. The expenses of these and the other charges inci- 
dental on keeping the school- rooms supplied with books, stationery, 
and other necessary furniture will, it is hoped, be met by the local 
rates. The hoars of attendance might be left to the Inspector and the 
Local Boards ; but the Holydays should be uniform throughout the 
Colony, and should consist of three days at Easter, three at Whitsun- 
tide, two weeks at Christmas, two at Midsummer, and the Queen's 
Birthday. These to be exclusive of Saturday afternoons, and of the 
other weekly half holyday set apart for religious instruction. 

With regard to immigrant children, your Commissioners would 
recommend that the expense of their Education should be defrayed in ' 
the proportions of one-third by the owner of the estate to which they 
may be indentured, and two-thirds by the general funds of the Colony. 
Their regular attendance at School ought to be made compulsory on 
the proprietor receiving the benefit of their services. 

The establishment of a Normal School for the purpose of training 
fit and proper Teachers seems a matter of the greatest importance, and 
should be immediately attended to. Your Commissioners would sug- 
gest that a Master should be appointed as soon as possible, to be paid a 
salary of not less than i/xx> Dollars per annum out of the public fands, 
and to have a residence attached to the School. The number at the 
Training School might be limited to fifty persons. 

Bearing in mind the number of Schoolmasters not at present receiv- 
ing salaries from the Colony, and who have to be remunerated, your 
Commissioners would recommend that the sum of Six Thousand 
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Dollars ($6,000) should be placed upon the Estimate for Educational 
purposes. 

The Combined Court confirmed the principles of the 
Report. All parties were of opinion that two most 
urgent desiderata were an Inspe£tor of Schools, and a 
Normal College for the training of teachers. The Com- 
missioners from eight applicants for the office ele6led 

Mr. George Dennis our first Inspe£tor of Schoolst 

at a salary of £s$Oy upon condition that Mr. DENNIS 
should proceed to England and return duly qualified for 
the work in January 1852.* About the same time a vote 
of $1,000 was passed as a salary tor the Master of the 
Normal School. The pra6lical difficulties in the way 
of establishing a School for the training of Teachers 
of so many se6ls were similar in chara6ter to those 
still experienced. The' late Bishop AUSTIN had pur« 
chased a building in Cbarlestown and fitted it up as a 
Theological College at an expense of nearly £^^000. 
This institution known as Bishop's College was con- 
verted into a Church of England Training Institution in 
1853. In the same year the Combined Court, in addition 
to j£200 for a Training Master, voted ten Exhibitions for 
the training of teachers, five to the Church of England, 
one to the Church of^ Scotland, and four to the 
Wesleyans. The Church of England students studied 
at Bishop's College, the Church of Scotland students 
were for some time trained privately by a clergyman of 
the church, while the Wesleyans were sent to the Mico 
Institution in Antigua. The value of an Exhibition was 
at first $100, but was afterwards increased to $150, per 

* Mr. Dennis afterwards joined the Consular service. He wrote an 
interesting work called, The Cities and Cemeteries of Etruria. 
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annum. In 1859 two Church of Scotland students were 
admitted into Bishop's College on certain conditions. 
Later on all the exhibitioners, 16 in number, were ad- 
mitted. In 1868 an annual grant of ;£2oo was given for 
repairing the building, and in 1872, the salary of the 
Training Master was raised from ;£2oo to £300, in addi- 
tion to which, the Institution cost another ;£4oo yearly, 
most of that sum being provided by the Bishop* The 
Training College, thus established by the energy and zea' 
of the venerable Prelate, continued to produce many 
well educated schoolmasters until 1878, when it passed 
into the hands of the Government. Its abolition was 
one of the afts of the governorship of Sir H. IRVING. 

But this is anticipating. The report of 1851 insisted 
upon what amounted to so-called secular education pure 
and simple. The Commissioners, however, were not 
unanimous upon the subje6l, while the Protestant 
churches were unanimously opposed to any scheme in 
which religious teaching did not occupy a prominent 
place. The Anglican Clergy and some of the laity, the 
Scottish Presbytery, and the Wesleyan Ministers, sepa- 
rately memorialised the Governor and the Court of Policy, 
and urged their respeftive views regarding the propriety 
and necessity of instilling moril principles into the minds 
o( the scholars through the medium of religious instruc- 
tion. The Governor sent on the Memorials to the Com- 
mission who resolved in the following polite and charac- 
teristic terms : — 

' Firstly, that the Commissioners having full confi- 
dence in the desire and ability of the clergy of the 
different denominations in this colony to afford religious 
instruction to the youth of their respeflive flocks, 
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must adhere to the principle laid down in their report 
of preserving a separation between the funftions of 
the Schoolmaster and those of the clergyman ; but will 
require a certificate from every pupil of his reccing 
religious instru6lion from the Minister of his particular 
persuasion.' 

In the report which the Commissioners sent back 
to the Governor they stated that their sole reason 
for prohibiting religious instru6lion was that they did 
not see how the Bible could be taught in undenomina- 
tional State Schools. After long delay an Education 
Bill on the lines of the Commissioners' Report was 
read for the first time in the Combined Court in 06lober 
1853. At the same time twenty five Memorials, including 
letters from the Bishop, and the late Rev. J. Ketley, were 
presented in opposition to the measure. The Inspec- 
tor of Schools had been his rounds by this time, and had 
become convinced that no system which excluded the 
Bible from the Public Schools would be acceptable to the 
people. The people associated their political freedom 
with the Bible, and entertained the idea that the attempt 
to keep the Bible out of the schools was in some way to 
undo the emancipation of 1838. Mr. DENNIS also 
reported that any attempt to tax the inhabitants for the 
maintenance of a purely secular system of education 
would be violently resisted. The bill was accordingly 
reje6led. And the Commissioners were instru£led to 
prepare a measure in which religious instru6lion should 
find a place, and in which the schools hitherto under the 
management of the various religious bodies should be 
recognised and supported as such. It was not till Feb- 
ruary 1855, that a Bill entitled, "An Ordinance to define 
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the terms and conditions upon which assistance shall in 
future be granted from the Public Funds for the promo* 
tion of Education/' was passed. It is amusing to note 
' that^hereas the Commissioners had previously recom- 
menoed a system of secular education, the very first 
provision of the Bill which became law was that no 
grant would be given to any school that did not provide 
for religious instru£tion ! 

The Ordinance of 1855 provided that the Teachers 
were to be arranged in three classes according to 
the results of an examination. First class school- 
masters were to receive $720 ; second cUss $400 ; 
and 3rd class $200; and first, second and third class 
schoolmistresses $540, $320, and $160 respe6lively. The 
provisions regarding school fees were curious and perhaps 
a trifle amusing. All scholars under eight years of age 
were required to pay 8 cents weekly, and all above eight 
years of age 16 cents weekly, to schoolmasters of the first 
class, while schoolmasters of the second class received 
only 8 cents and 4 cents weekly. There can be little 
doubt as to which of two competing schools having 
respe6tively first and second class masters would com- 
mand the larger number of pupils. 

Thus was our educational machinery at length placed 
upon that basis of Church management and Colonial in- 
spection, which in spite of many important changes it still 
occupies. 



APPENDIX. 

A few Extracts from Mr, Dennis* Report, Feb. X853, 

In general terms I may state that the schoolmasters in this Colony 

are, with a few exceptions, not only grievously deficient in attainments* 

but to a still greater extent in the educational training which would 
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enable them to impart such information as they possessed in the manner 
most easy to themselves and most conducive to the advancement of 
their pupils* 

In the Church of Enjjfland schools here, the masters are of all degrees 
of attainments and qualifications, from one or two who have received a 
Normal School education, and are as competent to teach as any in the 
Colony, to those who are utterly illiterate—unable to utter a gram- 
matical sentence, to spell a line corre6tly, or to write a decent hand. 
The same diversity exists among the masters of the Wesleyan schools, 
some of whom are among the best, a few among the worst in the Colony. 
Here the great want of a Normal School is felt. Not a few of these 
very men, whose intelle^ual attainments are so much below par, 
possess, what is invaluable in a teacher in this land, high moral qualities ; 
and a year or two's study and training would probably render them 
efficient masters. One fa£t that greatly affects the average character of 
the Church of England teachers, is the Clerks and Catechists being 
required ex officio to a£t as schoolmasters. This I pointed out in my 
former Report of July last as an evil, and subsequent experience has 
confirmed me in the opinion that it would be highly desirable to sepa- 
rate the two offices, and to allow the Clerks and Catechists to receive 
extra pay as schoolmasters, if found on examination competent to a6t in 
that capacity. 

The masters of the Presbyterian schools do not present such a wide 
disparity in attainments as in the cases just mentioned. A few are un- 
questionably very superior to the rest, and, save their want of acquain- 
tance with the modern methods of teaching, would take no inferior 
position among their class at home. But on the average they are, I 
think, higher in point of attainments, as far as I have been able to judge 
from my limited intercourse with them, than the masters of the Church 
of England or of the Wesleyans. Several cannot write well, or spell 
accurately, but there is not one so miserably deficient in intellectual 
qualifications as are to be found in connection with the said religious 
communions. 

Among the striking defe6ts of many schoolmasters in this land, is 
their wretched creole pronunciation, and their inability to articulate 
several of the sounds in the English language* These defeats, which 
are common also to their pupils, the masters are unable to remedy, and 
they become confirmed by the san6tion of example, 

I cannot conclude this subject without expressing my opinion that tl\e 
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system of Free Schools in this Colony is a great mistake. It is highly 
desirable that those parents who can afford to pay for their childrens 
education should do so, and very few comparatively are there in this 
land with whom poverty is a legitimate excuse. The negro will not 
value education for his child unless he pay for it. The higher the fee« 
the more regularly is it paid, and the more regularly does his child 
attend ; and in those schools where least is demanded, the most difficulty 
is experienced in obtaining it. The principle of Free Schools for this 
Colony is a false one. If schools niust be free, it should only be after 
the imposition of a rate for educational purposes. 

The usual method of enforcing order in the schools of this Colony is 
by the use of a leathern strap, sometimes cut at the end into thongs, 
which is more or less freely used on the hands of the children, according 
to the disposition and temper of the teacher. I have not unfrequently 
also seen it wielded still more freely and wantonly by a monitor. It is 
used indiscriminately for both sexes. Even in girls* schools the mistress 
has it at hand. Most teachers profess to employ it as seldom as possible, 
but it is pronounced almost universally to be indispensable, inasmuch as 
children who are ruled by their parents wholly by the use of the rod 
could never be efFe6tuaIly controlled in school by other means. In one 
instance only do I recolIe6t a master to abjure its use, and he had ex- 
perience for some years in a neighbouring Colony of the efficacy of 
milder discipline. In a few other cases, though the strap or rod is 
occasionally used, the ordinary mode of punishment is by detention 
after school- hours, or by the imposition of tasks. In one school it is 
the pra6tice to immure delinquents in a " black hole'* under the stairs. 
In one instance only have I seen discipline reduced to a system. A list 
of crimes and faults to be punished was suspended in the school-room ; 
the former, which involved offences against morality, such as lying^ 
deceit, theft, swearing, using obscene language. &c., were to be punished 
with a certain number of stripes on the hand with the leathern strap, 
according to the delinquency of the culprit ; the latter such as inatten- 
tion, idleness, disobedience, or want of cleanliness, were punished by 
detention after school-hours. 

The sexes are generally mixed in class in the schools of this Colony— 
often from the want of separate accommodation at other times, because, 
to keep them together, forms part of the system professedly pursued. 
In the better schools of the Church of England the boys and girls are 
kept separate. Also in the few belonging to the Church of Rome. In 
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the Presbyterian schools the sexes are generally mixed, and often, 
though at other times placed on opposite sides of the room* they say 
their lessons together. In the Wesleyan schools both plans are adopted, 
and to nearly an equal extent ; yet it is a leading charadieristic of Stow*s 
system, which is professedly pursued, to make no separation of the 
sexes in school. In the schools of the London Missionaries the separate 
system predominates, but I have not learned that its adoption is owing 
to experience of the evil effects of the contrary system ; and in those 
schools where the sexes are mixed, I have been assured that no impro- 
priety has ever been known to result. In fa6l, in only one or two 
instances in the Colony have I been able to learn that the separate 
system has been preferred in consequence of the observation of evil 
resulting from the opposite course. 
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Roraima. 




Translaiid from the German ofC* F% Appun^^ by H, L» Bayrhejfer. 

[AVING arrived so far on the 25tb of January 
(1864) the first thing I bad to do was to ere6l 
a hut for myself and servants, in which all 
my Indians assisted. It was built near the beautiful 
cascade of the Arabo-pu and was finished in the afternoon, 
so that I took up my quarters in it the same night. Its 
strudlure was very simple— it belonged to no style — for 
it was only a great palm-thatch roof coming down to the 
ground and divided by a partition of the same material 
to form two rooms, one of which was to be my bedroom 
and the other the general living room.' It was quite 
open in front and here my servants lived and here I 
constructed a rough table and bench. 

After finishing these my Cakota Indians declared their 
intention of leaving and going home. I accordingly 
paid them their wages and sent them away well con- 
tented. I was now left with three servants and five 
Indians, among whom were JOHN and his wife who bad 
accompanied me from Massaruni. JOHN, with Wey^ 
TORREH, an Arekuna who had joined me at Hana-re, I 
appointed as huntsmen ; the other three Indians under- 
took to skin whatever birds and other animals I colIe6led, 
in which operation they showed considerable skill. 

John and bis wife put up a hut for themselves in the 
forest close by and there also settled the Wako-koi-yeng 
Indian, MANUEL, who arrived with several others the 

• •« Untcr den Tropes" Vol. ii. Chap. 4. 
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same day and offered his services, which however I did 
not accept knowing him to be deceitful and not trust- 
worthy. 

The savannah in front of my hut looked like a large 
cemetery, for massive blocks of green jasper, turned black 
by exposure, stood up in long rows and most strikingly 
resembled tall monuments, statues and grave-stones. 

On the other hand the neighbouring cascade was a 
picture of verdant life. The cold water of the Arabo-pu, 
clear as crystal, fell over a wall of green jasper about 
eighty feet high, formed of even smooth stones as if put 
together by human agency. Over this the river ran 
through a perfe6lly even smooth bed in several falls like 
gigantic artificial steps. 

It was a beautiful picture. The clear shining water fell 
down over the pale green wall of rock, which, showing 
through, gave the rushing stream such a magnificent azure 
colour that one could not help gazing at it with admiration. 
At the foot lay mighty logs and tangles of floating wood 
brought down from the mountains in the rainy season 
when the river would be much swollen. From here the 
stream ran with the greatest rapidity between high 
banks, to join at two days' (paddling) distance the river 
Kukenaam ; this flowing tov^ards the west is swollen by 
the Yuruarie, also derived from Mount Kukenaam, to 
help make up the mighty Caroni and join the Orinoco 
near Puerto de Tablas. 

1 found the whole region so extremely interesting that 
I at once projedled a long exc4irsion up the Arabo-pu, 
which flows through a wide stretch of country at the 
base of Roraima. The savannah, where the ground was 
saturated with moisture, was covered with a multitude of 
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rare and beautiful flowering plants, of which I was most 
struck by the Befarias — the roses of the South American 
Alps —which formed great bushes and contributed to the 
unexampled beauty of the savannah by their splendid 
blossoms. 

•Along the bank of the river thickets of the magnificent 
Kielmeyera angustifolia were growing and covered with 
splendid, large, carmine, oleander-like flowers, which 
under the sun's rays dazzled the eyes with their brilliant 
colour — a splendid foreground to the ultramarine and 
violet slopes of Roraima that rose behind with its proud 
red and yellow glowing sandstone cliffs and silver 
water-falls precipitating from the top. Isolated rocks 
on the river bank were nearly covered with great clumps 
of Cattleya labiata (Lawrenciana ?) on the flower-stems 
of which I often counted fifteen or sixteen magnificent 
qlossoms. Among these the splendid flowering Cypri- 
pedium Lindleyanum also grew most exuberantly. 

While standing for some time on an old hollow trunk 
lying beside the river I was wakened from my musings 
by a scratching and scraping inside. I kept very quiet, 
and watched the entrance for some time until the pointed 
yellow head of an animal was protruded. It cautiously 
peeped out, and believing itself safe, brought its whole 
body from of the hole. It /was an ant-eater (Myrmeco- 
phaga tetradactyla) which lived in the hollow stem and 
was now going out to look for his supper, since no ants 
were to be found in his home. Unfortunately for him, 
fate had brought him under my observation, and as soon 
as he found himself in the savannah I jumped and tried 
to seize him. This however was not so easy, as on my 
coming near h^ defended himself so bravely with the 
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^harp claws of his forefeet that it was impossible to 
capture him. Then he tried to escape, but as he was 
not very nimble he could not succed in getting away* 
As I could not catch hold of him with my hands on 
account of his dangerous claws, I took my large gauze 
butterfly net and succeeded in shovelling him into it. 
Folded in this, without his offering the least resistance, 
I carried him into my hut and soon incorporated him 
with my menagerie. 

On my arrival home I found the Arekuna chief and 
several of his people awaiting me. He had brought a 
good supply of cassava bread and bananas, as well as a 
pair of new sandals, for which I gave him presents. 

The night was like the preceding, very cool, and the 
thermometer, which had stood at 80 degrees during the 
day, now fell to 64 degrees, so I had to sleep in my ham- 
mock with two coats and trowsers as well as a blanket. 
This chill was especially felt by those live animals I 
had brought from the hot plains, of which there died from 
the coldness of the night in the course of the two weeks 
we spent here, a large water-hog (Hydrochceris Capy- 
bara) a nasua (N. socialis) and the ant-eater I have just 
mentioned. 

Early next morning the Arekuna chief again visited 
me bringing a gully-gut (Galictis barbara) and the very 
rare black striped Nasua vitatta ot which this was the 
only specimen I ever saw. 

The Gali£lis barbara was in the highest degree wild 
and untameable, and in a moment after I had put him in 
a cage made of strong staves half driven into the ground 
had broken thro.ugh and taken to flight. He was, however, 
soon; caught aga,in by an Indiap, but in spite of stronger 
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fastenings succeeded in again escaping on two occasions, 
until at last We had to tie him. Even then he found 
a way of liberating himself the following nig^t and in 
the morning had disappeared leaving no trace. 

My hunters proved that game, especially birds, was 
to be had in plenty in the Roraima forests. They 
returned in the evening with three powis, eight marudis, 
four duraquaras and two acouris, which they had shot in 
the neighbouring bush in a very little time. Besides these 
they also brought a few Pipra cornuta which they had 
killed with the blow-pipe. This elegant bird, which is 
called Kerepika by the Arekunas, I only met with at 
Roraima; the male is black, but the female greyish 
gpreen, with the whole head, the neck and lower part of the 
thigh scarlet, as are also the feathers of the back part of 
the head, which are lengthened into two tufts that can be 
ere6led or depressed at pleasure. Another bird common 
in the forest of Roraima is the dara, (Chasmarhyncfaus 
variegatus), the throat of which in the male is naked and 
hung with vermicular fleshy appendages; except at 
Roraima it is met with nowhere else in Guiana. 

The Arekunas of the settlement, Ibirima-yeng, three 
hours distant, brought me every day large -strings of 
birds hung on bush-ropes, mostly Tanagra^ Pipra, 
Euphone^ Calliste and several others, so that my Indian 
taxidermists had to work the whole day and I soon 
obtained a respe£lable colle£lion. My mode of living 
in the hut at the foot of Roraima remained, with little 
exception, the same every day. At the same time 
however I discovered daily something new and interest- 
ing which was peculiar to the region* As morning 
dawned I rose from my hammock, and after taking 
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breakfast went to a neighbouring hill, where I worked 
at a water-colour view of Roraima* For this work I 
had chosen only the early morning from six to eight 
o'clock, for after that time the summit of the mountain 
grew over-cast with clouds which had lain in wait since 
sunrise on the lower slopes and then hid him for the 
whole day until near sunset, at which time he was again 
completely freed from the thick veil* 

After my painting was finished, I went exploring the 
neighbouring forest or savannah, along the banks of the 
Arabo-pu, accompanied by Cornrlissen and one of the 
Indians. The forest offered me rich botanical treasures, 
especially ferns, of which I found two interesting species^^ 
Schizoaa dicbotoma and S« incurvata. 

My estimate for the Roraima chain of mountains giv^s 
at least two hundred species of ferns, half of which are 
probably peculiar tp the region, and the remainder com* 
mon to other mountainous parts of Guiana, as the Humi- 
rida and Canuku Mountains and the primeval forests 
near the coast. The only palms I found in the forests at 
the foot of the mountains were Iriartea robusta, CEnocar- 
pus Batauai CE. Bacaba, and Baflris concinna, and 
near the top at the base af the cliff, 6,000 feet high, 
some species of Geonoma. The Iriarteas, standing 
together in large groups, contributed very much to the 
beauty of the forest, which otherwise in the dry season, 
from the many leafless trees, made a rather unfavourable 
impression. An immense number of trees, fallen and 
half rotten, which had been thrown down by violent 
storms reigning here in the dry season, were lying about 
in the forests, and my Indians had the task of cutting 
several of them in pieces daily to search in the rotten 
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wood for beetles or rare grubs, by which means I became 
possessed of a fine coile£lion of Coleoptera. 

From these excursions I generally returned to my hut 
about noon, and after a meal occupied myself with 
arranging and preparing the colle£lions made; this finished 
I took an hour's rest. Then, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, a real botanical excursion in the surrounding 
country was undertaken, from which I generally re- 
turned with some rich floral treasures. A bath in the 
clear cold water of the Arabo-pu concluded the day's 
work, after which I returned to my hut, where I generally 
met Indians of the neighbourhood with provisions and 
natural curiosities for barter. 

I was thus visited about the end of the first week by 
an Arekuna family from a distant settlement on the 
Kukenaam. Among the party were four young girls 
who excelled in beauty all Indians I had hitherto seen. 
They may have been twelve to fifteen years of age and 
were already completely developed, so well formed in 
their bodies, and so harmoniously proportioned in their 
limbs, as to have served a sculptor for models of a 
Venus. At the same time, their charming faces did not 
show the pouting lips and bottle noses of negroes and 
coloured people, but on the contrary the latter were 
those of noble Romans, and their small mouths showed 
the former to be thin and very little projefted. Their 
sparkling black eyes and raven dark hair completed 
their rare beauty, and in addition to this, like all Indian 
females, they had very small hands and feet like those 
of children. Except for their colour — which however 
was much lighter than that of other Indians — they could 
boldly rank with the n)ost charming European women. 
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I gave them presents of pearl beads which they ac- 
cepted with pleasure, and for which each of them allowed 
me one kiss, although they knew not the meaning of 
this ceremony as it is not known among any of the 
tribes. The Indians looking on burst into loud 
laughter at the sight. After the family, which consisted 
of ten persons, had remained for two hours and had 
satisfied their curiosity by gazing at most of my posses- 
sionsy they went off to visit the old chief in Ibirima-yeng. 

Both my coloured servants appeared to have been 
much attra6ted hy the female beauties, and, with my 
permission, accompanied them to the next settlement, 
from whence they did not return until the evening of the 
following day. They appeared to have been very 
pleased and from that time made similar visits twice a 
week, at which they wore their best clothes and curled 
their hair i la TituSy at the same time taking presents 
of pearl beads and fine-tooth combs for the young ladies 
of the settlement ; the combs were, sad to say, very 
much needed by them. Love was of course the reason 
for these journeys, and I did not begrudge them this, 
since they, without the slightest interest in the beauty of 
nature or their romantic surroundings, must have felt 
very dull. 

For several days I had intended to ascend Roraima^ 
but had been unable to get the Indians to accompany 
me until the morning of the 9th of February, when the 
old Arekuna chief Kaikurang arrived with twenty of his 
people and offered to ascend the mountain. My pre- 
parations were completed at eleven o'clock and I started 
wkh my people and the Arekunas, leaving only COR- 
NEUSSeN behind to take care of the hut as he was afraid 
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to come. I should have liked very much to have had some 
of the Arekuna girls among my followers, but the chief 
told me they had refused for fear of the cold nights on 
the mountain and superstitious notions, it therefore 
resulted that the wife of John the hunter was the only 
female among my attendants. 

Cautiously we passed over the Araba-pu, close to the 
edge of the water-fall^ with thick sticks in both hands to 
prevent our feet from slipping on the smooth slimy 
jasper rocks of the river-bed and save us from shooting 
down the cascade* The path then went along the bank, 
and up a very steep ascent, on the top of which was an 
elevated savannah covered with very sharp small pieces 
of jasper which soon played havoc with my sandals ; 
luckily, however, I had a second pair with me. The 
savannah was barren to the highest degree, hardly even 
a small plant being visible until after two hours we 
arrived at a brook which was a source of life to fringes 
of vegetation. On its banks stood thick stems of the 
handsome Alsophila villosa, covered with dense brown 
hair and short stiff leathery fans by which this fine plant, 
which grows also on the southern slopes of the Andes in 
Venezuela, gets the appearance of a Cycas revoluta 
rather than a tree fern. Beside these grew a multitude 
of Lomaria Schomburgkii decorated with similar stems 
and fans, but smaller in size. 

One party of twelve Indians remained behind here to 
set fire to a wide circuit of the Savannah as soon as we 
should be a good distance away, and then hunt and kill 
the deer which would be thus driven out. Meanwhile 
we climbed the steep slopes which were covered with 
savannah plants. Only the deep gorges which descend 
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from the top, and which are richly watered, are covered 
with high forest. In some places this extends over the 
precipices according as the soil on them is fertile and 
moist. At the foot of the high sandstone wall of Roraima, 
which rises fifteen hundred feet above the slope, exr 
tended a broad fringe of trees which differed remarkably 
in their gnarled growth from the lower forests. 

Our guides moved slowly upwards over the steep 
precipices until, after two hours painful climbing, we 
reached a height of about two thousand feet, and resting 
here, looked back on the savannah below. The Indians 
had set the dried grass on fire some time before and 
now immense flames shot up towards us, advancing 
rapidly and sending on ahead dense black clouds of 
smoke which rolled up the mountain \o where we were 
standing. To stay here longer under such circumstances 
was not to be thought of so we retired as fast as we 
could into a neighbouring gorge covered with forest, 
through which a clear mountain torrent rushed, and 
here we were secure against the fast approaching sea of 
fire. 

The atmosphere around us vibrated like the thin veil of 
a water-fall in front of a wall of rock at the approach of 
the mighty column of fire, which rushed towards us with 
deep thunderings and powerful roarings, turning every- 
thing around into an immense mass of fire in a moment 
At the edge of the little forest in which we had taken 
shelter it found fuel in the shape of tall grasses and the 
rank festoons of Scleria flagellum which grew up to the 
tree-tops. As quick however as the fire had approached 
so quickly did it pass, raging up to the summit of the 
mountain, fighting only with the grassy vegetation of 
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the savannah, as the trees were too fresh and green. 
Thick black columns of smoke rolled away from those 
places over which it had passed and hung over them for 
a long while like great clouds, out of which from time to 
time single birds of prey shot down with wild cries to 
the still hot ground to pick up those animals which had 
been burnt to death. 

The deep forest gorge wherein we had taken refuge 
was chosen as a camping place for the night because 
of its brook and the agreeableness of its situation. 
Here several banaboos were quickly ere£led and as it 
was only three o'clock in the afternoon I took an ex- 
cursion up the gorge. Meanwhile the Indians also dis- 
persed, partly to hunt and partly to colle6l for me such 
natural objefts as appeared to them rare. The brook 
came down in numerous cascades and its rocky banks 
were thickly covered with the most elegant ferns, espe- 
cially the beautiful Hymenostachys elegans, H, diversi- 
Irons, Trichomanes piiosum, T. brachypus, T. Ankersii, 
and many others of similar kinds, while tall tree ferns 
stretched out their feathery leaves softly vibrating among 
the trees laden With orchids and tillandstas, above v»4iich 
was a perforated roof of tender green vaulting the crystal 
cool water of the brook. For a long while I made my 
» way upward, following the course of the torrent, ciimbing 
over the rocks which filled its bed. The higher I got the 
thinner grew the forest until it became a thicket of 
matted bamboo and ended at last in the low vegetation 
of the savannah. Over this, blackened by the fire, I 
retraced my steps and found on my arrival at camp 
that the Indians had all got there already. 

Those Arekunas who had been left behind to fire the 
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savann^ah had, I am sorry to s^y, no success beyond 
catching six specimens of a small kind of Cavia (C. leu- 
copyga) which is called by them ^* Attu.'^ Considered 
as edible; the animal did not look by any means inviting, 
as it had a decided likeness to a large rat except th^t 
the tail was wanting. The$e six rat-like creatures were 
the only result of the day^s stag-hunting and there was 
ncdbing else to eat except cassava bread. The Indians 
praised their fine flavour, but this could hardly be de- 
pended on when their strange ideas of pleasant flavours 
were considered, however I ordered the six attus to be 
prepared for supper by my cook. 

Meanwhile I examined the CQlle£lions made for me by 
several of the Indians and found them to consist chiefly 
of plants, of which they brought only those parts 
of least value for the herbarium, entirely ignoring 
the flowers and fruits. When some fine leaves attradled 
their attention they gathered flowerless branches, and 
among these the magnificent Thibaudia nutans with rosy 
immature leaves, the elegant Weinman nia ovalis with 
tender light-green beautifully shaped leaves, Melastomas 
with red velvetty leaves, and so on. The most interesting 
things which JOHN'S wife had colle6led was that mag- 
nificent Rapatcae^ Saxo-Fredericia regalis which I men- 
tioned in describing my journey over the Membaru 
mountains, and the superb Utricularia Humboldtii with 
three or four large brilliant ultramarine flowers on long 
stalks. Not to discourage the Indians from colle6iing I 
put ail their plants between the drying papers whether 
they were worth anything or not, intending to throw 
away those that were useless on returning to my hut. 
After doing this I lay in my hammock in hungry expe6la- 
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tion of my delicate supper, which came quite soon enough. 
The cook brought me on a plate two specimens of the 
cavia, which immediately aifedled my nose, smelling as 

they did like old mouldy skins. Since however game is 
never as sweet as Eau de Cologne, I did not blame the 
meat for its pungent smell, but tried by breathing it 
several times to accustom my nose to it, at the same 
time direfling my thoughts to pickled cabbage (Sauer- 
kraut), cheese and other viands which smell just as nasty 
but nevertheless taste very good. Gaining courage from 
this I quickly cut off a piece of this odorous meat and 
swallowed it without much chewing. The Rrst bite did not 
give me the proper flavour, but the second piece which 
quickly followed it to the stomach did not remain there 
long. I jumped up quickly, and in the darkness of the 
forest, which seemed in unison with my feelings, quickly 
e]e£led it through the mouth. Although I had never 
eaten a rat, this meat seemed like what the flesh of 
that animal might be, its repugnant sweetness and 
penetrating skin-like odour affedling my stomach in such 
a way that the very sight of the cooked animals was 
disgusting, and I ordered my servant to remove them 
before I rfe-entercd my tent. 

I had finally to content myself with a supper of 
cassava bread and to put away the thoughts of my dis- 
gusting meal by a good sleep from which I was awakened 
towards morning by the arrival of a party of strange 
Arekunas, They came from a settlement on the Kuke- 
naam and had been attradled by the fire on Roraima, 
which could be seen at night from a great distance, they 
thinking on seeing this, that I was on the mountain. 
To our great joy they had some baskets of barbecued 
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venison, of which the greater part was at once handed 
to the cook. 

After finishing my meal I asked the Arekunas to 
accompany me to the summit of the mountain, but they 
decidedly refused. Their chief told me that it was only 
up to where we were, and not farther, that they had 
intended to accompany me, as their superstitious fear of 
an evil spirit, and also a mighty eagle which lived at the 
top and killed every one who approached too near, pre- 
vented them ascending the mountain. 

For a long time all my remonstrances failed in pro- 
ducing any effe£l, but at last, when my patience was 
almost exhausted, by a promise of rich presents, I 
succeeded in getting the chiefs consent to go a little far- 
ther upwards with several of his Indians. To cut a path 
through the dense stunted bush, which extends along the 
base of the high sandstone ^liff, he sent two of his 
boldest people, whom five of my Indians accompanied, 
all provided with cutlasses, so that we might not be ham- 
pered in ascending the mountain. 

That this day might not be passed in an unprofitable 
manner, I undertook a botanical excursion, ascending 
the steep slopes which lead to the summit, where I was 
richly rewarded by the rare plants which I found on the 
savannah, and skirts of the forest ; these consisted more 
especially of ferns and ground orchids, which covered 
the ground. Near the stunted bush, at the foot of the 
sandstone wall, towards which I advanced, were lying 
mighty blocks which had fallen from the cliffs, com- 
pletely covered on their tops with orchids. Besides the 
lovely Cleistes rosea I found in the crannies of the rocks 
Masdevallia Guyanensis, Oncidium pulchellum, Cattleya 
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pomila, Catdeya Mossix, Zygopetakm Mackaiiaod several 

species of Odootogtossam, Mjanthus and Epidendron. 

In contrast with these I foond on the moist savannah, | 

standing in great masses, the n^agnificent Saxo-Fredericia 

Regalis^ and another fine Rapateae, Stegilepis Guyan- 

nensis. 

Until late in the afternoon I remained in thisregion, which 
gave such an exceedingly rich treasure of plants, and then 
descended the sleep mountain to my camp in the guUy« I 

The Indians had again brought me large collections for 
the herbarium and again I found more than half of these |' 

entirely unsuited for my purposes. Besides these they ! 

had brought some live Cavia leucopyga. A sense of 
disgust came over me at the sight as they reminded me 
of yesterday's supper, hut meanwhile I ordered them to 
put them in a cage woven of Calathea stems so that they 
might be taken back to the hut, and form part of my 
menagerie, but next morning they had disappeared adtev 
biting through the bars of their cage. Fortunately the 
Indians who had been hunting brought in two savannah 
deer towards evening so that we had plenty to eat, and 
jollity prevailed among the people. The track-cutters 
had also returned from the summit of the mountain and 
had as they assured rae, made a comfortable road for 
climbing through the forest. 

Next morning, the loth of February, I undertook with 
the chief Kaikbrung and some other Indians a journey 
to the summit ot Roraima. Only the less superstitious of 
the Arekunas accompanied me, with the five in my employ, 
John's wife, and my two coloured servants. The weather 
was unfavourable in the highest degree; rain and an 
exceedingly strong wind made the steep ascent very 
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difficult ; and when we had clJmbed up for about an hour 
we {bund ourselves in a thick mist or cloud, which the 
storm drove before it with lightning speed. In ascend- 
isig the slopes I had to brace myself up against the might 
of the storm so as to save myself from being blown down 
one of the many yawning precipices which flanked both 
sides of the path. At last, however, after much pain 
and trouble, we reached a small plateau which stood at 
the top of several steep precipices, and here we took a 
short rest. Giant boulders which had fallen from the 
high sandstone wall were lying about here in chaotic 
confusion, their surfaces covered with a luxuriant vegeta- 
tion of the same orchids which I mentioned before, as well 
as aroids and bromelias. From the sheaths of the last, rose 
prominently the long flower stems of Utricularia Hum- 
boldtii with their fine ultramarine blossoms. Round 
about the boulders grew the great trunks of Clusias, 
Thibaudias, Vochysias, Gualtherias and Myricas, also 
overgrown with Tillandsias and Orchids. The rain soon 
ceased, but from the dark canopies of the high trees, 
great drops continually fell, uniting to form a small brook 
which flowed through the plateau and contributing to 
the luxuriance of the vegetation and the deep-green colour 
of the plants which overspread the ground. Behind thi 
plateau stretched the stunted bush already mentioned, 
fifteen hundred feet above which frowned in gloomy 
majesty the reddish grey, partly blackened sandstone 
wall. 

I cannot speak of the view over the country to the 
distant horizon, as the masses of clouds below us, driven 
by the storm, obstru filed the view on every side. To 
escape the wind, which was particularly rough on this 
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open place, we soon recommenced our march, quickly get- 
ting over the small plateau and entering among the low 
bushes. This was the strangest tropical forest I had 
ever seen, and which I met with only once again in 
South America, on the small ridge at the summit of the 
Cumbre del San Hilacio in the Coast-Andes of Puerto 
Cabello. Densely crowded together, the knotty twisted 
tree-truoks branch out from the very base, and then 
again bunch and fork one after another, so that 
with the creeping vines, ferns, scitaminez and great 
masses of Geonoina palms (Geonoma maxima, G. acuti- 
flora, G. arundinacea, and G. baculigera) they form such a 
close thicket as to be almost impenetrable to man. Com- 
pletely covered with white-grey and sap-green mosses, 
which hang down in the greatest profusion like long 
beards, the most charming ferns, the most beautiful 
orchid blossoms, and the brilliant coloured brafls of the 
Tillandsias peep out and give this miniature forest a 
most odd appearance. 

The whole forest rises amidst great mounds of debris 
from the sandstone cliffs- Gigantic boulders overhang 
each other, held together bv interlaced roots, often 
for short distances stretching over deep precipices so 
that a pass^e can only be made by climbing on them 
and on the tree tops. 

We camped at a fairly level spot intending to stay for 
the night. My tent was put up and the Indians built 
small banaboos covered with fronds of the Geonoma 
maxima. Drinking water was obtainable from a cistern- 
like excavation, thirty feet deep, where the forest over- 
hung a precipice. As it was impossible to get down to 
this we had to fasten our cooking vessels to bush-ropes 
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and draw the water up as from a well. Having made 
our arrangements for the night we started for the diffi- 
cult ascent to the base of the gigantic sandstone cliff, 
leaving behind the three Arekunas, whose superstitious 
fears prevented their climbing farther. After an hour's 
dangerous walking over the branches of trees and through 
long tunnelSy from the sides of which festoons of wet 
mosses bung, and from whose green vaultings cold water 
like that of a shower-bath continually dropped, we suc- 
ceeded in getting near the base of the cliff. My intention 
was to climb some of the great boulders which rose to a 
height of about a hundred feet at the foot of the wall, so as 
to get a perspe6iive view, which it was impossible to 
obtain among the bushes, but after arriving at the rocks I 
found my proje£); beset with great difficulties. Between 
the ground on which we stood and the boulders, was a 
gulf about five hundred feet deep, over which stretched 
a natural bridge about a hundred feet long, formed of a 
tangle of bush ropes, so closely intermingled that it was 
only through a few openings that a sight of the deep 
precipice could be obtained. The Indians carefully 
stepped over this natural bridge and I followed. The 
bush-ropes swayed to and fro under our weight but they 
were so thick and strong that it was impossible that they 
could break or tear away. Now and again one or another 
slipped so that his legs went through ; he sat down as if 
riding the tough ropes and could not gain his feet until 
released from this disagreeable position by some of his 
companions. 

At last the great boulders were reached. As the one 
I intended to climb was wet and slimy I took off my 
sandals and stockings at its foot, and then, with very 
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great difficulty, climbed up. Here I soon found the 
impossibility ot getting farther as the cliff rose almost 
perpendicularly and it was utterly beyond the power of 
man to climb such a wall. Seen from such a short dis- 
tance, it looked black and very porous, scaling oif here 
and there in long flakes of about an inch thick. The 
reflection of the light from the hollows thus produced, 
gave the brilliancy to the wall which we had seen at the 
distance when the sun shone. 

The upper edge as seen from this distance was a 
straight horizontal line, with great forks and points of 
the most strange shapes, and the magnificence of the 
scenery was completed by the fall of the Arabo-pu, 
which, with a thundering roar, fell down fifteen hundred 
feet and disappeared in the thick bush, to afterwards make 
another great leap before hurrying down into the plain. 
Forming the most southern limit of view, rose the 
gigantic obelisk-like rock Ibirima which with its point, 
excavated as it were, overhung in a threatening manner 
the steep mountain declivities. For thousands of years it 
may have been in this position and who can say for how 
many thousands more it will yet remain. The open 
space between it and the clifit is only a few feet broad 
and can be best seen on the south side of the mountain. 
A magnificent view presented itself to my eyes from 
this stand-point. In the far distance lay before me the 
strangely-shaped chain of the Humirida mountains, of a 
deep ultramarine colour, the highest summit, that of the 
Zabang-tipu being especially noticeable from its bell- 
shaped form. But what was that lying between these 
mountains and Roraima? Luxuriant savannahs, glorious 
woods, fine shaped hills alternating with beautiful valleys^ 
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through which like silver ribbons wound the nume- 
rous rivers which originate from the summits of Roraima 
and Kukenaam-*^the Kukenaam, Camaiba, Arabo-pu, and 
Cotinga. Andy all this in most brilliant colours^ which 
with the changing light, appeared more or less intense 
every moment. 

While I was admiring the magnificent panorama, the 
old chief came up and pointed with his hand to the 
south where lay a valley between low hills, through which 
flowed the broad Kukenaam. It covered a considerable 
area, but in other respefts was like all savannah valleys 
having nothing strange or particularly interesting. How- 
ever, to draw my attention he gave me its name as 
Beckeranta. 

I must have heard this name before but could not at 
that moment remember where. My interpreter, the 
hunter Wev-Torreh, told me that many years ago 
several hundred Indians had killed each other and were 
there buried. Once more I glanced at the far distant 
luxuriant savannah, the soil of which was manured so 
richly with blood, and saw that the country round about 
was indeed very charming, but considering the horrible 
butchery, less agreeable for the eye to rest upon. Wey- 
TORREH was eager to give me further information about 
this horrible affair, but I told him that this was not the 
place for it and that I would ask him on the morrow. 

On the top of the small plateau above the precipices I 
intended to make a sketch of the cliff of Roraima. For some 
time I remained on the top of the great boulder, coUefling 
a few pretty ferns which grew in clumps on the surface, 
then giving the word to return, my companions scrambled 
as well as they could down its slippery sides. I preferred 
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to sit and slide down by means of my hands as guides 
and brakes, but on attempting this my feet slipped on the 
moss-covered rock and I went down with the speed of an 
express train. By the impetus thus given, when I arrived 
at the bottom my legs instantly went through the bush- 
ropes and I found myself in a most uncomfortable posi- 
tion over the precipice, the prickly jungle only keeping 
me from falling. The Indians burst into loud laughter 
when they saw my disagreeable situation, but came 
quickly to my help and soon drew me out. My body 
was scratched in several places by the thorns, but 
the thing that annoyed me most was that I had slipped 
back at the same place where I had left my sandals and 
stockings, and kicked these indispensable articles down 
the precipice. Since I had not another pair, and none 
of the Indians could help me, I was put to the sad neces- 
sity of descending Roraima barefoot, which since I had 
never yet attempted to dispense with shoes and stockings, 
was a great discomfort, especially in such a place. To 
climb down the rocky surface of the mountain, walk on 
the sharp-edged pieces of jasper which covered the 
savannah, pass over the natural bridge of bush-ropes, 
climb the branches of the low thicket and then pass 
through the moist tunnels, were indeed no pleasant tasks 
that evening. However, at last I arrived at my tent 
with feet wounded and sore, and found the three Arekunas 
who had remained behind busy cutting up a deer, 
which they had shot in hunting below the steep precipices. 
Fires soon blazed underneath each hammock and the 
little tough legs of venison were quickly roasted upon the 
barbecues to satisfy our hunger after so much hard work. 
A cold wind blew, which drove the clouds about usi 
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pierced into oilr camp and shook the big drops of water 
from the wet palm crowns and the umbrella-like spreading 
tops of the stunted bush. The change of temperature 
between the hot savannah at the foot of Roraima and 
the height on which we found ourselves now was very 
perceptible, and the naked Indians lying in their ham- 
mocks were chilled notwithstanding the fire which blazed 
underneath. So cold was it that I could hear a strange 
sound of chattering of teeth which with the whole sur- 
roundings made me think of the day of doom. The 
howling, which helped to bring up this idea was produced 
by the loud noise of the cascade of the Araba-pu falling 
from the neighbouring cliff. 

Night came on and with it a still cooler temperature, 
which later sunk to 50 deg. Fahrenheit, and made me 
feel very chilly, notwithstanding I had on double clothes 
and a good fire underneath my hammock, which latter 
however the strong wind continually blew aside. The 
awful noise of the mighty cascade, the whistling of the 
wind which chased the clouds along the neighbouring 
cliff, and the cold, to which I was lately unaccustomed, 
prevented my sleeping, and much as I had been previ- 
ously glad to get a quiet night without mosquitoes, which 
on this height luckily did not exist, now this satisfadlion 
was altogether dissipated. 

At dawn next morning I was still awake, and giving 
up all idea of getting a little rest, I jumped out of my 
hammock and sat down beside the fire. Now and again 
was to be heard a deep sigh and a faint shivering with 
cold as one of the Indians sat up in his hammock and 
tried to stir up the dying embers of the fire underneath, 
or stretched his stiffened legs so closely over it that I 
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fancied the scent of roasted flesh was coming from tliem. 
Sometimes the owner of the legs had gone to sleep with 
them hanging down in this way, and sprang up suddenly 
like a grasshopper when the flame reached them or 
when they touched a burning log. Musing upon these 
things, I passed the time until the sun had risen, when 
the Indians, one after another, came out of their ham- 
mocks and prepared to cook our breakfast. I am sorry 
to say that my coffee was finished and I had to put up 
with the Indian substitute, thick gruel of cassava meal or 
arrowroot, very proper for little children of one to 
three years of age but of course unsuitable for me ; how- 
ever it warmed me considerably and made me feel more 
comfortable. A large piece of roasted leg of venison, 
with saw-dust-like cassava bread followed the babies' 
pap, after eating which we at once started to return. 

Before leaving this cold place a shrub having rather 
large dull green leaves and magnificent crimson bell- 
shaped flowers with milk-white centres, met my eyes, aqd 
I gathered some specimens for my herbarium. It was 
the beautiful Leiothamnus Elizabethae, very rare here, 
but more common on the summits of the Coast-Andes of 
Puerto Cabello in Venezuela. After much trouble and 
with very sore feet, I reached the plateau from whence 
I intended to sketch the great sandstone wall. But a 
view from here at this early time in the morning was not 
to be thought of, as a mass of clouds hung like a great 
pall over everything, covering up all below and leaving 
only the strange-shaped forks and pinnacles of the cliff 
to be illumined by the rising sun, which, according as 
the rays were refra£led, glowed with splendid purples 
and yellows. 
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The sun rose higher, the wind blew and comixienced to ' 
tear asunder the veil of clouds, their great detached frag- 
ments floated towards the cliff and united in lines to form 
a screen, until the wind reached them here also and played 
its daily pranks, chasing them swiftly along the great wall. 

I ascended one of the colossal boulders which lay 
around, sat down on the top and commenced to sketch 
the clifl of Roraima. From the tops of the high trees, 
saturated with moisture, which overhung the rock, great 
drops fell without ceasing upon me and my sketch-book, 
and rendered my work very difficult. Besides this my 
hands were cramped by the cold so that my patience 
was tried to the utmost. Remembering now the name 
of Beckeranta I called my hunter and interpreter, Wey- 
Tqrreh, so that he might relate the story while I was 
sketching — the story of Beckeranta, the vale of Kuke- 
naam, the grave of the murdered Indians which I had seen 
the day before from the cliff of Roraima. I give it here 
in brief :— 

Twenty-four years ago there lived in the settlement 
of Ibirima-yeng, at the foot of Roraima, a Piaiman 
named AVTACAIPU, who had, by his great cunning and 
fraud, become famous among the superstitious Indians, 
and was looked upon by them as a superior being. In 
his youth he had resided for some time in Georgetown 
and was one of the attendants of Schomburgk in his 
explorations of the interior, whereby he had acquired 
$ome knowledge of the English language as well as the 
arts, tricks and bad habits of the negroes and coloured 
people with whom he had associated. By means of these 
acquirements he managed, after his return to Ibirima- 
yeng, to acquire some influence over his countrymen, 
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but as this did not satisfy his great ambition he endea- 
voured to make himself chief over all the Indian tribbs of 
British Guiana. For this purpose he sent messengers 
inviting all of them to a great assembly which he intended 
to hold at the commencement of the dry season, at 
which he told them they would hear wonderful things 
and obtain the means of putting themselves on an 
^jBquality with the white people. They must engage to 
forget all their quarrels for the time and bring offerings 
to the mighty Piaiman. 

The fame of this man, who was only twenty-five years 
of age, was so great, that nearly all except those who 
were Christians accepted the invitation, coming from 
even the most remote parts of the country. Thus it 
happened that in this Kukenaam valley at the time 
appointed nearly a thousand Indians of all the Guiana 
tribes were gathered together. Here they erefted huts 
and waited the pleasure of the great Piaiman and the 
fulfilment of his magnificent promises. Every family 
brought presents of knives, scissors, looking-glasses, 
beads, salempores, ammunition, needles and other articles 
of value to the Indians, receiving in return, as charms 
to protedl them from the evil spirit, three small pieces of 
printed paper. These consisted of leaves of books and 
newspapers, including the Times^ which had been used 
by SCHOMBURGK for drying his plants, and were left 
behind at Roraima when that gentleman wanted to 
reduce the bulk of his luggage as much as possible — now 
the sly Indian knew how to give them a fiflitious value. 

AwACAlPU named the large settlement, in which so 
many different tribes had assembled in peace and con- 
cord, Beckeranta, an Indian form of a Creole-Dutch 
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word meaning ^* Land of the White" a name seemingly 
justified by the event. He had built for himself at some 
distance from the settlement a large double-floored clay 
hut with window-openings hung inside with salempores. 
Here he lived in the upper room, invisible to the crowd, 
and on the ground floor kept his harem of all the 
most handsome girls he could colle6l from the assembly 
without regard to the rights of their lovers. He was rarely 
to be seen in the gatherings of the people, and when he 
did appear was wrapped all over in salempores, only his 
cunning eyes appearing from the folds, threatening death 
and destruftion to any one bold enough to dispute his 
commands. By his orders drinking bouts took place 
every night for several weeks, beginning at sunset and 
ending with the dawn. During the day, the men, drunk 
with paiwari, by in their hammocks, while the women 
were incessantly occupied with the manufafture of this 
(to the Indians) pleasant beverage. Both sexes, however, 
united in the evening to pass the whole night beside the 
paiwari troughs, dancing and singing, when the two 
council-houses were specially set apart for this diversion. 
In this way many weeks were passed in the gayest 
manner while AwACAlPU was continually thinking over 
and maturing his plans to get all the tribes under his con- 
trol. At last he appears to have succeeded in devising a 
means- to this end, which was to include the murder 
of all those present who were capable of bearing 
arms. These, the most powerful and likely to oppose 
his pro]e6ls, having been destroyed, he felt con- 
vinced the remainder would easily come round- to 
his ideas, and to avoid the danger of delay resolved 
to carry out his coup d'etat as quickly as possible. 
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He therefore appeared suddenly before the people at 
midnight, when they were drunk with paiwari, and 
addressed them in a long speech. The Great Spirit 
Makunaima, he said, had spoken with him, and ordered 
him to tell them that he (Makunaima) did not wish that 
his children should be driven out of their own land by 
white men, to live poor and naked with the wild animals. 
He loved them and not only wished to make them equal 
in every respe£); to the whites, but even to raise them 
above the strangers* They would become rich, carry 
fire-arms instead of bows and arrows, have white girls 
for wives, and even themselves get white skins instead 
of brown. All who wished to obtain these advantages 
would have the opportunity offered them from that night 
until the one after the morrow, and those who chose this 
course must die during these three nights, one by the hand 
of another. The night of the following full moon the 
bodies of the slain would rise from the dead and come 
down from Roraima to their families, in colour and 
manners equal to the whites, and rule over the other 
brown men who had not gone through the same ordeal* 
With this AWACAIPU ended his murderous address, con- 
vinced by his cunning and knowledge of his countrymen^ 
that the result would be powerful and eff eClive. 

The Indians, in spite of their pride in their own capa- 
bilities, envy the white people in every respeft. . They 
never acknowledge, however, amongst others that the 
whites are more intelligent and that they cannot acquire 
similar capacities by pra6lice, but among themselves 
they admit this to be the case. And, it is especially the 
white skin which they envy, many of them being ready co 
give their lives if they could only possess it for a short time. 
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The crowd of Indians, however^ although they ex* 
pressed th^ir approval of the first part of this communi- 
cation, showed pain and terror depifled on their faces 
when they heard its dreadful conclusion. AwACMPU 
was quite prepared for this, and when he saw the whole 
assembly standing perplexed and irresolute, he re" 
proached them mockingly as cowards, and tried to incite 
them to a6lion by brandishing the war club he held in his 
hand. Then letting it fall again and again on the heads 
of those nearest to him, these one after another fell down 
into the paiwari troughs with cracked skulls, where their 
blood mingled with the liquor. Of this horrible mixture 
be now dipped a calabasbful and drank himself, after- 
wards replenishing the vessel and handing it round until 
not a drop remained in the trough. After that all hesita- 
Mon was gone, every fear was deadened, and there was 
left only a mob of wild devils of both sexes, young and 
old. Drunkenness and bloodshed having overcomeall ideas 
of peace and friendship, old hatreds began to come up 
afresh and tribal animosities to be revived. The almighty 
Piaiman had hitherto wisely suppressed these, but now, 
by his terrible example and command, they were given 
free play. From the walls, where they had hitherto been 
peacefully hanging, the mad Indians snatched their war 
clubs, and swinging them high above their heads, brought 
them down upon each other with terrific force. Furious 
yelling, frightened cries and low death rattles, now took 
the place of the monotonous chant of ^^ Heia, Heia !" in 
which they had so lately, united by friendship, danced 
round the full paiwari troughs, while AWACAIPU, having 
attained bis purpose, went off home and left the Council* 
bouse to his unfortunate viftims. The orgie of this 
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bloody massacre lasted until the end of the third night, 
in compliance with the supposed command of Maku-^ 
NAIMA, and nearly four hundred persons including children 
fell vidlims of their most horrible superstition and the 
mad ambition of a savage. Then, the gay drinking bouts 
were o/er, and the survivors hid themselves in their huts 
to wait for the fulfilment of Awacaipu's promise. 

A fortnight passed and the day fixed for the resurrec- 
tion arrived — the time of the full moon -the day when 
the Indians would be put on a level with the whites — ^ 
the day for the celebration of their great triumph. Im-^ 
mediately after sunset they began to look eagerly, and 
waited — waited through the long night — but never 
saw a single white Indian come down from Roraima to 
Beckeranta. In the morning, with downcast looks, the 
Indians assembled, and proceeded to the house of AWA- 
CAIPU, who quieted them by stating that the Great 
Spirit had ordered him to say that within five days they 
would be sure to see their murdered relatives rise and 
come to them as white people ; the transformation had 
only been retarded a little. But, many of them had 
lost all confidence in him and a strong party had been 
formed who believed no more in his communications, 
for which they had many good reasons. In the first 
place he had forcibly and against their wish taken several 
fine young girls from their lovers, and put them in his 
harem, and then the assembled crowd began to be tor- 
mented by a very powerful enemy, hunger. Such a 
large body of people living here for over a month had 
necessarily consumed a large quantity of food, and beside 
that had used up much cassava in preparing drink. Arid 
this cassava is the only vegetable the Indian cultivates in 
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quantity^ his staif of life ; all others such as yams, sweet 
potatoes, bananas, papaws, pine-apples, &c., are only of 
minor importance and therefore grown in but small 
quantities. Again, although the Indian can well enough 
endure privation for a few days, yet when this continues 
for any. length of time he becomes. very ill-humoured. 

On the fifth night after the full moon they all again 
assembled upon the hill to await the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of the Piaiman, who sat on a boulder in their 
midst. For the whole night they stood watching silently 
in anxious expeflation, biit the sun rose with AwAl- 
CAPU's promises yet unfulfilled. At last the crowd 
became impatient, and began to doubt his magic power ; 
low murmurings were heard, becoming every moment 
louder and more threatening, until at last they broke 
forth into a dreadful hqwl of rage. AWAICAPU rose 
from his seat, probably intending to try and quell the 
raging crowd, but as he did so an herculean Indian 
jumped beside him and brought down his war club with 
such tremendous force that the false prophet was stretched 
dead on the spot. The man who did this was my inter- 
terpreter Wey-Torreh'S father, who had taken upon 
himself to avenge the hundreds of innocent vi£lims des- 
troyed by the murderous Piaiman. 

Staring as if stupified the crowd beheld the deed, ex- 
pefling every moment to see the anger of the Great 
Spirit fall upon the murderer of AwAiCAPU. When, 
however, nothing happened, the people dispersed and 
went to their huts, uttering loud cries and lamentations 
over their murdered countrymen. Immediately after- 
wards the Piaiman's seraglio was broken up, and the half- 
willing half-unwilling inmates returned to their families. 
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while the mutilated body of its former master lay on 
the bill, to become during the following night a centre 
for all the hungry -dogs of the place. Nobody eD4uired 
after him ; he was dead, and his power entirely gone. 

Next day all the Indians left Beckeranta and travelled 
homewards, having, to their grief, at last discovered to 
what a tissue of lying and deceit they bad been the 
victims. Wev-Torreh and his father only remained 
at the deserted settlement long enough to set it on 
fire, and see that nothing was left of Beclceranta but a 
few haU-charred posts. Then they also departed, leaving 
only the carrion crows to dispose of the fragments left 
over by the hungry dogs. 

Thus ended Wey-Tobreh's story. My sketcli had 
been finished long before and the cold morning breeze at 
tliis high elevation made me shiver, 1 therefore descended 
from my stone seat, and hurried towards a fire which my 
party bad lighted to roast some pieces of meat. 

Slowly we crawled down the mountain, and with very 
sore feet I arrived towards evening at my lonely hut near 
the magnificent fall of the Arabo-pu, 
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Recent Atmospheric Disturbances in British 

Guiana. ' . 



By Samuel Vyle^ Government Electrician, 




I HE old time records of Demerara do not con- 
tain much information as to special distur- 
bances of the atmosphere, at any particular 
period of the year, though it would appear that thunder 
and lightning were the usual accompaniments of the 
change from wet to dry, or vice versa. Lately however — 
in fa6l since the laying of the Telegraph Cable to 
Bartica — disturbances of an exceptionally severe charafter 
have been noticed in the neighbourhood of Bartica and 
Her Majesty's Penal Settlement, at the mouth of the 
Massaruni. The rise of these disturbances is as a rule 
very sudden, being invariably the ending of a sudden 
heavy storm of rain, which breaks with fury upon a 
hitherto cloudless sky. The rain-drops have a most 
peculiar appearance, almost like partially thawed hail- 
stones. Now it is known that hail generates ele£lricity, 
and the condition of the rain drops referred to suggests 
the idea that probably a£lual,hail began to fall; but in 
descending from the higher and colder atmosphere, to 
our hot tropical one, it became partially melted, yet not 
sufficiently so as to entirely disguise its form. 

But, whatever may be the cause, it is certain that from 
June to September there are at what might be termed the 
foot of the hills of the colony, some of the most brilliant 
displays of lightning to be witnessed in any part of the 
>^orld. The Instruments used to proteft the Telegraph 
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Cables have been repeatedly struck by lightning, and 
the Telegraph Instruments themselves damaged. Oa 
Saturday the 4th Nov. 1893, about 6 p.m., an unusually 
heavy shower of rain, with lightning, followed by loud peals 
of thunder, broke over the Settlement. The darkness of 
the heavens was intense as if to afford a good background 
for the vivid display of the lightning, which for fully an 
hour illuminated the eastern portion of the sky. Looking 
up the river towards Kyk-over-al there was seen at first 
a dazzling forked or ordinary kind of lightning* Then 
followed the crisp sharp bomb-like explosion ; and after 
it a sort of wriggling, corkscrew like fife, which seemed 
as if it worked its way from out the earth, upwards, and 
died away. There was also seen — ^or rather indicated — 
very distinctly the kind beheld ail over the colony, which 
appears like a mighty bird-like glow of light, or flame^ 
behind the clouds, which flaps out three or four bursts 
of light, and disappears, only to re-appear at very frequent 
intervals, for a whole evening. But the most brilliantly 
beautiful dispay of all beheld by the writer, and never 
before noticed, was an immense corrugated ribband- 
^ike light which seemed to multiply itself over the whole 
expanse of the heavens, in a thousand fantastic forms. 
No harm whatever was reported as resulting therefrom; 
but in various parts of the colony damage has been done, 
though no human life has been lost. A cow however was 
killed during the past year near to a shattered Telegraph 
pole on the East Coast of Berbice. Along the Demerara 
Railway a number of recently erefled Telephone Instru- 
ments were damaged; whilst at Belfield, several poles | 
were split, and the bare copper wires melted. At Abary 
poles were also split, but the wire was not injured. No 
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damage has been reported in Georgetown, where con- 3 

siderable prote£lion is afforded by the large number of 
Telephone, Telegraph, and Eleftric Light wires. 

Very few buildings are protefted by Lightning Conduc- 
tor3, although the planting interest have gone to the cost 
and trouble of affixing Condu6lors to most of their Estates' 
ChimneyS) allowing them however to take care of them- 
selves, ever after. 

Magazines for powder &c., are in some cases fitted 
with Lightning Condu6lors, whilst some are yet ex- 
isting without them. The Lighthouse it is true has 
what appears to be a prote6lor ; but it is utterly 
useless, from the fa6i that the conne6ling links are 
insulated by whitewash from one another. Unless the 
Condudtor has a clear path to the ground, (where it 
should be attached to a good size Copper-plate, and 
properly embedded,) it is useless* As yet no harm has 
attended either of the cases referred to, nor the many 
buildings of prominence still unprote6led in the city. 
There however still remains the possibility and uncer- 
tainty. Will that uncertainty lead to a remedy ? 
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Chicago's White City: A Reminiscence. 



By Thomas Watt, Member of the Institute of Journalists, 




HIS paper does not purport to be a description 
of the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 — 
that unparalleled enterprise conceived and 
arranged by the United States of America in commemo- 
ration of the quadri-centennial of COLUM BUS'S discovery 
of the New World, and in the carrying out of which, to a 
successful issue, *^all nations that on earth do dwell" 
may without the slightest shade of exaggeration be said 
to have co-operated and aided. A full number of 
Timehrt would scarce suffice for a complete and detailed 
account of the aggregation of wondrously beautiful build- 
ings, archite£lural gems singly and colleflively, to which 
the poetic appdlation of " The White City" was given, 
and their contents. No ; that which I have been solicited 
by the worthy Editor of our Journal to contribute for 
insertion in this issue — pressed, I might say, at the 
eleventh hour— can at best be merely by way of a personal 
reminiscence, discursive and devoid of plan or method, 
of this unique and memorable Exposition, which it was 
my privilege and good fortune to attend in a professional 
capacity, as special correspondent for the colonial press, 
during well nigh a third of the World's Fair season. 
There was a British Guiana Court at this, the most 
notable international Show ever held, but at no time 
while it lasted was there ever a *' Guianese colony" in 
Chicago. Perhaps a dozen people all told went at differ- 
ent times from British Guiana to the World's Fair, and 
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I shall ever hold it in pleasing recolleflion that it was, as 
already stated, my privilege and good fortune to rank 
amongst this '* favoured few." 

Chicago is probably best known by the term " Lake 
City/' from the fa6l that it lies on the shores of Lake 

« 

Michigan. It is also sometimes called *^ Pork-opolis/' or 
" the Metropolis of the wild and woolly West." Distant 
nearly a thousand miles^ in round figures, from New York, 
it is the second largest city in the United States in point 
of population, wealth, and industrial and commercial 
importance. Chicago to-day holds nearly a million and 
a half inhabitants, and she is not yet sixty years old. It 
is a curious co-incidence that it was incorporated as a 
city in the same year as our own Georgetown — in 1837, 
the year of Queen VICTORIA'S accession to the throne of 
Britain and on the eve, so to say, of Negro Emancipatioain 
the British West Indies. But its original settlement dates 
as far back as 1779, when PoiNT DE SABLE, a fugitive 
slave from San Domingo, located himself there. The city 
in 1 87 1 was pra£lically destroyed by the memorable 
conflagration which consumed 17,450 buildings, render- 
ing homeless 98,500 persons, killing 200, and occasion- 
ing a money loss set down at the enormous sum of 
$190,000,000. To quote from an official guide-book of 
the World's Fair : — ^ One year after the fire many 
of the best business blocks in the city were rebuilt; 
five years after the fire the city was handsomer, archi- 
tecturally speaking, than ever ; ten years after the fire 
all traces of the calamity had disappeared;" There was 
a second fire twenty years ago, causing nearly four mil- 
lions damage, but the distri£l was soon rebuilt in a sub- 
sitantial manner, and whilst restored and revived Chicago 
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has been the scene now and again of labour and Commun- 
istic riots, the historians record with pride that nothing 
which has occurred served to check its wondrous growth 
and prosperity. Here let me quote something as to its 
situation I— 

The site of the business portion of Chicago was originally a marsh. It 
is believed that Lake Michigan covered at one time almost the entire 
surface occupied by' the present city. Beneath the marshy soil is blue 
c|ay, and underneath this is a quicksand. A leading engineer maintains 
that Chicago is built upon a crust less than thirty feet thick, and that 
the weight of the massive stru^ures which have been and are being 
eredted, may prove sufficient at some time to break through it ? The 
result would be a disintegration of the foundation soil upon which these 
buildings now stand and a general collapse. This view, however, is not 
entertained by engineers generally, although the crust theory ts 
admitted. Water is struck at a depth of about 8 feet 

^ On a substratum such as this, made-up land really and 
truly, are reared the scores of " sky-scrapers*' which have 
made Chicago renowned, ranging as they do from the 
13 storey Chamber of Commerce building to the giant 
Masonic Temple of 20 clear storeys above street level. 
Generally, foundations are made by pile driving and 
overlaying the soggy soil with steel rails crossed and re- 
crossed and filled in with cement so as to secure uniform 
pressure. The worst feature of Chicago is its Styx-like 
stream yclept the Chicago River, which formerly emptied 
iptOy but now by diversion flows from, Lake. Michigan 
a.nd divides the city into its northern and southern 
'' sides.'' There are between 300 and 400 churches and 
c|iapels, and it is the birth-place and home of DwiGHT 
L. Moody, the world-famed Evangelist of Moody and 
Sankey notoriety. It has 15 leading and 10 minor 
theatres ; *' the Continental Sunday ;" and the celebrated 
^'Stock-yards" in which huge shambles visitors may 
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any day, and every day but the Sabbath day, see live 
porkers slaughtered by the hundred and watch the 
various processes of treatment of the carcass ending 
with the inevitable pork sausage. Such, in brief is 
the home of the ^hustlers," which won the contest 
for the honour of having the World's Columbian Expo, 
sitioli. A New York journalist, a member of the staff of 
Mr. Gordon Bennett's powerful organ, told me that 
the sele6tion of Chicago was a huge political device — 
which, however, failed in its aim and obje£l, for the 
Democrats enjoyed the handling of the shekels and not 
the Republicans : he was also kind and thoughtful enough 
to acquaint me with the fa6t that Chicago had the worst 
water supply in the world, and solemnly adjured me, as 
I valued my health, sedulously to avoid drinking any 
unless qualified by a dose of good whiskey ! New York, 
to be serious, was emphatically '' down on" the idea of 
Chicago having the Fair. To the mind of all and sundry 
in the Empire City, New York — only and pre-eminently — 
ought to have been the location. My journalistic friend 
aforesaid assured me that Chicago was the veriest tyro 
in the art of handling crowds, '' whereas we. Sir, handle 
a crowd every day of our lives, have made it a study, and 
flatter ourselves we know how to do it." He was risfht 
there. New York can handle crowds. With her splendid 
street car system, her network of elevated railroads, 
and her mammoth ferries, she fills and empties her 
business quarters de die in diem with an ease un- 
equalled even in the city of London proper, the daily 
ingress and egress of whose multitudes is alike the admi^ 
ration and the bewilderment of every stranger. But 
Chicago won her spurs after all. There was a big 
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1^ attendance at the Fair from first to last, and the means 

\: of transit were excellently looked after. 

1^ I had my first glimpse of the White City on the morn- 

ing of May nth, from the train in which I had journeyed 

I from New York. There was a rush to the windows, and 

the white towers, turrets, and domes glistening in the 
light of that bright, crisp spring morn formed a welcome 
as well as interesting and pi6lure<:que sight. It denoted 
the near approach of the termination of a long over- 
land ride of well nigh a thousand miles. The *' Exposi- 
tion Flyer," covering the distance — 960 and odd miles, 
to be somewhat more exa6l — in 19 hours, had not 
been put on by the New York Central at that early 
stage in the history of the Fair, and both by that 
and the Pennsylvanian route 25 hours was about 
the average time taken by the expresses — enough at a 
stretch to make one feel desperately glad at the end, 
despite the much-vaunted comforts of railway travelling 
in the States. The New York Central and the Pennsyl- 
vanian R. R. Companies were working conjointly and 
into each other's hands, wherefore tourists westward 
bound could book by either route with the alterna- 
tive privilege of returning by the other. But the 
sole advantage derivable was that of seeing the country — 
on the P. R. R. you traversed the mining distridt of 
which Harrisburg and Pittsburg are the centres, and 
away up in the hills you saw that triumph of American 
railroad engineering, " The Horse-shoe Curve" : on the 
N. Y. C, you had the opportunity of travelling through 
the whole of the immense New York State, of seeing a 
little of the Erie Canal, the whole of the lovely Hudson 
River scenery, and Niagara from a Canadian as well 
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United States point d'appui. No redu6lion on ordinary 
fares could be obtained at the opening of the Fair— -nor 
indeed, did anything like a '< War of Rates" set in tiU 
long afterwards. There were several foreigners among 
my fellow passengers from New York to Chicago, and 
two in particular I remember— an Algiers merchant and 
his lady who were hieing to the Lake City in the hope of 
doing business in the Fair season, and, attired as they were 
in their gay Moorish costume, the pair were in all verity 
the observed of all observers at stopping places. Madame 
it was said was a Parisian born, but in deference to her 
swarthy lord and master she wore Algerian dress, con«» 
sisting of a dainty fez bedeckied with jingling gold coins^ 
a scarlet jacket a la Zouave^ richly embroidered with 
gold-lace, &c«, &c. The only other passenger of whom 
I have any lingering recolle6lion was a Hibernian 
who struck up a conversation with me in the sm(Aing 
car. He eschewed politics, he freely informed me, be* 
cause as the result of his practical experience, ^^ one party 
is as bad as the other ; ivery man jack, from the com- 
monest po^lis'man to the President, has his price ; so, Sir, 
I take no truck o' them at all I'' There is no '' class" on an 
American traiti, that is so far as ordinary accommoda* 
tion is concerned. But on the through rouies there are 
always WAG^tltR or Pullman ^ drawing room*' or 
^ Palace'' cars, for the use of which an extra charge is 
made, and it appears that these conveniencesdonotheloog 
to the railroad companies, who merely hire them, as well 
as the sleeping cars, as required, from the manufa6lurers. 
Presumably the system is a form of application of 
the great division-of-labour principle, and of course 
it tends to the maintenance of monopoty rates. There 
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are not two Pullman or two Wagner Companies, add 
hence it is that while the ordinary railroad fare from 
New York to Chicago is $20 one way, you pay an addi- 
tional 25 0/0 for the use of a ^ sleeper" overnight and I 
know not how much more for the privilege of luxuriating 
in a ^ drawing room" or ** observation" car during the 
day. Pullman's cars are turned out from a place on 
Ae outskirts of Chicago, the works and the houses of the 
work-people covering a large area and being known as 
|/ the town of PULLMAN, the entire estate being the 

Company's property. I remember a fine large model 
plan of the town of Pullman in the Transportation 
Puilding. 

Arriving in Chicago for the first time is calculated to 
vividly recall the feelings of a provincial Britisher on his 
advent into London. You are like one lost in a crowd— ^ 
if yott have no one to meet you, if your quarters have 
not been sele6led in advance, and if you have lent a deaf 
ear to the persuasions of any of the hotel ^^ agents" who 
usually board the trains as they are nearing the main 
termini. But as it is in the English metropolis, so 
it is in Porkopolis — the officials inside of the rail*- 
way dep6ts are the pink of politeness to strangers, 
and there is always a '* Bureau of Information" handy ; 
whilst outside the police are available and ready to post 
inquirers on what they should do or whither they should 
gOb In my case I fortunately had been able tocommand the 
good and kind offices of ourCommissioner,hence my course 
was simple, easy, and plain enough. All I had to do was 
to lodge my luggage checks at the Union Dep6t baggage 
office, and make my way out to the Fair. I say *' out 
to the Fair" because the Exposition grounds lay quite 
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away in the suburbs, a distance of some seven miles in a 
south-easterly dire£lion from the City Hall. From the 
Union De{^t the readiest method whereby a stranger 
could reach the Fair was by street car. It was the 
easiest because the nearest to the railway station ; but it 
was anything but the most dire6l and speedy. It was a 
horse car, and the stoppages must have been about one 
in every three or four minutes. At last, however, the 
wearisome ride ended, and a short walk brought one to 
the '' outer walls" of the Fair. I ascertained afterwards 
that there were seven points of entrance, including the 
two steamer landings on the Lake side, with, in all, 326 
turnstiles, 97 ticket booths, 182 ticket windows, and 172 
exit gates — facilities considered capable of admitting 
half a million every hour if the attendance were equally 
distributed at all the gates. 

The site of the World's Fair proper was Jackson Park, 
situated on the shore of Lake Michigan, and embracing 
533 acres of ground. Several minor buildings and 
special exhibits, however, were located in the *' Midway 
Plaisance," a wide strip of land containing 80 acres con- 
ne£ling Jackson Park with Washington Park, the latter 
described as " a beautiful gateway to the Exposition," 
covering 371 acres, and ranking as the largest of the 
^ lungs" of Chicago. In the two years' interval after the 
Lake City won in the competition for the honour of holding 
the Exposition, against New York, St. Louis, and 
Washington, the whole appearance of Jackson Park 
underwent a complete transformation, the extent and 
nature of which probably only a very f ra£lional part of 
the multitudes who visited the Fair understood or 
comprehended. This is how ^* CoNKEv's Complete 
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Guide,'' a semi-official Exposition publicationi describes 
Uie spot as at the close of 1890 : — 

^ The larger part of the site deilt with was a swampy, sandy flat, 
liable at times to be submerged by the lake. Other parts were low 
ridges, which had originally been sand bars thrown up by the lake. 
Upon some of these ridges there were trees, most of them oaks, of 
stunted habit because of the sterile and water*soaked soil in which they 
had grown, and the extreme exposure to frigid winds from the lake, to 
which they had been subject to a late period every spring. The idea 
was that there should be a system of navigable waterways, to be made 
by dredging-boats working inward from the lake through the lowest 
parts of the site, the earth lifted by the boats to be so deposited as to 
add to the area, and increase the elevation of the higher parts, which 
would thus become better adapted to pleasure.ground purposes and to 
be used as the sites for the buildings of the Exposition." 

This stupendous undertaking, together with the beau- 
tification of the made*up grounds, cost upwards -of five 
millions of dollars, and on the Exposition buildings there 
was a further expenditure of at least eight millions of 
dollars — a vast amount of money under these heads of 
outlay, sufficient to '^run the show'' here in British 
Guiana for say five consecutive years ; but the result 
was the beautiful '' White City" an adequate and merited 
description of which human language is almost powerless 
to convey. It was a magnificent sight when I arrived 
there within two weeks after the opening, even though the 
installation of exhibits still proceeded full swing amid th<2 
discomforts of a Chicago Spring ; the grounds had grown 
increasedly beautiful ere I bade farewell six weeks later 
when the Western Summer had fairly set in; and it 
required but little strain on the imagination to foretell 
how transcendantly lovely the matured floral and horti- 
cultural accessories must have looked during the Indian 
Summer immediately before the curtain fell and ^ Old 
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Glory^ was relu6lantly hauled down from the toweripg 
flagstaff^ atop of which it had floated for half ft: year 
over a 3ite and a scene unparalleled in ancient or modern 
history. For a while after my debui at the Fair over- 
coats for men and furs for ladies continued not only 
en regie but absolutely indispensable. Towards the 
close of my sojourn, the heat became sweltering, and hun- 
dreds of visitors were observable roaming daily about in 
their shirt-sleeves with their summer outer apparel thrown 
over their arms. 

Our British Guiana Court was located in the Agricul- 
tural Building. The Ethnological Exhibit under the 
roof of the Ethnological Building I had no chance of 
seeing, inasmuch as that part of the Show was not ready 
for opening up to June 30th. I will here quote the des- 
criptions of our main and principal exhibit as published 
in two of the Fair guide books. The ^ Official Guide'' 
had the following : — 

British Guiana.— Among its many exhibits are wood, minerals 
(especially gold), white and crystal sugar, and a number of boats used 
by different tribes of India (sic.) Also two huts built by an Arrawak 
Indian. Much space is taken in the Ethnological Section. There is 
a very creditable showing of manufactured articles illustrative of the 
suitability of some of the woods of British Guiana for fine furniture. 

^ Conkby's Complete Guide/' before mentioned as a 
semi-official work and issued by the ** Official Printers'' 
to the Exposition, the firm whose monopoly— or in World's 
Fair phraseology " concessionary"— rights effe6lually 
stopped the sale of our admirable Hand-book, was more 
corre6l and detailed, thus : — 

British Guiana.— The British Guiana exhibit stands in the north- 
west corner of Agricultural Hall, and forms one of the wildest but most 
picturesque scenes in the building. Huge, square cut logs, from trees 
that shot upward 250 feet in the air of British Guiana» form pillars of 
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the exhibit. Greenhart ftUJ and Mora—the hardwoods used in ship* 
baihiin|;-.the Koocahitra, the Wallaba, used for makiiig rum casks* 
and the beautiful crabwood, seen so often in furniture, are the most 
valuable exhibits. They are exhibited in tiie rough and after passing 
through the hands of the workmen. British Guiana is proud of her 
tr e es and maintains that her woods are still full of them. Besides these 
spedmens of woods there are logs of purpleheart, hoolooballi, tonka 
bean, locust, white and yellow satinwood, and towranero. Some 
curious specimens of buttress wood, which has no heart and looks like 
the shriTelled hand of a giant, are exhibited as stands for flower pots. 
British Guiana also shews her skill in making curacoa bitters and rum. 
Her preserved fruits are a speciality. In 1884, 250 ounces of gold were 
found in her gold mines. Last year the miners obtained 130,000 ounces 
and some of this is on exhibition. The prettiest part of the exhibit lies 
in the cases where some beautiful feather fans are shown. 

There was a third publication, a copy of which I did not 
obtain, but wherein I was informed we got credit for show- 
ing the ugliest toad in the world ! Commissioner QuELCH, 
it is superfluous to add, was in no sense responsible for the 
vagaries displayed by the guide-book compilers. Our 
Court was situated in the extreme of the Agricultural 
Building, not only on but almost entirely in its north-west 
corner-side. Entering from the north-west door, the 
visitor was confronted by the Liberian Court, next to which 
on the same side of the aisle came Curacoa, and then third 
in order, the B.G. Court. On the opposite side of the alley 
were Mexico, with a facade equal to that of Liberia and 
Curaf oa combined, and Uruaguay right opposite our Court. 
Then came a cross alley, separating our Court from 
those of the Spanish West Indies and Brazil, while 
further southwards stood Trinidad. Jamaica was located 
in another building, the Manufadlures and Liberal Arts 
Palace, associated with the latest World's Fair calamity* 
On my arrival at the Fair, which I have already 
explained was ten days after the inauguration hj 
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President CLEVELAND^ the British Guiana and Liberian 
Courts were the only ones of those above mentioned 
in a complete and finished condition. The Spanish 
West Indian Court was not ready for the reception 
of the public until the visit of the Princess EULAUA 
in June,, and truth to say there was precious little in it 
worth looking at even then. The whole appropriation 
seemed to have been expended on the pavilion itself, 
the exterior of which was designed to represent an 
arcaded courtyard, and the material used in the con- 
stru6lion being plaster the showers of thin white dust 
formed a fruitful source of annoyance to our Commis« 
sioner, who at length had to insist on the workmen 
periodically sprinkling the ground with water so as to 
mitigate the nuisance in some measure* As to exhibits, 
the Spanish West Indian Court principally consisted of a 
series of more or less elaborate showcases fillecl with 
varieties of cigars and cigarettes,, and these ''fixings'' 
seemed lost on the carpeted area. Alhambra-like out- 
wardly, from an internal point of view the Court gave 
you the impression of a first-class jeweller's showroom 
or the inside of a slap-up drug store. Our B, G. Court 
was an aflual and theoretical Museum. How Cuba con- 
trived to obtain so enormous a space for such a beggarly 
array a$ she turned out, was a standing mystery. Even 
with our circumscribed and altogether too limited allot- 
ment, Mr. QuELCH succeeded in arranging a show that 
was universally admired from first to last, but if he had bad 
a ground area equal to that secured by his Spanish neigh* 
hours, the British Guiana Court would have reflefled indeed 
the. importance of the '* Magnificent Province*" Mexico's 
agricultural exhibit was opened while I was there. 
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but I recoIIe£l nothing beyond the pretentious pavilion 
exteriors of the Brazilian and Uraguayan sections, 
and as to the last mentioned, a great deal of time 
and money was spent on a landscape view of Coto- 
paxi mountain, which panel painting dire6Uy fronted 
the main entrance to our Court. Liberia made a 
nice little display, and her Commissioner, a gentleman 
of colour, was exceedingly courteous and obliging to his 
visitors. He was accompanied by a coloured young 
man who a6led as Secretary. The curious feature of 
the Liberian representation, as it ultimately transpired, 
lay in the circumstance that it was *' financed" by postage 
stamps, but if the story published in a New York journal 
were credible really unbounded faith was reposed in the 
philatelical enthusiasm of the Americans, and the unfor- 
tunate Commissioner came dangerously near being 
landed ** high and dry" pecuniarily speaking, until just in 
the nick of time a New Yorker purchased his stamp 
stock in a lump. I never succeeded in seeing Cura^oa 
Court save from the outside. There was always a rope 
across the entrance way, and for all practical purposes 
the exhibit might just as well have been non est inventus 
up to the end of June. There were two life-size models 
of Dutch Creole peasantry, a man and a woman, stand- 
ing just within the entrance. I used to ask Mr. 
Quelch'S fa£totum when Cura9oa would be open, and 
the query grew at last into a regular, daily joke. The 
sole information procurable, however, was that the 
Cura^oa Government had only voted a very limited 
amount for the Exposition, and the balance after instal- 
lation expenditure merely sufficed to meet the cost kA 
keeping the little Court open a certain number of times 
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and the dates had to be spread over the Fair Season ! 
Such was the story ; I do not vouch for its accu- 
racy, and simply give it as I heard it, with the 
addendum that not once during May or June can I 
charge my memory with having seen the Curagoa Court 
open. Trinidad had separate forestry and horticultural 
exhibits, in addition to her showing under the same roof 
as ourselves. Mr. QUELCH told me he had been much 
pressed in the installation period to split up his exhibit, 
that is to say, to send his mineral colleflion to the 
Mining Building, and his woods to the Forestry Building, 
while the Women's Department cast covetous eyes on his 
rich samples of our Portuguese ladies' art needlework. 
But he resisted all temptations and all persuasions, with 
the result that, save and except the ethnological depart- 
ment and a batteau or two in Transportation Building, we 
retained " all our eggs in one basket," and beat the 
West Indies in regard to the comprehensiveness of our 
display. The B. G. Court was a veritable little museum, 
and its popularity and notoriety were unquestionable, 
the urbanity of the Commissionercontributing very largely 
to the attra6liveness of our se6lion among the Fair 
visitors. Mr. QuELCH was a persona grata all round— 
with the World's Fair officials, with his brother Commis- 
sioners whether from foreign parts or the United States 
itself, with the Chicago Press, and with the public. In 
this statement, I feel certain all the Guianese who visited 
the Fair will concur, and justice demands that it should 
be recorded in the pages of Timekru But my task is 
not that of ^ booming" either an individual or an exhibit, 
and I must get back to a reminiscent strain. Not being 
a sugar or rum expert, I cannot ^^ talk shop" about such 
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. .iiutter& though perhaps not so hopelessly ignorant as the 

'•:- World's > Fair Judge who was caught by our Commis- 

:>siotier intheafi ol classifying Guiana. crabi>oiltas.*'oil 

'from ocabeP' I ipay state, howevecvi that 4he Cuban 

.sacch^ne. exhibit seemed shockingly poor. Of sugar, 

; : I do. hot. think there was any from the Spanidi West Indies, 

and what Jittle runi was on view was, simply losttaaight 
.j.among cigar boxes. Talking of Cuban cigars. reminds 

jnev tbat Aowr and. then robberies were reported fromv^hat 

i Court} the plunder on. pne occasion consisting of eight 

...or; .nine Cabanas valued at a dollar^ each, indicative of 

!.. fine». exquisite taste on the part of the. noflurnal thief, 

.ior.thei peculations invariably took place., during, the 

.. jiighit#wben only^aiew members of. the Columbian Guards^ 

'.i(thb Woirld'S. Fair police), were left ia charge of. eacji of 

K tbe.seviBtral buildings. Trinidad, Jamaica,. and ourselves 

f.di&pl^y^ c^nct sugar, of course,, and of j the trio I 

I oUk|fed„ouri.;Show..|l)est. iThey. ed^hibited theirs ia boxes 

. or L^ss }ar$,r either or both» and Trinidad had irv..addi- 

ji .tioa^^soipe,. specimen . cane-atalks. . . Our. fugars, were 

^ .shown ii} open. saucers under a large glas^ case.,, in. ^ two 

.. seQtoasr one the> dark crystals manyf aClured, sp^^c^ially for 

-.the .United s States. inarket, and thc^/ other .th^. graded 

:.ifioe.jqttftlities sent to .the United. Kingdom. ).Thi$;was 

surmounted by a pyramid, of. rum. samples. /Nether 
. oL ottc. British West Jlndian . rivals at.the. Fair adiQpted 

a.iuetbod of this.sort. In that respe^i Mr^Qju^l^CH's 
. J plan c was. as/effe&ive as it was unique. U ,wa$ an 

objeft lesson^ and to .my. pergonal knowlisdgfi the lesson 

..served its. purpose, and. the obje£l. was disecrpednand 

, . noted. Not onet but several, Americans in..my a bfi^Mcing, 

sought to. have, an explanation- ot the.. division, oi the 
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sugai# sartiptes, and when they (tad got it fblfoWdd it ii{> 1^ 
with ' another query, ''Why doii^t we get this bca&ttflit 
clean stuff here ?*' Then came the ^ComftiiSsidflers* 
opportunity; and iii such instances local tead^fift in pai^' 
ticular may rely thatthe nail was driven right home. Wbd 
can/ordare; say tiiata word in season under those drcum^' 
stances, wa& not more powerful than a do^en- ^Hreaty 
arraiig^ments ?^' Louisiana, of course, had a sj>dsiaEl ' 
display of sugar, part -of her State pavilion being' made 
up of sugaf. banes and sligar in horizdhtally^iaid barri!fls 
with the \ends gtazed. But to my unpractical eye; the' 
produ^ looked dirty— something; in hue' between dtir 
dark and straw crystals: Anyhow, right or wro'ngjihc 
geneial itiipres^on I got was that consideHtig the rbagtli-' 
tude of the indbstry and its subsidy frorti the Unit<?d' ' 
States revefnue, the appearance of the prciidu6l as ex^ 
hibited was' hot in any sense comparable with that'dhown ' 
by the British West Indies. 

Our display of timber was very fine, and our Commis- 
sioner deserves praise for his handling of the exhibits^ 
in this conne6tfon. Mr. QUELCH'S mode of dtilizing the *" 
big 'squared logs of hardwoodis served a doubl<i pur^bise; 
It secured, on the one hand, a novel and effe£tive frame- 
work for the Court and saved the expense ot a pavilion, 
white on the other it brous[ht our commercially valuable 
timbers into a promiiience they would scarcely have 
obtained had they been relegated to the recesses of the 
Forestry Building. Trinidad had a small Court the^e, but 
it was swamped amidst the multitude of exhibits from the 
great lumber-producing States and elsewhere. In tbeeon- 
stni£lion of the main divisional buildings of the Fair; the 
material' called *' staff" entered very largely. But in 
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this respe6): the Forestry Building was an exception. It 
was made entirely of wood, and had a colonnade com- 
posed of tree trunks from almost every State in the 
Union. Among the interesting contents of this pi6luresque 
edifice — it looked like a huge chalet surrounded on all 
sides by a wide verandah- r-I may mention a seftion of 
yellow fir from Oregon 6 feet 4 inches in diameter and, 
reputed to be 700 years old ; a spruce cutting, 9 feet 
9 inches diameter, from a 300 years old forest giant, 305 
feet high, estimated to produce 180,000 feet of lumber; 
and a round sedlion of Californian redwood 14 feet 
in diameter, with a mark on its huge disc showing 
the diameter in 1492, the year ot COLUMBUS'S dis- 
covery of America, what time the tree had already 
attained the patriarchal age of 475 years! All these 
were very curious, but their interest paled, I think, 
before one of the exhibits in the Federal Building, 
as it was called, the stately and classic stru6lure put 
up by the United States Government and in which 
were shown historic treasures of the Washington State 
Department, Smithsonian Institute, War Department, 
Post Office Department, and others. Constru6led of 
iron, brick, and glass, and covering about 4 acres of 
ground, an o6lagonaI dome 150 feet in height, rose from 
its centre, and the most prominent obje6l in the spacious 
rotunda thus formed was a se6lion of the great Sequoia 
tree from National Park, California. ' The original tree 
was 26 feet in diameter, 81^ feet in circumference, 
and 300 feet in height, and the seftion of which I write 
was taken from it at a height of 20 feet above the ground ; 
it had to be hollowed out, and divided into se6lions aiid 
hauled by means of teams of sixteen mules each, on heavy 
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trucks built for the purpose, a distance of sixty miles over 
an exceedingly heavy mountain road. The seftion was 
sub-divided into 46 smaller seftions, some of them 
weighing 4 tons each, and eleven cars were required to 
transport the pieces from Monson, Cal., to Chicago. 
The total cost of cutting, shipping, and installing the 
se6lion was $10,475. There was a winding staircase 
inside, whence visitors could proceed to the top of this 
immense wooden mass, which looked not unlike the 
hull of an old-time man-of-war. It was in the United 
States Government Building that I saw a huge " Relief 
Map," of South and Central America showing the 
proposed line of the Intercontinental Railway ; and 
in the galleries devoted to exhibits of the ^Bureau 
of South American Republics, &c," I noticed a large 
colleflion of enlarged photo, views, embracing British 
Guiana, Trinidad, Martinique, Jamaica, the Bahamas, 
Curacoa, Venezuela, &c. Those of Venezuela pre- 
ponderated, and as to our own colony the pi6lures 
were confined to our immigrant population, represent- 
ing ** Coolie Musicians, British Guiana," " Coolie Belle, 
British Guiana," " Hindoo Coolie, British Guiana," 
'^ Coolie Magician, British Guiana," '^ Group of Hindoo 
Coolies, British Guiana." I imagine they were enlarge- 
ments of ordinary photographs, and some of thesubje6ls 
being rather familiar my idea was that the originals were 
the work of NORTON BROS., sent on to the Stkte 
Department by some thoughtful Consular represen- 
tative here while that firm of photographers was in 
business. 

Anent our timbers, it may be worthy of mention that 
a lumber-buyer for the Burlington Railway Co. once 
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visited fbe B.G. Court, took the naines of a lot of our 
polish^ specimen^ and volunteered the opinion tha'f 
be had never seen woods anywhere so suitable for' 
railway car internal furoisbings. 

There are a host of recolledions which crowd in on 
the mind as one writes — visions of how vastly delighted 
colonists with antiquarian taste such as the Hon. N. D. 
Davis and librarian RODWAY would have been to have " 
wandeted leisurely through the model ** Convent of La 
Rabidii^ exploring its wealth of Columbian treasures in 
the ^hape of portraits, maps and charts, dnd curios from* 
the Caribbean — 'of how interested go>ahead members of 
our Children's ProVeElton Society would have been 
to have seen the great model Cr^che^ Gymnasium,' 
and Kindergarten School which comprised the Childreh*s 
Building in the White City — of the strangely effusive 
" loyalty^* displayed by a republican city and commudift ' 
towards a daughter of the Royal house of Spain and her 
husb^nd^— the ''Infanta and Infante" as they were 
described on the invitation cards for a concert given 
in Festival Hall in honour of the Princess Eulalia-^ 
of the intense pleasure it afforded every Britisher and 
British Colonial to listen at that concert to the magnifi- ^ 
cent singing of England's great tenor, Mr. EDWARD 
Lloyd, whose " Cujus Animam" was a treat long to be 
remembered — of the strange •* World's Fair language" 
which came into' vogue, so that you beard one man invite 
his friend to *^ just drop down to Australia for a minute, 
therl we*lt go In at Spain and see so and so, taking'^ 
in France, Sweden, and Ceylon on our return— they're 
all 'in a cluster you know l** — but I feef that I roust' 
stop' here as Mr^ RopWAY tells me that space is 



frr.ir ^^j[~- ,"^^ 



»^, \'*j,» •»■»•- 



• \ 



1 . 



-. » ■ ;«'--( 



■ -.--T" 



■:'"V^. 



Chicago's White City : A Reminiscence. 371 

very limitedi and perhaps on a future occasion I may 
find ffsnfi, t9 X^mf .my^v^^jpfnis^eijce?^ of Chicago's 
White City. 
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Report of Meetings of the Society. 



Meeting held on the ijth July. — Hon. Dr. Carrington, 
C*M.G.| President, in the chair. 

There were lo members present. 
The President informed the meeting that himself, the 
Vice-President, and Honorary Secretary had waited on 
His Excellency the Governor and requested him to accept 
the office of Vice-Patron of the Society — the office which 
had always been filled by the Governor. His Excellency 
kindly consented and showed a warm interest in the wel- 
fare of the Society and matters pertaining to agriculture. 
He had promised also, with Lady Lees, to be present and 
open the Horticultural Show nes^t month. 

Ele6lions. — Members : Messrs. W. Gloster, E. F. 
Wright and R. P. Kaps. 

Associates : Messrs. C. Dowding, T. H. 
Trotman, Willis Bailey, William Peets, Arthur Ten- 
gely, A. H. Napper, E. Heyliger, H. O. Dempster, 
George M. Shaw, and C. H. L. Rudder. 
The Secretary read the annexed report of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, in conne6lion with which Mr. 
Bellairs gave the annexed notice of motion* 

Georgetown, July nth, 1893. 
To the President and Members 
of the R. A. & Cr Society. 
Gentleinen,-*By direction of the Committee of Correspondence, i 
have the honour to lay over copies of the Prize List of the Horticul- 
tural Exhibition to be held in the Promenade Gardens on the 25th of 
August next. Copies of this have been distributed throughout both 
town and country and advertisements inserted in the different news- 
papers, so that there is every prospect of as fair a Show as can be got 
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up at such a short notice. The Committee are of opinion that such an 

Exhibition should be held annually, when probably it would be mor^ 

successful, as people could ^ow flowers, fruit and vegetables for 
competition." 

The Committee are in treaty for bands of music, illuminations and 
other attraftions, which will no doubt add to the interest of the Show, 
They hope that the members of the Society will look upon it as ot 
special interest to themselves and do everything possible to make it a 
distind success. 

I have, &C.9 

J, RODWAY, 
Secretary, Committee of Correspondence. 

NOTICE OP IIOTION« 

'' That this Society will endeavour to make the Horticultural Exhibi* 
tion an annual affair to be held yearly about the month of August. 
And that the Governor be requested to place five hundred dollars on 
the Estimate to be distributed as prizes at the said Horticultural 
Exhibition. 

The Secretary also read a communication from the 
Agricultural Committee, recommending that the Society 
Subscribe the sum of two guineas to the Rothamsted 
Jubilee Fund. 

Georgetown, July i ith, 1893. 
To the President and Members of the 

Royal Agricultural & Commercial Society. 
Gentlemen,— By direction of the Agricultural Committee I have the 
honour to forward a copy of a circular calling attention to the extreme 
importance of the Rothamsted agricultural experiments, and the 
unexampled services of Sir John B. Lawes and Dr. Gilbert. This year 
being the Jubilee of these experiments an Executive Committee has 
been formed to arrange for a memorial, for which subscriptions limited 
to Two Guineas are being received. 

The Committee are of opinion, that considering the great advantages 
of these experiments to agriculture throughout the world, the Society 
should forward a subscription of the maximum amount, (;f2.2.o.) 

I have, &c., 

S. R. COCHRAN, per J. RODWAY, 

Secretary, Agricultural Committee. 
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lis reply to a question of the Hon. N. D. Davis, the 
Prt^fdient said he thought this would come within the 
province of the Society as encouragement to agriculture. 
He might mention that the Chairman of the Committee 
of the Puitd Was the Duke of Westminster, who was 
ils6 the Presfdent of the Royal Agricultural Socfety of 
England. 

Mr. Binnie spoke in favour of the contribution, and no 
one'6is^6tttftig, it was agreed to carry out the recom- 
meiifd^ti6n. 

The President said beforfe they proceeded farther he 
mtghl fifiehtioii that it would be a graceful condpltment 
to make Sfr John Lawes an Honorary Member of th6 
Society. Under the rules this could be done on a 
recommendation of the Dire6lors which might be made 
before the next fneecing. 

• The annexed letter from Mr. Quelch, the colony's 
Commis^ioiler to Chicago was referred to the Columbian 
Exposition Committee. 

British Guiana Section, Agricultural Building, 

Worid's Columbian Exposition, 

Chicago^ 111., June 8th, 1893. 
L. M. Hilh Esq., 

Secty., R. A. & C. Society. 
Deur Sir, — My former letters, and those that Mr. Watt has written to 
ihe papers, will have given you all in Guiana, a fairly complete account 
of matters in connection with our Exhibit, up to the present time. I 
mentron now a few matters that need consideration ; and 1 want, to one or 
two of them, as early an answer as possible — by the return of this same 
steamer (the ** Tjomo'*) if you can manage it. The first thing for 
notice is the 'question of the Handbook. In my last I told you (letter to 
Mr. Rpdway) that most likely it would be impossible to sell our cata- 
logues or any printed matter in the Exhibition. As it turns out, any 
such liiatter may be given away, but not sold, unless we sell through 
.the publishers of the Official Catalogues, who have a concession from 



.'i 



Report of SoGurrv's Meetings. 5x1 

^**— — — ■ I ■■■■ — ■ ■■ — — ■■»■ I. I.I. I I ■ ■ ■ ■-^■ — ■■■■■■■ .■_>..^.. ^^ ■ ^m 

the fair authorities. Thi^ough them, w« shouhi have, to give upt 75 ^ 
cent of the gross receipts, which is Qothirig but e^cesaivtp, and the total 
control of the sales must be be left in their hanidb. 01 course I havir 
not doDA this, Vd rather give the whole k>t away, ^s a rule j)hrottghqut- 
the Exhibittouy all such matter is being giyea away by \hfi countries 
coAceroedk A few that have advertisements suflicienli t^ pay foe the 
original cost, seU through the OiUcial Publishers, a^ the 75 per cent.- 
loss. At present, I am distributing the handbook through all official 
channels, to, the representatives of all nations and stgy^es^ also to. the 
editors and reporters of the Press, and to tho$»e oj^ 0M.r visitors who are 
particul^ly interevted in our thin^ or ask after tl^^m* I 9^ v^ 
giving theoi away to any ^nd everybody. Coiftinuing s^ I h»ve IiH^^u|;i. I 
im^gin^ abqujt \\aji the numbi^r will be thus dis^ibu^ed s^nd I cojild 
ship the othjcr half back to the colony to be so^ thj^re, either 49^^, or 
at th|B end of the Exhibition. The other alternative is to give tl^m 
aU Aivay, and thns spread information broadcast as to our re^our^es^ 
fbe latter pJLan I yrould advise; though tf^e fojrn^er w^uld l>ri^ 
back ^ pa^i^t of oi^r outlay— an important point, considi^rio^ th^t the 
handbook, has eaten up about $2,poo of our gran^. I <^wrait yojL^r ii;qi; 
m/^^i^te advice on tb^e. point, anid meantiine do. with th^ a^ I ha^y^ 
a^lv^dy st^ed. I xpay say tbait I have settled ap A^A'^^y^ ^^^P? 
CoQfipany account, and have the handbooks h,ere. Our ov^n C2^2il^guj^ 
is not y^ print^, 9>V'ing to the delay of the official catalp^ue* 1 ga^ye 
the flatter in to the Fair authorities in the beginning of Apj^il. l^ut we*, 
Uke many others, were left out of the First Edition, lyhich was yei^y ijd*. 
complete. The Second Edition, with one pajr^ in, is just being priotted 
and I have had proofs of a part of it. The numbering and method of 
cat£^lp^lng is so special, that it would be useless to print pur's separately 
unices? the 3^^s of nun^bers agree. This I shall be able to determine 
ijirhen our section in the official catalogue is finisfi.ed. All that I did in 
9ur Court catalogue ha^ really to be done over again. Of course, the 
cata.logu^ will haye to be given away. I am writing shor^ headings 
of tli.e various groups, so that whatever is done with the handbooks, 
this c^t^logijie wjll give short lists of our exhibits, with short explanatory 
headii^^ of each ^roiup of things, the whole being much more condensed 
tha^i^ I b^d intended. This of course will be done to ayoid ipcreased. 
expeiV^iture, since we shall not be able to recoup ourselves by selling. 

Not being able to sell the handbooks, will, as you will see, make 
a very great difference in the funds I have or shall ->have at my 
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^sponL We should have realised about $3,000, if we had siM 
them at 35c. per copj—and this I should have been able to use 
in paying letnm passages to Guiana of the Indians that yon maj send 
BPf and in paddi^ np and sending back whatever had to return from 
onar ezhibitSy also in paying for extra tight in Courts in storage of 
packing cases, and all the carpentering etc that will have to be done at 
the end in dearing op oar space. There will be hosts of small expenses 
at the cfese^ and unless I can get from you additional funds to go on 
with, I am not at all dear now how I shall stand at the end. Of course 
this diflknlfy isnot due to increased or extravagant expenditure — this 
must be home in mind. It is simply due to the faft that an expenditure 
of $3^800 was made from the grant, over the handbook, with the 
idea of its being recouped by sales. If we had known that the sales 
ccmld not be made, no doubt the handbook would not have been 
printed. More than this, while it is quite true that the sales of our 
thinrs will give me something in hand, this cannot be - till after 
Odober; and if I have to pay return passages on many Indians, and as 
'Mr. Rodway indicates, part passages here on their coming, from what I 
have in hand here, it will be a tighter fit than I should tike to run. Of 
course our expenditure here is not finished. The main exhibit in the 
Agricultural building is done with except for the payment of the man 
in charge; and I have to pay quite |ioo per month, owing to the laft 
that I have to arrange for caretakers from 8 o'dodc in the morning till 
la^o on most days, induding Sundays — with sweeping and dusting 
which are serious matters owing to the clouds of dust that settle upon 
everything. The entire Ethnological exhibit has yet to be seen after. 
The building b only just finished, and I am only able to b^n our 
sedion next week. We shall have a large amount of lumber and coals 
et&y to pay for and high carpenter's wages. The Indian huts are not 
yet put up, owing to the fa£t that the ground is only just bdng graded 
for us. The whole of that section has been terribly delayed ; and I 
could not do anything in the matter till things were straight. Of course 
everybody else is in the same boat. Our catalogue is yet to be printed, 
as I have already explained ; and many tickets to be arranged and paid 
for hereafter. I have some written and explanatory tickets on most 
things, but this is only temporary. Beyond these and the other 
expenses already mentioned, my own allowance has to come out of what 
I have, and some additional expenditure for the Indian who is with me, 
for the thirty dollars a month which the Fair allows for him does not by 
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any means cover his expenses— necessary ones. I am getting extra 

things (clothes) for him, for the warm things I got before are becoming 

unbearable in the heat of the Chicago summer. Judging by what.it is 

already, it is not difficult to believe that it goes up to over loo deg. in /i 

the shade later on. 

As far as I can judge now, you will have to advance me another 
12,000— the amount, that is, that I would have had in hand, had I been 
able to sell the catalogues and handbooks. If I send the handbooks to 
Guiana, you will realise quite |i,5o6 or at least |i|35o on them ; and at 
the end of the Fair, the things sold will certainly realise quite $800 or 
move. You will thus see that the $2,000 that you will send me in 
advanoe, will be recouped for certain, at the end— the only thing is that 
I shall want it in advance to go on with. 1 do not think you will have 
any difficulty in understanding my position— 1 have put the matter as 
clearly as 1 can, and not very briefly either. Again I will draw to your 
attention, that the desired advance is not by any means due to my 
expenditure : it is simply a matter of the handbook. 

As to the Indians, I have nothing further to add; I am now only wait* 
ing to hear what you have done. My last letter to Mr. Rodway or 
rather to the Committee will have reached you before any Indians could 
have been sent off; and will have put yon in possession of all informa- 
tion I could give as to what was wanted. The aboriginal Indians would 
be enormously appreciated and popular . up here, and the more the 
better, but unless the advance of |2,ooo is made, if they come, I am 
afraid I shall wish them at Jericho (that is to say Guiana) instead. 

I send four clippini^ from the newspapers to give you some idea of 
what is said publicly of us. From these you will see, from an independent 
standpoint, that I have done (as I tried to do it) my duty by the colony 
and its exhibit to the fullest of my capacity. Luckily I am quite well 
and fit now, but the accomplishment of the main part of my task, to be 
ready by the first of May, and under the conditions of weather and 
exposure through which I had to work, was only performed at a con* 
siderable personal risk. Doctors' bills and many cabs are some of the 
accompaniments that lessened to some extent the risks of exposure. 
Coming straight up from the tropics, the risks to me meant more than 
it did to others, and from the fa£t of coming alone, I had always to face, 
even when unwell from cold and exposure, work that others with three 
or four on the Commission could avoid. Many others did not suffer in 
*lie horrible weather, simply from the faa that they stayed in their 
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botefa, and left tliiiigs (or warmer times. Even o«w, nuajr exhibits are 
jut beinf installed, whicli sboold ba*e been KCompGsbed quite a 
montb or mare ago. The ootlbes I send jroa are from important jour- 
aab and papers-^he Chi»go Timtt of Maj 71b aod June 3rd. The 
Inter Octttn June 7th (special Illnstratcd Supplement) and the Bitsirtess 
RegUttT and Trade fmimal of Majr 13. Tbey give fairly accurate 
accoDDts: but as yon will notice there aremisstatements bere^ndchece 
which coald easily have been altered had proofs been submitted to me : 
but what these joomals write and publish, they diHi't submit, at any 
rate not to the persons wbo could get them right : and unless one spent 
a good bit, it does not seem that they will talceartidcson one';i own ei- 
hibits that one may put them right. If wc could aBord the expenditure, 1 
dare say, it would be better. We have had short notices in many other 
papers, but of little account. You hare already had descriptit^ns of our 
eshiluts, so there's no use repeating, but I will send photc^apbs later 
on. I may say however that it is immensely popular and veiy highly 
appreciated by all sorts of visitors, and 1 am quitesatisfiedM the result, 
as I believe you all would be could you go through the Court. Wc are 
howerer horribly crowded up for want of proper space. If pn.i5e could 
spoil me, 1 should return to Guiana, as mad as a hatter, owing to the 
very flattering remarks one bears from peeple as they pass through, vho 
have no idea whatever as to who I may be — unbiassed i^seivations I 
mean. Up to now, owing to very numerous calls on CommLisi oners 
for meetings at different kinds and attendances at various functions etc., 
and tbe long distances to be walked to and from the great buildings, 
I have had much less time in the Court than I should have liked ; but 
luckily this is gradually improving. 1 trust you will all know that to the 
beat of my power 1 am doing what 1 can to oui advancement. 1 am glad 
our Natural History features were (airly well represented. They have 
been an enormous attraSioa and you will notice the papers seize on them 
at once for illustrations. Questions i^ion questions are asked in all direc- 
tions about our sugars, gold, timbers. fibres, barks, etc; and I think our 
Show cannot fail to lead to real results. These have begun already, and 
many men of experience in timber, gold and forest produfta declare 
their intention of examining, and investing capital in our oclony. 1 
may say that I guard myself very clearly in giving information of all 
kinds, to give it as accurately and yet as fotcibljF as I can. False 
ideas and exaggerated accounts can do us no real and lasting good. 
Placed as out Show is, and in its pieseot Corm, it is undoubtedly a 
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fU«|fififibeht advertisement for us ; and no one ^ho coufd watcli the 
bbi&V^ (rf events here, idould i^ay anything else, I am extremely glad 
now, that, for the cblony's own sake, ft has made a represcfntation in 
the £xi:(osition. The Chief of the Department of Agriculture, in wht^h 
We are ipiaced, is always telling me when we meet that he regrets we 
had not, in the first, asked for proper space, and that he was unable to 
give me What I wanted when I came up afterwards. 

As to the exaA position as regards money matters, I will notify to 
the Hon. Treasurer, when I send down accounts in a few days' time to 
hi^. Touching money, I was horribly alarmed a little while ago by 
the suspension of one of the banks in Chicago to which I had trans- 
ferred $2,000 of our funds. In the Administration Building, in the Fair 
grounds, a branch of one of the large Chicago Banks was started in 
"May, under a concession from the Fair authorities : and as it wis an 
absolute convenience in every way, nearly all the smaller Commissioners 
transferred the whole or part of their funds to it. As it was under 
concession from the Fair authorities, it was pradically guaranteed by 
them, and when the main bank in town suspended, the authorities, 
as in honour they were bound to do, took over the risks and paid up all 
deposits 'from foreign depositors, There was thus no loss whatever to 
any one, though at first there was a good deal of anxiety and delay. 
The amount, I transferred to the First National Bank of Chicago*- 
which is the first National Bank in the city. As an instance of the 
other worries that arise, I may tell you we are always having glass in 
the cases broken by people leaning on them in spite of labels that bejg 
them not to do so ; and worst of all, the other morning, the man in 
cleaning dust from a set of large bottles with starch and seeds, etc., that 
were wired together, pulled a lot of them down accidentally on the big 
glass case underneath. Luckily, unfortunate as it was, the damage was 
not very great, though it has led to new glass for the case, new bottles 
fOr the seeds, and caused the Court to be partially closed. It was a 
dreadful trial for my temper though, for that very afternoon, the late 
Governor of New South Wales, the Earl of Jersey, was coming to look 
us over. 

Just lately too, there has been a difficulty in the matter of awards. 
All the European countries, on account of the system that was being 
enforced by the Committee on awards, in spite of renewed protests, 
dedared all their exhibits out of competition ; and as a matter of prin- 
ciple, British Guiana was also so declared : with the idea of compelling 
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the Fair authorities to change or modify their system. Brazil, Japan, 
etc., also joined. Since then modifications have been made on both 
sides, Mid matters bid fair to be settled satisfactorily, and of course we 
shall be in competition again. The responsibility was great ; but it 
was a matter of backing up other countries to whom it mattered largely. 
To put you in touch with everything would take a book, so please 
excuse more and trust me to do the best that I can in all that pertains 
to my duties. 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. J. QUELCH. 

The thanks of the Society were accorded for the 
following donations :— - 

To the library, — from Ven. Archdeacon Farrar, Revd. 
Samuel Clarke's Sermons Vol. 2, i734> Dr. Isaac 
Barrow's Works 3 Vols., 1687 ; from Mr. Boxill, Bar- 
badosi Rules and Prize-Lists of Barbados Agricultural 
Society. 

To the Museum,— from Dr. F. H. Anderson, Turkish, 
Egyptian, and old Greek coins, a Mummied Hawk from 
Thebes; from Mr. H. I. Perkins, Ammonites ; from Mr. 
J. A. P. Bowhi^l, Cordyceps sphingium ; from C. A. 
Lloyd, Salt Earth from Pirara. 

The Assistant Secretary explained that the earth from 
the Pirara savannah was up to the last few years utilised 
as a source for salt by the Macusis, and spoke of the 
bearing of this on the fable of Lake Parima. 

The President stated that the next le6lure would be 
delivered on the 24th of July by the Hon. E. C. Luard 
and Mr. S. M. Bellairs. The subje6): would be " The 
Stately Homes of England," illustrated with lantern 
views by Mr, Luard and descriptive sketches by Mr. 
Bellairs. 

Mr. Rockliife stated that with permission of the 
meeting he would like to make a recommendation. 
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Mention bad already been made of tbe poorness of the 
few exhibits of the colony at the Imperial Institute and 
be would therefore propose that 

^* At the close of the Chicago Exhibition such of the 
exhibits as may be thought suitable, as well as other 
individual exhibits from the colony as may be acquired 
by purchase or gift, shall be sent to the Imperial Institute ; 
and that Mr. Quelch's Commission be extended for the 
purpose of arranging the same before handing it over to 
the Institute authorities.'' 

After some discussion this was referred to the Exposi- 
tion Committee as well as to that of the Imperial 
Institute. 

The meeting then terminated. 



Meeting held on the loth of August. — Hon, A. Weber, 
Vice-Presidentj in the chair. 

There were 9 members present. 
Eleflions. — Members : Mr. Stewart Gardner and Revd. 
G. W. Andrews. 

Associates: Messrs. A. B. L. Belgrave 

and A. McBeith. 

His Excellency Sir Charles Cameron Lees and Sir 

John B. Lawes were proposed as Honorary Members by 

the Dirediors, to be elefled at the next meeting in 

accordance with the bye-laws. 

Mr. S. M- Bellairs brought forward his motion, of 
which due notice had been given, that the Society en* 
deavour to have an annual Horticultural Show, and to 
this end ask the Governor to place on the estimate the 
sum of five hundred dollars for prizes. 

In moving the resolution Mr. Bellairs said that since 
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be bad entered the room he had been advised to postpone 
his motion until the result of the coming Show of the 
25th inst* was seen. But he did not see the necessity 
for postponing it, but on the contrary saw the desirability 
of bringing it forward now as a hint to exhibitors at 
the present Show. He then went on to speak of the 
scarcity of good fruit and vegetables in the colony, and 
the necessity for a regular impetus being given to their 
culture. 

Mr. F. A. Conyers seconded the motion, at the same 
time remarking that he thought it would have been 
better brought forward when the result of the present 
attempt was known. Mr. Thomas Daly and Mr. Watt 
also spoke to similar efFe6l. 

After some further discussion Mr. Bellairs agreed to 
allow the motion to stand over until the next meeting. 

The Assistant Secretary read the following letter from 
Mr. Quelch : — 

Chica£;o, July 8th> 1893. 
L. M. Hill, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary R. A. & C. Society. 

Dear Sir,- - 1 am still awaiting information as to what a6tion the 
Society advises as regards the handbooks : but meantime I write for 
report. I have received notification through Mr. Rodway that the 
Indians are not to come : and considering the matter trom all points of 
view I think this is the best thing to settle upon. Our expenditure has 
necessarily been very great, and the sending and looking after a set of 
Indians might have cost us a good deal more than was anticipated. If 
we had had sufficient funds to bear all cost, no doubt our Indians being 
here would have been a good advertisement. As it is, however, the 
British Guiana section advertised itself. It is a very popular Court, and 
is always crowded with people from opening to close, and this has been 
the record of each day since the opening. People from quite distant 
places come to our section, h4ving heard through others that it is one 
of the chief things to see ; and frequent detailed enquiries are made by 
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visitors of importance, concerning our exhibits, and colony, and its 
capabilities -as regards sugar, fruit, timber, fibres, gold, etc, etc. I 
cannot help believing that substantial good will result in our repreften« 
tation at this exhibition. I have given references to many of our local 
firms for articles of different kinds ; and time upon time, merchants and 
others wait upon me to get detailed information as to our trade, &c. Our 
high grade sugars attrad a lot of attention and the white sugars of 
plantation Perseverance particularly have called forth special enquiries. 
One merchant is very strong on this sugar, believing that there might 
be a very large trade in it if the protective duties were done away with, 
and he thinks that with the reciprocity treaty between two countries, 
this point ought to be secured. 

As you will see from the various clippings I have sent, the newspapers 
give us very good notices— free of all charge^not only papers of 
Chicago, but also.of Canada and New York. One of the extracts i 
send is from the New York journal of Commerce and Bulletin, one of 
the greatest, if not the greatest of the American trade Journals. The 
Business Register and Trade journal of Chicago, and the North- Western 
Lumberman have also given us good accounts. The worst of all these 
accounts is that theie are little inaccuracies in most of them, but as 
they never submit proofs of what they write, there are no chances of ^ 
correcting. We are thus being fairly well advertised ; and not the 
least effective way is hy my prompt attendance at all sorts of functions, 
lunches, dinners, banquets, receptions, and meetings where Commis- 
.' siohers are invited, for wherever I go the papers of course note the 
attendance, and British Guiana is thus noticed. More than this 
my name has been specially in the papers here as Commissioner 
tor British Guiana over three separate exhibition matters. In 
the first, over the failure of the branch bank opened under the 
auspices of the Administration of the Fair, I expressed the opinion 
pretty strongly that the Administration were responsible for the 
funds deposited under their guarantee, the papers took it up, with 
the result that the Administration paid up our deposits and took 1 

over the liabilities, as in honour they were bound to do. The second 
time, over the Jury of Awards of which you have been already advised ; 
and thirdly over the recent arrest of one of the Foreign Commissioners 
owing to the stupidity of a guard. In all these matters the Conimis* 
sioners support one another, and the papers publish everything ; and we ^ 

got the advertisement by their specially recording the opinion of 
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{•J* Qnelch, the Commissioner for B* G. I mention all these Uttk 
things to shew yon that I try to be as much alive as possible to our 
interests. Another matter that I must mention is the insertion of a 
page advertisement in the large illustrated magazine of the Fair, known 
as the "World's Columbian Exposition Illustrated/ The charge is 
ISOOa but I got it for $250, in the July issue. They give a general 
account of the exhibit and a large illustration if desired. Some of the 
Commissioners have their photos, inserted as part of it, but it seemed 
to me to be taking advantage of one's position* and I had a good view 
of our Court with a good clear account of the B. G. Exhibit sol^y;, 
The view comes out very well, but it was impossible to shew everything. 
I have ordered 100 copies to be sent to you for distribution to the 
papers, and the Exhibition Committee, and the others who hdped 
towards the success of our se^on— but of course the Directors of 
the Exhibition Committee will distribute them as they deem best* 
The only proviso is that a copy be sent to His Excellency the 
Governor, and to the Government Secretary^when they arrive. I 
have only just given the order so that they may not reach you for some 
time. The expense of the advertisement is heavy, but others places 
are doing it* and I believe it will pay— besides* as our Indians are not 
coming up I judged that it would be a wise investment of part of 
the money that would otherwise have been spent on them. I am 
writing details of expenditure for the Government to Mr. Conyers, the 
Treasurer ; and I am asking that the remaining funds in the hands of 
the Committee be sent me. I think they have another |8oo and as 
there will be no further calls for it in B. Guiana, it ought to be put on 
the funds here. As I have to go over all such matters in my letter to 
Mr. Conyers, there is no good in doing it here, and 1 therefore refer the 
officers who have interest in the matter to Mr. Conyers. Our ex- 
penditure here is by no means finished ; the Ethnological SeQion is 
only just being arranged, the building being at last ready for work. In 
another fortnight I hope to be finished with the labourers ; but then 
there will be my own personal allowance, the extra keep of the Indian 
beyond the $30 per month the exhibition allows, and the cost of atlen* 
dants in the two buildings, which is by no means a light item owing to 
the long hours during which the Pair is opened — 8 a.m, to 11 p-m.« 
throughout the week and on Sundays. Besides this there will be the 
printing of our Catalogues. This I cannot get on with till the Ofiioial 
Catalogue is finished, since our numbering must agree and their system 
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of Cataloguing is peculiar. Tl^y have had the copy since the* 
I4tb April* and up to now, only a small part has b<een put in 
type. Meantime we must wait Later on there will be the storage 
on our boxes to pay for, and the carpentering, and freight on 
the things to be sent back, which will be a large item on account 
of the distance. If it were allowed to sell duplicate objects, etc.* 
now, we shonld be able to realise a good little sum on many things, 
but this is not allowed ; and after the Fair, there will be such a lot of 
things in all the different buildings that we cannot hope to realise much. 
At present funds are all right, and with the |8oo which should be sent 
on» I : may be able to go through all right, the more especially if the 
handbooks are sent back for sale and their value realised. Later on I 
shall be able to speak more definitely on this point 

I hope the copies of the *' Illustrated" will come in as a little pictorial 
souvenir of British Guiana at the Exposition. 

As r^^ds the Indian Sedion, I may mention that we have a very 
good location in the Anthropological Building, and I think it will be a 
good show we make there. Our space there is 44 ft. by 28 ft. a, 1,332 
sq ft. I only wish that in the Agricultural Buildings we had asked for 
something in proportion, we should then have had about 5,000 sq. ft 
with space to shew our things to advantage and plenty of room for 
wide passages which is a much more important matter than at first 
sight appears. However we are very popular as it is, and the smaller 
space has given us less expenditure in cases and materials generally* 
The w<vst of it is that people who do not see what you show, judge of 
the importance of the exhibit by the space. I may also mention that 
one of the Indian houses has been constructed on the grounds on the 
S. lagoon. The other was in course of construction when the news 
reached me that the Indians were not coming, and I then did away with 
it The timber I have used as a railing round the space in the building 
of Ethnology and besides for a small model entrance to the Section, in 
the shape of an ordinary forest benab. The various boats were a good 
deal damaged, but I have had them repaired and caulked, and the gold 
boat neatly painted. 

By this same mail^ I am writing a report to the Government. It 

pccnrred to me that although I wrote regular reports to the Society, it 

vas still due to the Government to report progress. I am sending also 

^der cover to them press clippings from the papers of notices of our 

«^ibit8,and of lunches, banquets and receptions and meetings gene* 
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rally, officially attended by me — as partly showing this special feature 
of my woilc. Also cards of the two British Banquets — the first by the 
Britiih Royal Commissioners and the Colonial ComroissioDers on the 
Queen's birthday— and the second by the Commissioners o( the British 
Colonials lo the British Royal Commissioners. At the first there were 
about ISO guests out of aoo invited ; and at the second about 130 out of 
180 invited. Our names and countries are all stated on the cards of in- 
vitation, as you will see by the enclosed, which I si^nd to the Society. 
Both banquets were pronounced successes. In the latter I had to do 
some speechifying. Just lately I have been lefluring before the World's 
Fair Agricultural Department on the woods ol British Guiana,— officially, 
but the lefture is retained for publication, though as I drin't leftuie 
from manuscript, I have to write it out for them. Thos. Watt who 
was present took down most of what f said and no doubt will give it in 
one of our papers later. On Thursday 1 am reading a paper as it is 
called, before the World's Congress Auxiliary -but of this iiorc anon. 
I have gone over all sorts of news, and told all there is to tell except 
that the Indian has been a little out of sorts lately. He has been all 
that I could wish and has been very useful to me. I atn quite 
well in spite of the hot weather which is touching us up. It was 
97 deg. yesterday. 

Very faithfully yours, 

J. J. QUELCH. 
. The Chairman said the report was a very interesting 
one and showed that they had the right man in the right 
\ place. He thought they ought to show their appreciation 
of his work by a vote of thanks for his able administra- 
tion of the British Guiana Department at the Exposi- 
tion ; he would therefore propose this. 

Mr. P. P. Fairbairn seconded. Having seen the 
exhibit at Chic^o he was in a position to say that Mr, 
Quelch had made the most of his space and that every- 
thing in the Court was nicely arranged. 

Mr. F. A. Conyers supported the motion. He thought 
the Society and colony very fortunate in having such i 
Commissioner. Mr. Watt, speaking from personal obse- 
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vation at the Exposition, confirmed what Mr* Fairbairn 
had said and spoke of Mr. QuELCH's indefatigable atten- 
dance at the Court* 

The vote of thanks was carried unanimously. 
The thanks of the Society were accorded for the 
following donations ; — 

Rev, Jos. Ketley, Van Cooten's Chart of Demeraraand 
3 copies Historical Notices of the Congregational Church. 
Thomas Watt, Official Guide to World's Columbian 
Exposition. 
The meeting then terminated. 

» 
Meeting held on the 2$th September. — Hon. Dr. 
Carrington, C.M.G., President, in the chair. 
There were 12 members present. 
Ele6lions. — Honorary Members : His Excellency Sir 
Charles Cameron Lees and Sir John B, Lawes. 

Ordinary Members: Dr. H. B. Ford, Mr. 
G. Firth Franks, Dr. F. H. Edmunds, and Mr. R. 
A. Barclay. 

Associates : Messrs. Chas. E. D. Farnum, 
J. Graham Young, G. B. Dodge, and W.T. Johnson. 
The following report of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence on the results of the Horticultural Show was 
read. The Treasurer also handed in a statement show- 
ing the receipts and expenditure in conne6lion with the 
same matter. 

Georgetown, Sept. i ith, 1893. 
To the President and Members of the 
R, A. & C. Society. 
Geutlemen,— On behalf of the Committee of Correspondence, I have 
the honour to report on the Horticultural Show as follows :— 
According to arrangement it was held at the Promenade Gardens on 
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the fendt ss BvoanUe ss cowM be f lyc/led, coesideria^ the 
itioey which woald aot aflov of czhihiCon ipnMPii^ aajth^^ 

by BO neaas as good as thcj B^ht have beea. Sevcnl 
Indts SBch as maafioes we oalortanaicty oat of waw, aod it 
natter ior cOBsidcfatSoQ whether the Show should aot be hdd at 
other time of the year, akhoiigh the uoertaiBtf of the wether ai^^ 
ioleffere if this were done. Uadodbtcdiy the great altraaios of the 
Show was the floral deootationss c^rriaWy the diaocr tables^ which 
were oaivemlly admifed. The fine coDefiioBs of fioliafe plaats were 
also vcfy good, aod Mrs. Sherfodc's exhibit woo the special prize ior 
the best in the Show. 

lacomiettoii withthe whole Show tbcj have to icmark that b«t vcrf 
few eghibits came from those people who m^^ reasooablj be raprftrd 
to compete in gieat nombers^ ije., the small ftfmcrs and oottagets ; pas- 
sibljr^ by having a special dass for these something better would result 
at f ntore exhibitions. 

The expenses amounted to a total of fjjg 76, of which I175 50 was 
paid for prizes, $118 36 for hands of mosic, $148 95 for materiab and 
ereOion of shed, indnding tables, $180 16 for define lightly and other 
illuminations, I99 69 lor printing and advertising, and $17 10 for sun- 
dries. On the other hand, the returns from 492 admissions in the after- 
noon, and 1,790 in the evening, amounted to $332 88, sale of bar con- 
cession I21 00. and sale of shed $50 00. Adding the Government grant 
of I250 oob the total receipts from all sources amounted to %6S3 88^ 
leaving a balance to be paid by the Society of $85 88. As the Directors 
of the Sodety guaranteed the amount of $250 oo> the Committee are 
of opinion that the results are by no means unsatisfafiory, although 
they would naturally have liked to see the Show self-supporttng. This, 
however, they believe, has never been the case with any Exhibitioo in 
the colony, and could hardly be expected at first. 

The Committee suggest that in future the hour of opening should be 
much later, say, 3.J0 or 4 p.m., which would allow more time for the 
exhibits to be properly arranged, also that no re admittance on one 
ticket should be permitted, as in the evening it was reported that 
return tidcets were sold at half*price. 



Report of Society's Meetings. 



389 



It has also been suggested that the prizes for the ornamental and decora- 
tive part of the Show might consist of medals or illuminated certificates 
of small intrinsic value, thus giving more money to be devoted for 
prizes for fruit and vegetables— the more useful part of the exhibition. 
The Committee mention this suggestion for what it is worth, but they 
do not endorse it. 

Another suggestion was that a person should be put in charge of each 
cUss. to take the entries, or at least two should be appointed, one for 
the useful, and the other for the ornamental part. The work entailed 
on the Secretary in taking the entries was most fatiguing, and the 
tedious waiting very annoying to the exhibitors. 

The Committee cannot close their report without recording their 
thanks to Mr. James Rodway for his services, especially on the day of 
the Exhibition. 

I have, &c., 

I. RODWAY, 
A6tg. Secretary, Committee of Correspondence. 

On the motion of Mr. Thomas Daly, seconded by Mr. 
Thomas Watt, the report was adopted, and on the 
recommendation of the President a vote of thanks was 
awarded to the Committee for the trouble they had taken 
in conne£tion with the Show. 

Mr. Bellairs then brought forward his motion which, 
with permission, he altered to read as follows : — 

** That this Society will endeavour to make the Horticultural Exhibi- 
tion an annual Show, and that the Governor be requested to place on 
the Estimate a sum of five hundred dollars, to be distributed in prizes 
at the said Exhibition." 

Mr. Bellairs said he thought they were all agreed as 
to the desirability of holding these exhibitions annually, 
and such being the case he did not see that it was 
asking too much if they petitioned the Government for a 
vote of five hundred dollars. 

Mr. Wood Davis spoke in favour of the motion but 
thought a thousand dollars would be better, and did not 
think the Government would hesitate to give that sum. 

3C> 
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Tbe people is the conairy distriAs wanted encouraging, 
and if small grants were made to the villagers to aid 
them in growing things for competition it would have a 
good cfle£t. 

Tbe Revd. D. J. Reynolds said he heartily approved 
of this movement, as he looked upon it as very essential 
that people should be encouraged to grow flowers and 
fruit, as the cultivation of those things had a reliDing 
influence. He would suggest that if they could interest 
tht scbool-cbildren in future exhibitions it would be a 
good thing as they might influence their parents. Then 
be thought something might be done by speaking to the 
country pe<^le direftly. 

Mr. Binnie supported tbe motion and spoke of the 
want of proper cultivation and the difference between 
one grower taking up new land and another doing his 
best with tbe old. 

Mr. Conyers spoke of tbe financial position of the 
Society, and after some further discussion the motion 
was put to the vote and carried, the Secretary being 
directed to forward a copy to tbe Government. 

Tbe thanks of the Society were accorded for the 
following donations : — 

To the Library, — Revd. Jos. Ketley, i vol. Congrega- 
tional Record and a coUe£tion of local and anti-slavery 
pamphlets ; Mr. ^neas D. Mackay, Report od the 
Resources oE Colorado ; Mr. ]as. Veecock, Falstaff, a 
Comedy. 

To the Museum, — Revd. P. A. Stevenson, Cannon- 
ball [ucked up at Santa Mission, Camouni Creek ; Mrs. 
Fred. White, a live labba tiger (Felis pardalis] ; Mr. 
Mueas D. Mackay, 31 skins of Canadian birds 5 arrow- 
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heads, and a cut 6f the «* Walk-in -the- watcr,^ rfie first 
stear^boat bn Lak^ Etit; Mrs. Mackay, 14 assorted 
coins. 

Mr. Watt asked whether the Dire£lOfs had id contem^ 
plation any mode of celebfattng the approaching Jubilee 
of the Society, which would arrive on the i8th of March 
ne)et. He thought it an event which ought to be com- 
memorated and the manner ot doing this would probably 
require some thought and attention beforehand. He 
mentioned the matter simply to call the attention of the 
Directors. 

The President said the DireAors would think over it 
and thanked Mr. Watt for calling attention to it. 

Mr. Watt also asked whether the fafb ot Mr. Rodway*s 
name appearing as Editor, on the present publication 
of Titnehri would interfere with Mr. Quelch's future 
connection with the Journal. 

The President said that if Mr. Watt would let his 
question remain over until next meeting he would then 
give an answer. 

It was accordingly taken as a notice of question. 
The meeting then terminated. 



Meeting held on the t6th November. — Hon. A. Weber, 
Vice-President, in the chair. 

There were g members present. 
Elections. — Members: Revd. P. B. Austin and 
Messrs. Eyre Hutson, A. H. Shaw, P. Benjamitt 
and E« G. Fonseca. 

Associates : Messrs. R. T* Dennis, T* A# 
Rowe, C A. Mylau, B. E. Franker, J. C Welf and 
W. A. Ireland. 
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The Assistant Secretary read a communication from 
the Government informing the Society that an item of 
$500 would be placed on the Draft Estimate for the 
coming financial year for prizes at an Horticultural 
Show as requested by the Society. 

In reply to Mr. Watt's question of which notice had 
been given at the previous meeting, as to whether Mr. 
Quelch's conneftion with Timehri was interfered with 
by the change of editorship during his absence, 

The Chairman said that as far as he could gather Mr. 
Quelch had resigned his post on the Journal before 
leaving, as might be seen from the following extra6l 
from his letter to the Direftors, dated Jany. gth last : — 

** I have also to bring to your notice the question of 
editing the Society's Journal. Soon after my arrival 
in the colony to take up the position of Curator^ I was 
asked by the Dire£lors to undertake the editing of the 
Journal, after the resignation of Mr. im Thurn, and 
for the last six years Timehri has been edited 
by me gratuitously, and though the editor labours 
under a special difficulty of getting papers suitable and 
of sufficient merit for the Journal— a difficulty which 
perhaps none but he can fully estimate, I think I may 
claim that the Journal has fully maintained if it has not 
advanced its position. My absence from the colony 
during two issues will, it seems to me, necessitate my 
resignation of the editorship; and as I have already 
occupied the position (or six years, in comparison with 
Mr. im Thurn's five, it will be as well perhaps that a 
change be made." 

Continuing, the Chairman said that it appeared from 
this that Mr. Quelch had completely resigned the editor- 
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ship but he hoped that his conoeflioD with the Journat 
would not cease. 

Mr. Rodway said he was quite prepared to give back 
the editorship to Mr. Quelch when he returned. 

Mr. Conrad thought the letter should have been brought 
before a General Meeting. 

Mr, Watt said he took it that an omission had been 
made in not intimating the change to the General 
Meeting. 

Mr. Legge thought there was some misapprehension, 
as according to the rules it was under the Committee of 
Correspondence and any intimation of a change in the 
editorship would have been simply a matter of courtesy 
and not of right. 

The Chairman said the letter had been considered and 
accepted by the Dire6lors and it was probably an omis* 
sion on their parts, that it had not been laid before the 
General Meeting. The matter might be left over until 
Mr. Quelch's return. 

Mr. iEneas Mackay said he should like to ask if the 
Direflors had in view any public reception, in the form 
of a banquet, dinner or something of the kind, to Mr. 
Quelch on his return to the colony. 

The Chairman said he could not answer that question 
but thought that a notice of motion should be given 

Later, Mr. Jacob Conrad handed in the following 
notice of motion : — 

** That a Committee of this Society, consisting of the Hons. Or. 
Carrington and Arthur Weber, Mr. F. A. Conyers, Revd. D. J. Reynolds, 
Mr. Thomas Watt and the mover be appointed to consider and carry 
out a public reception to Mr. John Joseph Quelch, on his return to the 
colony from Chicago as Commissioner to the World's Columbian Ezposi* 
tion, with power to add to their number. 
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The Assistant Secretary read the following letters 
from Mr. Quelcb : — 

Chicago, Sept. 5th, 1^93. 
L. M. Hin» Esq., 

Hon. Secretaiy, R. A. and C Society. 

Dear Sir, — There is nothing very special to write about just &o#, 
but as there are several minor matters which are worth mention, I send 
my periodic report. The question of money, I have already treated 
very fully in my letter to Mr. Conyers as Hon. Treasurer, and the 
Committee are therefore in possession of all I have to say on that 
point — and what I propose doing in the event of no more money being 
forthcomiiig. I had hoped to have been able to return a very largie 
number of exhibits as desirable additions to oar Museum, but failing 
the |2|00o which I should have had in hand from our sales of hand- 
books, there will be no funds with which to defray cost of frnght ; and 
I shall therefore be obliged to sell off nearly everything at whatever 
prices we may be able to obtain. There will be such an enormous 
amount of stock of all sorts from all parts of the world for sale at the 
end of the Fair that things will have to be sold for a mere song to get 
rid of them. This is regrettable altogether ; but as the Conimittee 
cannot supply the funds which it was expected wofild be in my hands 
from the hand-book, I have no other path open to me. 

A proposal has been made, I see, to send the main part of our eahibfts 
to London to the Imperial Institute : and under the circumstances, I 
think the idea a very wise one, since a very good show there vugkt be 
made of our things here, whilst at the same time it would save the 
necessity of selling things here at far below their value. The idea had 
occurred to me here, when I began to realize what would have to be 
done at the close of the Fair, and I had intended writing to the Govern- 
ment to suggest the transfer of the greater number of our things. It 
would not be difficult for me to sort out what would suit well for the 
Imperial Institute and I could send these off, and the Committee could 
arrange as they see fit for some one to put things straight in London. 
The only thing to be pointed out is that I must have money to pay the 
cost of packing add the freight charges. Y^u have the bills fot freight 
frdm St. John's to Chicago, and the other from America to London can 
easfly be calculated, so that it can fairly well be determined by yoa 
what would have to be provided for the purpose. Packing up would 
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Uke some time^ aod b^bpur of that sorts and carpenteriogi ha^ to be paid 
at the rate of from 50- j5 cents per hoar. 

If the idea is carried out» the Committee ought to let me know defi- 
nitely as early as possible, and furnish the necessary funds so that I 
can go ahead as soon as the Fair is over— otherwise a watchman will 
have to be provided for each of our two main exhibits— and extra 
expense incurred. 

I may say at once that oar exhibit is still as popular as ever <— more 
so in fa£t, for as the number of visitors to the Fair increases our 
proportion of visitors too increases. I regret more and more that the 
space between our cases and exhibits had to be so small, owing to our 
want of room. Day by day we are all the time crowded up, so that it 
is difiicalt to pass about, and this is getting worse as time goes on. 

The narrow passages between the cases are partly the cause why the 
view in the " World s Columbian Exposition Illustrated** is so indefinite. 
In a bird's eye view the exhibits under the circumstances run together* 
I ani sorry that so many seem disappointed in the view— to my mind 
I think they are all unreasonably so, for but a mere common sense sur- 
vey should show that one cannot get a well*defined view of our large 
space, under the conditions under which any view must be taken. The 
careful inspe^ion of the view shows clearly the various objects. It 
necessarily is on a very small scale ; and it had to be taken high up {n 
the gallery 30 feet above the main fioor, and from one corner of the 
space. The light, even above, is bad for taking photos; since t^e 
glass roof had to be painted and awnings put up to keep the intense 
glare of the sun from the exhibits in the building. Below the light is 
even worse for the purpose, owing to the tall pavilions around and the 
amoant of bunting. I had hoped to have a view showing the log* 
pavilion that runs round our Court, but it was so dark that nothing 
satisfadory could be made of it. Everything in the view is depressed and 
crowded necessarily, for it was taken almost overhead so to speak. 
The logs of the pavilion prevent any good view from being taken out- 
side, and inside on the same level, the cases hide each other. So mach 
for that except that I must say other people up here are more apprecia- 
tive, since a good many visitors who have come to the Court have to.ld 
me that they have been dire6ted thither by the article and view in the 
'' Illustrated." ]ust now I have before me a letter from Florida where 
nine people who are thinking of going to the colony have been 
attracted thither by the sanie account and view. U was through that 



U^ MDte l> ^c, aad I thi^ tkn i^s a gomd 4eii tar the nlmc of 
«W(k aa iJiiiliMMi^ I at aay ate, aaa iitiitiil *>A the nsslt. i^ 
1 clan to be ia a better positiaa to jadE^ tkaa ■^aiiew. Tbe nnr 
ghiea of TriaiJafi is aot to be coMpaied to amr'% saoc oat xpace b 
Bore tloB Rafale tbat of Tri^did ia igiiiallaii ■bib ovi^ to ibe 
ii|iiiiriir of Ibeir cabtfait, tbe ubi n ooaU be rUnil aot fire feet 
xw^. Oar esbibit is V>o ooaJed lor a {ood phutupt|ib, b«t all tbe 
tamt it b oae of tbe ceaties of attnOJoa ia the eabibitioa. 

Crowds of oar visbn itIB call as Britisb Gaiaea. aad tbo^ 1 lure 
36«Ball maps of S. AaMrica, at all tbeeanaaces to oar pavilnii, vith 
Britisb Gniaaa —trIrrA ia rr»1 lail ihnaiinhna thr aiTn pnMoaoceil, 
Mill tbe laate tUag goes oo. 

Tbe awards bosioen goes OB ; aad I tbiab vill sooa be fiaisb»d. Only 
a littk b loMWB jet of tbe resahs. I send a Trihtme ia wbicb jou will 
see we bare oioe awards for sofar aad Ere for mm. Tbe CKates are 
msAwl as jroa will see, bnt tbe list is not tgsite official aad Ibe names 
are often misspelled. Tbe system of indgioE b rvrj carions and unsat* 
tsfadory. Sogar b jadgcd as lafu, so tbat no neGning erficaU, ist 
sad 2Dd mobwr* saKar or muscovado had any cbaoce aeainst white 
aad yellow crystals. When tbe judging b o>cr and tbe result] known, 
I am going to make a special report oa tbe sabject Ucaawhile the 
Portaguese art oeedlework also b awarded a medaL Jodging in 
Edinolagy aad Natural Histoiy has only just b^na, aad as 1 am 
appointed one of tbe judge* I am extra bosjr. Detaib I will ^ve later 
on when more is published. 1 send yon slips for general inforcnation, 
for tbe Society, and tbe papers on a variety of subjects. Uany of the 
Chicago Boticei are appearing in the papers io different States, and 
tbqr will thus advertise us a great deal. My correspondence 'u getting 
considerably more than 1 can attend to owing to inquiries from all pans 
caused by newspaper reports, etc., and I only wish I bad moner enough 
to employ ■ secretary. Britisb Empire day was a great success, and the 
speech for British Guiana seemed to be fairly satisfafiory since it was 
well spoken of. With other Commissioners I went oo an dght days' 
toar through the great wheat growing states as the guest of the towns 
and railways— and we were most cordially received. You will find a 
cut of me in one of the slips from a Minneapolb paper, and yoa will see 
that in one of my speeches, reference was made to my " very gracious 
English'— Good for British Guiana I Tbe trip was good in two senses 
for OS, it was a part advertisemeot for the colony, since Biitish Guiana 
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was always mentioned, and the little change did me good alter the 
round of work and worry in Chicago. Of this trip I shall have laore to 
say later in a special report. We went right into Canada to celebrate on 
British soil for a few minutes, and I believe views will be found later 
on in the Graphic- 

Adolphus, the Indian is very popular. The Editor of the Rtcordet 
got my permission for him to write them an article a little while ago, 
and you will see it is not at all bad. He also came off winner in one of 
the swimming contests organised for aboriginals of all nations. - 

The official catalogue is not yet complete so that it is no good send- 
ing you the partial thing that is being sold for the present. The pro* 
ceedings of the World's Congress auxiliary will not be printed for iome 
months, money for the purpose not having been yet voted. I will 
enquire for prices in all these cases, and the Book Committee can 
forward the amounts for them when I let them know. 

Again I can't help reiterating my belief that our representation, 
bfsides being a great present success, will be of real solid good to' the 
colony. There are assurances of it already as you must have noticed. 
The first direct result will be an accession of trained miners who are 
coming out for work prepared to take their chances. Many have 
started already, I think I have covered all the ground, so that I shah 
close— the more especially that I see from the meetings of the Society 
that they seem to consider my long reports somewhat in the light of a 
bore. I am, &c., 

J« J. QUILCH. 



Chicago^ Sept. 13th, 1893. 
L. M. Hill, Esq., 

Secty., R. A. & C. Society. 
Dear Sir, —As the Carib Prince is advertised to sail from New York 
on the i6th, I send a line to say that I have sent off, since writing last 
week, orders for 80 copies of the September number of the World's 
Columbian Exposition Illustrated to be sent to you to be dealt with 
as the previous lot. This is called the ''Queen's number," since a 
pi^ure is given of Her Majesty, and one of Princess Christian, 
with a special account of Royal exhibits. My real reason for sending 
them is that it gives a picture of " Our Commissioner" with his record, 
and an article on British Guiana, which I wrote for them. This has 

done for lis quite free of payment on our part, owing to our former 
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e I have been of some nse to the editors of 
the pi||iec, in istrodiicin{ Uiem ; I Ikmk thejr l»ve treated us vei; 
well. Please send copie* to His Exceltenc; the Goveraor, to the Hod. 
the Government Secietaiy, and to the Assistant Government Secre- 

1 have to lajralso that we have an award in the Transportation BDildtog 
lof oar exhibits of boats of different kinds — and that two awards aie 
declaied for us in Forestry, one to the Government exhibit and one 
to Meisrs. Park aad Cunningham for set <rf woods. As the; have classed 
the logs of timber and the panels of ornamental woods, as one exhibit, in 
spite of mjr separate entry, I have made formal protest and complaint, 
p<anlin[ out the s^mcial natore of, and the marked difference between 
the two exhilHt*, and stating that the two exhibits, separately, are as 
much entitled to award as they were recognised to be collectively — the 
more especially when compared with others in the whole exhibition, 
whoK these two exhibits are sin^ply unique and nnsnipassed. What 
the tMolt will be I cant say. 

I have also lodged torroal protest agaiDit the judges in sugars, ^ince 
tlu7 have utterly ignored the refining crystals, ist and and malasses and 
muscovado sugar. 1 have piunted ont that the sugar trade with the 
United States consists entirely of these classes of sugars, and that it is 
the great bulk of our trade, and of special manufaflure for the special 
market: and that it is as rational to judge these sugars in competition 
with white and yellow crystals, as it would be to jndge any raw sugars 
against rsfinod. What the result here will be, I cannot tell. 

The other lists are not yet out, so I cannot say what may have been 
gained besides, but I know wc have several others. In haste, very 
faithfully yours, 

I. J. QUELCH. 

Ckic^o, Oft. aand, 1893. 

Dear Sir,— I wrote yon last week officially to catch the Dutch Mail 
Steamer " Prins Willem II.* sailing on the 21st; but I send this bj 
the " Tjomo" to say that I have got your letter safely, arid those of 
Mr. Rodway and Mr. Cojiyers with the drafts for the |Soo from the 
Imperial Institute Committee. I have written to Mr. Cnnyers to 
acknowlet^ the receipt. 

I feel quite comfortable and relieved now with the money in hand ; for 
I shall have funds enough to meet whatever e^enditure may arise 
until money from sales tromes in, withoat touching what should be left 
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aside for return passages and other such expenditure. As I explained 
in my letters 'tis not that I thought we should spend more money than 
the vote given for the purpose, but that I wanted mone money in 
hand here until I could realise from sales. I am certain that we shall 
have a balance in hand aftei: all expenditure is met^especially by. the 
a^On of the Imperial Institute Committee in taking over many of our 
things from the Exposition Committee, which would not by sale here now 
have realised very much. The Committee have a£ted very wisely for the 
Institute, I think, since the colledtion that I can send from here will make 
a very creditable Show. They have trusted me to do the best t can in 
the matter, and I need hardly assure them that I will do so to the best of 
my power, M. Rodway gives theilr detailed instruAionsi which I will 
attend to ; but I must leave it to a later opportunity to say exactly 
what I am sending off. Of course the logs of timber, the sugars, rum, 
molasses and preserves, and such like things, I shall get rid of here* 
They are bulky, and are much better supplied fresh in the latter cases 
from the colony dire6t. Many of the things that I should have liked to 
return to the Museum, it will be advisable for our better advertisement 
to send to the Institute, especially where they are easily replaced in the 
colony to the Museum. Our own things from the Museum, that I 
allowed outy and the mounted animals will return. The gilt models I 
am sending to London— they are very instructive and are worth it; 
but I shall lighten them by cutting out the centre of the base on which 
they stand. They only make one case when packed into each other. 
You will have noted that freight was my chief fear. I learn now for 
the first time that arrangements were made for payment on your side. 
No statement of this kind was ever made to me before nor could I 
estimate, as well as you could in the colony, what it might oome to, for 
I had never any statement to guide me, of what the first cost was in 
their coming.up here. I knew the cost was great for it took up all the 
funds left behind in the Treasurer's hand, but I was never notified of 
the details to guide me on the return. I imagine I shall have quite 
enough here now to pay railway fare on the returned packages— anyhow ^ 
I feel all right. I will write for report at the end of the month when I 
hope to give lists of awards. By the bye, I must say that I had 
purposely given the name of the exhibitor as the Government, 
in some cases, for the reason that it seems that only one medkl 
can be got by an exhibitor, though many certificates may be issued to 
him for different exhibits. 

3E2 
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}The Government* the Exhibition Committee, the Commission and 
the R. A. & C* Society, were therefore all different titles of exhibitors, 
that might ^et medals, while under one name, only one medal would be 
issued. 'Twas policy, and I will see what can be done in the matter. 

Just now I am very tied up with correspondence. Judges's work, 

« 

meetings, receptions, etc., and with little time left for sleep, owing to 
the distances to be travelled at night, am pretty well fagged out. 
** 'Twill be over soon'* I comfort myself with. 

It will be much harder and longer work getting away it seems. The 
authorities are going to give us no special facilities for getting away. 
They will charge admission to the grounds after the close, and admit 
visitorsf so they don't care to be in too much of a hurry to lose us. And 
then, the enormous amount of stuff here will congest the lines for 
weeks ! I ezpe6t I shall not be able to leave here much before the be- 
ginning of December. As soon as it can be done, of course, I return. 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. J. QUELCH. 

The Chairman said the letters were very interesting and 
he was glad to see chat there were no naore financial 
difficulties to be overcome. 

A letter from the Editor of the India Rubbet Worlds 
was also read, this containing a request for information 
as to the ballata trade. The Assistant Secretary was 
direfled to colle£t what information he could procure 
and forward to the writer. 

The Assistant Secretary read letters from His Excel- 
lency the Governor and Sir John B. Lawes, thanking the 
Society for elefling them honorary members. 

The thanks of the Society were accorded to Captain 
Sbieve for a framed piflure of '' Columbus' Caravels in 
sight of land" and to the Hon. N. Darnell Davis for a 
copy of the '* Second Report on Criminal and Civil 
Justice in the West Indies, &a" 1828. 

The Chairman mentioned that the ele£lion of Office- 
bearers for the coming year would be held at the next 
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meeting, when he hoped there would beagoodatt^ndaDce. 
The meeting then terminated. 

♦ — 



Meeting held on the 14th December^ — Hon. Dr. Car- 
rington^ C«M.G., President, in the chair. 

There were 22 members present. 

Ele£lion. — Member: His Lordship W. P. Swaby. 
Bishop of Guiana. 

Mr. Jacob Conrad brought forward his motion, of 
which due notice had been given, for the appointment 
of a Committee to arrange for a public reception of Mr. 
Quelcfa on his return from Chicago. 

Mr. Conrad said he brought the motion that the 
Society might have an opportunity of honouring Mr. 
Quelch and showing their appreciation of his services at 
the Columbian Exposition. Looking at the discomforts 
involved in such a change as that from the tropics to an 
extremely cold climate like that of Chicago, and the 
arduous duties of his position when he arrived, they 
could not but agree that Mr. Quelch deserved some 
recognition. He considered that the colony could not 
have been better represented, and was sure that every- 
one would agree with him that he had made a big show 
with little. 

Mr. iEneas P, Mackay seconded the motion, and the 
Hon. A. Weber supported it, saying that he had heard 
from some of his American friends that Mr. Quelch was 
one of the most popular of the Commissioners, and was 
looked upon as a great authority on all matters. 

The motion was carried unanimously, the President 
saying that as Mr. Quelch was expe£led in a w6ek or 
two, the Committee would have an early meeting. 
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The Hon, N. Darnell Davis gave notice of motion as 
follows : — 

" That he would move at the meeting; in lanoarr, that the following 
be added to tlie Society's Bya. Laws, Chapter IX., Book Com mitt ee and 
Library, Clause i, at end of Claiue, 

" The Committee so elefled shall at its first meeting appoint a Chalt< 
man and Vice. Chairman, but no mem1>er of the Committee shall be so 
-elbOed unless he shall first have intimated to the Committee or to some 
membei thereof his willingness to accept one or the other erf such offices 
if he be eleaed thereto-" 

The President read the following letter from Mr. 
Quetch, which be remarked was written before one of 
those which had been read at the previous General 
Meeting : — 

Chicago, Oa. 15th, 1893. 
L. M. Hill, Esq., 

Hon, Secty., R. A. & C, Society. 

D«ar Sir, 'Since writing to you tor report last month, I have bean 
notified through Mr, Rodway of the very kindly a& of the Society, in 
passing a *ote of thanks to me for the performance of the djties which 
1 undertook in accepting from the Government the position of Com- 
miMioner tor the colony. It is very gratifying to me to know that the 
mj in i^ieb I have tried to perform my work has met wiA the appro- 
bation of the Society : and though evan now my mimon is by no 
means finished, I must state that I have throughout atrivtn, so far as 
I was able, whether by pen, mouth or aS, to do the best that was 
possible to me for the colony whose interests were entrusted to me. 
I need hardly assure the Society that I shall strive for the remainder of 
my time to 'keep the record as complete— the vote of tbank^i is but i 
take it, a Diark of their confidence that the interests of the colony will 
not suffer in my hands. As such I thank them for it. 

I am sorry that having met with the approbation of the Society in 
the method and performance of work, I have been compelled lately to 
write aa though wanting mote funds. I say sorry because the request 
foT-raoaey. a but seldom one that leaves a pleaaing impireisian. And 
yet I would point out that I have been asking for nothing rasre than the 
niaintenance of the conditions under which I agreed tc accept the 
position of Commissioner. Besides the |to,ooo which were placed to 
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my order here, it was fully considered that at least another 42iOOq 

would be at my disposal through the sale o£ the handbodcs. As this 

sale would have been throughout the six months, this amount would 

certainly have been to my credit before the end of the Fair, had it been 

possible to sell the handbooks : and though the es^penses of the Indians, J^ 

had they been sent, would have absorbed a good deal of this, certainly it 

would not have absorbed more than about |i.,ooo or 1 1,200. This would 

still have left me in hand some 1 1,000 or |3oo, more than 1 now have, 

to meet the miscellaneous expenditure of carpenteringi packing, 

customs dues, transportation and freight charges, etc. 

As no money was derived from the handbooks, there was no option 
but for me to ask for an equivalent amount to be sent to me. True we 
shall realise something by the sale of many of the exhibits, but the 
awkward ta& is that these things can only be sold at the end of the 
Fair, and unless I stayed up here till the end of December and left all 
packing and despatch of things till then, so that I should have no 
expenditure for freight till after the things were sold. I could hardly 
utilise this money directly. As I have said already, I do not anticipate . z^' 

that any more money will be spent than what I have in hand 
together with what we get for things sold— but I need mor^ 
money in hand to meet current expenditure for freight, storage 
transportation, etc., until the money from sales is realised. I have 
enough for the personal expenses of myself and the Indian, and 
for our return passages, and for part freight and carpentering, 
but all working expenses in Chicago are extremely high; and 
ibegr have ^to be met at the time. I had no desire to have myself placed 
in the unenviable position of being called upon to pay out moneys 
which I could not at once meet. I suppose it is impossible for you in 
Guiana to put yourself in my place to understand the conditions of 
things as they are cropping up now at the end of the Fair in. Chicago. 
Everybody is trying to pack up and clear out as soon as possible, scarcity 
and dearness of labour, and a great emporium of stuff thrown on the 
market from all parts of the world, and the greater part of it for sale ! 
I asked at least that what money was at the disposal of the Committee 
should be sent on to me, because 1 have to pay — prepay— all charges 
for freight on this side. It was easy from Georgetown to send on things 
and to collet, in Georgetown, charges afterwards—here they have to be 
paid to begin with— else they would not be forwarded at alL It was 
thus of no use for the Committee to keep exhibition money in hand 
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wMle it was needed on this side^ hence my argent request for what was 
in jonr hands; 

I have said all this to make my case clear— what more b to be said 
on the matter I most say when I return. I do not know what the Com« 
mittee may have done to meet my requests ; it is too late now for me 
to do any more. I asked for the additional funds that I might be placed 
in an independent position, even with a surplus of money, of being 
able to do what was necessary without constri6tion. If they have left 
me in the lurch, I must await the turn of circumstances and do the best 
I can as things arise. So much for that. 

I have sent you a whole series of clippings from the newspapers on 
our exhibit, on banquets, receptions, etc., which may be of interest as 
Guiana was always represented. Some of the accounts are good, others 
are veiy curious samples of what the reporters can do. You will see 
that I was away on a Foreign Commissioners' trip to St. Loub for 2 
days. About 70 of us went, and had a very fine time. I have also sent 
on to the Government Secretary, a series of photographs of the Guiana 
section which will give a fairly good idea of it as a whole. We are so 
crowded that it is a very difficult thing to have satisfactory photographs 
taken from below, and from above it is too far. The outside view is 
very good — and the view of our court in the Ethnology is fairly dear 
and good, though it only shews a part ot the side and front. I am 
sending by another mail another set to the Society. 

The final awards are not yet made. I think we shall have about 50 
or so. They have entailed a considerable amount of work on me in 
meeting and talking with the Judges, the more especially as I was my- 
self one of the Judges on the Ethnology and Natural History sedion. 
Just now I am particularly busy. Correspondence and meetings take 
up a very considerable part of my time —and reading papers at the Con- 
gresses add to it. However, I am well, in spite of severe changes of 
weather, from wet to cold and to warm and vice versa. Vast crowds are 
visiting the Exhibition from day to day. Our se6tion is constantly 
packed with people rendering it difficult to move about in it I hope to 
write within the next week or so when the final awards are published — 
till then let this come in as a sufficient notification that things so far go 
all right. Yours faithfully, 

J. J. QUELCH. 

The President stated that as might be seen from Mr. 
Quelch's later communication his appeal for more funds 
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bad been met by a grant from the Imperial Institute 
Committee, of $800, for the purpose of procuring such a 
selection of the Chicago exhibits as might be thought 
most suitable for the Institute. 

The Assistant Secretary laid over samples of corn, 
corn mealj plantain flour, and cassava flour, which had 
been kiln-dried a.nd prepared by Messrs. Silva Bros., 
Pomeroon, by means of machinery lately imported. A 
letter from Mr. J. A. Kendall, an Associate of the 
Society, was read, referring to a premium offered hy the 
Society in 1889 for the first corn-drying kiln erefted 
during that year. Messrs. Silva Bros, thoroughly 
understood that they were not entitled to claim the pre- 
mium in accordance with the terms of the Society's reso- 
lution, but hoped as they had been at considerable 
expense that their case might be considered. 

The President dire£led attention to the samples lying 
on the table for inspection. As they would see from 
the copy of the Society's resolution passed February 
2ist, 1889, $50 ^^s offered to the first person who 
ere£ied a kiln in the colony during that year^ the 
amount to be paid on the award of the Commercial 
Committee. It was for the meeting to decide what they 
would do. 

Mr. Conrad thought the resolution should be revived 
so as to apply to this case, as although the work had not 
been done at the time still it was done now ; he would 
therefore recommend that the $50 be awarded to Messrs. 
Silva Bros. 

The Hon* N. Darnell Davis said there was some doubt 
as to whether Mr. De Barros had not anticipated Messrs. 
Silva. 

3^ 
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After some further discussion the matter was left to 
the decision of the Commercial Committee. 

The thanks of the Society were accorded to the Go- 
vernment for copies of Surgeon-Major Comins' Notes on 
Emigration from India to British Guiana, Trinidad, 
Jamaica and St. Lucia. 

The President said that the next item on the agenda 
was put down as the "President's valediflory address," 
and he believed it was usual for that officer to say a 
few words by way of commentary upon the proceedings 
of the Society during his term of ofRce before vacating 
the chair. 

The usual meetings had been held during the year, 
one falling through for want of a quorum, when some- 
thing happened to prevent the members attending. 
Once or twice also be had been unable to attend on 
account of Militia duties, when fae had to thank the 
Vice-President for taking his place. Various questions 
of interest had been discussed at these meetings, among 
others being the definition of " political" as applied in 
the Society's bye-laws. He thought that even if political 
discussion had been allowed it would not have risen to 
any great height, but probably it was better that it should 
be excluded. Cattle disease on the East Coast had been 
reported to the Society and the matter referred to 
the Government, but he believed it had afterwards 
turned out to be not of such importance as on a former 
occasion. Attention had been called to agricultural 
education through a motion by Mr, Binnie, who was 
desirous of introducing it into primary schools. The 
question of the working of the Adulteration Ordi- 
nance was also brought up and a resolution passed and 
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iForwarded to the Government urging that it be effeftively 
carried out. He was glad to say that quite recently 
measures had b^en taken^ and there could be no doubt 
that a well considered scheme for carrying out th6 pro- 
visions of the Ordinance would result in good to both 
wholesale and retail purchasers. In this matter the 
Government would undoubtedly receive the cordial co- 
operation of Professor Harrison, the Government Ana- 
lytical Chemist. With regard to the representation of 
the colony at the Imperial Institute, they would recolleft 
that the inadequate show of the colony in that magnifi- 
cent building had been brought to their notice on 
several occasions. It had even been said that it would 
be better not to be represented at all than by such a 
miserable display. Some time ago the Combined Court 
voted a thousand dollars for a better show at the 
Institute and the Committee appointed some years ago 
met and resolved to procure such of the Chicago exhibits 
as might be suitable to the amount of $800, leaving 
$200 to go towards the cost of arranging in the Institute, 
which Mr. Ohlson, Secretary of the West India Com- 
mittee, had kindly promised to look after. He expe6ied 
that by this arrangement they would get a good repre- 
sentation of the colony. The question of bringing to the 
colony some of the Chinese, who were being expelled 
from the United States, was brought up by the Hon. 
N. Darnell Davis, The attention of the Government 
had been direfled to the matter and it was under con- 
sideration, several schemes for their introdu6lion having 
been published. A very important matter had come up 
at various meetings, and occupied a great deal of their 
attention — he meant the Colunibian Exposition at Chi- 
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cago. His Honourable friend Mr. Weber had said that the 
World's Fair was the largest and most wonderful exhibi- 
tion ever known in the World's history, and he supposed 
it would be a very long time before any one saw its like 
again. The administration of the British Guiana exhibit 
at that show had been entrusted to the Society, and he 
would say that the Committee had discharged their duties 
in an admirable manner and secured an excellent repre- 
sentation. From time to time the letters of Mr. Quelch 
had come before them and he was sure they were read 
with interest, and that all were grateful to him for the 
manner in which he had made the Society acquainted 
with the progress of affairs at Chicago. He thought it 
was a very fortunate circumstance that the Society had 
decided to give due honour to Mr. Quelch for the pains, 
energy, and enterprize which he had shown in carrying 
out the task that had devolved on him. He thought 
they all agreed that Mr. Quelch was the right man in 
the right place, and that they could not have had a 
better or. more earnest representative than he had proved 
to be, it therefore well became the Society to honour 
him. With reference to the Horticultural Show which 
as they were aware was held in August, although not a 
marvellous one, it was a fair beginning, and as such he 
thought they ought not to be dissatisfied with it. He 
believed they were right in asking the Government to 
place on the Estimates a vote of $500 so that it could be 
repeated annually, when he hoped they would determine 
to make the Shows as successful as possible. During 
the last few years it had been usual to have lectures 
more or less bearing on science, and during this year 
three of these had been given. The firsti was by Mr. 
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G* B. Steele, on " The, Pyramids, and Sphinx'*; the 
second, by Mr. Allan E. ^Messer, on " The British 
Cabinet"; and the third, by Mr. S. M. Bellairs, on ''The 
Stately Homes of England," illustrated by photographic 
views by the Hon. E. Q Luard. With regard to agriculture 
he believed the Agricultural Committee would report, 
therefore he would not trespass on their province. For 
his own part he would like to say he was anxious that 
the agricultural work of the Society should advance, and 
to that end wrote to some seven gentlemen, competent 
to deal with agricultural questions, asking them to read 
papers at the Society's meetings. He was sorry to say 
that neither of them had been able to do so, and he re- 
gretted to state that no agricultural papers had been 
read. He would leave it to the Agricultural Com- 
mittee to say how far they had attempted to stimulate 
the interest in agricultural matters, and to what ex- 
tent they had been successful. He should have men- 
tioned that the number of le£lures was small but he 
hoped they would hold him free from blame in that 
respefl also, because he had applied to a number of 
competent gentlemen, but only two or three promised 
to prepare them. They all knew that le£lures required 
time and thought, and in these times he supposed it was 
not convenient for busy men to prepare le£lures such as 
they would like to deliver before the Society. With refer- 
ence to the Library the Assistant Secretary informed 
him that it had been increased by the addition of over 
six hundred volumes, making a total of more than seven- 
teen thousand. He supposed that in a way the Society 
had cause to be proud of such an important library, 
but be must confess for his part he always looked ttfu^o 
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it with somewhat mingled feelings for two reasons, the 
first being that he believed firmly that the fa£t of their 
being able to deal in literature caused the Society more 
or less to run off its true lines, and become, as a former 
President described it, a philosophical or literary institu- 
tion. The other reason why he spoke of the library 
with mingled feelings was because he believed that were 
it not for its existence they would probably have a large 
and important free public library, the absence of which 
cast a reproach on the colony. He bad said it before and 
would say it ^ain as long as he was coane6ted with the 
colony, that there was no shortcoming more marked than 
the fa6l that this wealthy and important colony had not 
got a free public library. He believed that when this 
reproach was removed a benef.t would be conferred on 
the population generally. At the same time, as a member 
of the Society, he looked upon its library as something 
of which they might well be proud. In regard to the 
Museum he might inform them that some pictures from 
the "old masters" had been hung in the new gallery 
and several additions had been, made to the collection. 
When Mr. Quelch returned the colleflion would be 
considerably increased by some interesting specimens 
which had been mounted for the World's Fair. The roll 
of members had been increased by the addition of a 
hundred, but against this they had to record the loss of 
forty-four, leaving a net increase of fifty-six during the 
year. Among the losses by death they had to deplore 
several gentlemen who had held high places in the 
estimation of their fellow-citizens, including the Vene- 
rable Archdeacon Farrar, Honourable W. S. Turner, 
Revd. Joseph Ketley and Mr. Exley Percival. In 
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cpnclusion he said it was time to bring bis remarks to 
a close and to lay down the office which they were good 
enpugh to confer on him twelve months ago. He bad 
felt it a honour to be eledled to the high and important 
office, because he knew there was no position in the 
colony conferred by the votes and opinions of one'^ 
fellow-citizens more to be valued than the Presidency of 
the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society. At the 
first meeting he had presided over he had taken leave to 
draw their attention to certain provisions in their charter 
of incorporation, which he conceived were not carried 
out in their full or true spirit. During the year these 
provisions had often been in his mind, but he was sorry 
to say that his remarks had not fallen on fruitful ground, 
and he was afraid the agricultural interests of the Society 
had not been developed to the extent he had hoped. 
He would not go over the same ground as on the former 
occasion, but would only express his hope that they 
would yet be enabled to deal with such important sub- 
jefts as the development of agriculture in the colony. 
It gave him great satisfa6);ion in retiring from the office 
of President to be able to recommend as his successor 
a gentleman who stood high in the agricultural world. 
He felt sure that if knowledge, ability and earnest 
attention to the duties of President could awaken their 
interest in agriculture it would be done under his 
auspices. He would not say anything of the work of the 
Agricultural Committee as he understood that the Hon. 
Mr. Howell Jones, its Chairman, would give in a full 
report. He again thanked them for the honour they had 
done him and for their attention to his remarks. 
. In reference to the report of the Agricultural Com- 
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mitteei Mr. R. G. Duncan informed the meeting that its 
Chairman had been prepared to give in the report but 
had been unfortunately called away from the meeting on 
business. 

The President then said the next business was the 
^^ . ele6lion of Office-bearers for the ensuing year. He 

p; * had been informed that it was the privilege of the 

^.': retiring President to nominate his successor. He 

1^ had already referred to the gentleman whom he pro- 

1^ posed to submit to their suffrages, and he need hardly 

say more when he mentioned the name of Mr. R. G. 
Duncan, Financial Representative. 

Mr. Thomas Daly seconded the nomination and said 
he felt sure that in Mr. Duncan they would have a very 
good President indeed. 

Mr. Duncan was unanimously ele6led with acclama- 
tion. 

In returning thanks the President-ele£l said they could 
rest assured that the interests of the Society would have 
his best attention, and that he would do his best to 
further its welfare, in which he b4a|>ed to have the cordial 
co-operation of the Dire6lors. 

Mr. B. S. Bayley proposed the Hon. Dr. Carrington 
as Vice-President- He said they were all aware of the 
energy, zeal, and ability with which he had conduced 
the affairs of the Societv during the last twelve months, 
and he was sure he would do as much in the future as in 
the past. 

Mr. Conrad seconded and the Vice-President was also 
«Ie6led unanimously. 

Dr. Carrington thanked the meeting for their kindness 
and promised to do all he could to assist the President. 
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The Ordinary Dire6lors, Managing DireStors, and 
Exchange Room Dire6tors were then duly ele6led as per 
annexed list, after which the President proposed that 
Mr« Conyers be continued in the office of Honorary 
Treasurer. It was an office that required a person of 
integrityi and he was sure they had such a man in the 
present Treasurer. Mr. J. Wood Davis seconded and 
Mr. Conyers was unanimously elefled. 

The President then said he was sure they all regretted 
the absence, through sickness, of Mr. Luke M. Hill, 
their esteemed Honorary Secretary. He hoped Mr. Hill 
would soon be restored to health and strength and yet 
be able to render good services to the Society. Mean- 
while, as he was leaving the colony, it would be necessary 
to ele6l another gentleman to the office, and he would 
propose Mr. R. T. A. Daly, who had already held the 
office, and as he believed, had discharged the duties to 
their satisfa£lion. 

The Hon. N. D. Davis seconded, and Mr. Daly was 
also unanimously eledled. 

The different Committees, Local Secretaries and 
Resident Dire£lor in London were then ele6led as per 
annexed list. 

A question having been asked as to Mr« Quelch's 
eligibility for membership of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence, he being an employe of the Society and not 
a member, it was agreed to leave the matter over for the 
present, asking the Diredlors to see if it be not possible 
to ele6): him an Honorary Member. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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Office-Bearers for 1894. 

Patroness : 

THE QUEEN. 

Vice-Patron : 

His Excellency Sir CHARLES CAMERON LEES, K.C.M.G. 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, &€., &C.9 &c. 

President : 
R. G. DUNCAN, F.R. 

Vice-President ; 
Hon. J. W. CARRINGTON, CM.G., Q.C, D.C;L, 

Hon, Secretary: 
THOMAS DALY 

Hon, Treasurer: 

F. A. CONYERS 

Ordinary Diredors: 

S. R. COCHRAN 

Hon. B, H. JONES 

GEO. H. HAWTAYNE, C.M.G., F.R.G.S. 

H. KIRKE, M.A., B.C.L. 

Hon. E. C. LUARD 

Hon. a. WEBER 

Managing Direiiors: 

B. S. BAYLEY 
Hon. N. D. DAVIS 
GEO. GARNETT, F.R. 

Exchange Room Diredhrs: 

T.H.GLENNIS 
FERRIS GRANT 

C. WEITING 

Agricultural Committee: 

Chairman : Hon. B. H. JONES 

Vice-chairman: Prof. J. B. HARRIS0bt M.A.,E.I,C., 

F.G.S. 
Hon^ Secretary s S. R, COCHRAN 
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W. p. ABELL 
ROBT. ALLAN 
GEO. BAGOT 
C. L. BASCOM 
S. M. BELLAIRS 
G. M. BETHUNB 
W. T. BINNIE 
JACOB CONRAD 
J. M. FLEMING, M.A. 



H. GARNETT 

J. GILLESPIE 

Hon. a. R. GILZEAN 

Hon. E. C. LUARD 

W. S, MARR 

J. B. MAYERS 

W. R. SPENCE 

Hon. W. a. WOLSELEY 






Commercial Committee: 

Chairman: Hon W. H. SHERLOCK 
Vice-Chairman : T. H. GLENNIE 
Secretary: J. Y. BALDWIN 



B. S. BAYLEY 
W. W. BIRCH 

C. BROMLEY 
lACOB CONRAD 
W. CUNNINGHAM 



J. H. De JONGE 
G. H. RICHTER 
A. SUMMERSON 
JAS. STUART 
E. T. WHITE 



J. WOOD DAVIS 

and the Exchange Room Directors. 

Committee of Correspondence : 

Chairman: Rev. W. B. RITCHIE, M.A, 
Vice-chairman: Prof. J. B. HARRISON, M.A, 

F.I.C., F.G.S. 

Hon, Secretary : J. J. QUELCH, B.Sc. 

Treasurer : F. A. CONYERS. 



S. M. BELLAIRS 

H. H. CUNNINGHAM 

Dr. H. B. FORD 

P, P. FAIRBAIRN 

G. F. FRANKS, M.A., F.G.S. 

T. S. HARGREAVES, F.R.G.S., 

PRor. J. B. HARRISON, M.A., 

F.I.C., F»G.S« 
GEO. H. HAWTAYNE, C.M.G , 

F,R.G.S. 
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Hon. B. H. JONES 
H. KIRKE, M.A., B.C.L. 
iENEAS D. MACKAY 
Rev. D. J. REYNOLDS 
Rev. W. B. RITCHIE. M.A. 
His Honour W.A.M. SHERIFF 
JOHN DUKE SMITH, F.R. 
SAMUEL VYLE 
THOMAS WATT 
F. A. R. WINTER. 
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Book Committee: 



F. H. ANDERSON, M.D. 
B. S. BAYLEY 

R. N. BLANDY, MJV. 
VsN, Archdm. CASTELL 
How. N. D. DAVIS 
Prof J. B. HARRISON, M.A 
F.I.C 

G. F. FRANKS, M.A , FG.S. 
GEO. H. HAWTAYNE, C.M.G. 

F.R.G.S. 
Hon. R. grieve, M.D. 

Loeal Secretaries (Berbice) 



J AS. GILLESPIE 
H. KIRKE, MA,B.C.L. 
C. H. G. LEGGE 
.^NEAS D. MACKAY 
CO. PARNELL 
Rkv. E. POCKNELL 
Rev, D.J. REYNOLDS 
Rev. W. B, RITCHIE, M.A. 
G. B. STEELE 
J.VEECOCK 
THOMAS WATT. 
Dr. E. D. ROWLAND. 



(EssequtboJ Hon. A. R. GTLZEAN. 
Curator of Museum: ]. ]. QUELCH, B.Sc. 
Assistant Stcrstary & Librarian i J. RODWAY, FJi.S. 
Resident Director in London : 
NEVILE LUBBOCK. 



Popular Lecture. 



** THB STATELY HOMBS OP ENGLAND.*' 



Delivered on Monday^ July 24th^ iSgj, hy S, M. Bellairs, and illustrated 
with Lantern views, exhibited by the Hon, E, C. Luard* 



|HE le£lurer gave an interesting account of some 
of the English Mansions, including Windsor 
Castle, Hatfield House, Haddon Hall, Chats- 
worth, and a number of others, photographs of which 
were thrown upon the screen. 
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